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TMIE PACE. 



By much the greater portion of the following letters 
has been printed from a volume in the Cottonian Library 
in the British Museum, (MS. Cotton. Cleopatra, E. iv.) 
composed of letters and documents, which appear to me 
to have been selected at some early period from the 
Cromwell papers, so long preserved in the Chapter House 
at Westminster, and now lodged partly in the Record 
Office at the Rolls House, and jiartly in the State Paper 
Office. I have added to these a few documents taken 
from other collections in our national repository, and 
more es'pecially from the Scudamore Papers, lately added 
to the treasures of the British Museum. 

I leave these letters to tell their own story. They 
throw light on the history of a great event, which changed 
entirely the face of society in our island, an event which 
I regard as the greatest blessing conferred by Providence 
upon this country since the first introduction of the 
Chnstinn religion. 1 will not at present enter into Che 
history of this revolution, but leave the documents for 
ttbers to comment upon. 1 have suppressed nothing, 
br I believe that they contain nothing which U untrue'; 



and tlie worst crimes laid to the charge of the monks 
are but too fully verified by the long chain of historical 
evidence reaching without interruption from the twelfth 
century to the sixteenth. Those who have studied in 
the interior history of this long period the demoralizing 
effects of the popish system of confession and absolution 
will find no difficulty in conceiting the facility with which 
the inmates of the monasteries, at the time of their disso- 
lution, confessed to vices from the very name of which 
our imagination now recoils. These documents are of 
peculiar importance amid the religious disputes which at 
present agitate the world; and I think that even the various 
lists of the confessions of the monks and nuns of the 
several religious houses, entitled romperta, and preserved 
in manuscript, ought to be made pubUc. The great 
cause of the Reformation has been but ill served by 
oonroaling the depravities of the system which it over- 
threw. 

I will only add that I have done what I could, under 
circumstances, to ascertain tlie dates of these letters, and 
arrange them in chronological order. It was the custom 
at this period in dating letters to write the day of the 
month without the year, which now gives rise to con- 
Mderahle difficulties. In the description in the Cottonian 
Catalogue the dates of these letters are thrown into 
almost hopeless confusion. 
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CHAPTER I. 



^TtlB PERIOD PREVIOUS TO THE I'AaSINO OF THE ACT FOB THE 
Si;PPRE8B10N OP THE SMALI.ER MONASTERIES. 



it ii uncniaio when the idea of diiiolilDg Ihe Monnsteriea wu first 
id or, it ii certun that the ue wu fint Uid to the tree by Cirdinal Wolsejr, who 
laJDeJ p'l'i'' Fur luppresBius a number of the itnsller mouostcriet in order Ut found 
Keollcgo &t Oxford (now Chiut'a Cbnrch) ind soother at Ipawich. Wolsej bimadf 
~k hi) letter to the King, printed in Eltia, Orig. Lett. Second Seriei, ii. p. IH) eilla 
" certain eiile * and gmall monuteries, wherein neither God u lerred ne religion 
kept." The lealoni Calholici were alarmed b]r thia meaiure, and juslljr regarded it aa 
U( eunple which would not fail to lead to a more general demolition of the religious 
bonw*. Some of the abbota attempted lo avert the danger by offering buidi of 
numef for bia acholaitic foundatioD initesd of tbe abbey lands, ai in the (ireBent 
aaapit of tbe abbot of Turk. There were even some tumultuoui outbreaka of 
popular diwatiifacti on. Grafton (Cbron. p. 389, new edit.) aays, — "You have heard 
before how Ihe Cardiiistt suppreued mauy monaderiea, of the which one w» called 
Becgutt in Sniiex, the which wai verie commodioua to the coutitrey : but ao befell tbe 
lailMi tliat a riotni company, diaguiied and nnknowne, with painted face* and Tiaera, 
oufu to the aame monaiteric, and brought with them the chanona, and put Ihem in 
their place againe, and proioised them that whenioeTer they rang (be bell, that they 
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wonld come willi * great power aud defenil them. Tfa ji iojag came to the care of tbe 
king* couniaj'le, which caaied the chuions H> be laVen. inil Ihej confefaed the capi- 
tajnes, which were impriioned and tore paoiihed.'' ttbeo WoUey wat beginniog lo 
decline ia the rojal faTDor, the lappression of thete religioag hooM* was one of the 
Gnt charges bronghl agaiiut bini. 

The Bmall monister; of Romboi^h or RiuDbtugb in Soffalk ii mppoaed la have been 
fouoded aboul the time of the Nonnan Coaqneat. It was giten b; Alan the Sange, 
foorth Earl of RicbmoTid aad Earl of Bntatiy, aboot the time of Henry I. to the Abbey 
of St. Mnry at York, which had been foaaded aboat 1078. by Alan Rafai, the Knt 

letter, that Romburgh wa* given lo the Abbey of York by Alan Niger (the lecood Earl). 
to be erronrODs. The cell of Romburgh raa sappirmed by Wolaey. and the lite and 
reTennei granled lo hti college SI Ipswich in I53H, the date of the present Utter. 
EdmBDit WaDej. or Whalley. the writer of the letter, wai abbot of St. Mary'i at York 
trna 15S1 to 1530. 



THE ABBOT OF TOREE TO CARDINAL WOLSEY. 
[MS. Cott. Cleop. E. .V. fol. 46. •] 

Plbabbtq your grace to understaunde, th&t I, your pore oratonr, 
have lately reccyvid certcn lettres frome our priourof Romebur^h, 
with other of our brethren there beingc, by whose purporte I 
perceyve tliat your graces picture ys to suppresse tlie said priory 
of Romebui^h, and also to unite, annex, and improper the same 
unto the church of Sdnt Peters in IpUwiche ; and for the ac- 
compleshment of the same, as they wryte unto me, your officers 
came to the said priory the xj*"* day of this present moneth ; and 
there, after the rcdinge of certen lettres commissionall not onely 
of your grace, hot also of our holy father the pope, and of our 
soveraigne lorde the kyuije, for the same purpose directed, intered 
into the same priory, and that done, toke away as well the goodes 
moreable of the said priory, beinge a membre of our monastery, 
and gyven unto us by Alen Niger, summe t^ine erele of Riche- 
mound, and our secounde refuuiider, by whose gyfte next unto the 
Icingcs grace we have had moost benefyttes, laundes, and pro- 
feltes gyven tis, by reason whereof we he most notabily charged 
with massez, suffi-agies, and other almouse dedes for bys bene- 
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s to US most charytably exhibite, bot also certen munimentes, 
l^dencez, and specialties, tochinge and apperteynynge unto our 
monastery, which vre had lately sent unto our said priour and 
brethren there, for the tryall of certen laundes and rightus 
vhicb lately did depende betwixt us and certen men of worshipp 
I in Cambridge shyre in contraversie, and yet doith depende unde- 
[ ciaed, and for none other purpose. In consideracion wherefore, 
yf yt might please your grace, forasmuch as we have a greate 
parte of our laundes grauiited unto us by reason of the said Alen 
Niger, whereby we be daly charged as doith appere by compo- 
sicion made betwixt us and the said Alen Niger, and also con- 
firmed by Boniface the iij^'' antto sui jiont. lercio under certen cen- 
sures and paynea with clausis dirogatorje, as more largely by hys 
said graunte doith appere, that the said pryory might consiste and 
I abydc as a membre unto oure monastery, as yt haith done this 
I Hire hundred yeres and more, with your graces favour, your grace 
I ahall not onely put me and my brether to a greate quietude, bot 
[ also take away many sundry doubties and greate perels of the 
L residew of our laundes graunted unto us by the said erele, which 
■ be right notable, yf the same suppression or alienation no farther 
)cede; and, besydes that, minstre unto us a more notable acte 
len ye bad gyven us ten tymes more laundes then unto the same 
priory doitli ajiperteyne and belonge ; for of trueth the rentes and 
revenues unto the same priory belonging doith very lytill sur- 

kmounte the sum of xxx". sterlinge, as far as I perceyve. And yet 
towardes your speciall, honourable, and laudable purpose concem- 
gfnge the erection and foundacion of the said college and scole, I 
^m right interely contentid, for your tenderinge of the premisses, 
lo gyve unto your grace ccc. raarkes sterlinge, which shall be de- 
UTerd mito your grace immediately. Most hummely desyring your 
^race to accepte my pore mynde towardes your most noble acte, 
|. which fthuld be far better yf that my lytill pore [estate] thereunto 

wolde extcnde, pn>testinge ever that yf your graces pleasure be to 
liave the said priory to the purpose above rccyted, tbot then with all 
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my atudy, (li1i)^nco, niiil Inlioiir, I slintl continually indevermy self 
for tlio acconiplrshmcnt of the Name, nccordingly as my dutie ys. 
TniHthipi ever tlmt your grace will se our pore monastery do 
fnrtlier liyiidred, bot that we may in tyrae commyng lyve lyke 
reli^ouHC nien, and serve Almighty God with our iiombre deter- 
iiiitinte, Bud hen^ufter avoide both in law and good conscience all 
|)erellN tliat thereby nitty ensue ; and also pray for our founders, 
be DC far tours, and your good grace, aceordingly to the foundacion of 
our inonnalpry, as our dutie ya ; and so knowith Jhesus, who pre- 
irerve your most noble grace in high honour and greate pros- 
perj'tic long to eontinew. Frame our monastery of Yourke, the 
xx'*" d«y of Soiitemhrc. 

Your most buwndeii bedeman, Edmonu, abbot of Youike. 
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Bppoynted certayn of myn officers at that day to be there fully 
myended and determyned to precede to their election by the way 
of inspiracion, the same so prefixed for the election, after their 
service swd and other ceremonyes observed, whan thei were redy 
and at the poynt to precede to their election, your lettres of se- 
questracion and inhibition to the contrarye were delyvered unto 
the president and convent, the which thei obeide, as became theym 
to do, and diffeired their election for that tynie. And whereas 
nowe I understonde that the said president and convente, before 
the aaid Maister Stewarde and other your officers, have proceded 
to their election, and fully compromytted in your grace to name 
and appoynt one of the brcther and convente there, suche one as 
your grace shall thinke moste mete and profightable for the place, 
surely as I am credibly enfourmed there bedyverse of the brether 
right hable and mete for that office, and specially one Sir Thomas 
Sudboume, celerar there, who had been electe and chosen per viam 
^riltis sancti at the first day prefixed for their election by the corn- 
men consent of all the brether, if your grace is inhibicion had not 
been,aB myn officers than beynge there have reported untome; wher- 

I lore your nominacion in this behalve onys made and intimate unto 
e convent, my trusts is your grace wulbc contented that I shall 

Plbonfirme the said election and the priour so by your grace electe. 
And thus Almyghty God long preserve your grace to your hertes 
moste desire. At Hoxne, the xij"> day of January, 15iH, by your 
oratour and chapelaine, 

Rl. NORVICKN. 

To m; lorde cnrdjiiBll ii grace be tlieae Icltres dd. 



k Tie (oUowing letUr ii eat of minr iuUnec* at the influence whicb the tj 

nfthe court )wd upon men'i mindi at Iha fint ouCbreidL of (lie Reforinatioi] . 

trUUun Barlow tu ■ aativo at EiHi. aod origiDnU) > canon of St. Oo^e'i. la 
I* jroutb be wan a pirtinD of the cburcb reformen. He alUrwardi hdd appointmenti 
I teligioiu liouu* ia EdiUdiI, «u teat b; Uonrjr VIU. on an embwij to 
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Scolltnd, and in l.S.tS was mide bishop of St. Aupb. He wu in a few weeli Temored 
to the bishopric of St. DMid's, «nd »fterwBrds to thai of Bath »nd Wells. He (led 
from England on the sccessioQ of M«rj i bnt on Elizabeth's return he iraa promoted to 
the bishopric of Chichester. Tanaer has giien the titles of sacb of his books it were 
priated. Id bis Dialogue he hid reflected bitlerlj oa Woisey for the djuolution of ths 
louill moDjutemi with which be iolcnded to endow hii new college. 



WILLIAM BAELOW TO THE KINO, A.D. 1533. 
[From MS. Cott. Cloop. E. it. fol. IBl.J 
Prayse be to God, who of Jiys infinyte goodnes and mercye 
inestimable hatli brought me owt of darckjies into lyglit, and from 
deadly ignoraunce unto the quicke knowlege of trothe, from the 
which through the fendes instygacyon and fals perswasyones I 
have greatly sweired, wrappynge my setfe in manj'folde erroures 
and detestable lieresyes agajiist the doctryne of Chryst and deter- 
mynacyon of holy churche, in so moche tliat I have made cer- 
, tayne bookes, and have suffred tlieym to be emprynted, as the 
Treatyse of the Buryall of the Masse, a Dyaloge betwene the Gen- 
tyllman and Husbandman, theClymbynge up of Fryers and Reli- 
gious Persones, portred with fygures, a descripciou of Godes 
worde compared to the lyght ; also a convicyous dyaloge withowt 
any tytle, inveynge specyally agaynst Saynt Thomas of Canter- 
berye, which as yet was never prynted nor publysshed openly. In 
thes treatyses I perceyve and aknowlege my selfe grevously to have 
erred, namely, agaynst the blyssed sacrament of the altare, dys- 
alowynge the masse and denyenge purgatorye, with alawnderous 
infamye of the pope and my lorde cardynall, and uwtraglous rayl- 
yng agaynst the clergye, which 1 have forsaken and utterly 
renownced. Wherfore I beynge lately informed of your hyghnea 
endued with BO excellent learnynge and syngler jugement of tlie 
trothe, which endevored not onely to clince awitye and eilyrpe 
all heresycs, but also to se a reformacyone of slawnderous lyvynge, 
for the restraynte of ryce in oil cslnbcs, to the furtheraUJice of 
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and BTauncement of Godes worde ; also considerynge the 
:ous favour voyde of rygour, and mercyc abhorrynge cruelte, 
which your hyghnes hath used towarde other of your subgettes 
fallen into soche lyke heresyes, as have subniytted theym selves 
humbly unto your grace ; I have made sute by all nieanes possyble 
freely withowt mocyon of any man to come and present my selfe 
afore your highnes fet,to submytt myselfe unto your mercyfuU ptea- 
sufe, besechynge your graeyous pardone. AUo as ferre forthe as 
I have knowlege in all thinges to acertaync your grace unfaynedly 
whatsoever your hyghnes shall vouchesave to demaunde of me, 
four unworthye subgett and oratour, 

William Barlo. 



I The neitlelter nlitei to one of the fathcnof the refonustion, Hagh LntiDier, indhii 
ardj oppoDEDt Hubbcrdin. Stone girei ta accouDt of Latimer's preaching at Briatol in 
114, the date of the present letter. He wag Rctivc in detecting the iirscticei of the Maid 
jFKtDt. and Ku, in the year lOllowiiig that in whieli IhiB letter wai iFrittea, made Biihop 
VWarcetter. At the doie of hti preaching atBiiitol hcwu loolied upon vitu aomedii- 
n the 2ad October, 1S.13, he bad been Torbiddcn to preach at London. Poie 
•cnbea Hubberdin u " aa old divine of Oxford, a right painted Pbariie}, and a great 
' abroad in al quarters of the reiline to deface and Impeacbe the springjDg of Goda 
Irijr gospdl." It appear! that at thii time the xealoua papistry of Hubberdin waa aa 
.0 the goremmeDt aa the bold doctriaei of Latimer. It would aeem that 
Habberdin bad touched too nearlj upon the qaeation of the Kiitg'i lupremaGf. 

The abbejr of St. Augmtioe in Briatol appean to have been founded earlj in the 
twelfth ceuturjr ; its oburch, dedicated to the Hoi; Trinity, ia now the cathedral. Wil. 
Gam Barton ii etateil. In the Monaitiron, to have been made abbot on the !)th of 
Stptamber, lb:H, He. with eighteen of hia monki, tubicribed to the Kiog'aaapremacy, 
■ad we may therefore luppoie that ba wu one of the mDilerate parly. 

IV. 

COMHtBSIONBRS AT BRISTOL TO SECRETARY CROMWKLL. 
(M8. Cotton, aeopat. E. iv. fol. &(>,] 

r In my mostc humble wysc, with detv recommendacyons aa ap- 
Uynethc, ndvcrtysynge your mnstcrschypc ihat I recevyd your 
■ ihe Sntcnlay v"> day of Julii, at vj. of the cloke at nyjtc, 
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commaundfnge me by vertu of the same in the kynges name to 
electe and chose fyve or vj, oneste men to assyste and helpe me in 
bU cawsys cnnsernynge the behavynge as well of Latomer as of 
Huberdyn, and ther prechyns, and spesyally what wordes Hyberdyn 
schold have consemynge the kj'nges hyje magesty. And accord- 
ynge to thys commaundmente immedyatly I electyd and chose the 
reverend lord abbotof Saynt AugustynesbyBrystow,JohanCabull, 
Thomas Broke, Richard Tunell, late mayres of the seyd towne of 
Brystow, and Thomas a Bowen, gentyllman. So electe and chosyn 
wee concludyd to sytt Sunday the vj. day of Julii at after none at 
a place callyd Saynte Jamys, and then and there apperyd before 
us as well of the spyrytuallte as of the temporalte, to whome wee 
declared and rede the commyssyon wherfore tliey wher callyd, and 
so gave them inyoncyon at a day to sertefy the kynges hyjnes and 
hys moste honorable councell what Latomer had prechyd, wherhy 
thys the kynges towne of Brystow rune in infamy, dyscorde, 
stryfe, and debate. And lyke charge we gave them to sertefy us 
what Huberdyne had prechyd consemynge the kynges hyjnes, or 
any worde that myste sounde to the kynges hygh dysplesure, in 
any plase or places, as they at ther perell wood aunser. And apon 
whych inyoncyon, bothe of the spyrytualte and of tlie temporally 
brow3te before us and sertyfyed, as by ther sertyfycattes more at 
large schall appere. And farder to advertyse your raasterschype 
the very truthe, accordynge to our dewtys and your commaund- 
ment, what we do know in thys matters, we sertefy yow by the 
relacyons of many onest and credable persons, that the seyde 
Latomer came to Brystow and preched there the second Sonday 
in Lente laste paste ij. sermons, on in Saynte Nycholas chyrche 
afore none, and another yn the Blake Fryers at after none, and 
the Monday neste folowynge he preched the thjTd sermone yn 
Saynte Tliomas chyrche, yn the whych sermondes he prechyd 
dyvers sysmatyke and yronyous opinions : as yn hell to be no fyer 
sensyble ; tlie sowles that be yn pulsatory to hav -' 
prayers, but rather to pray for uh : »■ 
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pylgrymage to be usyd ; our blessyd lady to be a syiiner ; as hyt 
:he ben reportyd and taken by the herers ; but for my selfe I 
never bard Hyni precbe yn Brystow, for I was then syk, but by 
of hya iij. sermondes dyvers of the kynges subyectes wythyii 
the kynges seyd towne, as manyfestely bathe apperyd 
erto, ys to be ferj-d be sore ynfectyd in the same, inso- 
le grete stryfe and debate ys amonge tbe kynges siibyeetea 
and that anionge all maner of sortes of pepyll from the 
hyeste to the lowtste wUhyn the same tuwne. And so dyd con- 
tynu from the foresayde second Sonday yn Lent unto Ester nexte 
lynge, and yet dothe contynu, at which tyme of Ester Huber- 
came to Brystow and preched yn Sainte Thomas Chyrcbe at 
none on Ester eve, and at Saynte Nycholas Cbyrchc before 
none on Ester day, and there precbyd scharply agenste Latomers 
artyeuics, provenynge them be auctorytes as well by the Olde as 
the New Testamentes sysmatyke and yrronyous. And whereas 
yt was very yll from the seyd seconde Sonday yn Lente tyll Ester 
then nexte ensuyngc, yt hatbe ben wors sens Ester ; for many that 
favoryd Latomer and hys new maner of precbynge, and other many 
that favorvd Hyherdyne yn bys olde maner of prechynge, bothe the 
aeyde partes hatbe ben more ardente now sens Ester then they 
were before. Wlierefore, as to our symple resona, wythowte the 
kynges mostc noble grace provyde sume convenyante remedy, 
mucbe more yncoiivenyens ys lyke to ensu. Also, that same 
Sonday on Gylberte Cogan came to the bowse of the Grey Fryera* 
in Brystow, and aayd to the warde of the same howse that he 
achowtde be ware what he scbolde wryte and testyfy, for thtre 
icbowlde cume liij. c. that showlde testefy the contrary, as the 
de warden sbewyd hyt manyfestely before all tbe commys- 
On Fryday the xj"i day of Julij, Joban Drews wytb 
browjte yn before as ayttynge yn commyssyon a boke of 
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many names, and iij. artycles comprisyd yn the same boke, where 
apperyth every mans confessyon. That boke soresevydjCallydbefore 
us on Thomas Butteler, eKamyned hym what he had iierde Hyber- 
dyn preche yii Sayiit Thomas Chyrche ; he answeryd, that a num- 
ber of erytykes were yn Brystow, and from that nombre he brow3te 
hyt to xx^' or xxx*' erj-tykes, acordynge to the fyrste nrtycull. 
After Thomas Walker was demandyd what he had herd of Hyber- 
dyn j-n the same sayde chyrche ; he confessed that the sayd 
Hyherdyn sayd there was xx*' or xxx" erytykes, acordynge to the 
fyrste artycuU, and he sayd he hard hym say no more, and yet hys 
name ys to the second and tiie thyrde artycutles. Also another 
man came before us, and sayd that Uuberdyn schowlde say that 
all Brystow was knaves and erj'tykes. Jolm Drws persevyng 
every man to be exaniyned thys by hym selfe, knewe very well 
ther confessyons woldc nothynge agre wyth the artycles )ti ther 
seyde boke, wherefor he desyeryd that every man scbowld brj'nge 
yn hys confessyon by wrytynge, and for as moche as yt was over 
longe and tedyows, as well to the co mm yssy oners as to the partys, 
we condessendyd to reseve there bylles, whycli bylles and bokes, 
as well of the spyrytualte as of the temporalte, which your master- 
shype shall reseve of thys berer, wyth our dayly servys and prayer 
to preserve your longe lyfe and good to the plesure of God and 
your moste hartcste desyer. And Almyjty God preserve owre 
moste redouplyd soveraynge lorde moste rj-all person, bothe bodely 
and gostely longe to endure. A. M.E.N. 

Per me, Wili-ielmum Burton, abbatem monaslerti divi 
Auguatini. 

Bye me, John Calle. 

Thomas Broke. 

Per me, Rycuabd Tenell. 

Thouas Abowen. 
By me, Johan Bartholomew. 



SUPPRESSION OF UONABTBKIE8. II 

The following letter must bate been written before the preceding, but it will be bat 

Boderitooi] in id preKQl potitian. Cromwell wu inclined to >bew more hvoar to 

Latuuer thui hia opponeot* eipecleil. and the esse with which the latter elcu»d the 

miittheo hanhne» of their veuiureB is verf remarksbte. Little is known of the 

I hiitorr of the bouae of Domiaicans, or Friars Preacherg, io Bristal. and there ii no list 

^HT irftlwprion. Ur. Hjliej incceeded Fisher aa bishop of Rocheater. which shows that 

^^krta wu compliant with tbe apirit of the timea. 

K 

^^^H JOHN HVLBEY rO CROMWELL. 

^^^V [Prom MS. Cotton. C1eo]uit. E. iv. fol. 140.] 

^^H Master chawnselar, I commcnde me unto you as hartly as I 
may thyiike, trustynge yn Gode that you be {the which Jesu con- 
tynewe) yn good prosperyte. Ytt is nott owt off your master- 
shyppys remembrance, that yn the Lent I dyd wrete unto you off 
the grete dyv^'syon that was (ye and yett ya) amonge the peple yn 
\ the towne of Brystoll, ofl" the whyche I wrote unto yowe that hytt 

came by the prechynge of awne Mr. Latymar, a man nott un- 
ktiowne. I wrote to you allsoe that he spake off pylgremages, 
worsbyppyng off seyntea, wurshypppig off ymages, off pur- 
gatory, etc. yn the whyche he dyd vehemently perswade towarde 
the contrary, that the peple ware nott a lytic offendyd. I wrote 
alsoe that some men tliowht necessary to preache agenst hym, the 
whyche I supposyd nott best, except that he sholde be put to 
sylence, for fere off fardyr dyvysyon (the whyche by this cause ys 
nowe happenyd yn dede) ; and some thowht hytt metur to have 
hym before liys ordynarye to be esamynyde, and soe the trewthe 
to be knowen ; and yn tbys tbynges I desyryd you to do that you 
tbowht metyst to reforme your peryshynge flock, to whome I 
rote as to the shepparde off the sayd flocke. Nowe upon thys 
f byll men hatbe crafftly usyd them selfe, ye and crafft was usyd 
Kme or thys byll camme fromc me, but that makythe nott nowe, 
p lettre ys off myne owne hande as thys ys, and nowe seynge that 
1 hatlie fownde the way to convey hytt to you otherways then 
f ynformyd me that they wolde, 1 cannott denye mye hande, 
wyll nott ; wherfore puttynge asyde all thnges that sholde 
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aeme to excuse myii actte, tbes wv the occasTon of m;^ tetter : 
fyrst tlie fame that I harde of thys man, master Latymer, before 
that 1 knewe liyme, the whyche same decevyd nolt only me butt 
other as well lernyd as I ; seconde was the vehement perswadyiige 
ayeiist the ahnse off the thynges, as ys above wretyn, wythe more, 
as off massys, off scale celi, pardons, the fyre off hell, the state off 
the sowlys yn purgatory, off faythe wytlieowt good wurkes, off 
ower lady to be a synnar or noe synnar, etc. Tlie whyche I and 
Byche other dyd suppose that he dyd preache to the yntent to 
confon-nde thes thynges ; wherapon bothe the vrarshypffuil men, 
master Doctor Powell, master D. Goodryche, master Heberdynne, 
roaster pryour off Seynt Jamys, and I, dyd preache agenst, ap- 
provj-nge purgatory, pylgremages, the wurshyppynge off seyntea 
and ymages, alsoe approvynge that fcj-th wytheowt good wurkes 
ya but deade, and that ower lady beynge full of grace ys and was 
wytheowtte the spott of synne. But when we had dunne, I reken 
we laborj'd but yn vayne, and browht the peple yn greter dyvysyon 
then they war, as they doe hytherto contynewe. I beseeke God 
to heipe hytt, for ower kryynge owne agenst another ys nott frut- 
ffull, nother takythe onny effecte ; ffor sens I have communyd 
wylhe master Lattymar, and I have harde hyme preaclie, and 
have yntytle hys sermon sentens for sentens, and I have pcrcevyd 
that liys mynd ys myche more agenst the abusynge off thynges 
then agenst Uie thyngc hytt selfe. More, the ihyrde tliynge that 
cauayd me to wretc unto you was thys dy^-yayon that remanythe 
and yncreasethe yelt amonge us, the whyche wyll nott [by thys 
way that we have begone) he ceasyd. Therfore liytt lyythe ya 
you tu clevyse some other way, as God and your goode cownsell 
shall ynforme you. Yn my jugemeiit, by that that I knowc off 
master Latymars mynde nowe, yff he myght have your lywns, he 
wooldc opyn hys tiiynde yn thys matters that the peple aholdc be 
content, and thys woolle plese the cownsell of the townc well, for 
BponC thys they he a-rri-vclf. and iwiiivtlif miniir vour s/ood helpc 
jn hvtt. And \ '■ furdcr 
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(ys matter, to Ijrynge hytt unto an unytye, as God ys my jugge, 1 
wjfll doe my dylygens. and yff he-f</tiod absit) shotlde hcreafi^er 
»ey onny thynge that sholde sowne other wyse then the catholycall 
determynacion off the chyrche, iher wylbeiiiowhe that wylhe redy 
to note hyt wythe more dylygens then hytherto. The forth was 
my coscyens, tliowhe hytt ware for the tym erronyows, and 
decevyd for lacke off takynge hede dylygently, to marke and 
knowe the abuse off a thynge fronie the thynge. Thy fythc cause 
1 shall reserve secretly to my selfe, lest that I sholde seme to put 
Other men yn gylty off my factes, that I doe nott yiitent, Gode 
ryllytiRe, whoe have you j-n hys proteccion. Wretj-n yn BrystoU, 
i. 

By me, Frere John Hylsey, doctor 
and pryor off the Freers Prechurs ther. 



wTitt lelleti Wbicli rollow relate to an affair Ihal had much influence in bringlDg 

e tponlu into [UifaTonr, and hastened the great resolution which it is the object 

\s prucnt lolumc lo illuatrate. Elizabeth Barton. »o celebinted under the title of 

« Maid of Kent, «t> origioallj t ccrvaal, and being inbject to strange epileptic flta, 

n by ■ lialent party u an instrument of deception. She w» taught lo 

jNlend 10 have tiiiona and revelation!, and waa first brought rorirtrd hj Richard 

ten, paraOn of Aldrington. Archbiihop Warham, and even Sir Tbomss Mori 

■dd bi>hD|i Pither. were either deceiTed, or gnrE encuuragemeDt lo (hie pious fraud ; 

and the former caused her to be placed as ■ nun in the priory of St. Sepulchre at Cnn- 

terburj'. She oai there under the immediale lUrveUlanee of Or. Edward Bocking. a 

Oon ofChriit'i Church, *ho vu one of the uiost leulo us partisans of the plot; and 

Mhar monk, named Richard Dering, or Deering, took down her preteuded Tisians, 

|| fonoeil them into • book. This plot nos alloncd to go on for some lime, and the 

I of Syon, the Charter Houae. and Sheen, with some of the frian ob- 

rtanU of Richmond and Creenvich. pardeipatcd largely in it. But at length the 

(btle Tialence with whlcb the King'a proceeding*, in seeking a diiorce ^m Catharine 

V Arragoo, and liis quarrel with the |>ope, were attacked, called down (he vengeance 

^tlH Court; and the " holy maid" was leiisd and ciamined ia the Star-cbaiuber, 

Dnfeated thr conspiracy and her accomplices. Elizabeth Barton. fiockJng, 

frlnf. and olLrrs concerned in this affair, were afterwards condemned of high Ireaaon, 

>d at Tyburn on the SOth uf April, 1 534. One of these waa Kugh Rich, a 

|al> Tlir IbUowins letter «ppcan to \tKie been writteu by one also 
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coaoanicJ in the Bonipincj, bnt who b*d UDdcrUkca to eumioe the lut-mentioDed 
jwnoa, and prct nj * brief catalugoe of the principal Tinou of the nan. 



LBTTBB TO BBCRBTABY CBOITTKLL. 

[Prom MS. Cotton. Clsopnt. E. IV. M. 75.] 
Sir, may it please you to be advertysed that accordyng to your 
comaun dement I have put the artykylles of the communyeacion be- 
tweiie me and Mr. Ryche in wrytyng, and, as he sayth yow have 
them in wrytyng before, ever as 1 hard thynges wurthy to be 
notyd uppon the margeiit of my bok in the Doche and Frenshe 
tong, to thentent he shuld not understond my purpose, I dyd 
writ them. Yet dyd I not beleve sutche taylys (which he 
cawlyth revelacions), for I have lemyd the gospell, AttendUe a 
falsia prophetU. Yf I had remembred another comaundement as 
well as I dyd that, Non contmpisces rem proximi tut, with the 
saying of Catho cum bonis amlmla, I shuld not have fallyn into 
this mysery. I have in remembraunce xsx. or xsxj. of these taylles 
which ar not possible to be set forth in wrytynges, that there 
intent shuld be known, and I suppose that xx. shejtes of papor 
wyll not wryte them at lengh in order. Wherefore 1 have 
written the name of the story whereuppon it dothe treate, so that 
then (yf it be as he sayth) the hole story wulbe in your re- 
membraunce. 

Fyrst, of an angell that appered and bad the nun go unto the 
kyng, that infydell prj-nce of Inglond, and say that 1 comaund 
hym to amend his 1)^6, and that he leve iij. thyngea which he 
lovyth and purposyth uppon, that is that he tak none of the popis 
right nor patrymony from hym, the second that he distroye all 
these new ffolkes of opynyon and the workes of there new 
lernyng, the thyrde that yf he maryed and tok An* in 



* TliE King wu married to Anne B<-' 
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Kigatince of God shuld plage hym, and (as she sayth) she 
Siewyd this unto the kyng, etc. 

2. Item, after this ii. or iij. monethis the angell apperyd and bad 
hur go ayen unto the kyng, and say that synce hur last beyng 
with his grace, that he hath more hyghlyer stodyed to bryng his 
purpose to passe, and that she saw in spyryt the kyng, the quene, 
and the yerle of Wylshere • standyng in a gardeyn together, and 
that the dyd devyze how to bryng the matter to passe, and by no 
raeanys it wuld not be, but at the last a lyttell devyll stode be- 
>ydes the quene, and put in hur mynd to say thus, " Yow shall 
send my father unto themprowre, and let hym shew the emprowre 
your mynd and conscience, and gyve hym these manny thowsand 
docates to have his good wyll, and thus it wulbe browght to passe." 
Go and fere not to shew the k)-ng this taylle and prevy tokyn, 
and byd hym take his owyld wjff ayen, or elles, etc. It is so 
nowghty a mattur that my hand shakyth to write it, and some 
Siynges better unwritten then written. 

, 3. Item, that whan the kynges hyghtnesse was over at Callys, 
the oyste takyn from the preyst with the blyssid blud, 
ind that angellcs browght it bur fur to receave, saying, etc. ij. 
dieytes wull scant write this story. 

. Item, that she was charged to go unto the cardenallf whan 
B was most in his prosperyte, and shew hym of iij. swordes that 
e had in his hand, one of the spirytuallty, another of the tcmpe- 
■llty, and the other of the kynges maryage ; a long mattur. The 
^sshop of Cant, and Bokyng to be remembred. 

. Item, another season after the angell comaundyd hur to go 
into the sayd cardynall, and shew hym of his ffall, and that he 
i not done as she had comaundyd hym by the wyll of God, etc. 

I • TbomM Uoleja, VwcouDt Roctierord, crttled Earl of WilUhire in \&i9, the bthcr 
[ Anne Bolrrn. In Ibe jrat roUoiring, [1.^30) the Earl of WUuhire, with Dr. 
f (lbs elect iliihcp at I>iodoB) uid Dr. Edwud Lee [the Kiog'i Almoner), 
■ ^■toit ta embuiT (o Bologna, where Ihe Pope and Emperor were to meet, la de- 



ft tbc ileeliinn of the unUenitlet in bvour of the king's i 



* mirnagr. 
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6. Item, that syns he dyed she saw the disputacion of the 
devylles for his sowylle, and }iow she was iij. tytnes lyfte up and 
culd not ae hyiu nether ia hevyn, hell, nor purgatory, and at the 
last where shew saw hym, and how by hur pennaunce he was 
browght unto hevyn, and what sowylles she saw ffly thorow 
pui^tory, etc. 

7. Item, more the angell warned Imr that she shuld go unto 
a sertayn abbot, and warne hym to take iij. of his bretherne by 
name, for they were purposed to have them away that nyght with 
iij. mens wyffes, and that God wuld they shuld have bettur 
grace, etc. 

8. Item, of another that had betyn hym zelfe so with roddes 
that bis stamell* was blody, which he thowght to have beryed in 
the garden, and she by tiie comandement of the angell met hytn, 
etc. a hy mattur for penance. 

9. Item, of ij. other monkes which had takyn shippyng to go 
unto Tynldalle, which by hur prayer was torned, and the ship had 
no powre to depart from the liaven, etc. 

10. Item, that the angell comatindyd hur to go to another 
monke, and byd hym bnme the New Testament that he had in 
Inglyssh, and of great vysions seen by the same in tokyn of 
grace, etc. 

11. Ilrni, uf the warnyng that the angell gave hur of a woman 
that cam unto sent Thomas of Cantorbery,a mervelos mattur and 
It lung, etc, 

12. Item, the angell shewyd hur that ambassett of the pnpe 
sliuld bo at Cantorbery, and how she sent by hym the message of 
God unto the pope, how ho sbuld be scorged of God for ij. 
caws is, etc. 

13. Item, tliat she spok by tlie comaundement of God at Lon- 
don witli oone other, and bad hym write the messag of God unto 
the pope, to the which she dyd set hur hand, etc. 
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14, Item, of the owild bysshop of Cantorbery, how be had pro- 
I myaed to mary the kyng, and of the warnynges by the angell 
' of God, etc. 

. Item, that she dyd shew unto docter Bokyng the owyr of 
I his deth, and zence that she harde the disputacion betwene the 
■ngelles and the develles for hys sowle. 

16. Item, she dyd se hym whan he went unto hevyn, with his 
wurdes that he spok, and how sent Thomas was there present and 
accompanyd hym, etc. 

I?. Item, of the goyng and retorne of the yerle of Wylshere 
I into Spaj-n, with the receavyng of the kynges letters there, and 
the answere of themprowre, ete.* 

18. Item, of the vyzion that she had, yf the kyng shuld have 
maryed at Callys, of the greats shame that the quene shuld 
have had, ctc-t 

19. Item, of sutche persons as the angell of God hath ap- 
poyented to be at hur deth, whan she shall receave the crowne of 

^ marterdom, and the tyme, with the place. 

20. Item, how dj*ver8 tymes the devell hath appercd unto hurj 
■oone tyme he cam in the lykenes of a goodly man, and browght 
Kirith hym a lady, and beffore hur face bad to do with hur uppon 

'fcur bed, with other mattcres to abhomynable, etc, 

2 1 . Item, of a sertayn vysion that Goldes J wyffe had uppon sent 
I'CBteryns day, which the angell of God dyd shewby hur prayer, etc. 

2-2. Item, how at CorteupHtre)'tte, § whan Mr. Gold went unto 
f nasse, the other Goldes wyffe desyryd hur to mak hur prayer 
I unto God to know the state of prynces dowager, of ij. other 

• The Ear! of WilUhire wss sent od an embus; to Siinin in I.S31. 
t Anne Bolcjn attended Ihe Court lo Calais, snd it would appear by thii passage tbat 
■Jt Wai the king't jnteatiou to loarry her on (hat occaiian. 

' $ There were tno persons of the name of Golde ictiTe in thi* affair ; Thomu GoUe, 
fti Henry Golde, parson of St. Mary Aldermary. London. The "Mr. Gold" 
(Dtioned ia the next article it the parson. 

i Onr Lady of Couit-at- Street, in the pariah of Limne, wai a little chapel, willi an 
je of the Virgi n , mucli reiorted to. It wsa here that the DnDcomnien(<edhorvisioDt. 
CAHD. 80C. D 
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wciiicn, and of ij. ^ers, which was Rich and Rishy :* as sooe as the 
Dre)-ste b^an (;on^/ror,she ffyll in a traunce, and of hur\ninderfu!l 
[ answere, etc. 

23. Item, of a sertavn gentyhnan dwellyng abowit Cantorbery, 
that had long tynies ben tetnptyd to drown hytn sel/e by the 
spryte of a woman that he had kept by his wyffes days, which is 
damned, etc a long matter and a straynge. 

31. Item, of the rysions scne by bur sister, marvelous, and 
huw she tok the blud of our Lordys sydes in a cballys, and how 
she saw the pUyg for the citty of London, etc. 

2a. Item, of the wurdes that the nun spake unto Mr. Richardes, 
liow the angell of God asked for his fayth, with sertayn prevy tokyns 
that she shewyd hym that he had in his memento, with dyvers 
other th^iiges in your bowse which cawsith them all to muse, etc 

26. How the angell of God hath coraaundy<t bur to say that 
kll ar but yllusions, for the tj-me is not cum that God wulle put 
forth the wurk, etc. 

2'. (ten), of 9 I 9 I 9 I , the rayn of the kyng how long he shall 
reyngno, as saytli a ]>ruphecT which agreeth with hur sayng, etc. 

?s. Item, of iij. lelteres A, F. G., by a profycye that ia in the 
handes of hotly Richard ; vf yowsend to me John Gooddolphyn your 
acrrani, 1 e<u\ cawschym to tfyiid hym byenquere at the Temple. 

•19. Itrm, more a greate matter of a golden letter that Mary 
Magvlalcne dyd send, and how the angell oomaundyd hur to 
cowtitcrfayt another, by cawse the pcuple ahuld have powre upon 
hur boddy, etc., iritli monoey tliat was hyd, etc, 

30. Item, tliat vj. daya bcffure the sayd Riche was ukyn, he 
Wfiit to a man that hatli a prophesy, and with hym Nesywyck 
Iho oli«er\-aunl, which shewyd unto them wunderos thyng, peanes 
and ynconicif, Ictleres of prophesy, and of all ther troble at 
IHtvrlya ('nuMe. 'I'hia man dwellylh ij. inyiys (from Bugdeane, his 
iiamo ui Handfonl, etc. J 

* »u«ltIU>)lil.ulMrualn«ditiiwBiMwd, RidtfnlBfibr«Mir 
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Tlw following letter, apon ihe laine subject >a the preceding, is from Thomu 

Goldmll, prior of CbriBt'fCIiurcli.Cnuterburf, the oldest moDuterjiaBngluid, Laving 

D founded by St. Aagiutiae, Thomas Goldnell was prior durirjg the twentj-lliree 

]te*n prccecliag the dissolatiOD of the moaasterf ■ Warhaio wa^ Archbiahop of CiD- 

terbur; from Feliruajy !503 to August 1539, and was succeeded by Cranmer. 



TUB PRIOR OF CIIRIST's CHURCH TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleopst. E. iv. fol. 79.] 

As consemyng the kiiowlege of suchc thyngea as Elizabeth Bar- 

I, hath spoken, whiche as she sayde she had knowlege of 

JQ traunces and revelaciones, thies be the thynges that I liave herd 

ood have knowlege in. At the begynnyng therof, the whiche was 

abowte vij, or viij. yeres past, as I thynke, my lord Warhatn, then 

being archcbuashope of Caunterbury, sent his comptroller called 

Thomas Walle to Caunterbury, and caused me to send two of ray 

brothern, the whiche was the selerer. Doctor Bockyng, and 

donipne William Hadley, bacheler of di\-inite, to a place called 

Courthopestrete, to see this woman, and to see what traunces 

she had. Tliey went thider at the begjTinyng, as I suppose, 

somewhat ageyn the ire myndes, and also ageyn my mynde, except 

the obedience that 1 do owe unto niy lord of Caunterbury ; and he 

had not byn, I wold not have sent them thider. After this he 

caused and gave licence to the selerer to be this womannys gostely 

ffadcr, and so he hath contynued ever syns, as ferre as I knowe, 

and resorted unto her at tyraes convenyent when he wold hyra silf, 

and that by my lord of Caunterburies licens, and most tymes not 

be myne. Tlie tyme that I have ben acquaynted with her, as I 

thynke it past not two yeres at the most. Fader Risby, one of 

1 the observaunt tfriers, nowe being warden of the place of tFriers in 

t Caunterbury, he was mover and chief causer that I was acquaynted 

I with her. I suppose, and his mocyoii had not be, I had never 

[ bene acquaynted with her, formy mynde was not to be ffamelyerly 

I acquaynted with women. He shewed unto me that as he thought 
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she was a persone moche in the fFavoure of God, and had special! 
knowlege of hym in mony thynges, and he thought, and so sayde 
unto me, that I shuld have moche spirituall comfort in her 
spekyng. Sitli that tyme she liath hyne witli me at dyner dyvers 
seasons, as I suppose vj. or vij. tjTues at the most ; and at suche 
tymes as she hath ben with me she hath showed unto me that 
dy\-ers seasons she had revelacions and spcciall knowlege ffrom 
God in certen thynges consernyng my lord of Caunterbury that 
was, my lord cardynall, and also the kynges highnes, consernyng 
his mariage, so that she sayde if he dyd mary another womanj his 
grace shuld not rayne kyng past one moneth afterward ; and also 
she sayde that she had byn with the kynges grace, and showed 
hym therof two tymes at the lest ; and also she sayde the she had 
shewed the same unto my lord of Caunterbury, that was my lord 
Warliam, as I suppose she dyd, for she was meny tymes with 
byni, and, as the sclerer shewed unto me at dyvers seasons, he 
gave moche credens unto her wordes in suche thynges as she 
knewe, and surmysed to kuowe, that she dyd shewe unto hym. 
She sayde also that if Almyghty God dyd suffer his grace to 
rayne kyng, yet he shuld nott be so accepted in the reputacion of 
God, as she sayde it was shewed unto her by revelaeion. Also 
she hath reported that at the kynges grace being at Calice, a prist 
there being at masse, the holy sacrement was taken from the awter 
and brought unto her, the whiche as she sayde she dyd receyve. 
Also the selerer shewed unto me that she had revelacions con- 
sernyng the popes holynes ; he sayde that it was shewed unto her 
that if the pope dyd geve sentence ageyn the queue that then was, 
Almyghty God wold be displeased with hym, and send plages to 
hym for it ; what the plages shuld be I cannot teit. 1 do not re- 
member that he dyd shewe any unto me. This be the thynges 
that they dyd speke unto mc, and my answer was unto them, 
'Thies be raervelus thynges that ye speke of, if they be trewe.' I 
do not remember that I made them any other answer at any tyme, 
and this thynges before rehersed I herd onely of them thre, that 
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s of the nun, of liic selei 



md of ffader Risby; and of none 



other, nether by noo other meanes, but onely by theire spehyng ; 
for as consemyng the bookes that the selerer dyd write, I dytl 
never rede them, nor never sawe them but onely when they were 
detyvcrcd, one of them to Mr. Attorney before his last goyng to 
London, and the other to John Antony, when he was sent for it, 
at what tyraes I dyd see them, but 1 dyd not rede apon them, as 
they can testyfy that dyd receyve them. Also I am auer that the 
selerer will testifie for me, that he dyd never showe me tlie boofce, 
nor eny thyng els that he wTote for her, or consernyng the seid 
nun, but onely one quayer,* the whichc he H-iUed me to rede and 
to loke uppon, and it was consernyng dyvers that were ded ; one 
of tliem was the selerers unkyll, called Master Betiet, and one 
other was a aervaunt of our house called Stephen Villers. As lie 
wrote in that quayer, the nun was desired to pray for them, and to 
Itnowe what case they were in ; and, as he wrote there, she had 
kiiowlege by revelacion that they were in payne, and for what 
offences they were there, and also what prayers and other goode 
dedes shuld be don for thcni to delyver them owte of payne. Hit 
was also shewed in the same quayer howe she was meny tymes 
trobeled with her gostely enmy, the whiehe moved her to incon- 
tynency, and to unclene levyng. Other specialities 1 do remem- 
ber none that I red in the seid quayer; and moo thynges then 
this that he wrote for her I never red, nor had in my kepyng at 
eny tyme, and that I will depose uppon my conciens. And as 
consernyng suche traunces as she had at Courthopestrete, or els 
where, I was never present at eny of thcra, ilowbeit as the 
nunnea of her house do report of her, this vj. or vij. yere she hath 
be wunt to be sykke abowte the conception(?) of our lady, and to lye 
thre or iiij. dayes without mete or drynke, as they say ; and the last 

* A quire. The mnnka md professed icribei wrote their mnnuKripts in eeparile 
piecei, each raniiiling of /our double leaTes, or sUCeen pi^«. und hence called ■ giia- 
Itinio, wheDce is derived our madeni irord guirt. These gHatentiat or " quajeri," 
were Bfierirards boond into > Tolame. The Preach eaMitr sppeon to hive the suni 
arigin. 
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yere when she lay so I [was] desired by the selerer and her silf 
also to see her, and so 1 dyd ; but at that tyme she was nott 
r . . fforraed nor apake nothyngbut aa a syke body is wount to do. 
Other thynges tlien I have rehersed before I do remember none 
to write unto you nowe ; if any other thjTig come to my mynde, I 
will not ffayle to write unto you, and to sertelie you of the same, 
by Goddes grace, etc. 

Per me, Tnou as priorem Ecclenee Christi Cantuarie. 



The fallawing p«titioa to the Kiog ippean to hxtc been written b; the motiks of 
Cliriit'i Chnrch, Canterbury, wbo feared to be compromiied ia the ifliir of EUiabetb 



PETITION OF TilK MONKS OF CAXTERBL'RY TO THE KINO. 
[Froni MS. CottoD. C1eop«t. E. iv. fol. Bl.J 

After our most humble submission and subjection to your 
gracis oiajestie, if we had not taken consolacion of the comon fame 
reporting your majestic to be as full of benignitie, grace> and 
mercy, as ever was cristened prince reignyng in Englonde, we had 
bene not onclie dejected into intoUerable sorowe and pensifenea, 
but had also bene in dispaire to make any suppbcacion to your 
higoes, or to be harde graciousUe in the same. But now, con- 
sidering your gracis most benigne nature, moche more inclyned to 
mercy and pitie than to the rigoor of justice, we be anymated and 
set in comforte to humyliate our selfes as prostrate afore your 
highiies, and to beseche the same to remytte and forget the necli- 
gences and offences commytted ayenst your grace by certen persons 
of our congregacion and moRasteric, which causith us all moat 
woofullie to lamente and sorow. And where the demerites of ow 
miserable brother dan Edwarde Bocking, doctour of dy^ynitio, be 
so liighe heynous, so grerous, and so displeasaunte to yoor 
majestic, that we dare not ones open our bppes to make any 
prayers or suppUcacion to your highenes for hym, yet if it might 
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e your highnes of your most gracious benignitie ami naturall 
goodnes to extende your superabuundant grace uppon hym, lie 
should have a thousande tymcs more cause to lawde, magnyfie, 
observe, love, and praye for your grace, tlien tltey wbich never 
offended, acurdlng to the wordes of the gospell, Cut plus dimitii- 
tur, plvs diliyil. Whose tcmeritie, furious zele, and maUdous 
blynde affection, went aboute, most gracious king, not onely to 
compase and imagenc to let, stoppe, impedite, and sclaunder your 
gracis mariage and lawfull matrimonye which ye now enyoye to 
Goddis pleasure, but also, as well before as after j'our said manage 
was concluded and conaumate, hatli travailed to bring us all into 
gret suspicion of your higbnes, so that we by infection and cor- 
rupcion of hj-m might have bene hkewise noted of untowarde 
myndes contrarie to your gracis saide mariage. Of which note of 
suspicion we be moche desirous to be purged and clered to your 
highnes ; ffor we tbinke verelye that none of us (the said doctour 
Docking onelie excepted) hath by wey of preching, teching, or by 
secret or open communycacion, moved, exhorted, or excited any 
persone to sey, tbinke, or do any thing contrarie to your gracis 
mariage, afore it was concluded or after. Neverthelca it can not 
be denyed but that some of us, not many in nombre, and speci- 
ally suche as were brought into our religion by doctour Bocking, 
beyng of the yonger sorte, have bene enfourmed by the aaid 
doctour of certen counterfeyted, false, and most malicious revels- 
ctons, as well concernyng your gracis said mariage, as also other- 
wise imagened and fayned by the most lyeng and false nonne, late 
of Saynt Sepulcres in Canterburie, agenst your majestie. And 
where that any of us have harde, beleved, or conceled the said 
false revelacions, or any of theme, we be right pensyve and in- 
wardctie sorj-e, most humbly beseching your grace of your remys- 
cion and most mercyfuU pardon therfore, promytting unto your 
majestie that none of us shall never hereafter in worde or dede 
openlie or pryvatclie do any thing that may sounde or be judged 
njudidall, hurtfull, or contrarie to your gracis said mariage, or 
k Doble issue proceeding of the same ; but shall oblige our selffes, 
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our monosterie, and successoucs, at all tymes Iiereafter to be of 
vonsonaiit inyndca, ivordes, and deades, to the mayntenaunce, 
aupportacion, and deterraynacion allredy passed by the clergie of 
both the provynces of your gracis realDie, and to the sentence of 
our most reverend hed, spirituall fatlier, and ordynarie, the 
archcbisahope of Canterburie, pronounced for the strenght, vale- 
dite, and liefuliies of the said mariage, acording to the lawe of 
God, as we of dutye ar bounde to doo ; ffor gret fohe it were, 
most gracious soveraigne, to be imputed unto us, that we being 
poore simple rehgeous men, of small lernyng and judgement, 
shoulde presume to thinke or sey any thing contrarie to the deter- 
mynacion of so many singuler and notable lemed men, not onlte 
of your gracis said clergie of this realme, but also of the most 
famous clcrkes of Cristynde, or contrarie to the diffynytyve sen- 
tence of our said spirituall he dd and father, to whose judgement 
we gp'e full feith and credence, as membres conforme to our said 
hedd, and to the body of your gracis said convocacions. Which 
we holy promyse to observe, and for our powers mayntayne and 
defende, and also contj-nuallie praye to God Afmightie that his 
goodiics gmuiite unto your grace long lyf to his pleasure and your 
hertis desire, and sende your highnes in your said mariage pros- 
perous and desiderate yssue, to succede in your realme and to 
reigne in the same, as many hundreth yeres to come, in honour 
•nd felycitie. 



J *abj«l i* fimn Roluid Lee (aftcnrafdi biihop of CotcoIij 
l,uid Lofd neudrat of the prinnpalilj of Wales). UHlTboiiiu BedjQ, 
• <rar7 actiTC liutor of llw nioaBterin. Il (ppein tliat dwj kad 
teM aMl to Cwtobar; Id pwMC tbcrc the rj»mimtiop» reUdng to tfae pnwcediBg* 
•rAa-holyMid.-' 



BOLAND 1.KE AVD THOMAS BEDTLL TO CKOUWKLL. 

[Pnm MS. Cvttaa. CiBopt*. E. it. fol. S3.*: 

After our moost faertie commendations, tbeis shalbe to advertise 

yov UHt, God niUiDg, we cnteod sboitlT to retome homeward, ttar 
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we fj-nd not so greate maters here as we thought we shuld have doen. 
The crafty imnne kept herself very secrete here, and sliewed her 
marcliaundise more openly when she war far from home ; and if 
she had been as ware in other places as she hath been here, we 
suppose she had continued in her falshede lenger than she hatli 
doen, whiche was to long. The greatest cause of demore here now, 
is to accomplisshc certen practises whiche we have devised with 
the frere observantes of Canterburie, and we trust to bring thaim 
to some good effect. We tarry also to examine the priour of 
Hortone," whiche is detected as a participant of the nunnys revela- 
tions concemyng the hinges grace reigne and his marriage. We 
have wreten unto yow that we fere that in caas we shall carry the 
parson of Aldingtone to Londone agayiie now shortly, he wol 
miscary by the wey, or sone after ; whereupon we desire you to 
send us your advise. We beseche you to be good maister to 
John Antony, for he hath shewed as muche kyndnes unto us as a 
man of his behaviour myght do, and hath always becne diligent to 
further our causes as myche as he myght. As towching the 
monkes of Christes churche whiche bee detected in this mater, 
whiche be but v. or vj. yong men, whiche have red part of 
Bokkinges boke of the nunnys revelations, my lord of Cauntre- 
buT)-, now being in his visitacion, wol examine thaim at his ley- 
sure, and therfore we think it shal not be nede for us to tarry 
upon thair examination, onles ye send us contrary word by this 
berer, wherin and in other the premisses we desire you to send 
onto us your mynd at lenght. ffrom Cauntrebury, the x'-^ day 
of December. 

Ifower owne, Roland Leb. Evyr your awne, Thomas Bkdyll. 

it Monk*' llarton, five miUi from Hjlhe. iru a cell of tlie priory of Lewci. 
d Qloaociter, «liat Briilcf, «u Ui kit prior. 
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LtRT OF TUB NITn's QOODS. 

(Prom MS, Cotton. Cleopat. E. it. fol. 84,] 

Sliilfo ivrcyvyil U»o xvj, day of Februare, of dame Elisabeth 

lUrtoii, liy the IihikIos of tbo priores of saycnt Sepulcres withowt 

CHittcrhury. into the haiuloa of John Antony of Canterburr, as 

her nUtT fiJiwth. 

tfynt, a ooschjt^ bUdo, and ono old coschyn, 
y. ewpetto^ wh«iW one ys cut in to jiecys. 
A old nutttaw, T^. oona« schettes, a kyi-«rlet and a 
pejror of Uandcettas, with ^. pylkis, and a bolster. 
^ pliktvn, uij. dyxihoa, \j. sausera, and a IftteQ 
ttMM, yivfyng x^j^^. at wj* a tb, vycbe my 
byd J priom hath and {Myed iiij*. 
A wfa;f«t ooiter, wych my Ud; prions hadi, and p^ed xij< 
A lytteU old d]«pw tow«U. 
^pyOobcroa. 
ti, CMHtydtieA. 

A voKvyt^ 'uM KaMfl«n Wyttan hath, payW j*. 
A pM« of a pbtM^o kr • tabylL 
Al|tMld^ 



CtjstktA BN«Wk aft th* t«^«nt oT aj Mr pdoNL 
^naC ^ K jw csnma^ g^voA ■■!■ iw cnacMh 
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ailPPRESSlON I 

It bu bccD ilresdj itated that Sir Thomia More and Bishop PiebEr were intolTed 
In the Kffiiir of the " baly maid of Keat; " tliej were coosDiitted to the Toner about 
the time of her eiecution, and were both condemned to the iicsffold, Fisher WM be- 
headed on the SSnd of Jane, U3£, and Sir Thomu More aafTered on the Gth of the 
follawing month. The following is tbc dranght of t letter written by Cromwell to 
Ibre hii impriaoDment. 



CBOUWELL TO BI8B0P PIBHKR. 
[Cotton. MS. Cleopat. E, iv. 161. 85*.] 
My lord, in my right hertie wise I commende me to your lord- 
ship, doing you to understand that 1 have receyved your lettres 
dated at Rochester the xviij'h day of this moneth, in wliiche you 
declare what craft and cunnjnig ye have to persuade and to set a 
good countenaunce upon all that mater, drawing sora scriptures to 
your purpose whiche, we! weyed acording to the places whereof 
they be taken, make not so muche for your purpose as ye allege 
thaim for. And where in the first lefe of your letters, ye write 
that ye doubt nothing, neither before God nor before the worlde, 
if nede shal that require, so to declare your self, whatsoever hath 
beene said of you, that ye have not deserved suche bevy wordes 
or terrible thretes as hath beene sent from me unto you by your 
brother. 

How ye can declare your self affore God and the worlde when 
nedc glial require, I can not tell ; but I think verely that your 
declaration made by thes lettres is far insufficient to prove that ye 
have deserved no hevy wordes in this behalf ; and to sey playnly, I 
sent you no hevy wordes, but wordes of great comforte, wylling 
your brother to shewe you how benigne and merciful the princewas, 
and Uiat I thought it expedient for you to write unto his highnes 
and to recognise your offence and desire his pardon, whiche his 
grace wold not deuye you now in your aige and sikkenes. Whiche 
my counxel I wold ye bad folowcd, rather than to have writen thes 
lattrea to me, excusing your self as thoughe there were no roaner 
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of defaut in you. But, my lord, if it were in an other mannys 
caaa tlian your owne, and out of the mater whiche ye favor, I 
doubt not but that ye wold think him that shuld have doen as ye 
have doen not only worthy hevy wordes, but also hevy dcdys. 
For wlier ye labor to escuse your self of your hering, beleving, and 
conceling of the nunnys fals and fayned revelations, and of your 
manyfold sending of your chapeleyn unto her, by a certen intent 
whiche ye pretende your self to have had to knowe by commonyng 
with her, or by sending your chapellaine to her, whether her reve- 
lations were of God or no, alleging diverse scriptures that ye were 
bound to prove thaim, and not to receve thaim affore they were 
proved ; my lord, whether ye have used a due meane to trie her and 
her revelations, or no, it appereth by the prouffe of your owne let- 
tres; ffor wher ye write that ye had conceyved a greate opinion of 
the holines of this woman for many considerations rehersed in your 
lettres, comprised in vj. articles, whereof the first is grownde upon 
the brute and fame of her ; The secunde upon her entering into 
religion after her traunces and disfiguration ; The third ujion reher- 
sall that her gostly father, being lerned and religious, shuld testifie 
that she was a maide of greate holines ; The fourth upon the 
report that diverse other vert u ose p res tes, men of good lemyngand 
reputation, shuld so testifie of her, with whiche gostly father and 
preestes ye never spake, as ye confesae in your letters ; The fyveth 
upon the prayses of my late lord of Canterbury, whiche shewed 
you (as ye write) that she hod many greate visions ; The sixt upon 
this saing of the prophete Amos, Nonfavet Dominua Deua verbum, 
nisi revelaverit aecrelum suum ad servos suoa proplietaa ; by whiche 
considerations ye were induced to the desire to know the very 
certente of this mater, whether thes revelations whiclie were pre- 
tended to be shewed to her from God were true revelations or 
nott. Tour lordship in al the sequell of your lettres shewe not 
that ye made no further trial upon the trueth of her and her reve- 
lations, but only in commonyng with herj and aending your chapel- 
laine to her with idle questians, as of the thre Mary Magdelens. 
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■By wliiche your conversing and sending, ye tried out no thing of 
r falshed, nouther (as it is credil^ly supposed) entended to do, 
nyght have doen many weyes more easely than with 
r coinmonyng with her or sending to her ; for litel credens was to 
be gyven to her affirmyng her owne fayned revelations to be frome 
God. ffor if credense shuld be gyven to every suche lewd person 
as wold affirme him self to have revelations from Good, what 
redyer wey wer ther to subvert al common welths and good 
orders in the world ? 

Vcrely, my lord, if ye had entended to trie out the tnieth of her 
and of her revelations, ye wold have taken another wey with you. 
First, ye wold not have beene contented with the vaj-ne voyces of 
the peple making brutes of her trauuses and dis6gurations, but 
like a wise, discrete, and circumspect prelate, ye shuld have 
examined (as other liave) suche sad and credible persons as wer 
present att her traunsces and disfigurations; not one or two, 
but a good number, by whoes testimony ye shuld have proved 
whether the brutes of lier traunces and disfigurations were true 
or not. And hkwiae ye shuld have tried by what craft and 
persuasion she was made a religious woman. And if ye had 
beene so desirous as ye pretende to enquire out the trueth or 
&lshed of this woman and of her revelations, it is to be sup- 
posed ys wold have spoken with her godd, religious, and wel 
Icrned gostly father or this tyme, and also with the vertuose 
and wel lemed preestea (as they were estemed), of whoea rea- 
portes ye wer informed by thaim whiche herd thaira speke j ye 
wold also have beene mynded to ae the booke of her revela- 
tions which was offerd you, of whiche ye myghte have had more 
I trial of her and of her revelations than of a hundred communica- 
I tiona with her, or of as many sendinges of your chapellcn unto 
I her. As for the late lord of Cauntreburys seyng unto you that 
I fthe had many greate visions, it ought to move you never a deale 
I to gyve credence unto her or Iier revelations ; (for the said lord 
) more ccrtente of her or of her revelations than yc dyd 
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by lier owne reaport. And as towching the saing of Amos the 
prophet, 1 think verj-ly the same moved you but a litell to herkyn 
unto her; for sjfthe the consummation and thendeof tholde testa- 
ment, and sythens the passion of Christ, God haithe doen many 
greate and notable thingea in the worle, whereof he shewed no 
thing to his prophetes that hath commen to the knowlege of men. 
My lord, all thes thinges moved you not to gyve credence unto 
her, hut only the very mater whereupon she made her fala pro- 
ficyes, to whiche mater ye were so affected (as ye be noted to be 
on al maters whiche ye enter ons into), that no thing could come 
amysse that made for that purpose. 

And here I appelle your conscience, and instantly desire you to 
answer, whether if she had shewed you as many revelations for 
the confirmation of the kinges graces manage whiche he now 
enjoyeth, as she did to the contrary, ye wold have g>-ven as 
muche credence to her as ye have doen, and wold have let the 
trial of her and of her revelations to overpasse thes many yeres, 
where ye dwelt not from her but xx. mylys, in the same shire, 
where her traunces and disfigurances and prophecyes in her 
traunses were surmised and countrcfej-ted. And if per caas ye wol 
sey (as is not unlike but ye wol sey, mynded as ye were wont to 
be} that the maters be not like, for the law of God in your opmion 
standeth with the one and not with thother ; suerly, my lord, I 
suppose this had beene no greate cause more to reject the one 
than the other, for ye know by histories of the Bible that God 
may by his revelation dispense with his owne law, as with the 
Israelites spoylingthe Egiptians, and with Jacob to have iiij. wifes, 
and suche other. 

Think you, my lord, that any indifferent mann, considering the 
qualitc of the mater and your affection, and also the negligent 
passing over of suche lawful trialles aa ye mygbt have had of the 
said nunne and her revelations, is so dull, that can not percep-e 
and diacerne that your commonyng and often sending to the said 
nun was rather to here and know more of her revelations, than to 
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I trie out the trueth or ^shed of thes same } And in this behalfe 

] I suppose it wolbe hard for you to purge your selfe before God or 

I the worle, but that ye have beene in greate defaut herin, belevyng 

I and conceUng suche thinges as tended to the destruction of the 

I prince. And that her revelations were bent and purposed to that 

I ende, it hath beene duely proved affore as greate assembly and 

counsel of the lordes of this realme as hath beene scene many yeres 

heretofore out of a parliament. And what the said lordes demed 

thaim worthy to suffer, whiche herd, beleved, and conceled thees 

fals revelations, be more terrible than any thretes spoken by me 

to your brother. 

And where ye go abought to dcfende that ye be not to be 
blamed for conceUng her revelations concernyng the kinges grace, 
bicause ye thought it not necessary to reherse thaira to his high- 
ties for vij. causes ffolowing in your fettres, affore I shewe you my 
mj'nde concernyng thees causes, 1 suppose that, albeit yc percaas 
thought it not necessary to be shewed to the prince by you, yet 
that your thinking shal not be your triall, but the law must diffine 
whether ye owghte to utter it or not. 

And as to the first of said vij causes t albeit she told you that 
she had shewed her revelations concernyng the kinges grace to 
the king her self, yet her seyng or others discharged not you but 
that ye were bound by your fidelite to shewe to the kinges grace 
that thing whiche semed to conceme his grace and his reigne so 
nyghly ; for how knew you that she shewed thes revelations to 
the kinges grace but by her owne aeyng, to whiche ye shuld have 
gyven no suche credence as to forberc the utterance of so greate 
maters concernyng a kinges welth } And why shuld you so sinis- 
terly judge the prince, that if ye had shewed thes same unto 
him he wold have thought that ye had brought that tale unto him 
more for the strenghing and confirmation of your opinion then 
for any other thing els? Veryly, my lord, whatsoever your 
judgement hee, I se dayly such hetiignite and excellent huraanite 
in his grace^ that I doubt not but his highness wold have ac- 
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cepted it in good part, if ye had shewed the same rcvelatioDs untx) 
him, as ye were bounden to do by your fidelite. 

To the secunde cause : Albeit she shewed you not that any 
prince or other temporal lord shuld put the kinges grace in danger 
of his crowne, yet there were weyes inowghe by whiche her s^d 
revelations myght have put the kinges grace in daunger, as the 
foresaid counsel of lordes have substancially and dewty considered. 
And therefor, albeit she shewed you not the meanes whereby the 
daynger shuld ensue to the kinge, yet ye were neverthelesse 
bounden to shew him of the daunger. 

To the third : think you, my lord, that if any person wold come 
unto you and shewe you that the kinges destruction were con- 
sj)ired against a certen tyme, and wold ferther shewe you that he 
were sent from his maister to shewe the same to the king, and wol 
sey ferther unto you that he wold go streyct to the king, were it not 
yet your duety to certifie the kinges grace of this revelation, and 
also to inquire whether the said person had doen his foresaid 
message or no ? Yes verely, and so were ye bound, though the 
nuniie shewed you it was her messaige from God to be declared 
by her to the kinges grace. 

To the iiij""=: here ye translate the temporal duety that ye owe 
to your prince to the spiritual duety of suchc as be bounde to 
declare the worde of God to the peple, and to sliewe unto them 
the perill and punisshement of syne in an other worle, the concele- 
ment whereof perteyneth to the judgement of God, hut the con- 
celement of this mater perteyneth to other judges of this realme. 
To the v'li; ther wuld no blame be anexed to you, if ye had 
shewed the nunnys revelations to the kinges grace, albeit they 
were afterward found fals ; for no man owght to be blamed doing 
his duety. And if a man wold shewe you secretly that there were 
a greate mischief entended against the prince, were ye to be 
blamed if ye shewed liim of it, albeit it were a fayned tale, and the 
said mischief were never imagined ? 

To the sixt, concemyng an imagination of master Pacy : it was 
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F Imowen that he was beside him selfe, and therefore they were not 

1>Iame(l that made no report thereof. But it was not lik in this 

CMS, ffar ye toke not this nunne for a mad woman ; for, if ye had, 

ya wold not have gyven uiito her so grente credence as ye dyd. 

To the fintti and vij"' cause, where ye lay unto tlie charge of 

B<vnr soreraine. that he hath unkyndly entreated yow with grevous 

" Vordes and terrihle letters for shewing liia grace trowthe in this 

gnate mater, whereby ye were diaafected to shewe unto liira the 

nunnyi revelations ; I belcve that I know the kinges goodnes and 

natural gentihies so well, that his grace wold not so unkyndly 

handle you as you unkj-ndly write of him, onles ye gave him other 

causes than he expressed in your letter. And whatsoever the 

kuiges grace hath sayed or writen unto you heretofore, yet that 

notwitha ton ding ye were neverthelesse bounden to utter to him 

thes pernicious revelations. 

Finally, where ye desire for the passion of Christ that ye be no 
more quykkened in this mater, for if ye be put to that struite ye 
wyl not lose your Boule, but ye wyl speke as your conscience 
ledcth yow, with many moo wordes of grente curraige : my lord, 
if ye had taken my counsel sent unto you by your brother, and 
fulowed the same, submitting your selfe by your letter tu the 
kinges grace for your offcnais in this behalf, I would have trusted 
tbkt ye sliuld never bo quykkened in this mater more. But now, 
where ye t»ke upon yow to defie the hole mater, as ye were in no 
hult, I cnn not so far promissc you. And suerly, my lord, if 
■ inat«r come to triall, your owne confession in then letlres, bc- 
1 the wittueK which ar against you, wolbe sufficient to con- 
kmne yow; whcrefor, my lord, I wol eftsones advise you that, 
lyng apart nl suche excuses as ye hnve alleged in your letters, 
Vrhiche in my opinion be of smnl effect, as I have declared, ye bcseche 
Hbe kinges grace by your Ictlers to be your gntcious lord, and to 
niitte unto you your negligence, oversight, and otTencc coni- 
ttted against his highnes in this behalf, and I dare undertake 
tftt hia highnea shal bcningnely accepte yow into his graciuus 
lAHD. SOC. V 
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favor, al mater of dysplcasere past affore this tyme forgoten and 
forgyven. 

As towelling the spcking of your conscience, it is tliought that 
ye have writen and have spoken as muche as ye can, and many 
thiiiges {as som right probably beleve) against your owne con- 
science. And men report that at the last convocation ye spake 
many thinges whiclie ye could not wel defende, and therefor it is 
not greatly ferede what ye can sey or write in that mater, how- 
soever ye bee quykkencd or straytcd, and if ye had taken, etc. 



It uppears that other of the monks nnd frinra eonccmed in these plots agninit the 
King's marriage were indulged with visions, as well ss Eljiabelh Bnrton. Tlie two 
following letters tre curious specimens of theii strange reveialioni. The Ant i« from 
a lEonlt of the Charter House. 



VISION OP JOUN DARLEY 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. fol. 1!9.] 

M<l.Tliatl, JohnDarlay, monkeof the Charterlious besyde Lon- 
don, had in my tymc licence to say service with a ffather of our reli- 
gion, named ffatlicr Raby, a very old man, in so nioch when he ffell 
seke and lay apon hys deth bed, and after the tyme he was anelede 
and had recevyd all the sacrament of the church in the prcsens of all 
the covent, and whan all they war departed, I sayde unto hym, 
" good ffather Itaby, yff the dede man come to the qwyke, I he- 
such yow to com to me," and he said, " yea," and mediately he 
dyed the same nyghte, wich was in the clansyng days last past, 
anno xv'^xsxiiij. An sens that I never dede thynke apoti liyin to 
sapit Jhon day Baptist last past. 

Item, the same day at v. of the cloke at after none, I beyng in 
contcmplacion in our cntre in our sscll, sodanly he appered unto 
Die in a nionkes habyt, and said to me, " whhy do ye not ffotow 
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r ffather?"* and I sayd, " qwherfFor?" He sayil, " 'for lie is 
'marter iri lievyn nest unto angeUes," And I said, " whcr be all 
our other fatliers wich died as well [as] he ? " He answer and said, 
" they be well, but nat so well as he." "And than I said to hym, 
" ffather, how do ye ? " And he nnswcrd and said, " well 
enought." And I said, "ffather, shall 1 pray ffor yow?" and he 
said, " I am WfU enowgbt, but prayer botii for yow an other doith 
good." And so sodanly vanyushd away. 

Item, upon Saturdayncxt after, at v. of the clocke in the morn- 
ynge, in the same place in our entre, lie appered to rae agayne 
with a lange whyte herd, and a whyte staff in his hand, lyftynge 
it up ; wherapon I was affrayd, and than lenyngc apon his staff 
sayd to me, " I am sory that I lived not to I had ben a marten" 
And I said, " I thinke ye he as well as ye war a marter." And lie 
sayd, Nay, ffor my lord of Rochester and our ffather was next unto 
atigclles in hevyn. And than I said, "ffather, what elles?" 
And than he answerd and sayd, " the angelles of pease ded 1am- 
mentand mume withowt mesur;" and so vanyushed away. 

ivij"> Jay off Jnne, 



Th« dale of the foIlDoing letter it namenlmt uocelilin; but the biihoiii of Cnatcr 
bDrr, Saluburj. and Worcester trew to have been Craiimer, SbaltoD, mid Lntimcr ; 
•a (hit it DiBir b« placed in tbe March of 1533 or U<36. It ia placed berc on accuunt 
of ila coDDectioa witb tbe foregoing, bf (be vuion atary at tbe comiucaceuieut ; uod it 
■111 aorre aa a cnrioua descriptian of the feelingg oF tbe King and Ibercformiira towards 
Ibe moaka joat before the discolndon of their boiues. Latimer'i ■crmoo at St. Paul'a 
Cra» U parUcntarlf characteKitic of tbe sudden change which bad taken plncc lipcc 
hit pmcblng at Briilol. The bishop of Rocbeiter, who inhibited confcisiou at the 
CraCclipd Priars, wai John Hilsej, originallj' a friar of Briatot, alrcaJir mentioned. 
Tke bishop of Londtn wm John Stoltcsley, who wai not one oflbe reformiDg bishopi, 
ig been appoiulf d to the lee u early as 1 ^30. 

f Pi«1»blf ho BlludM to John Houghton, tbe prior of tbe Chorter-bouge. wbo had 
■ hnged and tjiuiiered at Tjbuni, on tbe ZTtb of April, for refusing to Bcknow> 
gi the Klng'i luptcmacjt. 
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LBTTBR OF TIIOUAS DORSKT. 

[From MS. J^oUob. CIcop. E. iv. ral. 110.] 

Tu lb« t\glit wonhipfall Mi. Horenretl, miirmr, Mr. Eljrrte, Mr. Htwkjni, ind 

Villbun AUiryib, of Plammoarthe, thcirc bowndca lad bckolJ^a Thomu Donet, 

aw«(a of S. UuipnlB la hathbtaj in Lonilon, wiKlitb gretjvg ind good bellh* la 

MH- tori JtM CriiU. Aocn. 

On the morowc after that master Hawkins departed from h«tu, 
I Iiavrng notliyng to doo, as an idler went to Lambbethe to tlie 
byshniiis place, to see what newis ; and I toke a whenr at Pawlis 
whorfTc, wherin also was allre<!j^ a doctour, namyd doctonr 
CnMikohorne, whit-li was sent for to come to the byabope of Can- 
terbury. And he before the iij. byshopis of Canterbury, of Wor- 
cctre, aiid Salesbunr, confessed that he was ntpte into heren, 
where he see the Trinitc seltyn^ in a pall, or mantell, or cope (call 
it what you please), of blew ccAot, and from the midle npwanl 
tiicy were thre bodyes, and from the midle were they eJoad all 
thr« intu on bodye, they were but on, baryng also but ij. feeta 
Bor but ij. ki^es ; and he spake with our ladye, and she toke brro 
bye the bandc, and bad hyiu serre her as be had doon in tyme 
|iassed, and bad hym to prccbc aborde that she woM be bonond 
L ftt Eppiswhiclie and at Willisdgn* as she bath bee in old tymcs, 
ar/*r(e i this he said he wuUe abyrfe by«. Then mylord of Cao- 
lerburT a{^K»cd hyin Dcne, and be made bot write aunswer, and 
was bade to depute and cone i^yne the seeood day aftre. So 
did ht i bal at tbe bato be denyed bis vuaon. Then be wold 
prove pomtory by a eortaync «en in the Sauller, but vben it 
was betin well to bin be eowld nott byde bye it. 1^ byabept 
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uked hym what shold move hym to take lifnidefaste 1>yc that 
place. " Mom," quod lie, " My lord of London saide that it made 
well for it. What place in the Saulter it was, I can nott tell." 

Tlien was there on Lamberte* within a vi^' daycs and lesse 
aftre that, whiche was detecte of herysie to the iij. hy8ho|>i9; his 
•rticles was this, that it was syn to pray to saintis. Then came 
he to his aunswer, and the thre byshopis cowld nott saye that it 
was iiecestari or nedcfuU, but he myght nott make syn of it ; and 
yf he wolde agree to that, he myght have byn goon bye and bye, 
but he wold nott. Then was he comaunded to ward in the porter 
logde, and remayne there from that Monday tyll Frydaye nyght, 
Then he waa sett at large to goo whether he wolde. He came 
thcther backe agayne the morow to knowe the byshopes pleasure, 
wtiGtiier he were all free or nott, and tiien theie apposid hym 
agayne, and he byde bye it, yet cowde they fyiide it bye no scrip- 
ture that we owght to do it. The byshope of \\'orcetre was most 
extreme agaynst hym, so was he sent to ward agayne. And on the 
next mornyng, wliich was Sundaye, they sent bothe hym and his 
utieles to my lord chaunccllour, and there he remaynyth in prison 
yet. My lord of Northefolk, the erle of Ksbcx, and the eowntes 
of Oxfforthe, wrate to this byshopis agaynst hym, and for that 
catue men suppose ihcy handelJd hym so to please theym to geate 
Givor, which thyng hathe within thys htle whyle don great hurt 
to the trutlie, hut what shall come of hym God knowitli onlye. 

Doctour Heyms prechitlie before the kyng, as he is appoyntid, 
BTery Wed)-nsday this Lent, and on Wedynsday in theYmbre he 
■aide in his scrmonc that Ciod hathe brought the truthe of his 
wotdc to light, and princis be the ministeris of it to gyve co> 
maundement that it shold goo forward, and yet is no thynge re- 
ginled and make of hym but a Criitmas kyng. On Tewisdaye 
me wekc the byshope of itochestre came to the Cruchod 
1, and inhibite a doctour and iij. or ilij. mo to hyre confes- 
, and 8oe in Cardmaker, and oder in tlieir plaois. Then came 

* Tbii Luobcrie *u iflerwardi bumi in SmiihiicU for liimf. 
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tlic 1>y8tio])v uf Loiiilunis aparitur, cnine antt raylitl on tliot 
byslio])c, anil snide that he nor no sui-hc as he is shall have juris- 
diccion wttliin his lordcs precincte. Then was tlie l)yslioiie 
of Luiidon sent for on Thursday to make aunswer to it, but he 
was sike and rayght nott com. Then on Fryday the clei^'c sate 
on it in the convocatiun howse at after-non a long tynie, and lafte 
of till anndre daye, and the meane tyme all men that have takyn 
any hurt, losse, or wrong at his hande, must lirj-ng in their byllia 
and shall have recompence. 

On Sondaye last the byshope of Worcetre preched at Paulia 
Crosse, and he saide that byshopis, ablwtis, prions, parsonis, can- 
iionis resident, pristis, and all, were stronge theris, ye dukis, lordis, 
and nil; the kyng, quod he, made a inarvelles good acte of parlia- 
ment that i-ertB)nie men shuldc sowe everj- of theym ij. acres of 
hcmpr, but it were all to Utle, were it so moche more, to hange the 
thevis that be in England. Byshopis, abbads, with soche other, 
sliutd not have so many serrauntes, nor so many dysshes, but to 
goo to their first foundacion, and kejie hospitalytie to fede the 
ncdye people, not jolye felowis with goldj-n chaynes and velvet 
gowiij-s, lie let thcjiii not onis come into the howsis of religioun 
for repa&te; let theym call, knave byshope, knave abbat, koaire 
prior, yet fede non of Uieym all, nor their horses, nor their do^is, 
Dor yv[t] sett men at lybertye ; also to et« lleshe and whit mete in 
Lent, so that it be don witliout hurtyng of weke conscienees, aitd 
witliout sedition, and lykewisc on Frydaye and all dayes. TTte 
byslii^ of Canterbury seythc that the kingea grace is at a full 
po\ ute for fryers and chauntrj- fNristis, that they sliall amye all 
that, savj-ng tlio tliat can preche. Than one sajde to the byshope 
that the;- had good trust that they shuld serve fiuctbe there lyfle 
tymes, and be saidv they shulde serve it out at eait then, for any 
oU»er serrice they shold have bye tliat. 

On Satcrdaye in tl>e Ymbre weke the lunges grace came in 
amonge the boigcais of the parliament, aitd delyvcred tbeym a bille, 
and bade theym loWc upon it and waye it in conscience, (or be 
wold uott, be sude, bare thejm passe on h nor on uj ocber 
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Aiyng l)ecause his grace gevith in tlic bill, but they to see yf it be 
lor a comyn wele to his subjectis, and have an eye thetherwarde. 
And on Wedynsdayc next be will be there agayne to here their 
inyndes. Tbcr sbatbe a proviso made for poore people. The gaylis 
ahulbe ryde, the faultye shtill dye, and the odre shalbe acqiiyte 
bye proclaniacion or bye jure, and shalbe sett at libertie, and paye 
nil fees; and sturdye beggaris and suche prisonars as can nott be 
sett a worke, shalbe sett a worke at the kyngcs charge, somme at 
Dover,and somme at the place where the water hathe broken in on 
the londe, and other mo placis. Then yf they fall to idelnes, tlio 
idelcrs shalbe had before a justice of peace and his fawte writen ; 
then yf he be takyn idle agayne in another place, he ahalbe knoiiTie 
where his dwcllyng is, and so at the second uienyttion he shalbe 
■nyd in the handc ; and yf he fayle the iij''^ tynie, he shall dye 
This aaide burgis of the parliament. Men sayd that the 
Kinyntuary shall, aftre this settyng of the parliament, hold no man 
for dett, morder, nor fclenye, nor for none other cause, nor Weat- 
mester, nor S. Martyns, nor seint Kateryns, nor none other saiii- 
toary. Other iiewis knowe I none, as knowith our Lord, who 
erw kepe us all. Writen in haste, the siij"' day of Marche, by 
your owne to his htlc power. 



It Wbon alretdy itoleil Ihatthe Chsrirr.lioDieinl.ondan and the reli^oai haniN 

UfUcbmond, Syon.aiid Grcen<ric<h hud been iiiTolTRdin the afhiruf tha MaldoFKent, 
•ad bad dialiagiiUhfd tlieinBelici by their oppoaition la the mcoiurca at tlic King. 
TLcf thiu Ixnunc Ihr first of the rclrgionH bousei thai were lubjecteil la > rerunning 
fliltaliuD, sod rame of (lie monks ind nuns were treated nith grent harahneaB and 
Wferitj'. The rollowini; live lettera, «U irritttn iprareiillf in the jinr IS.^.'i, relate to 
tltue TJaitilioni. Thonss Itcdyll and Riclioril Layton vert both of them aftervarda 
t«T acUte lisitora of tlie moDUteiicf , *■ nc sliatl lee a little further on. 
Tb« Charter- home (d name known a( prcwnt by the criehrated ichool eilaiillihcd 
u fouiiiled in the ttign af EilHnrd 1 1 1, hy the rimoni (oldle r Sir Waller 
Hfll U lite wiiK gelvrled liy liim nriginnlly to scnc lor a burini plaee in llie ffiirfiil 
■ iS'(9>A(l. and nlmuE S<l,(Nnl hodi[-< nra mid \o hive licen inlprrrd tliern during 
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ilt coBtiBMBce. It BfkenrtHt beMme a iMiMslery of Carthviiaiis. A 
number of Um Cliarter.hoiue mo&kt refoied oUtiBately to M^BOwledge tlM kmf't 
supremacy : John Hougbton, the prior, was executed on the 27th April, 1535 ; two 
others, William Exmewe and Sebastian Newdigate, suffered on the 10^ ol June 
Ibllowii^ ; and Richard fiere, John Davy, Thomas Johnson, Thomas Green, Tl 
Shryne^ Walter Pierson, Robert Salt, ThomM Rodyng» and William H«vm# 
executed on the 4th of August. 

XIV. 

BBDTLL TO CROMWBLL. 

[from MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. ti. foL S59.] 

PIcftce it 3roa to understmnd^ that on Tuesday fiirthwidi vpon my 
departure from you I repaired to the Charter-house, and had 
with me diverse bokes and annotations bothe of myne owne and 
others against the primacy of the bisshope of Rom% and also of 
sainct Peter* declaring evidently the equalite of the ^poaldlea by 
the law of (}od. And after long communicmtion more than oo 
howre and a half with the vicar and procurater of the houses I 
Itti thoes bokes and annotations with thaim, that they shidd aa 
the holy scriptures and doctors th»eupon concemyng the said 
niaterss and thereupon leforme theim selves acordii^y. And 
yesterday they sent me the said bokes and annolatioDS a^aine 

home to mv house bv a servant of thairss without anv word or 

« « « 

wrinn^:. Whcrfv^r I sent to the pi^)curater to com and sprite with 
me« seing I kept my bed bi reason of siknes« and could not com to 
him* And at his con^myng* I demaunded of him whetka- he and 
the vkmr and other of the sennors had seen or henl the said an«^ 
notations, or pnwsed the titles ct the bokes making mooit for 
the snid maters;. Ani he auaswerd that the vicar and he and 
Nndigat had spent the tywe upon thaim tyl ix. or s. of the cknk aK 
nvscht^ and that thev saw nothing in thaim wherbv ther war 
Bsoved to alter thair opinion* I dian declared to him the dari^or 
of his «i|Nnion» whiche was like to be the dcstmciion of thnanajid 
far tvar $ andi aa far aa I conld p e iic) i % hj my 
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punication with the ^icar and procurator on Tuesday, and with 
the procurater yesterday, they be obstinatly determined to suffer 
■1 extremites rather than to alter thair opinion, regarding no more 
the detlie of thair father in word or countenaunce than lie wer 
leving and conversant among thaim. I also demaunded of the 
procurater whether the residue of his bretheren wer of like opinion, 
and he aunswerd lie was not suer, hut he thought the wer al of 
one inynd. I shewed him that I thought that the spirit whiche 
appered afFor God, and seyed he wold be a fala spirite in the 
moutlies of al the prophetes of Acab, had inspired thaim and 
Wed Uiys obstinacy in thaim. Finally I suppose it to be thewyl 
i Go<!, that as thair rehgion had a simple begynnyng, so in this 
_ e it shal have a strainge ende, procured by thaim selfes and 
by none others. And albeit they pretend hoUnes in this behalf, 
suerly the ground of thair said opinion is hypocrisy, vayne glory, 
confederacy, obstinacy, to thentent they may be seen to the worle, 
t specially to suche as have confidence in thaim, more feytliful 
i more constant than any other. From Aldergate strete, tliis 
Wnyng of Ascention day. I am so trobyld with the fever, that 
1 fayne to kepe my house. 

By your owne, 

Thomas Bedyll. 



ROLAND LEK* AND BEDYLL TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotlnn. Cleopsl. E. iv. fol. 10.] 

FIcase it yow to understande, that on Saterday laste aboute vj, 

of the clock we receyved your lettres by the provynciall of the 

d Lee linil been odb o[ Iht King'i chnpltiiu. nnci perrunncd the iRirria^ ccte- 
|V between l)>e King nnil Anne Uokyn : in I.U4 he hsil beco mule BUhop orCo. 
Mil LiclidcUl, nml llie King nlao conferreil upon him tlic prciiJency ut Iho 
il or Wnl™. 
BDAMD. 80C. O 
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Augustyn ffriers, according to the which lettres we tooke our 
journey ffurthmthe towardes Richemount, and came thither be- 
twixte X. and xj. at night, and in the mornyng fFolowing we had 
ffirst comiinication with the warden and oon of the seniors named 
Sebastian, and after with the hole convent, and moved them by 
all the meanea and policies that we ooulde devise to consent to the 
articles delyvered unto ua by the saide provynciall, and requyred 
the confirmation of them by their convent scale ; which warden 
and convent shewed them selfes very untowarde in that behalfe, 
and theruppon we were (forced to move the convent to putt the 
matter holly in the arbitrement of theire senyours, otherwise iiamed 
distrettes, which were but iiij. in nomber, and that they iiij. havynj? 
ffull auctoritte to consent or dissent ffor them all, and in the name 
of them all, shukle raeate us at Grenewiche this day in the 
mornyng, and bring their convent senle with them ; and so they 
did- And when we came to Grenewich we exhorted the convent 
likewise to putt the hole matticr in the handes of their seniors, or 
distrettes, to thentent to avoide superfluouse woordes and idle 
reasonyng, and specially to thentent that if the distrettes shulde 
refuse to consent, it were better after our myndes to strajme a 
ffewc then a multytude. But at Grenewiche we coulde in no wise 
obteyne to have the mattier put in the distrettes handes and arbi- 
trement, but the convent stifFely affyrmed that wher the mattier 
concerned perticulerly every oone of tlieir soules, they wolde aun- 
swere perticulerly every man £For hym self. And when, after 
muche reasonyng and debating, we requyred to have their (finall 
and determyiiatt aunswer, which we dematinded of every oone of 
them perticulerly, we fFounde them in oone mynde of contradic- 
tion and dissent ffrom the saide articles, but specially agaynst this 
artycle, Quod episcopuB liomanue nihilo viajoria neque aucloriiatit 
aut jurisdictionia habendus sit qvam cettri quivis episcopi in Anglia 
vel alibi gentium in sua quisqtte dtocesi. And the cause of their 
dissent, as they saide, was by reason that that article was clerely 
agaynst their professyon and the rules of sayncte Frauncis, in 
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th nilei it is thus wrytten (as they shewed unto us) t Ad hec 

obedUHliam injunga mimstria til petunt a domino papa unum 

tanefe liomane ecclesie cardinulibm, qui sit gubernator, pro- 

ttor, el corrector ialiua frate>nUati», ut semper mbdiii et subjecti 

■dibas guttcte ecclrsie ejusdeni alabiles in fide cathoiica pauperla- 

lem et humtlitalem, et aecundam EvangeUum Domini nosiri Jew 

Chrittt, quod firmiter promisimua obaeri'emua, Wlieniiito thre 

BUtifiWers : First, that saincte Frauncis and his liretheni at the 

hegiiinynfr were dwellyng in Italic undre the obedience of tlie bis- 

kliappe of Rome, aa all monkes not exempto be undre the obe- 

itioe of the bJsshoppe oS' Canterbury, and therfore it were no 

aile that saincte Frauncis wolde his brethem to be obedient 

the bisshoppe of Home, being their prelate ; at which tyme of 

•ayncte Frauncis, and long after, ther were none of Iiis ordre in 

Englonde, and therfore thies woordes wer not ment by ffriers of 

Englonde. The seconde aunswore that we made was this, that 

chapiter of saincte Frauncis rule which they alleyge makith 

iition of niynystres, and that they shuUle desyer of the pope to 

ive uonc of the cardynalles which slmlde be governor, protec- 

tour, and correctour of their brotlierhode; and we sliewed tbem that 

in our opyiiyon that chapiter was, no parte of saincte Frauncis 

rule, but was fforged sythens and planted into the same by some 

ambicious ff[ri]ar of that ordre, ffor, as we supposed, the name of 

mynystres was not foundc out or spoken of when their rule was 

confyrmed ; and it is to be thought that saincte Frauncis, being 

a holy man, was desyrous to have a cardj-nall to governe an<i cor- 

recte his brethem, Thirdely, we affyrmed unto them that they 

were the kinges subjectes, and that by the lawe of God they 

owed him their entier obedience ; and that the pope and saincte 

Frauncis and they them selves, with their vowes, othes, or profea- 

ms, coulde take away not oone jote of the obedience which they 

to the kinge by Goddis lawe. And we shewed them that none 

Um klng«s subjectes coulde submytte himself or beare obedience 

mj othtr prynce or prelate, without the kinges consent. And 
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if he did, he did the kinges grace greate injurye, and offendid God, 
breakyng his lawes commaunding obedience towardes prynces. 
And in this behalf we shewed that the king, being a christen 
prynce, was a spirituall man, and that obedience which they owed 
to the kinge by Goddes lawe was a spirituall obedience and in 
spirituall causes ; ffor they wolde be obedient but only in tem- 
porall causes. But all this reason coulde not synke into their ob- 
stinatt heddes and wome in custome of obedience of the pope. 
Albeit we flfurther declared unto them that bothe archebissoppes 
of this realme, the bisshoppes of London, Wynchester, Duresme, 
Bathe, and all other prelattes and heddes, and all the ffamouse 
clerkes of this realme, have subscrybed to this conclusyon, Quod 
Itomanus pontifex non hahet majoremjurisdictionem ex sacris Uteris 
in hoc regno Anglic quam quivis alius extemus episcopus. All this 
notwithstanding, their conclusion was, they had professed saincte 
Frauncis religion, and in the observance therof they wolde lyve 
and dye. Sory we be we can not bring them to no better fframe 
and ordre in this behalf, as our ffaithfull myndes was to doo, ffor 
the accomplishment of the kinges pleasure. From the Myles 
ende, the xv**» day of June. 

By yower assurydly, Roland Co. et Lien. 

Your owne, Thomas Beotll. 

To master Secretary. 



XVI. 

BEDTLL TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cleop. E. ti. fbl. 168.] 



After my moost due thankes and hertie commendations unto 
you, I do you to understand tliat, as it was agreed bytwixt you 
and me at your departing, I have deliverd al maister Dr. Fysshers 
bookes late bisshope of Rochester^ devised by him in the defense 
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f Uie kinges grace first unlLiwful mnrria^c uiul agninsl \ns sccuiul 
wful marriage, to my lord of Cauntrclmry, to l)e seen ami wcyed 
Iiy biin and suclie as gyve attendance on iiira at this tyme fur 
tlmiinswer to be niaile to Cocleus* boke and others, trusting that 
my said lord and the said other lerned men wol make so substim- 
cinl nunswer to the said M, Fisshcrs books and the seid others, tiiiit 
not only the peple of this t_vme, hut also suche as shal rede tlie said 
s at al tymes hereafter, shall wel percey\'e thereby that at 
e kinges procedinges in tboes maters have been grownded upon 
1 reasons and auetorites founded in the law of God, wliicJi 
tus grace tras boundcn in conseienec to folow, notwithstanding 
any otlier assertion or intelhgcnce. 

I have also been at Syon sith your departing with my lord of 
London, where we have found the lady abbas and susters as 
conformable in every tiling as myght he devised. And as towell- 
ing the father confessor and ffather Cursoiie (whiche be the saddest 
^en ther and best learned) tliey shewed tliaimselfcs hke honest 

; and I think the confessor wol now on Sonday next in his 
rnon make due mension of the kinges title of supreme hcd, 
mrding as he is eommaunded. What towardnes or intowardncs 
i have seen in soin other of the bretherii there, I wol informc 

II at your rctorne to Londone, and omitte it now bicausc I havtt 
torn hope that by the wisedorae of ihc father confessor and father 
pDTsone the residue shal shortly be brought to good conformitc. 

und if not, there be two of the brethern must be wedcd out, 
{fthichc be sumwhat scdiciose, and have labored busily tu infect 
SlBir fvlowes with obstinacy against the kinges said title. 
I liad the father confessor alone in the very secrete cumuiuca- 
1 concemyng certen letters of the said M. Fisshers, of whicho 
ibcr Rninold mndc mention in his examination, whiche the said 
wher promised the kinges grace that he never shewed to any 
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other man^ nouther wold. The said eoDfessor hath oonflBssed to 
ine tliat the said Fissher sent to him^ to the said Raineld, and to 
one other brother of thers deceased^ whoes name I remember not, 
the copy of his said letters directed to the hinges grace, and the 
copie of the kinges aunswer also, bat he hath sworen to roe upon 
his tidelite that the said copies tarried not with thatm but one 
nyght^ and that none of his brethem saw thees same hmk thoea 
thre atfor named. He hath knowleged to me also that tbe said 
Fissher sent unto Ihaini with the said copies a hclkm of his made fai 
the defense of the hinges grace first marrii^e, whidie he eo»> 
fessed himself to have in his keping, and which be haitfi williii|^ 
deliverxl unto nio« and also Abels booke« and one odier books made 
by the emperour his ambassitor (as I suppose). 

Mv loni of Londone declared reasons for the oonfirmatioii of tka 
kinges title of supreme bed, and for the infirmatioa and extbi^ 
tion of the bisshope of Rome jurisdiction and power widiiB dua 
ncalme^ in such mano* and fassion as was exoeileat aad 
And maister More hath used him adf like a fintlifvl tiwe 
his prince, and I wol 3pe wold write him torn iwinifmiiriMi or 
thankes to recomfort him. Rnallr maislicr abaaner a»d I wold 
know your m3md and pleasiUK cooKsnyag tike boke 
drewe out of inT lord of Yorke bis botke deiiaes^ when 
drewe manT thinces and likewtae added. And wbeie w wSktd 
to adde thetefo sttflie subslaiKsal maarr far tkt pupne 
shuld thinke cdaiYfiieou that it m]ncbt be set ftntke to 
albeit WY ba w ^latberadi sttdie mater as sbal p ha w i^ 
se it. xYt w« v\il »<« be so boUe SiS pot it to prioiie rrl w ae k 

andaikw^il^ 

I baT« kqpt LwaAwfce al tkk jwnl smI bave bad iod 
SibioAei. It ift aiijwbt phaw yoo to be^ »r to a wwaosat 
EtfA^at Lodrs or ehrlier. or mifbe LaftdUok^it woMi be 
mr c»ttf oet^ v^icJie am a}irmT)» ss iwrn- comTaiTTiiVmgDt. Fi>aia 
l^smitm^ tin xxriy*^ Ay of J^aSr. By yiwr ovucb 
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XVII. 

DR. LAVTON TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cott, CUop. E. iv. fol. 12.1.] 



Bit may please yourgoodnes to understonde that Blsshope this 
day prechede and dcdarede the kinges title varaweil, and hade a 
gret aadience, the churche full of people. One of the focares in 
hiB saide declaration openly eallede hym fals knave, witii other 
folisahe wordes. Hit was that folisshc fetowe with the curlede liede, 
that knelyde in your way whan yc eanie forthe of the confes.iora 
chambre. I cannolesse do but set hym in prison, ut pena ejm rit 
metut aliurum. Yestenlay 1 lernede many cnormouse thynges 
«gainat« Bisshope in the examination of the lay brcderen ; flrste 
that Bisshojic pernuady t two of the bredcryn to liave gone ther waya 
by nyght, and he hymself witli them, and to thaccompliccment of 
that tliey lakede hut money to by the seculer apparell ; further, that 
Bisahope wolde have persuadyt one of his lay brederen, a smylh, 
to hare made a key for the dore, to have in the nyght tyme re- 
oeyvidfl in wenches fur hym and his felowc, and Rpecially a wiSe of 
Cxbrige nowe dwellyng not far from the olde lady Darbie, nygb 
Uxbrige, wiche wiffe his oldc customer hath bene many tymes 
■t the graittes commonyng with the saide Bisshopc, and muche 
L^ was desierouse tu have hade hir conveyde in to hym. The 
e Bisshope also persuadyt a nune, to whome he was confessor, 
rstf Itbtdinetti corporum periuiplendam, and thus he persuadyt hir in 
I eonfesston, uiakyng liir to helcve that whansoever and au ofl^ as 
■ ibey shuldc medic together, if she were immediatly affter confes- 
aedc by hym, and towke of hym absolution, she shulde be dere for- 
gy^-yn of Gode, and bit shuldc he none offence unto hir before 
tiode; and she write dyvers and sondrie letters unto hym of 
die ther foUsshcneH and unthri fifty nes, and wolde have hade his 
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brother the smythe to have pullede owte a bare of yron of that 
windowe wheras ye examinede the lady abbas, diat he myght have 
gone m to hir by nyght, and that same windowe was ther com- 
monyng place by nyght. He persuadyt the sexten diat he wolde be 
in his contemplacion in the chorche by nyght, and by that meanes 
was many nyghtes in the churche talkyng with hir at the sude 
graitc of the nunnes qwere, and ther was ther metyng place by 
nyght, l)esyddes ther day commmiication^ as in confession. Hit 
were to long to declare all thynges of hym that I have herde, 
wiche I suppos is trewe. This afiler none I intende to make fbr- 
ther serche, bothe of sum of the brederen and som also of the 
sisters, for sucbe lyke matters ; if I fynde any thynges apparant to 
be trewe, I shall, Gode will3rng,therof certifyeyourmastershipe to 
morowe by vij. in the momyng, and affter this day I suppos ther 
wilbe no other thynges to be knowyn as yett here, for I have 
alredy examynede all the brederen, and many of them wolde gladly 
depart hens, and be ryght wery of ther habite: suche religion and 
faynede sanctitie Gode save me fro ! If Mr. Bedyllhade bene here 
a frear and of Bisshops cownsell, he wolde ryght well hare helpede 
hym to hare browght his matter to passe withoute brekyng up of 
any graite or yett cownterfetyng of keys, suche c^pacitie Gode 
hathc sende hym. From Sion, this Sonday xij. Decembris. By 
the spedy hande of your assurede poire preste, 

Richard 



*^« 



XVIIl. 

BSDTLL TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. CoU. Ckop. E. tv. M. 109.] 



Right worshipful, after my moost hertie commendations, pleace 
it you to understand that maister Leighton and I hare had muche 
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bunnes with this honse sythens your departing hens ; and as for 
the brethem, they stand stif in thair obstinacy as you left thaim. 
Copynger and Lache were sent to my lord of London on Mone- 
day. Here wer on Tuesday doctor Buttes and tlie quenys 
arnner to convert Wytford and Litell; and on Wensday here wer 
<loctor Aldrigge, doctour Curven, doctor Bawghe, and doctor Mor- 
gan, sent by the kingea grace for that purpose, but they nothing 
proficted. I handled Whitford after that in the garden, bothe with 
faire wordes and with foule, and shewed him that throughe his 
obstinacy he shuld be brought to the greate shame of the world 
for his irreligious life, and for his using of bawdy wordes to diverse 
ladys at Die tymes of thair confession, whereby (I seyed) he 
myght be the occasion that shrift shall>e layed downe throughe 
England : but he hath a brasyn forehed, whiche shameth at no- 
thing. One Mathew, a lay brother, upon Iiope of liberie, is re- 
formed. We wolde fayne know your advise what we shal do with 
Whitford and Litell, and a lay brother, one Turnyngton, whiche 
very sturdy against the kinges title. We have sequesterd 

itford and Litell from bering of the ladys confessions ; and 
we think it best that the place wher thes frires have been wont to 
hire uttward confessions of al conimers at certen tymes of the yere 
be walled up, and that use to be fordoen for ever ; (for that hering 
of utward confessions hath been the cause of muche evyl, and of 
nouche treson whiche hath been sowed abrode in this mater of the 
lunges title, and also in the kinges graces mater of his succession 
uid manage. On Wensday my lord Wyndesore came hither, sent for 
by malster Leighton and me, and labored muche that day for the 
converting of his sustcr and sora other of his kynneswomen here ; 
and yesterday we had my lord of London here in the chapiter 
bouse of women, and the confessor also, whiche bothe tokc it upon 
thair consciences and upon the perill of thair soulys that the ladys 
rght by Godes law to consent to the kinges title, wherewith they 

muche comforted ; and wher we wyllcd al suche as consented 
tho kinges title to syt styll, and al suche as wold nut consent 

lAMD. sue. H 
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therunto to depart out of tlie chapter-house, there was found 
none emong thaim wliiche departed. Albeit I was informed this 
nyght that one Agnes Smyth, a sturdy dame and a wylful, hath 
laliored diverse of her susters to stop that we shuld not have thair 
convent seal ; but we trust we shal have it this mornyng, with the 
subscription of thabbes for her self and al her susters, whiche is the 
best fassion that we can bring it to. The persone whiche ye spak 
with at the grate, covyteth very niuche to speke with you, seyng she 
hath snche thinges whiche she wold utter to no man but to you, 
and what they he I can not conject. We purpose this after none, 
or els tomorow mornyng, to awaite on the king grace, to know his 
pleasir iit every thing, and specially towching the muring up of the 
howses of utterward confessions. Maister Leyghton hath wreten 
certen compertes unto you, and therefor I forber to spek any thing 
therof. The ladys of Sion besecheth you to be good maister unto 
thaim, and to thair house, as thair special trust is in you, and that 
they all run not into obloquy and slaunder for the mysbehavor of 
one person. A greate number of the ladys desired me to speke 
unto you that Bisshope and Parkere myght be discharged from the 
house of Sion, and Bisshope and Parker desire the same; I mer- 
vaile that they desire not likewise to be discharged of the person 
with whom ye talked at the grate, seing Bisshopes caus and that is 
one. From Sion, the xvij'''. day of December, 

By yours, as your servant, 

Thomas Bedyll. 



The neit leller forms a link in the long chain of eitidence of the atate in which the 
Engtieh monastic hoiuea had fallen, when tho visitBtion took place. The early historr 
ofthe monaBtery of Stavordaie in SomeraEtahire ia very obecure. It is saiJ to haxe 
boen foundcJ hj Sir William Zonthe. In the reign of Henry VIII. it was anaeied 
to the Abbey of TnontOD, There appears no reason for beliering that Richard Zonobe 
obtained the appointment which he here aolicits. 
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BYCHABD ZOUCHE TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. CoH. Cleop, E. iv. fol. S60.] 

I Sure, pleshyt your goode mastershype to underston that wer I 

dewlle ys a pore pryery, a fundacion off my nawynsetres, wyche 
ys my lorde my fatheres ynerytans and myne, and be the resone 
f>ff A lewyde pryore that was ther, wyche was a schanon off 
Tawntoun afor, browytte liytt to be a sell unto Tawntoun, and 
now hys bytt dystryde, and ther ys but to chanons, wyche be off 
no goode levyng, and that ya gret petty, the pore howseholde be 
so yett yntretyd ; werfor yff ytt may plese your good mastcrchyppe 
to be so good master to me to gett me the pore howse wyche ys 
callyd Staverdell, I wer bownde to pray for your masterchyp, and 
also I sdml here you my berty servys iiextt the kynge ys gras, 
and be at your commayndment, be the gras off God, ho ever pre- 
serve your goode raastercliype. 
^^^^^ Your howyne pore servantt and bedman, 

^^^^L KyCilABDE ZovcuE. 

^^^HSAe foUawing letter belong!, perhapi, to the next jesr, although il is Btrunge that 
^^^^R Pclet Dutlon ahould iddreia Cromwell bf the wmple title of maileriMp at »o lats 
r ■ AtU. From documeata giren in Ormerwi'i Hiitory of Cbeahire, it appeare that the 

■bbnl of NortOD reTaaeil to aurreoder hia bonae. and thai the attempt to enrorce tbo 
oHent of the court excited a lerioaa inau erection, and the commiasiaaera vete obliged 
to Uke ahelUr io the tower of the priorj church. The abbot ind other peraoDB cua- 
«rnuJ in tbU alTiur were aireated b; Sir Peter Duttoo, then SheHA* at Cheahire, aud 
^ the former ia aappoaed to have been executed. It mif be obiened, boweier, that this 

an to have taken place at the beginning of October, 133(>, whereas Cka 
Ml tatter u dated «l the beginniog of Augual. 
lallCtle bou*e was founded a« a priory, about 113.1 or 1 1;I5 at Runcome in Che- 
.j WiUiam Fita Ntgel. and was moved by hia »on in the time of Stephen to Nor- 
Urlj iD the fifteenth oentorr it waa changed from a priorir to an abbey. 
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SIR PETBR oirrroN TO CROUn-] 
[Trow MS. H«L GM, fd. S4-] 
Please it yonr gud mastership, my duede remembert, thes to 
adrertise yoa tbat I hare taken the bodies of tliabbot of Norton, 
Robert JannTDs, and the straunger, a connyng smytfae, two of the 
seid abbottes serraotes, also RoDdoll Breretone, baroo of tbe 
kvnges excheker of Chestre, and John Hale of Chestre, merchaont, 
and have theym in my custody and kepyng. And tbe rest I en- 
teiide to have as spedely as I can, and to be irith you «ith theym, 
God willyng, in all convenrent spede as I possible may. More- 
arer, I haue causet dan Rondnll Wylmyslow, the moncke of the 
Walle Royall, to cum up to yon, for whom I spake onto yoor god 
mastership, wbidie is a gud religious man, discrete and wel 
groiindet in lemyn^ and bathe iQar<y gud qoalites most apte to be 
a master of a religious bowse then any other moncke of that howae. 
Wberfour it may please your gud mastership to be his god master 
toward his preferremtnt that be may be admitted master of the 
same, and that I did promyse your mastership this seid moncke 
willaccoroplUsheaccordjmglT,«rherefoar I beseche your mastership 
that this berer and tbe seid moncke may resorte unto yow from 
tyroe to tyme, to kitowe youre pleasure therin, ensoryng toq 
what ye do for mc or my frynde, all is your owT>e, as knowitfae 
our lord God, who merc^uUy preserve you. At Dutton, the lij'*. 
day of Ai^nste, 

By yoores asrared. 



Tte Ikt i^ koMnhk 



PiBra DiTTTos, K. 



soprnsBsiON or -honastsribs. 



53 



The general Tidtition of tbe monnateries, which led to the luppreasion of the Emsllfr 
boiuci. began in the autumn or l.i35, atider the immediate direction of Cromwell. 
One of fail most active agents was Dr. Legh, meDtioueil in tlie following paper. Stove, 
tpeilcing of thii efent. nys that the liaitors " put forth all religious personi Ibat 
woulJ goe. and all that vere under the age of foure and twentie yecres : and after closed 
up the rcndne that would remeinc, >o that they abuld not come oat of their pUcei, 
and took order that no mm should come to the houses of women, nor women to tha 
houMi of men, bat onely to heare their serrice in the charuhes : all religious men that 
departed, the abbot or prior lo give them for their habile a prie«tes gownc, and forty 
■billinp cf money ; the nun> to haie «uch apparell as secular women weare, and to go 
wher tbei wold." The " closing up" of the mooki in their bouso ia a circumitance 
IrcquenEly alluded to in the letters which follow, 

Tbe ebbey of Wsrdoa, or De Sartis, in BedfordBhire. ws!i founded by Walter de 
Espee in 1 1 33 , ind waa faniUbed with monka from the abbey of Rievauli. Henry 
Kmery, tbe writer of the followiiig paper, was the last abbot ; he does not appear to 
hart reiigoed hit olEce till the surrender of bis house on the 'lib of December, 153H. 

Ifcbbot Henry's " cawaei" for resigning present a curious picture of tbeignorance and 
hBtmleace of Ibe monks. 



THE ABBOT OK WARDON S REASONS FOR RESIOXtNQ. 
tFrom MS. Cotton. Cloopat. E. iv. fol. 1G3.] 
Theis be the cawaes folowing whi that I, Henri abbot off War- 
don, have made labor to diverse of my frendis to resigne 
my office, 
firste, immediatele affter the kinges graces visitacion was exe- 
catidd bi his commissioners master doctor Leighe and master Jo. 
ap Kece, and certaigne injunctions bi tliem to me and mi bre- 
theme deliveridd to be observidd, mi saide brctherne toke occasion 
igcnste me therat, and said amongest them that I was the cawser 
whi that thci wer enclosidd within thcr monaster!, to this entent 
(as thei didd imagine) that I might do owtwardeli what I woUde, 
and they sboUd not knowe it. From that tyme to this presente 
daie thei have vexidd mc with many uncharitable surmises and 
ubprobrius wordes, to muche and longc to be wreten. 

that whereas wee bi the said injunctions be commandid 
earlie lecture of divinite, whe tjave none ; and whan it is 
w or nun of the monken cum to it. 
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Item, I ded assigne dampne Thomas Londone to rede the 
divinite lecture, and he undiscretele (unknowinge to me) did rede 
the bokes off Eccius Omelies, whiche bokes be all caruall and off 
a bnitall understandhig, and entret of many thinges clenc auenst 
the determinacioii of the churche of Endglonde. And so sone as 
I hadd knowledg off theis premisses, I toke from him his said 
bokes and sent to Londone to be deliverid to master doctor 
Leghe, and dischargid the said dan Thomas off his reding, and 
cawsid mi brother to rede the lecture ; and then fewe or none of 
them wollde come at him. 

Item, for as muche as I did perceave ignorance was a greate 
cawse whi that theis my bretherne wer thus farre owt of goode 
order and in continuall un que ttii esse, to thentent that I wollde 
somwiiat an inducedd them to understanding, I cawsid bokes of 
gramer to be bowghte for eche off them, and assignidd mi brother 
to enstructe theim, but ther wollde come non to him but one 
Richard Balldok and Tliomas Clement, 

Item, they be in nombre xv. brethem, and exeepte iij, off them, 
non understand ne knowe ther rule nor the statutes off ther 
reljgione. 

Item, in Lente I did sende forthe dampne Thomas Warden in 
this housse besinesse, and he did sit at Shesforde all night at the ale 
howsse, and cam whom in the morning at raatens tyme, for the 
wiche cawse I wollde a ministerid correccion to him, but he de- 
claridd openle before the covent that I hadd no auctorite to 
correcte him, and steryd them sediciousli agenste me, in so muche 
that on dampne Cristofer thretenidd me and my servandes. 
Thus I was in suche fere that I did command my servandes to 
watche mi chambur iiij, nightis after, till ther furi was somwhat 
aswagidd . 

Item, where above all other thinges T have often commandidd 
bothe the supprior and (as we caU him) the custos ordinis that 
ther shuUd no seculer hois be conversant with ony of the monkes, 
ne to lye in ther dortor ; this notwithstanding ther is on Hewgli, 
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t was a yonge monke here, and he liethe in the dortor every 
[ht, but with whome I can not knowe ; and the same Hewghe 

was here yester daie. 

Item, the v"'. daie of August Jhon Paxton and lienre Gibbeson 

did take tlie subprior in a hedge yn the vineyarde with a bretlielL 

woman, and he did promise viij*. to the scude Gibbeson to kepe 

his CO wn cell. 

■Item, William Caringtone, Thomas Bikkliswade, Thomas 
MhIoii, Jhon Clifilone, Cristofer Wardon, be common dron- 
I hue not lacertained of vrbnt Dannery Margaret Vernon, the nriter of the ncit 
letter, wu ibheai. The vuilorB. by putting in force the injunctioai already allnded to, 
tean lo ban Dearly emptied Ibe banae, all tbe RiElen bat one having gaitled il lolun- 
larily or by force : and tbe sbbeu lierself appem to bare beoD not anniltiag to follaw 
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IRKT VERNON TO CROMWELL. 
I MS. ColtoD, Cleop. E. IT. fol. 55.J 



After all dew commendacyons had unto yowre good mayster- 
shyp, with my most unible thankes for the greate coste mayd on 
me and my pore maydyn at my last beynge with yowre mayster- 
tiliyp, furthermore plesyth yt yow to understonde that yowre 
vynytors hath bene here of late, who hath dyscharged iij. of my 
■yitCTS, the one ys dame Catheryn, the other ij. ya the yonge 
icn tliat were last professyd, whyche ys not a lyttyll to my 
imforte; uevertheles I must be content with the kynges 

But now as towehynge my nowne parte, I most humbly 

l>e*ecbe yow to be so specyall good mayster unto me yowre poorc 
bedewoman, as to geve me yowre best advertysment and counseyle 
Tib«t waye Hhall)e best for me to take, seynge there shalbe none 



jronc pMidM* to take dijs pMc faovae ade TDvie 01 
cdier for yone mUtt or far bij novne \mm^tr] jot 
m^ldbei^ vilk iB mf favt to gevc jt iato jmm ■ 
•bjrpM hoodeK. wkli tktt ye wyfl i iwiiili mc to do Aaam. 
Tnu^ngeaod no tb yng e dowptyngB ia tovk e oo fcei, Ihift jt 
vjU to proryd for m, tint «e sfaaH fam my^iK tm t m lyry^e dot 
weaiiolloigt bedi««Tn be neeenjtc acdicr to bcgc^ aor tofaB to 
no oilier BaoDavcnyence. And tkos I (rfb ny vyUe aad aU niTB* 
onto yowre most bfgb sod pradent wndoaie, a» unto hym Aat 
yi mjr only refuge sod comfort in tbyi irortd, beMcbyi^ God of 
hya goudtUM to put in yow hya holy iprete, tfaat re maye do iD 
thynge to byi lawde and glory. 

By yowre owne aaaored bedevoman, 

Mabgabet Vebnon. 



t the Bcit iMlcr wu at tke li 



[ die abbej o( Luodt, ia 



[F' 



DR. LEOH TO CROHWELL.. 
MS. H«ri. No. 6(M, fol. 59.] 



Aftpr my iluo and mostc hartie commendadons, please it your 
inaHt«riiliip to be advertised, timt whereas I have m all the places 
that 1 have hen at, according to inyne instructions and to the 
kingei graocs pleasure tuul yours, restrayned as well the heddes and 
inaBters uf the snmo places ax llic hrcthern from going fuortli of 
tho prcrincto of Uic said places, which I adsurc you gre\-eth the said 
hcd<leH not a litle, as ye shall well pcrcevc b>- thinstant sutes Uiat 
b iiiry shall uiako to the Wingcit grew and to you. It hatbe ben 
WlHtrted uMlD nic sens my eoiuyng to thcis parties, tliat Mr. 
tour I^itone liatbti not doon the same in the places where he 



hathe ben, but licenced the heddes and masters to goo abrodeiWhich 
I suppose makcth the brethern to grudge tlie more, whan they see 
that they be worse entreated than their master, which hath pro- 
fessed the same rule that they have. Wherfor, to thintent that an 
uniformitie maye be observed amongest us in all our procedinges, 
it maye please your mastersliipp other to commaunde Mr. doclour 
Laytone fat geve the same injuncions where he goeth and hath ben 
that I have geven in the places aforesaid, in which case yf ye see 
reasonable causes wherfor ye shulde release the same injunctions in 
some places ye maye at all tymes ; or els to advertise me of your 
pleasure therein, that 1 maye confourme myself to the same, and 
direct my proceding after one weye with you. Sir, yf ye go to 
Oxforde shortely, as ye ones intended, this bringer is a man of 
good experience and intelligence there and can declare you the 
state of the Umversitie very well. Thus knoweth AUmightie God, 
who have your mastership in his blessed tuicion. From Laycok, 
the xx"" of Augusts. 

Yours ever assureyt, 

Thomas Legu. 

To IhE riglit honnanble 
M'. Tbaouu Crumvcll, principal! 
Kcrelarie lo the kingci tiighnu. 



^Vm •oconnt of the rellca at Maiden Brndler, in Wiltshire, Hnd of the frailties of 
At prior. fiTen in the fDllDwing letter, ii imiiaing, Thii Bmall priory wu fouoded in 
lit lUtcT pirt of the twelfth century. It naa origiaally a house for Icproas irooien, 
attbUihed bj one of the BiieU. The Ittt prior van Richard Jenyn, who. after the 
dloalutlan of bis houie, obtained the rsctor; of Sbipton Moyne, in Gloaceitenihire. 

The liatlatorial injunctions were very severe agaiDsl relics, and the worship of images : 
nsartbKD, ugiTenin the Cot Ionian MS. (Cleop. E. iv. fol. SI), rua* a* fallows :— 
" Iten, that they shall not ahewe no relyques or fayned myracles tor eocreafe of lucre, 
bol thst thty eihorle pylgryiaes and atrayngers to geie that (o llie poore that they 

1 find many which were pretended to be preservative of women in labour ; Ihty 



B prtnttonaly been mode aa object of aa 
MO. BOC. 



e is Piera Ploughman'a Crerd. 
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DR. LAYTON TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cott. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 249.] 

Pleasit your mastershipe to understonde, that yesternyght late 
we came from Glassynburie to Bristowe to Saint Austins, whera§ 
we begyn this momyng, intendyng this day to dispache bothe 
this howse here, beyng but xiiij. chanons, and also the Gawntes,* 
wheraa be iiij. or v. By this bringar, my servant, I sende yowe 
relyqwis, fyrste, two flowrea wrappede in white and blake sarcenet 
that one Christynnias evj'n hora ipaa qua Chrutus natua fuerat 
will spring and burgen f and here blossoms, qvad experium esse, 
saith the prior off Maden Bradeley; ye shall also receve a bage 
of reliquis, wheriii ye shall se straingeia thj-nges, as shall 
appere by the scripture, as, Godes cote, Oure lades smoke, Parte 
of Godes supper in cena domini, Pars pelre super qua natus 
erat Jesus in Bethelem, belyke ther is in Bethelem plentie of 
stones and sum qwarrie, and makith ther maingierres off stone. The 
scripture of evere thyng shall declare yowe all ; and all thes of 
Maden Bradeley, wheras is an holy father prior, and hath but vj. 
children, and but one dowghter mariede yet of the goodes of the 
monasterie, trj-styng shortly to mary the reste. His soiies be tale 
men waittyng upon hym, and he thankes Gode a never medelet with 
marytt women, but all with madens the faireste cowlde be gottyn, 
and always marade them ryght well. The pope, consideryng his 
fragilitie, gave hym licens to kepe an hore, and hath goode wri- 
tyng mb plumbo to discharge his conscience, and toe hoys M'. 
Underhyll to be hia goately father, and he to gyve hym plenum re- J 
mi»sionem, 8cc. I 

I sende yowe also oure lades gyrdell of Bruton,J- rede alike, I 

■ fiUlwwjke HiMpiUl, in the aubarbs of Briitol, wia ilto called Oiuot'i trvjn ' 
Maurice de Gaunt, bj whom il was foonded, before 1339. 

^ Burgen, (o And, 

I The pciory o( Brnton or Breweloae, in Somenetthire, vu founded about the jea t 
1005, b]r Alhclmcr, earl of CornwalL Itwu Mnrerted into an abbey ii 
of the reign oflUnt7\in. 
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wiche is a solemne reliquie sent to women travelyiig, wiche shall 
not mUcarie in partu. I sonde yowe also Mare magdalens girdell, 
and that is wrappyde and coveride with white, sent also with gret 
reverence to women traveling, wiche girdell Matilda thempresse, 
fownder of Ferley,* gave unto them, as saith the holy father of 
Ferley. I have crosses of silver and golde, sum wiche I sende 
yow not now bycause I have mo that shaihe dehvered me this 
nyght by the prior of Maden Bradeley hym self. To morowe erljr 
in the momyng I shall bring yow the reste, whan I have recevide 
all, and perchaunce I shall fynde sum thyng here. In casse ye de- 
part this day, hit may please yowe to sende me worde by this 
bringer, my servant, wiche way 1 shall repaire affter yowe. 
U'itliin the Chartar Howse bath professide and done althynges 
accordyng as I shall declare yow at large to morowe eriy. At 
Bruton and Glasenburie ther is nothyng notable j the brethren 
be BO straite keppide that they cannot oifende, but faine they 
wolde if they myght, as they confesse, and so the faute is not in 
them. From Sainte Austines withoute Bristowe, this saint Bar- 
tilmews day, at iiij. of the cloke in the momyng, by the spedy 
■iHude of your moste assurede poir preste, 

Kycharde Layton. 



tdbn Butelot, the lubjcct of the followiiig leller, li probably the iime penon who 
nU b< found ■ little Ukr cunceraed in u lomewhat similar diicoverj [o [hat here men- 
ii traDwction nitfa tbe prior of the Cratched frian ii not gmtlf to his 
: and the ctumciUor appean lo hm (armed no Tcry mijiut opinion of him. 

XXV. 

JOHN BASTELOT TO CROMWELl.. 

[Prom MS. CoUon. Cleopat. E. iv. fol. 13*.] 

' Pleas it your honourable mastership to be advertisid, that in 
the tyrae of Lent last past your contynuell oratour John Bartelot, 
' Farler, in Wiltshire, wm » raaU house dependent on the priotj of Lewei, founded 
byihe terond Humphrey de Bohun. Tb# empreei Matilda ■»» a beoefactreM, ai ap- 
peari from the confirmation charter of Henry III. 
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with other to the noumber of v, personez of good conversacion, 
' ffound the prior of the Crossid Fryers in London at that tyme 
I beyng in bedde with liis hoore, both nakyd, abought xj. of the 
clok in the for none, upon a Fryday, at which tyme the said priour, 
to thcntcnt his mysdemeaner and shanifull facte ahuld not be 
knowen wherby he shuld susteyn opyn shame, knehd upon his 
kneez, and not only desyrid your said oratour and his cumpany to 
kepe secret his said acte and not to disclose in any wise the same, 
but also for the same entent frely of bis owcn mocion yaf 
anionges theym about xss". which he then was possessid of, of the 
which aumme your oratour haddc by the said yef* abought vij". 
And also the said priour promysid to yef amonges the said com- 
pany xxx". more by a certen day. And after by mediacion of 
ffrendes of the said priour, the said xxx". was releasid to the 
sumine of vj'', which vj''. the said priour bound hym self to pay 
to your oratour by his bill obligatorie at a certen day in the same 
lyniittid. Yet this notwitbstonding, for because your said ora- 
tour for nonpayment of the said vj'i. did arrest the said ffryer, he 
hath so heynously enformed the lord chauncellour ayenst your 
oratour, that he not oonly will put hj-m to suertic, making the 
premisses a heynous robery, sayeng opynly that your oratour is 
worthy to be hangid, but also will by his high auctorite compell 
your oratour to repay ayen to the said ffryer the summe of xxx"., 
oonles your moost charitable goodnes be therin otherwise shewid. 
Yt may therfor pleas your good mastership, of your abouiidaunt 
goodnes, to provyd that the prembsez may be duly examyned 
according to equite, for this is the very and hole truth in the 
aame. And your said oratour shall pray to God for your honour 
and preservacion long to endewer. 

By your humble to his pour duryng his lif, 

John Bartblot. 
To lliv right hoDOnrBble muter sccnturj. 
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Tli« ibbeiri of Rieiaull and PouDtniiu, mentioned in Ike fotlawiug Iclter, urc well 
kaown at the pmeol dn; by tLeir eiteneiie and picturesque ruina. Tbe furmer, a 
boueof [be Cistecciui ordfr, wis founded in 1131 by Waller Espec ; tte lalter wu 
founded in Ibe year following (113:^) by a colony nf monks of tlie abbey of St. Marjr 
at York. Tbia letter can hardly be by tbe same Tbomaa Legb who was so actiie a 
Tuitor, and wbote signature occnrs so frequently to other letterg. 

XXVI. 

THOMAS t. LEGIl TO CROMWELL. 
[Prom MS. Cotton. Cleopat, E. iv. fol. 137.] 

Pleasithe it your mastershyp to be advartesyd that, according 
unto your commandement, with most diligence I hawe deliverd 
your letter, also attymea most convenient referryd unto the kynges 
commyssionars at Iliwax siche credance as yower pleisar and 
equite wolde, whyche uppon the abbott of Funtans partt was butt 
lyghtly regardyd, and playnly expressyd of the same, tliat suche 
letter as I deliveryd and credance relatyde was flfrom M. Crum- 
well onley, and nott ffrom the kinges hyghnesse, wheropon, by 
the councelles of docter Sjjensar and Boyear, a procter, after 
evidence prove be wyttiiessys, and the abbott of Uywax con- 
fesuon publishyde, the said abhntt amonge other exceptions 
dyd laye thys excepcion, Quod vigore lilerarum nulla commis- 
monariit nee illorum alicui compelil out competere poiesf jai-is- 
diciio contra prefatum alibatem de Rievalle, pro eo videlicet et 
ex quo dicfe liltere regie fuerunt et sunt dolose, surteptitie, 
guod lunt lacita verilate el expressa falsUate per dolum et frau- 
dem ac hujiinnodi (?) serentssimi prindins nostrt ciratmventione im- 
pelrate, who in hys obstinacie and parrvarse mynde adhering 
to the rullcB of hys religion, as he said, departyd from Riwax, 
and wolde nott accordingli unto your letters thare remayne for 
the sccomplyshment of the kingea commaundctnent, notwith- 
■toRd)-ng that I often tymes desiryd hym and commaundyd hyni 
in the kinges name to tarry and make prosses according to justice 
withowt fordcr delay ; whyche rebclHouse mynde at this tyme is boo 
I ndicBte, nut only in hym, butt also in money of that religion. 
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as in the abbott of Rywax wiyting thys letter here inclosyde to 
the slaundare of the kinges heygnes, and after the kinges lettars 
receivyd dyd imprison and othanvays punyche divers of hys 
brethem whyche ware ayenst hym and hys dissolute lywing ; also 
dyd take fFrom one of the same, being a wery agyd man, all hys 
money vrhyche he shulde hawe made hys jubili withalle, that as 
persons almost nothing regarding God and veri lytyll owr grett 
maister the king, under the pretence of the rwUes of there reli- 
gion, ly^-ythe as personea, solute ab omni lege seu obedienlia el Deo 
el reffi debita, being abowghtwardes, as yt semythe to me, to rwlle 
the king by ther rulles, whyclie ys a per\'er8e ordre that so noble 
a hedde shulde be rulyd by so putride and most comipte mem- 
brea, Sed Calo itu/uit, obsta principiis. All the cuntre maykythe 
exclamacions of thys abbot of Riwax, uppon hys abhomynable 
lywing and estorctons by hym commyttyd, also many wronges to 
divers myserable persons don, whyche evidently duthe apere by 
bylles corroboratt to be trwe, wythe ther othese corporale in the 
preseus of the commisstonars and the said abbott takyn, and 
opon the same xvj. witnessys examynyd, afifermyng ther exclania- 
cions to be trwe. Therfore, tempore jam instante, the kinges 
magis^e consideryd, whome they hawe knowligyd to be supremum 
caput toliua eccleaie Anglicane, the honor of my lorde of Rutland • 
in thys besynes remembryd, your worshyi) and also my pore 
honeste not forgotten, they wolde ether quykli be lokyd opon and 
shortly, or dies ther dessolute lywing with rebelliose demeanour 
shall every day increase more and more, to the dysplesour of God, 
dtsquietnes of the kinges prerogative, and reproche slanderouse 
unto ther religion, with troble of suche cuntres as they ar inhaby tyd 
in. The abbot of Funtance had knowlige at hys being at Riwax, 
the erle of Cumberlondt to have a commission for to inqwyerupon 
hys demenars, whyche causyde hym in ther businesses to playe 

* Thamu Eftrl of RutUnd, u b deacendfnt of WilEer Eipec, wu the psIroD of 
Rienoli. After iu diisalntiaD he obtained a grant of the lite. 

t npni7 Clifford, created Earl of Cumberland in 1S;5. He shartd largeij in Uie 
•poiU »S the Di 
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partes, nam tunc lua res agitur paries cum proximus ardel. 
i«8 premysses conayderyd, I trust ye wyll thinke hym not worthe 
to be viaitour of hys religion ony longer by the kinges auctorite. 
And in thys cause of the abbot of Riwaxej the other commyssionars 
hathe precedide according to the lawe, and yowr credence by me 
to theyme relatyde, and condignlie hathe remowyd hym from the 
rewlle of hys abbacie and admynistracion of the same. With my 
slawe wryting I besiche yow to tak no displesur, and of the cause 
therof I shall at my cummyng to London make trwe relacion 
unto yow. Wrytteu in hast, the fyrst day off Septembar, ffrom 



By your servand, 

Thomas 1(?) Leoh. 



I pray yow noote there presumptuose myndes, moat alienat 
im religion, hawing nothing of ther own, nc may have ther 
■ccomptes made, whiche oonly to be calyd an abbatte will con- 
tends contrare to ther obediencie with the kinges highiies, the 
fownders, and all other, to the great alandar of the religion, dis- 
qwiettnes and extreme costes and charges of ther bowse. 

To the rygbt worahrp'nU maater 
namu Crumwell, oon of the kinges 
nod hononblc cauncell, thjii 
ba ddjrerde wjthe apede. 



In tbe following lett«r w« fioil the Abbot of Glutoaburjr, one of Ihe grcateit abbeTi 
la Engljud, petitioDing igsinat Bome of the liiitatorial injunctioDi. We shall find him 
li acting more decidedly in oppoeitioa to tbe wiihci of tbe court, for wbieb be 
u *t lut broagbt to tbe icalTold. 

XXVIl. 
JOHX FITZ-JAMES TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 3S.] 
My nngulcr gode master, after moste humble recommendacion. 
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with like thanckes for your great payne of late talien with me to my 
great coraforte,thi3 shal be to advertyse your saide gode mastershipp 
that I Jiave spoken with my lorde abbot of Glaston concernynge 
suche injunccions as weer yeven hym and his covent by your 
deputie at the last visitacion there. Wherof tlicre be foure ar- 
ticles * in this papar here ynclosede, and as to too the first articles 
extendyth generally to every moncke yn the howse, but to suche as 
be exceptede in the seccound article, to infourm your mastershipp 
of the trothe, ther be certen officers brodirs of the howse whiche 
have allway be attendaunt apon the abbot, as his chapleyn, 
steward, celerer, and on or too officers moo ; if they schuld be 
bounde to the firste too articles, it schuld mucbe disapoynt the 
order of the howse, whiche hathe longe ben full honorable. 
Wherfore if it may pleas your sMde gode masterschipp to licence 
the abbot to dispence with thoo too firste articles, yn my mynde ye 
schall doo a verie gode dcde, and I dare be suertie he will dis- 
pence with none but with suche as schalbe nccessaric. And to the 
thirde article they have used allwayes to make ther leesses by on of 
the religion and ceculer men appoynted to hym, whiche leesses 
have comenly be made at a court« and letten by copie of the 
courte roll, and the covent never made previe to the leese, and 
if they schuld make no leese but by assent of the more parte of 
the covent, it schuld be verie tedyous botbe to them and to ther 
tenauntes. Wherfore, if it may pleas your gode masterschipp to 
discharge that thirde article, the abbot weer muche bounde to your 
gode masterscbipp. And to the iiij'li artjcle, peraventure there 

* Tbe paper caDtaioing thue four artidea ap pean to be loat, and a ilip vitb roar 
■rticlea in do point aaacering to [he deacriplion gircn in the letter it attached to it in 
the letter. One of the iojuaclions of the Tidtora wai, '■ tbat do monke or brother of 
thia moaaiterj bjr any meanei goo forlhe of the precynct of the tame.'* Another 
iniunclion, which appeara to be Ihnt alluded to by the abbot of Gtailonburj In hi* 
third article, «as. " Alio that the abbot and preiident of this home ahall make no 
waale of the woodea pertayoiiig to this house, nor iball let out niudviifdlT any 
Bennet or reTCnions icitboul the consent ot the njore p»rte of Che consent." See the 
dreoght of the liiitatorial injunctioiia in the Cottonian MS. Cleop. E. iv. (61. H. 



I 

Df. I, 
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be same of his brodirs would be gladd to be abrode, and to make 
untrew surmyse, so the abbot may pave for ther costes. Wher- 
fore, it may pleas yow to ordre that clawse to be spared to tyme 
the abbot may wayte on your gode masterschipp the next terme, 
or elles to make it if tlie com play nautit prove his complaynt to be 
trew than to have his costes, or elles oot, the abbot weer muche 
bounde to yowe. Other articles ther be whiche they thincke 
verie strayt ; howbeit they will sue to your gode masterschipp ffor 
that at more leyscr, and yn the meane tyme I dowte not they will 
kcpc as gode religion as any howse of that order withyn this realme, 
aa knowith God, who longe preserve your saide gode masterschipp. 
At Redliche, the ij™i. day of Septembre. 

Your humble daylye oratour, as he is moste bownd, 

John Ffit James. 



fni.i.thr 
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LEGB TO CROMWELL. 





[From MS. Cotton. Cteop. E. i 



. fol. 54.} 



my dewe commendations to your good maistershipp, 
it you to be advertised that 1 have receyved youre gentill 
and loving lettrea, yn which ye wolde that at my discretion I may 
licence the heddis for their necessary busynea and affaires to go 
furth of tbeire monasteiies in suyche discrete manor and fourme aa 
no brute * may be made thereof. Sir, it was not myne entent in my 
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JASPAR PTLOLLE TO CROUWELL. 




[FroDi MS. Cotton. Ckop. E. i 



1. 35.] 



I My dewtye to your good maistershipe humbly premyaide, plea- 

F Bthe hit the same to understande that with this my rude letter I 

' have Bent to you a paper of suche proportyon of vyttell and other 

u the lay brothers hyre tellyth me of necessile muste be pro- 
I tydyde for them, whiche will not be borne with the revenuce of 

the howse, (For the yerly revenuce of the howse is vj=. xlij''. iiij''. 
I ob^ and the provysion in that proportyon amountythe to vj=. Iviij". 

vij*. iiij^. And yet sythyns the makyng of that proportyon, whete 
is risen uij». in every quarter, and malte xx''. in every quarter, and 
comunely all other %nttell ryaithe therwith. I lenie lier among 
this laye broders, that hertofore when all vittell was at a conve- 
nyent price, and allso when they were fewer persons in number 
than thei now be, the proctowr hath accomptyde for m", a yere, 
theyr rent of aayse beyng but as above vji^-xlij". iiij**. ob., whiche 
coatlow fare, buyldynges, and other, was than home of the bene- 
volence and charyte off the citie of London. Nowe they not re- 
garding this derthe, nether the encrease of thcr superfluus noni- 
ber, nether yet the decay of the said benevolence and charyte, 
wold have and hatlie that same fare contynuall that then was 
tuid. and wold have like plentye of brede and ale and fyshe gevyn to 
rtiangers in the butterye and at the butterye dore, and as lai^ 
lyrere of bredde and ale to all ther servantes, and to vagabundes 
at the gate, as was than uside, wich can not be. Wherfore, under 
the favor of your mastershipe, hit semythe to be moche necessary 
to mynyshc eythcr ther number or deyntye fare, and allso the 
■upcrfluua lyvere of brede and ale. 

These Chartcrliowse monkes wold be callyde sulytary ; but to 
the cloyster dore therbe above xxiiij- keys, in the handes of 
uiiij. persons, and hit is lyke in tetters, unprufytable talcs and 
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tydinges, and sumtyme perverse concell commythe and goetlie by 
reason therof. Allso to the buttrey dore ther bexij.sundrjekeys, 
in xij. mens handes, wherin symythe to be small husbandrj'e. 

Nowe is the tynae of the yere when provysion was wont to be 
made of lyng, haberdens, and of other salt store, and allso of ther 
wynter vestorys [to] theyr bodyes and to ther bcddis, and for fuell 
to ther cellys, wherin I tarj'e tyll I may knowe your mastersfaippls 
pleasure therein. 

I thinke, under correctyon of your masterahipe., that hit were very 
necessary to remove the ij. lay broders from the buttery, and sett 
ij. tempontll persons tber in that rome, and lyke»7se yn the 
kychine, (for in those ij. officys lye the waste of the howse. 

In the beginnynge of Auguste laste paste, my lorde of Caunt«r- 
burye sent for ij. monkes her, Rochester and Rawlyns. His lord- 
shipe sent Rochester home again, but be kepithe Rawlyns styll 
with hym, and I understand he hathe chaungid his habytt to seculer 
prestes clothing, and eatyth 6eshe. I know that summe of tbem, 
and I thinke that d\'verse moo of them, woid he glad to be 
lycencyde to the same. 

Oon lay brother apostata, late of the ile of Axalme,* as he said, 
being sycke yn the greate syckenes, was secretlye withowt my know- 
lege receyvyde her into the cloyst*r, wher he dyed within iiij. 
days. Oon of the lay brothers kepte him in his siknes, and is 
now sike in the same greate sycknes. Goddis wyll be perfomiyde. 

Wher the lorde Rede, late chife justyce of the comon place, 
hath her foundid a chantrye of viiji" yerly for terme of sxx. yens, 
his chaplen dyed the first day of September, and ther is yet xiiij. 
yers to cum. Matster John Maydwell, comenly callyd the Scot- 
tysshe frere, hath bin hir with danne John Rochester, William 
Marshall and other than being present, and hath exhortyd him 
to the best, hut they cowd fynde no good towardnea in him, but 
after an howrea cnmmuntcacyon they lefte him aa they fbwnde 
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L I entretyd Rochester and iiij. or v. of t}ie monkes to be 
mtentyde to hyr him precheoon sermon amo[n]g them, oon day 
that weke, wherwith they were than conteiityd ; but on the next 
day, when they had apokyn with ther other broders, they sent rae 
wordc that I shuld not brj-ng him among them, for if I so dyd, 
they wold not hire him, by cause they harde tell of Kim that he 
prechide agaynst the honoryng of images and of aayntes, and that 
he was a blasphemor of saynctis. And I said that I mervayled 
moche of them, for ther can be no gretter heresie in any man, 
specyaUy in a relygius man, than to say that he can not preche 
the worde of God, nether will not hire hit prechid. And they say 
that they wyll reade ther doctors, and go no farder ; and 1 tellyd 
them that suche doctours hathc made sum of ther compaynye to 
be strong traytours and traytorusly to suffer detlie. Now, sir, 
standing the case in the premisses as I have now wryttyne, I dare 
do nothing tyll I know sumwhat of your mastershipis pleasure. 
For I have lernyde of my felowe John Whalley, that your plea- 
sure is that I shuld breke noone old ordir of the howse ; but your 
commnndement onys knowyne, 1 trust to endevor my self to folowe 
and accompliiishe hit, with suche diligence and discrecion as I am 
able, and as God will geve me grace, and as I thinke to aunswer to 
your mastership yn dred of your displeasure, as knoweth God^ 
who ever leddc you ffrom henceforth forwarde, as he hathe done 
hiderto, yn his holye spiryte, the comforte of our mooste christen 
and mooate catholike prince, the kynges highnes, and of all his 
Doblemen, and all otiier his true subjectes. At the Charterhowse 
nexte to London, the v. day of September. 
Tour humble servant, Jasf. Fylolle. 



, Sur, I have sowyde to the byll of proporcion a parchement con- 
kynyng the names of the whole howshold uf the Charterhouse, 
and by cause ye shall not mervell upon the ordyr of that byll, in 
the first lyne is set byfore every mans name that hath confeasyd 

If m selfe to bo the kyngs trew man, ther is set a g. for good, and 

Bfore tbc other a b. for baddc. 
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In the secunde lyne ys sett the letter that stasdyth uponil 
eel! dore. The thyrde lyne is the number of the persons. 
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DR. LATTON TO CBOHWELL. 

[Pram MS. CottM. Fanalina C. tii. fol. 205.] 

Pleasit your goodnes to be advertisyde that in Magdelen Colege 
ire foH-nde stablisshede one lecture of divinitie, t«-o of philt>sophie, 
one morale another naturale, and one of Laten tonge, irell kept 
•nd diligently frequentede. To thes we have adjonede a lecture 
in the Greke, that is, the grammer in Greke perpetually to be 
rede there, and all tlie revthe therunto to hare confluence for tber 
principulles. In Nev Colege we hare stablisshede two lectuires 
pnblique, one of Greke, another in Lateu, and hare made tberfore 
for evermore an booeste salarie and sdpende. In AOsowlleD 
Colege we have in lyke maner ataUessbede two lecturres, one of 
Greke, another in Laten, with a goode stipeode and salaiie tber- 
xinto assignede for erer. In Corpus Christi Col^e m fownde 
two leclurres stablesshede by the founder, one in Greke, another 
in Latten, publique for all men therunto to hare coocourve. We 
have further stabless«de a lecture in Laten tonge, pubBqne, in 
Marten Colege; and another in Qwenes Colege; and ban as- 
nd nadc a sufficient stipeode for either of tbes for et«r<- 
Biouiae «« fownde all other the cokigeis not wiAe m 
• and fevencwis to have within them lectures pobliqve, ax the 
r afore rdtesaede hatbe, we bare in|ooed the mMt poiit 
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tolegeis that they and evere of them shall frequent and have dayly 
: onto the saide lectures, Penam imposuimut to evere 
scoler within the universitie not heryng at the leste one of thes 
lectures, for that day that he shalbe absent from one of the saide 
lectures to be punissede in the losse of his commons for that day, 
Uie saide paine evere day lociemquociena ab»en»fuerit, niai concttr- 
renli cauta aiiqva legilima, approbanda iamen per prepotitum 
colltgii give aule. 

We have sett Dunce * in Bocardo, and have utterly banisshede 
hym Oxforde for ever, with all his blinde glosses, and ia nowe 
made a comon servant to evere man, faste nailede up upon postes 
in all comon bowses of easment : id quod oculia meis villi. And 
the seconde tynie we came to New Colege, aifter we hade declarede 
your injunctions, we fownde all the gret quadrant court full of the 
Inffes of Dunce, the wynde blowyng them into evere corner. And 
ther we fownde one Mr. Grenefelde, a gentilman of Bukyngham- 
shire, getherj-ng up part of the saide bowke leiffes (as he sdde) 
therwith to make hym sewelles or blawnsherres to kepe the dere 
within the woode, therby to have the better cry with his howndes. 

We have also, in the place of the canon lecture, jonede a civel 
lecture, to be rede in evere colege, hale, and in. 

We have further, in visitynge the rebgiouae studenttea,t 
emongyste all other injunctions adjoyned that none of them for no 
maner cause shall cum within any taveme, in, alhowsc, or any other 
bowse whatsoever hit be, within the towne and the suburbs of the 
lame, upon payne onse so taken by day or by nyght to be sent 
mediatly home to his cloister whereas he was professede. With- 

* Dual Scatni. 

t The rtUflciut iludenlla were the itudeaU *enl to the unicenftf with eihibllioDi 
fmn the noiutteriea. One of the tiiitoriil injnoctiosi, in alliuioa to thii clmit of 
■hid«ntt, direct! : — " AIm that the abbot or prciidcnl kjrep and fynci in lonie uniter. 
die one or two of hi* brethren, aceordjng to the habilile uid pouesBioni of thi* home, 
which hrethem, after thejr be lernyd in good and hollj letten, when Ihej retome 
home, BMfv ioitruct ood teacbe tber brctbcm and diligeDtlr preaehe the worde of 
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oute double we here say this actc to be gretly laioentede of all the 
duble honeste women of the towne, and specially of ther laandres 
that now may not onse entre within the gaittes, and muche lease 
within ther chambers, whemnto they wer ryght we!! accustomede. 
I doubt not but for this tlijTig onely the honeste matrones will 
sew unto yowe for a redresse. 

Other thynges moo wiche ys to tediouse and long to conceveby 
writyng we have done, wiche all I shall declare unto yowe at my 
cummyTig. Tliis Sondayby nyght we shall make an ende; for all 
this day we repaire to colageis for the redresse of division and 
complaintt put unto us. To morowe by vij. of the cloke in the 
mornyng I wilbe in the chapitre howae at Abyngton, and I truste 
to bring yow the trewthe of evere tliyng for that howse ; and 
therof double ye not. On Wedinaday by nyght, at utermoste, 
I truste to be with yowe at Winchestre, Gode willyng, who sende 
yowe as goode helthe aa your hert desierith. We fynde here all 
men apptyng and glade to accocnplisshe all thynges. From Ox- 
fordc, thys Sonday the xij"" day of Septembre, 

by your mosle assurede poire preste and servant, 

Rycharde Latton. 
To the rjiht honorable Mr. Thamu Cromwell, 
cheffe iccreune to the kjngei hfghaei. 



The letter which fullowt appe&n to haie Wn writlm ilwut the uine lime u tbe 
preeeding. The abbry uf Rewlpy, or De rrgali loeo, )□ the auburbi of Oxford, wai 
founded by the will of Richsrd king of the Romitu, brother of Henry 111. The iMt 
abbot (the writer of thu letter) «u Nicholu Aiuten. 



XXXI. 

THE ABBOT OF REWLKY TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. hi. 269.] 

Ryght honoralile and my sj-ngular good master, my dutye re- 

rocmbred, 1 humblye commend to yow, glad to here of youre helth. 
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velth, and proaperj-te, the which 1 pray Jhesu long to contjnewe 
to your hertea desyre, and thanckyng your mastcrshipp fur your 
greatt kyiidnes shewid to me att all tymes, whereas itt pleasyd 
yow that so aone I shold come to your speache. with so lytell ex- 
pense in lyeng att Londoiie, and also for your good and gentle 
wordes, kynde and iovyng offre and profre, nott ha\-yng for the 
same pleasure or commodytie of me as yett, trustyng by some 
I specyall gyfFt of grace to acqwyte itt x. fold, "Antl whereas I had a 
I'letterseDdeme, that our raon as terye shold begyven to M'.Archard, 
lyour servant, and that itt was also in the cnmniyssyon, I sub- 
mytt myselfe fuUe and liolle to your mastershipp, as all niy refuge, 
I belpe, and socor is yn yow, glad of my voluntarye mynde to be 
' botude in obligacion of one hunderd powndcs to be payed to your 
mastershipp, so that our house may be savyd, although itt be con- 
verted intoo thuse of a college, to have both lernynge and lerayd 
men go for^-ardes theryn. I was loth to attempt your master- 
shypp any ferther, seyng 1 had such gentle answeres, onlesse the 
greatt rumour of the towne and imiversite compulsed me, bycause 
of the fforsaid gyfft to the said Mr, Archard, hesechyng your 
mastershipps kynde letter agaynst the surveyoures comyng to dys- 
charge them, that itt may be as a slield or buckler to defeiide me, 
that yow may gett yow amemoryall to be prayed for for ever. /And 
thus almyghty Jlieaus send your mastershipp longe Ij'fe andmoche 
honour. 

Nicolas by the grace of God abbott of Royallyen. 



__' SlrThoBUU haHej, BfterwarJB baron Audley of WbIJi 
ol EofUDil, tlic wnler of the folloRiag letter, has ■ lei 
lion dI the miiDuleriee, ind nbtsined Intge grunts of tl 
tnmu hj that great mcHiare. 
. Bulling, or Bn-king, in Eiwi, 
I CAUD. 80C. 



cilatcs nhich cime to tho 
if Che oldest nanneriei in England, liaTing 



74 LETTERS BELA1ING TO THE 

been founded bj Erkenwaid buhop of London in 677. It wu renuksble olfto Tor it 
richd. Dorothy BirUji rat the lut kbbeu, and aurrendercd the house to Ihe King Oi 
the Hth or Nutcmher, 1539. 



SIB THOMAS AUDLEY TO C 

[StBte Papers, Vol. 1. p. 4S0.] 

After my right herty commendations, these shalhe to adver- 
tyse you, that I have sent forth wryttes for prorogacion of th< 
parlament, commyssions and proclamations for come, and alac 
proclamations for clothiers, accordyngly as ye heretofore adver- 
tysed me that it was the kynges plesure that I shuld so do. 1 
have also made redy wryttes for adjournement of the terme ti] 
Halowmas, and also sent letters in your name and mync for certi- 
ficate of the residewe of the bokes of the spiritual possessions yel 
beyng onretourned ; wherin the corayssioners, I promyse you, 
have heen very necligent. I send to you a boke of the instruc- 
tions for coume. I have usid my poor wytt in yt, trustyng it 
shalhe taken in good part. I am enformed that doctour Lee u 
substitute by you to visile al the religeous houses in the diocese 
of London. My sute at this tyme ys to you, that it may plese 
you to spare the visitation of the house of Barkyng, til your re- 
tourne into these partiez, that I and you may speke together, 
and ye alial comand me as moche to my power. If it like you 
that this abstynens may bee at my request, I then hertely desire 
you to direct your letters to doctour Lee for the same. In good 
fayth, my request ys, not for any defaut or suspect that I have in 
doctour Lee, for I here not but that he suith hymself right indif- 
ferently in the execution of his charge; but it is for other con- 
siderations that 1 wold be a sutour to you for the said house. 
And when ye and I have spoken togethir at your retoume, do as 
ye shal seeme best ; trustyng for my sake, and at my coiitempU- 
tion, ye will use the more favour to the house. Praying you to 
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remembir al my requestes in ray last letters to you directyd, and 
eftsones desire you to make myn must humble reconiinendatioDs 
to the kinges highnes and to the quenes grace. And thus fare 
ye as hertely well as I wold my self, Wryten the morow after 
, Michaelmas day. Your assured to al his power, 

TiioHAS AuDELY, k. chauncelour. 

To hii hertie lovinj: frend. 
Mr. Secretary, be this 



nwfoUowiiiB ueouDt of the capture of the abbot of Langdoo'i concnbine ia ala^ 
(tduly Indicraiu. Langdoo, or Wat Langdon, la Kent, wan ■ imaU abbej of Pre- 
noutratenaiana, founded and endoired bjr WiUiim de AubervllU, in 1 1 !)S. The name 
of the lari abbot naa William Sayer. The private poaterni or " Btsrtyng hoillea " 
of Uie nonaateriea are frequently mentioaed by tbe old sitiriatB. Ona of the InjUDih 
lisaa(MS. Cotton. Cieap. B. ir. fol. 91) geemito have been partioularl]' aimed aijiinat 
nch honaea u that of Laaugcton. " Also, that tber be no tnleryng into Mi* ntoniu- 
tfry t%l oni, aod that by the great for-gate of the aame, which diligeullj ahalbe 
mWchfd and kept bjr lome porter speeiallf appoynctyd for that purpose, and shilbe 
■Late ■nd opcojd bj the amne bolhe itaye anil nyght at convenyent and aceuitomyd 
ko«m, which porter thall rtpell all manner women from < 
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DR. LAYTON TO CROMWELL. 
[Prcm MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. tv. fol. IST.] 
Pleasit your goodnes to understonde, that one Friday xxij'. 
Octobris, I rode bake with spede to take an inventarie of Fowl- 
stone,* and from thcns I went to Langden. Wheras immediatly 
discendyng from my horse, I sent Bartlett, your sen-ant, with alle 
my seiT&ntes, to circumcept the abbay, and surely to kepe alle 

• At Folkcatooe in Kent, Eadbald king of Kent founded ■ nunnery, on the iltc of 
«hich Nigellua de Mandelille founded a priory in 1095. Thii home was aBTTendered 
on the l.ilh of NOTcmber, 1535, at will be lecn by a lubaeciuent letter in the presenl 
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ijCtc I nyadfirantskiDetotiie 
jMiMtaa htjLj^ ju f u g qxMi die ftMe> lad vsde, eryn lyke ■ 
caiqr <ftifyer CA «f Mwtyag boillea, « goode space knok- 
tyVf «ft Adhbottcs Aon, mer roi- aer jckmu m f p M - uU , txveyag 
ddhbaOM fide Aigv dot, vitfam his dore &rte kjdied, bayede 
■■i ksfcedku 1 fiownde a short polax standyng behynde the dore, 
and vidi yt I daidiede thabbottes dore in pcisses, ictu oculi, and 
■et «ae of mjr mcsi to kepe that dore, and abonte boa^e 1 go with 
tfcat psks in my hande, ne /orle, for thabbot is a daingerouse 
dopcnte knaTe and a hardy. Bat for a condosion, his hore, 
•fie* Ids geotle womman, bestyrrede hir Btnmpis tovardes hir start- 
ynf boiDea, and ther Bartlett wachyng the pursnet towVe the 
teadre danunsd, and aSter I hade examynede hir, to Dover ther to 
tin maire to sett hir in sum cage or prison for riij. dais, and I 
browgt holy Either abbot to Canterbury, and here in Chiistes- 
diurclie I will lere hym in prison. In this soden doyng ex tem- 
pore to circumcept the howse and to sercbe, your servant John 
Antonie his men merrelede what felow I was, and so dyde the reste 
of thabbay, for I was unknowyn ther of al men. At last, I 
fownde hir apparel in thabhottea cofer. To tell yowe all this 
conimudie, but for tliabbot a tragedie, hit were to long. Xow hit 
shalle appere to gcntilmen of this contrey, and other the comons, 
that ye shall not deprive or visite but upon substanciall growndes. 
Surely I suppos Godc hym self put hit in my mynde thus so- 
denly to make a serche at the begynnjTig, bycaase no chanon ap- 
perede in my ayghtc ; I supposede rather to have fownde a hore 
emongiste them then in thabbottes chambre. The reste off alle this 
knavcrie I shall differ tyll my cumj-ng unto yow, wiche shalbe with 
as niuche Sjiede as I can possible, doyng my assurede deligence in 
the reste. Tliis mornyng I ryde towardes tlie archebisshop to 
Tisitc hym ; now whan 1 have visite hys see, tliis nyght I wilbe at 
Feversliam abbay.* This ys to advertise yowr maistershipe. 
n Kent UBS foniKled about 1 I4T, uid HUcd nitb CInniic 
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iribullede this Satterday, an writeii with the hasty hand of 
rar assurede servant, 

Rychard Layton, Preste. 



Hw following letter wu written bj the Hune WiOiam Birlow, wbo wrote the letter 
piiated before at p«ge 6. He appear* tg have been moved, >t hii delire, from the 
priory of Hiiterfordweat (a that of Biahim, which be qajlted on tbe U^d of Febnurj 
ISa.'i.C, for tbe Bithopric of Auph. which in the fallowing April (I33(i) be exchanged 
far that of St. Ditid's. His predeoesior in the latter see, againat vthota be here C0s>- 
plaini, waa Richard Rswlini, appointed in 1533. 

Tbe priorj of Haverfordwest waa founded before tbe year ISOO Lj Robert dc Hater, 
tbrd, the Ant Norman lord of thia dittrict. The ruitii are itill ilsible by tbo rlicr 



I 



iltheti 



[Fro, 



AM BAttLOW TO CttOMWELI.. 
MS. Collon. Cleop. E. IV. fol, 107.] 



Pleasith your good maistershipe with compassion to advertise the 
complaynt and unfayned peticion of your humble oratour, dia- 
qiiietly vexede without cauae or any prete need occasion motioned 
of your saide oratours partie. Whereas the quene of here graciouse 
bounte advouched me unworthy the priorshipe of Haverfordwest 
under here graces foundacion, syns tlie tyme of ray ther contynual 
residence, consideryng the hungry famyne of heryng the worde of 
God and desolate scarcete of true preehers, I have endeveryd my 
•clf with no amalle bodely daunger agenst Antichrist, and all his 
confederat adhcrentes, sincerely to preclie the gospell of Christ, 
whose veritc as hit is invincible so is hit incessantly assautyd of 
&yt)iles false perverters ; by reson wherof they whiche of dutie 
ought to fortltie me in mayntenyng the trutlie maliciously hare 
concevid a malivolent mynde causles to mahgne agenst me, in 
incbe wise that I was forced ffrom theire tyranny to appele unto 
the kyng his honorable councelle, as playnly apperitlic by Uic un- 
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true Burmised articles falsely contrived by the blacke fi&eere of 
Haverfordwest, whiche though I presented to your maistershipe 
as thacte of his onely doing, yet was hit the mayntenans of the 
busshope and his ungostly spirituall officers, whiche is evident by 
the rewarde of the busshope to the tfreere at liis departyng, also by 
his letters directed to Mr. dean of tharches and to doctoure Hays, 
diligently to soUicitethat I niyghtbe suppressed in my just matter. 
And where they sithe perceive that (praise be to God !) under the 
favour of your righleouse equite ihey cannot prevaile agenst me as 
they wilfully wulde, yet cesse they not wrongfully to vex suche as 
pertayne to me, troblyng them with tyranny for my sake, no 
suche cruelte deservyng ; as where of late I sent a aervaunt home 
about certen busynes, immediatly aftre his comniyng the busshops 
officers ascited hym to apperans, and ransacking his house forced 
hym to delyver suche bokes as he had, that is to save, an Ynglysshe 
Testament, thexposicion of the iiij**, v'*", and vj^h chapters of 
Mathewe, the Ten Commaundementes, and the Epistelle of Sayiit 
Johan, violently withholding them with vehement reproches and 
clamaronse esclamacions agenst herctikes, as if to have the Tes- 
tament in Ynglysshe were horrible heresie, to no litle dismaying 
and ferefuU discomfort of the sincere favorers of Godes word. 
Moreover, they charged in the fcynges name the maire of Tynby, 
in payne of f j-ve hundreth merckes, to putt in warde the said poore 
man, his wiff, and a certen honest widowe of inculpable fame, with 
whomthey were at host, layingcerten articles to thejTe charge whiche 
they never thought nor spake ; and. aftre most sharaefuU rumors 
raysed uppe to theyre dyfiamadon, with slaunderouse wonderment 
frf the towTie, alle crafty meanes assayde to brj'ng in false witnes, 
I when no accuser wuld appere openely, as a true certificat undre 
the townes scale largely dothe testifie, the above mencyoned offi- 
cers, without any charitable satisfaction to the said parties wrong- 
folly imprisonede, badd the maire do with them as he lasted, and 
so thens departyng made ther advaunt * in places where they came 
■ Thcii boul. 
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S theire valyaunt sctes agenst heretikes, meanyng therby the fa- 
I Torers of Christes gospeU. In consideracion wherof hit may please 
your singoler goodnes to provyde a redresse, that ifrom the ter- 
roure of suche tjTannes the kynges faythfulle subjectes youre poure 
oratours maye peaceably Xjve. according to Goddes lawes, wtthotit 
any suche unchristen empeschement and combrouse vexacyons. 
Furthermore, unfaynedly to assertayne your maistershipe, in what 
petious case gretely lamentable the kynges faithfull subjectes the 
poore resiana * in the dioces of saynt David your suppliaunt ora- 
tours ar miserably ordred uiidre the clergj'e, requyreth a farre 
lai^r processe then here maye conveniently be comprised ; for 
though we have semblably to other dioceses in outwarde auctorite 
and exterior ceremonies a busshop, a puffrigan, archdeacons, deans, 
commissaries, and other busshoplyke officers intitled w-ith spiri- 
tuall names, also a multitude of mounckes, chanons, (freers, and 
secular pristes, yet among them aU, so many in nombre and in 
BO large a dioces, is thcr not one that sincerely prechithe Goddes 
word, nor scarce any that hertely favorithe hit, but all utter ene- 
myes theragenst, whose stubburne resistence cannot be without 
froward rebellion agenst the kynges graciouse actes establisshed 
appon the verite of Goddes word. And concemyng the enormy- 
ouse vices, the frawdulent exactions, the mysordred lyvyng, and 

lethyn idolatry, shamefully supported undre the clergies jurisdic- 
;i, whichc by scquele of theyre blynd wilfull ignorans do conse- 
-ntly folowe, no dioces I suppose more corrupted nor none so 
&fTC out of frame, without hope of rcformacion, except your 
mustn^hipe shall see a redresse, in whom under the kynges grace 
the trust of all those that meane well onely conaistyth, Fynally 
theyr abused l^sshions at lengithe to discover, at your commaunde- 
ment, I shalbe redy with suche certente of trutbe, that no adver- 
■ary shalbe able to make contrary denyall ; whiche su performed, 
AaX may then please youre good maistershipe to Ucence me for to 
tpart«, under the laufuU favour of youre protection, without the 
* loliabiUati, rrddeuli. 
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whiclie nether can I without parell repaire home, nor thcr in sa&le 
contynue among so odiouse adversaries of Christes doctrine, by 
whoso tjTanny that I may not be unjustly oppressed, I most 
humbly bescche your assistent ayde, howbeit no farder then the 
verity of Scripture will justifie my cause, nether for no camall 
commodite of any worldly preferment, but alle onely for thiv- 
vauncement of Christes gospell, to the honor of God, who ever- 
more graciously preserve your maistershipe in honorable felicite. 
Your humble oratour, 

William Barlo, prior of Haverfordwest. 

To the right honorable maister Thomas 
Cnunnell, chief seoretsrj to the 
kjnga bighnei. 



The priory of Bridlington, siCimted on the coart of Yorkshire, wu foonded early in 
the reign of Hearr I- bj Walter de Giunt, wboee blbrr (Gilbert de Gaunt) had re- 
ceived a grant of tbe muior from William the Conqueror. The lecond Gilbert de 
Gaunt, eldest aon and heir of the founder, cnnBrined hi* futher'a cbartera, and added 
liberal donations of hia own. The following letter has been printed by Mr. Prickett, in 
his History of Bridlington, but with awrong date. Tbe writer was William Wode, the 
last prior, who in the year following (I53ti) took an active part in tbe ioaurrection 
CDoHDonly called the " Pilgrimage of Grace," and was executed along with the abhota 
of Foantoins, Rievouli, and Jcrvauli, alao implicated in that rebellion. 



THE PRIOR OF BRIDLINGTON TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cott. Cleop, E. it. fol. S3.] 

Right wourshipfull, my dewtie in my moste humble maner re- 
membred, I rccommende me to your gude maistershipe, and for 
somuche as your sayd maistershipe by your last lettres to me 
directed advised me, and in like maner counselled me, to recognishe 
the kynges highnes to be our patrone and Sounder, forasmuche 
as noe article, worde, sentence, or clause in our originall graunte to 
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tins mayde by air Gilbert de Gauntc, cosyne to our originall ffoun- 
der, appered to the contrarie wliie of equitie his highnes owght 
not 3o to be> or elles to appere before your maistershipe and otiier 
of his graces counsell the laste day of Octohre, as I wolde awoide 
his graces highe displeasour. In this matter, even so humblie as 
I caime, I shall besuche your gade maistershipe to be gude mais- 
ter to me and your poour and cotidiali oratours my bretheren ; for 
notwithstondinge the kinges grace his noble progenitours titles 
and dames hertofore mayde to our said patronage and founder- 
shipe (thoghc all we ar and ever will be at his roostc graciouse 
commaundement and pleasour), yet we have ever henne dimissed 
clere withowt any interruption in this bchalfe nighe this two hun- 
dretli yeres, as shall appere before your gudnes under substanciall 
evidence of recorde. And so I besuche your maistershipe we may 
be at this tyme, for in your maistershipe our holle truste in all our 
gude causes remaneth. And where aa I ame dctenede withe 
diverse infirmities in my body, and in lyke maner ame feble of 
nature, so that withowt great yeopardie of my liffe 1 cannot nor 
»me not hable to labour in doinge of my dewtie to appere before 
your[gude] maistershipe, I shall right humblie besuche your gudnes 
to have [me] excused, and in lyke maner to accept this berar my 
tirother as my lauful deputie in this behalfe, who shall maykc 
your maistershipe aunswer as concernynge thes premisses, to 
whome I besuche your maistershipe yeve firm credence, of whome 
also ye shal resave a poour token frome me whiche I eftsones 
besuche your gude maistershipe to accept, thankfullie with my 
poour hert and cotidiali prayers, of whiche ye shall be assured 
cnduringe my Uffe, as is my dewtie, Code willinge, who ever 
preserve your gude maistershipe, in muche wourshipe longc lo 
endure. Frome our monasterie of Bridlingtonc, the xxiij"* day 
£.Dctobre, by your humble and cotidiali oratour, 

William, prior of the same. 
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The next ktUr reUtca to tbe prior; of PordluD. in Cuabndscahire. Thit boQW, 
which TUDCr call* " Fardbun aliu Rigx^t*'" ■■ >«■■' >" ^'" l>^° t'^m'lc'l >>7 RO' 
- bnt de PordhuD, for craou of tlK order of Smpringhun. 



DR. LEOn TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 239.] 

My hartye recomtnendatyons presupposid, pleasith yt your mas- 
tership to undrestand, that ther ys a pryory namyd Byggyn in the 
towne of Fordhain, in the dyocesse of Norwyche, wher as ys but the 
pnor and his moncke, and the moncke is in extreme age and at 
dethes doore, and my lorde of Northehumberland ysfownder ther.of 
whom I suppose ye maye very easely opteyne his title and in- 
terest. Yt is a propre howse, and yt stand conjniodyously and plea- 
sauntly, and rt maye spend xxx''. by the yere in temporal! landes, 
besyde spyrytualtyes, whyche ys a benefyce of xvj''. by the yere. 
- Also I desyre you to send me worde, what shall be doon with thea 
relygyous persons whiche knelyng on ther knees, howldyng up< 
ther handes, instantly with humble petycyon desyre of God, tlie 
kyng, and you, to be dymyssyd from ther relygyon, aayyng they 
lyve in j-t contrary to Goddys lawe and ther conscyens, trustynf 
that the kyng of liys gracyous goodnes and you wyll set them at 
lybertye owte of this bondage, which they ar not able lengeT 
to endure (as they saye), but shuld fall into dysperatyon or elles 
ronne awaye, with many other lamentable petycyons whiche \ 
now to long to wryte, but yt war a dede of char)'t« that they 
myght lyve in that kjnid of lyvyng whtche niyglit be moste to the 
glorye of God, the quyetncs of ther conscyens, and most to the 
commonweltlie, who so ever hathe inforniyd you to the i 
trary, for your harte wold lamente to here them as 1 doo, as thyi 
berer your servauntecan sliewe you. Asconsernyng thes thynge^ 
I shall desyre your mastcrshyp of farder knowlegc what I shal 
doo, and 1 shalle be redy to accomplyslie your mynde in thes n 
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in all other thyngcs with clylygens to thuttermust of my poore, 
desyryng that you W7II reniembre God herein (as I dowte not 
but ye wyll), who ever accomplyshe your good mynd in all 
thynges. From Ely, the fyrst daye of Noverabre. 

Yours ever assurydj 

TiiouAt) LfiOil. 



I 



lb the lut edition of Ihe Mooulicon ttiere ajipearg to be totae error or coiifiiriion 
nUting to the date of the followmg letter, aud to the last abbot of the IVcmonslra- 
leniiian ibber of Weit Dereham, nha is said to have been Roger Porman, and to bare 
held the lame office from 1533 to the time of the dissolution ot hia bouse. It is slated 
iutbe ulne work that " John Maiey, biihogi of ElpbiD, was commeDdalor of Wel- 
bcck, A.D. 1520." 

Tie abbej of PremODstrateasian canons of Welbeck, in Notlioghiunsliire, was begun 
in the rsigu of Stephen, and tlic founJalion completed under Henry II. Tbe bishops 
of Ely, buTiDg bought the manor, were afterwardii considered the founders or iiDlrans. 
The ahbej of West Dereham, ia Norfolk, formed by a colony of canons bronglil fiom 
Wdbecki wn boilt ia liei^ by Hubert, then dean of York, afterwardi bishop of Satis- 



TIIE COMMENDATOR OF WEL,BBCK TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. ful. 44.J 

Jhesu. 



Please liit you, maister secretarie, to understonde, I receyved 
the xxvj"' day of Octobre a certificate from the convent of West- 
dorham under tliere convent sele of the dethe of my brother abbot 
Ihcr (whose soule God pardon !), and the sele of his office also, 
accordingc to the old custome and usage that hath ben all wayes 
UBid in timys past, to be sent unto the father abbot from all his 
SUall chirches, and also aecordtnge to ye private statutis of our 
Sir, I perceyve that the kynges grace visitors (doctor 
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Lee) be forthe in those parties, and whether hit be your maister* 
shipis plesure that he shall medle in that eleccion or noo I dissire 
humbly to know your plesur, ffor I insure you I wolde do no- 
tliinge but that which myjt atonde with your lawful t&von, 
seinge that ye are and hath ben alwaye so gud maister to me 
and unto my pour religion. Nottvithstondinge, as your maister- 
shipe knowes well that the kynges grace hathe gy\'en to me and 
unto the pour monastery of Welbeck (imjjerjietuum) under his 
brod sele for all eleccions of al the ordre of Premonstraten. within 
this realme and Walls, Howbehit I intend to do nothinge but that 
shall stond withe the kynges grace plesur and yours bothe, humbly 
dissiringe to know your maistershipis plesur in writing what I 
shall do herein. Your miusterabip said unto me, at my last be- 
inge withe you, that when any eleccion fell in my religion I shuld 
do my duety lyke as 1 have done before tyme, and accordingly 
unto tlic kynges grace graunt. Also ther liathe ben a preat (the 
person of Brandon Ferre), and maid a sequestracion of all the 
gudis ther, both within and witheout, moveable and unmovable, 
but whether your maistership knowes of Iiit or not I can not say. 
Sir, as towching all suche communicacions as I hade at my last 
being withe yow, (God willijig} I shall performe at my commyng 
upe at Candlemas next commj-ng. And thus Jhesu preaerve yow 
in helthe with myche houore. From Welbeck, the ij"!" day of 
Novembre. 

Yours to hys little poure, 

John Elfuin and commendatar off Welbek. 



'The commiigioner* appear to have foiuid little ia the Ui^ Benedictine mobuterr 
«[ Buy in SaffiOk to rcporti ucopt a li«t of mpentitiaiu relica. 
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XXXVIII. 

JOHN AP RICE TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. ISO.] 
Please it your luastersliip, fforasmoche as I suppose ye shall 
nave sute made unto yow touching Burie er we retourne, I thought 
convenient to advertise yow of our procedinges there, and also of 
the compertes of the same. As for thabbot, we found nothing 
snspect as touching his Ij-ving, but it was detected tliat he laye 
moche forth in his granges, that he delited moche in playng 
at dice and cardes, and therin spent moche money, and in 
buyldiiig for his pleasure. He did not preche openly. Also that 
he converted divers fermes into copie holdes, wherof poore men 
doth complayne. Also he semeth to be addict to the mayntenyng 
of suche supersticious cereraones as hathe ben used hertofor. 

As touching the convent, we conlde geate litle or no reportes 
amonge theym, although we did use raoche diUgence in our ex- 
aminacion, and therby, witli some other argumentes gethered of 
their examinacions, I femiely beleve and suppose that they had 
Confedered and compacted bifore our commyng that tliey shulde 
discloae nothing. And yet it is confessed and proved, that there 
was here suclie frequence of women commyng and reasserting to 
this monastery as to no place more. Amongest the reliques we 
founde muche vanitie and superstition, as the coles that Saint 
Laurence was tosted withall, the paring of S. Edmundea naylles, 
8. Thomas of Canterbury penneknyff and his bootes, and divers 
skuUes for the liedache ; pcces of tlie holie crosse able to make a 
hole crosse of;* other reliques for rayne and certain other super- 
■titiousc usages, for avoyding of wedes growing in come, with 
suche other. Here departe of theym that be under age upon an . 
eight, and of theym that be above age upon a five, wolde departe 

* The bsmeuM nomber Dfpiecei uf tlie Imr aioaa poucsivd b<r differant relifioiu 
be>H«> both oa the coBtiaeDt and In Engluid, wu r n^qncnt lubject of ridicule unopg 



86 LETTERS RELATING TO THE 

yf they miglit, and they be of the best sorte in the house and of 
best lernyiig and jugement. The hole nomber of the covent before 
we cam was Ix., saving one, beside iij.that were at Oxforde. Of 
Elie I have written to your mastership by my felowe Richard a 
Lee. And thus A]mightie God have you in his tuicion. From 
Burie, v"'. Novembre. 

Your 8er>-ant moste bounden, 

John ap Uice. 



T)ie ralluuiiig letter U no addjlioual evidence of the eageracss with nliiili llie coiiD- 
trj geutleinen and the courliere were looking out for 8li»rci in the abbey lands. The 
taiall prior; or Ingbam in Norfolk itbi founded in tlie rouilcentli century, bj Sir 
Miles StapletOD, of Bednic in Yorkshire. 

XXXI.V. 



aiCllAIlD WHARTON TO CROMWELL, 
[From MS. Cleop. E. ir. ful. 123,] 
Ryght woorshypfuU syr, as I am most bownde of dewtye, witli 
my humble recoramendacions to your niastersbyppe, syr, yt shall 
please yow to be athvertysyd that here ys an abbey caliyd Ing- 
ham in Norfolke, not fare frome Seyiit Benettes abbeye, the 
fownder therof ys on sir Frawnsea Calthrope, and after hys delhe 
one Edwarde Calthrope, nevewe and lieyer unto the sayd syr 
Fraunses, whoo hathe maryid a iiere kynswoman off myne. The 
prior and covent of the same abbye, by the covent seale, hathe 
sulde the hole abbye with all the londdes therto belongj-ng, to 
one Wylliam Wodhowse a nere dweller to the same, wytliowght 
the knowlege of the fownder, and allso contrary to the promysse 
of the sayd prior and covent, who promyssyd tlie sayd Edward 
Calthrope that in case they tlyde eytlier selle or aleyne the same 
or ony parte tlierof, that the same Edwarde shulde have yt be- 
fore any other man, forasmyche as yt was ffowndyd by hys awn- 
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I. and the sayd Edwanl allso nexte lieyerto the fowndacion. 
Yett notwithstondyng hys promysse, he hathte solde yt to the 
sayde Woodhowse by the covent scale, as afore mensionyd, and the 
same Woodhowse now beyng at London to serve owght the reco- 
verye of the same. Soo as the same Edwarde Calthrope for ever 
shall loose hys fowndacion, and allso hys bargeyne of the prior and 
€»Tent, onlesse yt wyll please your mastershj-pe, at thys my 
power sewte, to he soo goode master to the sayde Edwarde CalU 
thrope to stoppe the recovere incontinent with spede, tyll your 
laastershype shalbe further iiistriictyd and sewj'd unto by the 
B»yd Edwarde Calthrope and other of hys fryiidys. And foras- 
tnyche as the sayde Edward ya the fowndcr and allso hade a spe- 
cial! promyse of the prior and covent to bye the same in casse 
tliey dyd sell yt, after my power mynde yt ware moste reason that 
he shulde have the harganye and profarment before ony other. 
Yf yt please yower maatershj-ppe to helpe hym and stnnde hys good- 
master, I dowght with yower helpe he maye recover hys sayd bar- 
gayne in the same, and for the paynys that yower mastershyppe 
shall take therin, the same Edward shall gyfFe yow an liondryde 
. povndes, and yow sliall bynde liyni and alte hys frynddys to be 
I yower sarvaunttys and bedemen whyll they doo lyve. 1 beseche 
yow, syr, that I maye be athevertysyd of yower pleasure herein by 
my aervaunt thys brynger. Syr, 1 am allwayse botde to crave to 
yower mastershyppe for eyde and helpe for me and my frynddys, 
not able to requite yower goodnesse but with ray power Imrtc and 
strvyse, wyche ys and slialbe at yower commaundment ; and thus 
I beseche God to preserve yower mastershyppe to long Ij-ffe and 
good prosperj'tyc, Frome Bungeye, the vij, daye of Novembyr. 
Att yower maatersliyppes commawndmcnt, 

RVCIIAHD WnAltTOiN. 



The tiibjMt of U 
A, of the ]>ri 



■ roDtinuition of Ihc rrport proiaunly tiveii 
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TBB COUMtSStONERS IN KEMT TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Con. Cleop. E. ly. fol. !19.] 

Right worshipful! sir, itt mayo youe to understond, that we re- 
ceyved your l«ttre this present Tewestfaye att nyght, about vij. of 
tlie clok, by the handcs of John Antony your ser^'aunt, advertesyng 
youe that before the recoyt therof we have been att the monas- 
teries of Langdon, Dovour, and Folkston, and have taken a clere 
surrender of every of the same monasteries under ther covent 
scales, beyng also recognized in ther chapter houses, accordyng to 
your wille and commaundement, wheruppon dyverse tenauntes be- 
iongyng to the seid monasteries have openly attorned unto the 
kynges grace. 

We have also recey^'ed i)ito your custodye the corent seales 
of the seid monasteries, and have in lyke maner receyrd all 
the evidence belongyng to the monasteries of Langdon and 
Folkston, and have likewyse receyved parte of the evidence b^ 
Iong)-ng to Dovour, such as we thought most espedyent, and the 
residue we have putt into a suer chiste under lock, wberof we 
have the key in our custodye. 

We have also lefte the chanons and monkes still in ther houses, 
withoute any clere dj-scharge of them, butt have putt them att 
tlier liberte and choisc whether they wille abide ther nntiU the 
kynges graceisplesure be ferlherknowen thuiojorelea to goo troio 
thens to ther fryndes, wherof the most parte desire to have capa- 
citees, and somme to be as&igned aver to other places uf religeoo. 
^liich monkys and chanons att the trtne of the receypt uf yoar 
seid lettre (as we trust and thynk) ar remaynyng still in tber 

hoUHs. 

Adrenesyng your mastership fliertfaer of the estate of the seid 
"loaAafeoiea, wheria (as ycu) we toke none invmtoriea, by cMtse 
tl*e iaTentaciea were taken aUndy. as jroor aiMMnkip knowes. 



itfiB 
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f the bouse of Langdon is sore in decaye, and no maner 
r other vittalles for the realeff of the house. Thabbott 
f Iherof {as he ia reported) a veray uiithrifte yvell housbond, and 
I of yll rule, and his covent veraye ignorant and poore, 

The house of Devour ia a goodly house and well repayred in all 
places, as fer as we cowd perceyve ; and that the prior (as itt 
was reported unto us) ffound the house att his fly-rst comyng 
thither indented in ix^li-j and hath reduced and brought that to 
c". as itt is said, of whose nowe case dyverse of the honest in- 
babitantes of Dovour shewe them selves veray sory. 

The house of Folkston is a httill house, well repayred, and the 
prior a veray honest parson, and a veray good husbond,* and no 
les belovyd emonges his neypours. 

We have consulted uppon your letter that Herry Polsted, John 

Antony, and Antony Ager shall accomplish the same in all thyng 

with all convenyent spede. And thus the Holy Goost contynewe 

yowe in good helth [and] welffare. Writton at Canterbury, the xvj, 

1 daye of November. 

Your owne, Thomas Bedyll. 
Your servaunt, Hbrrv Polbted, 
Your servant, John Anthony. 



The next letUr ii altogether undated, bat it appeari to bare been written about this 

time, utd ij plsceil bere from it> connection vitli the proceedioii in Kent, a portion 

■ «l »libh foim the aabjcct of tbe preceding letter. We haie alrndj seen tbe prior of 

1 Chorcb, Canterburf, eicuiing himiclf from baling an; c 

h Barton. 



a careful honiekeeper. 
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CIIRlSTOPHBIt LKVVNS TO CROMWELL. 

[Frem MS. Colt. Cleop. E. ir. fol. 134.] 

I'lciuittic hit %-our mnstershypc to understonde, that one Son- 
dftve was sfnyghtc 1 deiyvi-rrde unto your senraunt tuayster FiloU 
H i-crtttyne bill of coniplaynte ayenstc the prionr of Christe Churche 
ill Csnlirhuryc, whcrj'iic 1 openyde unto your masterships that 
ilywrse hwlhren of the same howse hadde shewyde unto me that 
thv sarde t^tjout hadde lakyne a coUette fibr the bjsshc^ipe of 
Rome by iiatne of Pope, coDtrarre to his otbe and a lave made in 
that behalff?,* and allso delyreiyde anto hyme the copye of an 
tDTeoloryv Utely« exhibityde by hym unto yoor nuusurslupe of 
Un jmUw and phl« bekm^yiige tuto the same mottasterye, with 
ft MBMUbnaoM of eettoyiM pueeUs of sylrer, golde, and stone to 
Uw TihM of thovaandys of paundya^as tlie IxMhren of the same 
kowB fcport^ vflUfoBye IcAc o«te of Ae sajAt iauvatarn, am- 
tnryv «nto aa tnjnadkia to hy«ae gevrane by doctor Ijey^ibamt, 
' r jroor MMlKabrpe. Whether jwr nusler- 



ahipe have taio<w>i^e «f the saoke byfl or w, 1 1 

the mrde ptiow ys itpartyit to hia hovsft, and I vefytyc thyvkc^ 



■ii mr >wha»ih«fcnwiAwgfct»«H*fcti^^fc» "' "y F ^— * 
tfey ahdl mnv cons fante to dtpM» to Ays wCHr thM he 



t aajfe to \m f^tjm m Ih* toator hdhn i^anyd^ 
taf th« wm hiwatBto ib*hMdy»«rhys atntfl 
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fryndys thowaandys of poundes, wiche is well knowen lie hathe, 
to hys conforte Lerafter, to tlie greate hynderance of our soveraing 
lorde the kyuge, whiche ys justelye intytyllydde by his lawes ther- 
unto, upon thys oflfence done, to have the hgle moveable goodes of 
the Iiowse. Whiche hynderaunce to our sayde soveraing lord, 
and dangers unto these poore men hys brethren, in thys behalfe 
consyderyde, hit may please your mastershipe to take sunime 
order by your highe discressyon, Wryten by your bedman and 
the kyngea trewe subjects, 

Cbistofer LKYVNa. 

To the ri^t boDorehls 

BuitUc TbODUi CramireU 

brghe •ecreraryc to the 

kfBgn bjgbnes. 

ETowtrdi the enil of tbs <re>r Lajton and Legb set out un ■ tUitation journey towirdi 
Yortdun. The rollowing letter cHries (bem u far ai LichGdJ. 
' XLII. 

L OU. LAVTON TO CROMWELL. 

' [Prom MS, Cotton. Cleap. E. iv. fol. 131.] 

, Hit may please your raastersliipe to undcrstande, that in goyiig 
northwardes from London I towke in my way towardes Lichefelde, 
wheras I appointcde to mete with doctor Leig, tirstc a proric of 
Gyll»ertj'ns and nunnes inclosede and closse ;* wheras tliey wolde 
uot in any wisse have admitt«de me as vy'siter, I wolde not be so 
aiiswerede, but visitede them, and ther fowndc two of the saide 
Dunnca not baron ; one of them impreifnavit aupprior domtu, an 
tber a aervyng man. The two prioresses wolde not confcase this, 
Ulcr tlie parties, nor none of the nunnes, but one old beldame ; 

' TU* «■■ (irubablj iIh vio'T uf Chickasnil iu Bcdfurdihirc, fuuaded about IIMi 
I uf (hr order uffil. Uilberl otSeiii]iriDi|hiiii. 
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and whan I object«de agoyns the saidc prioresses, that if they 
cowlde not shewe me a cause resonable of that ther conseilemen t, 
I muste nedes and wolde punnisshe them for ther manifeste per- 
jurie, ther answerwasthat they were bownde by tlierrehgion never 
to confesses the secrette fawttes done emongiste them, but onely 
to ther owne visiture of ther reUgion, and to that they were 
Bwome evere one of them at ther firste admission. Another 
priorie callede Harwolde,* wherin was iiij. or v. nunnea with the 
priores ; one of them hade two faire chyldren, another one and no 
mo. My lorde Mordant,! dwellyng nygh the saide howse, in- 
tyssede the yong nunnes to breke up the cofer wheras the covent 
seallewas; sir John Mordant his eldyste son then present, ther 
perswadyng them to the same, causede ther the prioresse and hir 
folysahe yong floke to scale a writyng made in Latten j what tlierin 
is conteynede nother the priores nor hir sisters can telle, sayyng 
that my Lord Mordant tellith them that hit ys but a leasse of a 
benilice improperite, with other small tenanderyae. They say all 
they durste not say hym nay; and the priores saith planely that 
she never wolde consent therto. This was done sens Michaelmas. 
To cale my lorde Mordant to make answere thus by power and 
myght in his contrey to use howses of religion of the kinges 
foundation (me semith) ye can no lesse do by your offes, unleste 
ye will suffer the kinges foundations in continewaunce by every 
man to he abusede. At Saint Androse in Northampton J tlie 
howse is in dett gretly, the landes solde and morgagede, the fermes 



■ At Uarcirold, oj 
order of St. Auguiti. 
known of ita hiilory. 

•^ Sir John Mordnunt, i 
ot Hcorf's rdgn, lad bad 



Hurwood, ia Bedrardsliire, there »u a prior? of nuns oF the 
B, founded in tbe middle of the tnetCUi ceutupf. Verj little is 



hud been ■heriff of Bedford and Bucks in the first fear 
a employed by tlint Toonarch in serenl imporUut occi' 
sions. tie naa eammoneil to porUanieDt at a bHrqa ia 1532. 

i TUc date of tbe origioal foundation of the prior; of Si. Andrew in NorChamplon 
it somewhat uncertain. In Iu84, Simon dc St. Lii, the first Norman Earl of North- 
■iD[>ton and lluntiuijdoa, repaired and newly euduwed thii house. Dud flneed in it R 
company of Climiac nionlis. The Uat prior is ssid to have been Frsacis Abtree, alia* 
Leicester: itUalated in tbe Lut edition of Du)[dale that he in called by Lajton in thit 
UltcT John Pctie, the words " 1 hate petie '' ba«>us been mittikeo for a proper a»ma. 
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let owte, and the rent rece\ide before hande, for x., xv., xx. chaun- 
teres fowndett to be palde oute of the londes, aud gret bondes off 
forhiturea tberupon for non payment; the howse is iiij. liuiidreth 
powndes in revenewys. The kingea fowndation thus to be aian- 
gellftde by the quondam, I have petie ; the prior now ia a bacheler of 
divinitie, a gret husbond, and a goode clerke, and petie hit is that 
ever he cam ther : if he were promotede to a better thyng, and the 
kinges grace wolde take hit into his handes, so myght lie recover 
all the londes agayne, wiche the prior shall never. In my retome 
owte of the nortlie I will attempte hym so to do, if hit be your 
pleasure. The colege of Newarke * here in Lecestre of the kinges 
fuwndation, with an hospitale, ia welle keppede, and honeste men 
therin, iij. hundreth powndes in ther trezarewTe howse before 
hande. The abbay here is confederyde, we suppos, and nothyng 
will confesse. The abbot is an honeste man, and doth varawell, 
bat he bath here the moste obstinate and factiouse chanons that 
ever I knewe. This momyng 1 will objecte aganste divers of them 
bugrie and adulterie, et sic specialiter dUcendere, wiche I have 
lemede of other (but not of any of them) j what I shall fynde I 
cannot tell- This momyng we depart towardes Lichefelde churche, 
and from thens to certayne abbays upon Trent syde, and so to 
pase on to SotheweUe,t and to be at Yorke within a day affter the 
xij't day, wc inlende, and thus to make spede with diligence and 
trew knowlege of everethyng is our intent. Mylordeof LincolneJ 
commatmdj't the prechers here of Newarke colege that they 
shtilde no more preche, but onoly in ther ownc benifices. Why 
ahuldc he inhibite any man to preche the worde of Gude? He 

* The College of Nrmirk, or St. Marjr'i ttic greater, in the citj of Leieeater, wu 
firandcd bf Ilcnry duke of LuiCBiter, lod the buitditigi oomplited by John of Oauat. 
This church wai dotroyed sfler the duwlulian. 

f The collegiMe church o[ Southwell io Nottingbamahire ia aild to luTe been 
fouDdad hj PduliDuxurchbiihapof York about A. D. 630. SubaciucDtlf in the twelfth 
emtoT]' it couiislvil of niitcen canoni. After ila iliasulutioa, it waj rcitorcd b]i 
llattj VIII. sad atUletiila. 

t John LsngUtid, couecrated Id ISUl, uid no verj zealona tefonner. 
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visitede here at Lecestre, and thorow his dioces iii tlies parties, at 
Lent laste, aiielv to prevent the kinges vidtacion ; he cannot 
vtsitc but de Iriennia in trienniuiH, aiid be preventede his tyme 
more then half a yere, so to prevent the kinges : eC tic triMttarit 
pmdente fuUatiome metropolilUa, to the derogation off my lorde 
of Canterburies power and prerogative metropotitan, grvyn hym 
by the kinges bj^hnes. If he will so suffer his power to be con- 
temnede, hit is petie he shulde have his mitre. From Lichefelde, 
cmstmo divi Thome, By the spedy hande of youre sssorede 
preste and scrvande, 

Rychabde Latton. 



TWwdpfteiT *f NfiMi. cdM i« Ut» J* **»» Lk» Jm,M Slw ^d.tm 

mat ^tkaid^ at aemij Uh.hsWmtm it AMmL TW kM pdot «h BkkMri 
L|Mk n tut it b frihifclt Ant tk ^' " |' 1 1 1 iiMMiiiiliiw wm aat IdOMd Mw 

XLIII. 

turn BisBOP or Lincoln to CKOitwBix. 

[FnM MS. CoooL df^ E. IV. faL W.] 

Myn homble doety renienibrcd nnto your good raastershipfie, 
with my boanden thankes for your grette goodnes ahrsya and att 
all lymcs shewed onto me, ytt nMiy pkmae yon to andenOUMl that 
the pore boose of Xewvted boydes Sumfonl batfce beoe Toyde 
WMc die xxbc*^ dby of October, by ^ magim&m of the hte 
pnor tfaer. And faoMiaotht m tlwr ar dowv botx twno rtffliwni 
in the Byd biMMi» n? bfd of RolfaDd, t^er fibn^kr. Indie nooB- 
mtetber rata wt Jotm Bhkytt, ckmoa, «bkbc awydi to be a 
ligfat hoMst wUv BH, aikl faaOe nnBtnirwudul fcr tbe faste 
bmettm. '-J*— >i"'-| ^ 'j^ , rnM —^iii li ii l an ii ni lu 




aor wyolbBr l^te, wiibcMlc kavwMss oljMr pknwr. 
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In consideration whereof, I beseche you I may knowe the same 
by this berer, wheddre itt may stand with your said pleasour to 
lycence me to adtnytte the said nomination, and to gyve maiidatum 
to tliarchedekon for his installation, for the ease of the said poore 
haose. And thus the blessyd Trynyte have you in his tuicion. 
Wiyten att Woobome, the x**" day of January. Your bownden 
bedismui, 

John Lincoln. 

To llie right bononrBbU muUr 
BMreUrf, thii niaj be deljverjd, 



One ofthe object* of tbemiuion or Legh and Laf ton to th« Nortb, ^>pein to have 
beMllDiDlinioteIbBirith»ar[hecoDrt lo the archbishop of York (Ed>ird Lee), who 
*u looked upon with lonie auipicion as a favourer of the monka and of the old 
MKgiOB. In the year following he waa drawQ into the " pilgrimage of grace" rebel- 
Ibo, iMtt ntooaed himtclf on the groaod of baTing acted under compnlBion, 

XL IV. 

DR. LSOB TO CROMWELL. 

[Prom MS. Cotton. Cleopat. E. iv. fol. 104.] 

1 Ryght worshipfull sjt, my dewty presupposid, this is to adver- 

e you that master doctor Layton and I the xj. daye of January 

war with the archebushope of Yorke, wliora we accordyng to your 

pleasure and preceptes have vysyte, injoynyng him to preache and 

teache the word of God according to his bownd dewty to his cure 

committid unto liym, and also in the knowlege concernyng the 

pf«rogatyve poore that the kynges grace have, and to see other 

heie in his jurisdiction being enduyd with good quahtes, havyng 

f Wiy respecte either to God, goodnes, vertue, or godlynes, to per- 

I '&ra)C the same ; injoyning moreover to hym to bring up unto you 

llljrs fyrst, second, and thjTd fundations, wherupon he enjoiythe 

U^s office and prerogaty\-e poore, with the grawntes, privelegis, 

nd concessions geven to hym and to his see apperteynyng. The 
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whiche whan that you have red tliem, and knowen in all poyntea 
the hole effect of them, I doo not dowte but that you shall see aiid 
rede many thynges wordy reformation, by the knowlege wherof I 
suppose the kyngea hyghnes and you wy\l be glad, and to thyncke 
it mete that every bushopc war in leke wyse orderj'd, then shuld 
they them under ther governauns edyfye moche in Christ, in hia 
doctrine and teachynges, and then the poore Ignoraunte persons, 
now by blyndenes and ignoraunce sedasid, myght therby be 
browght to Ughte and knowlege, wherby they shuld profitt mocha 
the welthe of ther owne sowlys and the commynaltye. And it 
shuld be gretly expedient to the concervacion of ther fidelite 
toward ther prince, and to hys graces succession now begotten, or 
hereafter to be begotten. Now that I have enformyd yournaaster- 
ship of our actes and dedes, doon to a good ende, as our opinion 
serve us, yt shall lye in your circumspecte prudencye and wysdom 
to order all thynges as ye shall thincke to your approvyd dyscre- 
tion most mete, and to the farderans of the glory of God and pre- 
servation of the common welthe most expedient and necessary. 
For in the same injunctions geven heretofore, ej-ther augmentid or 
diminyshyd, to be mynystred to other bushopys, as shall be 
thowght to your wysdom most convenyent, I doo not dowght 
but it shall be moche profitable and coraraodius bothe to the kynges 
highnes and to your mastership, as knoweth God, who ever pre- 
serve your mastership. From Yorke, the xilj^ daye of January. 
Yours ever assureyd, 

Thomas Leoh. 
To the Tjght honerable 
Diiatcr Thomu Croaiicell, 
chyeS secrelary unto tho 
kfnges bighiies. and master 
of his rolljs. this be del;rter;d. 
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The mitred abbey of St. Mary b1 York, meationed in the rollonlng letter, dated 

' fran the eleTcnlb century. .According to «ome it was fouDded by earl Siwardi ac- 

eordtog to otberi. it iprang from a colony of laoake who cune Ibither from Whitby. 

It oa* enUrsed by William Rufui, and became in coune of time a very rich houH. 

EThe Uil abbot wai Willum Thoratoa or Dent. 
■ XLV. 

P DB. LAYTON TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. CoMoo. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 115*.] 
Hit may please your mastershipe to be advertjssede, that here i» 
Xbrkesliire we fynde gret corruption emongiate persons religiouse, 
i|^ lyke as we dyde in the sowthe, (am in capite giutm in membris, 
pM wurse if wurse may l>e in kyndes of knaverie, as, reirahere 
ntmhrum virile in ipso punctu semitiis emittendi, ne inde fieret prolis 
gen^atio, and nunnes to take |)otatioiis ad prolern concc-ptum oppri- 
nienrfum, with sucbe other kindes of oflences lamentable to liere. 
This day, we begyn with Saint Mare abbay, whereas we suppos 
to fynde muche evile disposition bothe in thabbot and the convent, 
wheroff, Gode wiUyng, I shall certify yowe in my nest letters. 
The deaJi of Yorke was never fully concludede with the tresareure 
here for the deanrie. The dean wolde not resign unto hym, un- 
l«te be wolde leffe hym other possessions ; for pension he wolde 
none have, fear)-ng suche lyke debaytraent therof as was of pen- 
sions in the laste Parliament. To liavc takyn the tresareureshipc 
for the lieu uf a pension he was onse content, wherunto tlie tre- 
ureure wolde not agre, unleste he myght have hade his prebcnde 
also with his deanrie, wiche the dean wolde not, and so they 
broke; the tresareure wolde have hade the dean to have wryten 
anto yowe of sum towardnes in the premisses at suche tyme as 
the tresareure came up laste to London, wyche the dean then 
nfiuode to do, bycause therof he persavede no gret towardnes of 
conclnsion. Tliis is the deans taile to me, and this I fynde 
wherfore I shall desier your mastershipe to continewe 
lAMR. ROC. 
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your goodo myndc tuwardes me, and in the mean tyme yfi shalD 
fMtc nsBurcde of my fuithfull aervyce in all suche your affaires as 
ye commitc unto me, and for no corruption or lucre frorae my 
loyidtio to Hwcrve in doyng my princes commaundement for your 
diBcliarge, whychc hath put your truste and Rlfiance unto me. 
Fromo Vorke, xiij" Januarii, by your assurede poire preste, 

RiCllABDE LaYTON. 



Whilr I^li anil I<iiTton wem in the North, Bfdyll «ai oempi«d In Cimhridgcahire, 
|B(I IhB r«n JittHcl, The oilcbrited ibbpy of Runxy wu ronnded aooii ■Rer th« 
Middle i>f tlie lentil nenturf. The ohirler of King Edgsr ii printed in the Monu- 
Uooii. The lilt abbot mi John Wnrdebojr), aliaa Lairrcnce -. he wu sppointed to 
th*l fUrt M eu\j M l.lnT, uid nnit biTc been an old man at the time be aonnlderod 
hti hnuMC (u the Kliit, which he did very wiUlnglf. 



BRDTLt. TO CROMWELL. 
(From. MS. CoiWrn. Clc«p. E. iv. fol. iM.J 

• !n ntv mno»t hertio wise 1 commende me to you, doing yotitd 
unilerstantl tliat I am now nt llnmesry, n-her in mpie opinion the 
iib)ia(t and cnnrcnt be as true and as feythful obedienciaries to 
tlie kin^a S**^ ^ *^^7 religious fulkes i» this realme, and Kn as 
uprightly as any other, after the best son of li-ring that hath been 
eiiKtng religious folkes this mitny yerea, that is to scy nior gyren 
to cemnonteas Utnn is ntTeAsanr. I pray God I may ^md other 
hotttrs in no worse c^mdicion, arw) than 1 wolbe right gbu) that 
I tok this jorney. Your cosyn Mr. Ridiard * ms her on Thtti*- 
ilay, by whom I sent letters untn yuu, whiehe I thinke yc Imtc 



* TW twm raMb «w iftMiJ i< 
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not yrt rsceyved.* Muclie of the mater of my letters conceraeth 
« cliarter of king Eldgar, whiche I found in this house, wrcten in a 
I Twy antique Romane hand, whereof the subscriptipn is this, Sig- 
•I Edgari illustris Aai/lorum imperaloris ; And it is subscribed 
with vj. dukes whiche were in Edgars tymes. The said Edgar 
ezemptfith the abbat and his convent and at his men from the 
pover of al bisshops, and makcth ttiaim immediatly subject to 
him self ; and albeit tbey were then excepted, the bisshop of Rome 
had never to do with thaira. Ther may be good notes gatherd 
out herof, as I have wreten mor playne in my said letters delivered 
to Mr. Richard. Here in this monastery of Ramsey be two bre- 
them whiche have gyven thes billys enclosed unto me, very 
aSectuosly desiryng to have liherte to go from thaire cloyster by 
the kinges grace auctorite, or els to have licence to repair to my 
lord of Cauntrebury to sue thaire capacites. I have steyed thaim 
as wel as I can, with suche counsels and exhortations as I could 
gyve thaim ; but I fere, if they can have no Uberte graunted thaim, 
they wol take it of thaire owne auctorite. I beseche you to write 
a word or two how I shal use me self towardes thaim and al other 
whiche wol make like suyt, in no smal number as I think, whereof 
som occasion hath growen by that that docter Leo now at Christ- 
mas gave liberie to half the house of Sawtre t to depart (as I am 
informed], whiche Sautre is within r. niyles of Ramsey. The re- 
ligious men thinketh that 1 have like auctorite as doctor Lee, and 
that movelh thaim to make this suyt. Nevertheless I wol no 
thing do therein, or presume suche hyghe maters, without your 
advise and counsel, beseching you to write your mynd in this be- 
half, and in suche other thinges whiche ye wold me to do in tliis 



* Tbi* Islter ii preterved la (he same volume, but ii nut of iiii|iortiitic«, u ii: cliiclly 
COuIala* R CopJ of part of the charter. 

t The abbcj of Saltrpy, or Sstitrey, in Huntingdonihire, wb« foiindril in I Uti, mheii 
KInoo uri uf Northiiiii|it(iD eiUbliahed there a coiiiBiit of Ciiterciui moaVi from tbt 
Mkj o{ WacdoD la Seaford*hire. The last tbbot »«* WiUkm AngeU. 
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jomey. If it pleased you to grant me a commission to vrnl 
religious houses unvisitted in Lyiicolii diocese, wliiche slial be 
nyghe my jomey, it sliuld be muche to my commodite. Prom 
Ramsey the xv. day of January. 

By your ownc, 

TuoHAs Bedyll. 
To Ibe right lionorable and my singukr 
frcnde, M. Thomu Cromwel, 
the kingti grsct iccreUrit! mooil wortlij. 



The n«it Utttr rrlslci to the mal-pnclicu of the «l 
■Iread; mentioDed in ■ prerioui Irtler. He was ■ few 
ud eucnied for hii actiTitjr in the rebellioa of 1536. 



LAYTON AND I^EGH TO CBOMWBLL. 
[Prom US. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. ful. 114.] 
Pleasit your mastershipe to understonde, that thabbot of Fon^ 
tance hath so gretJy dilapidate his bowse, wastede ther wooddei, 
notoriously kepyng vj. hoorres, diffitmede here a tola popnio, ona 
day denyyng thes articles with many mo, the next day folowyi^ 
the same confessyng, Uius manifestely incunyng perjurie. vj. 
before our accesse to his monasterie he committede theSt 
sacrilege, cotifessyng the same. At mydnygbt causede his 
laine to stele the sextens keis, and towke owte a jewel, a crosse < 
guide with stones. One Warren, a goldsmith of the Chepe, was wil 
hym in his chambre at tliat owre, and ther they stole oate a 
emerudc with a rubie ; the saide Warren made thabbot bden 
rubic to be but a garnet, and so for that he psyede nodiynib 
the einerodc but xx''. He soUIe hym also then plate 
weyght or ownces : howe moche thabbot tberfore therto wu i 
ocridc he cmnnot tdl, for the tievith ys be ys a van fbW, and a i 
scnble ideott. Wc protmnccde hym perjsrede, and wiUcde h; 
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to sliew us a cause why he owght not of ryght and justes to be 
deprivede, and reheresyde and rede unto h)-in his owne rule, 
wiche deprivede hym for the premisses, with other many his trans- 
gressions mo, wiche were to long to write. lie cowlde not denye 
but that by those his owne rulles he owght to be dejirivede, if 
I ther bade bene no nolher lawe made or written for deprivation; 
and for B conclusion he hath resignede privelie into our handes, 
noman therof yet knowyng. We have acceptede and admittede 
hU resignation, et declaravimus monaeterivm jam esse vacant, and 
sufferitb hym to ministre in all thynges (for the avoidance off sus- 
picion) evyn as he dyde before, tyll we knowe your further plea- 
sure. Ther is never a monke in that howse mete for that rownie. 
Yf the erle of Comerlande knewe that hit were voide, he wolde 
make all labor he cowlde possible for the scclerer ther, wiclie I 
inseure yowe is not mete therfore, for suche causes as 1 knowe ye 
will alowe, whan I shall declare them unto yow. There is a 
monke of the howse callede Marmadukc, to whom Mr. Timmcs 
lefft a prebende in Repon churche, nowe abydyng upon the same 
prebende, the wysyate monke within Inglonde of that cote and well 
lemede, xx'' yerres officer and rewler of all that howse, a welthie 
felowc, wichc will gyve yowe syx hundretb markcs to make hym 
abbot ther, and pay yowe inimediatly affter the election, withoutc 
delay or respite, at one payment, and as I suppos withoute muche 
borowyng. The first fruttes to the kyug is a thowsande powndes, 
wiche be with his polticie will pay within iij. yerres, and owe no- 
man therfore one grote, as he saitb, and his reason therln is vara 
apparant. Yf ye have not therfore providedc or promisede suciie 
a rowme for any other your frendes, this man we thynke were 
mete both for the kinoes honour and for the discharge of your 
conscience, and the profett of the howse ; for 1 inn sure all thab- 
tes of his religion will tbynke hym a ryght nptc man hereunto, 
and the moste mete of any other. What shalbe your pleasure 
forther in this behalffe, other in preferryng this man, or other ways 
I ye tbynke beste, we advertissede of your pleasure shnlbe glade, 
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with all diligence and dexteritie that shall ly in us, to accompUsabe 
that your mynde, disieryng yowe that by this bringer my senr&nt 
with spede hit may please yowe to certilie us of the premisseS' 
And we suppos that many other of the beste abbottes mo, ^Ster 
they have coinmonede with your mastershipe and us, will cum to 
lyke preferment. And wheras we have herde that thahbot of 
Whitbie * hath by his letters certifyede yowe heretofore ^hat be 
wolde resigne, if he he $u myndett at our cumyng thether (wicbe 
shalbe shortly) or if we fynde any cause of deprivation, whom hit 
shall please yowe then thcrunto to prefere, if ye be pretixede of 
any, liit may also please yowe to certitie us, or if yc be not deter- 
minede of any, then if bit be your pleasure to commite that to 
our discretion we shall fjnide yowe a man habile both for the 
kinges honoure and discharge of his conscienpe and for your wur- 
shipe and also pro6te. This monke of Repon hath a prebende of 
xl. powiides, wiche ye may bestowc also upon your frenile, if ye 
make hym abbot. 

Ye shall do well to sendc for Warren the goldesmitli, and 
lay unto hym theSt and sacrilege, and the recept therof, and to 
know what other thynges he hath hade of thabbot this riij. or is. 
yerres paste. And thus I pray Gode sende yow aa goode beltb 
as yowre hert desicrith. From Richemont, xx" Januarii, by your 
assurede poire ])restes and faithful servandes, 

RyciiARDE Lavton and Thomas Leoh. 



To the rjght honorable 
mulcr Tliomu Cromwell, 
cheSe lecreUrie to the 
kingei hjghue*. 

* Whitby WM one of llio most ancient monBatic bouiei hi tlic oorlh o( Englaod, 
foanded bj lhciibbei> Hililatboul a.d. 1157 (the liiiiil hating been granted bj OBWjr kin| 
of Noilhuiuberlaad at % nanntrf bj Ihs ninie of Streoneahalch. After thn CdDqaml 
it wiB refoundcil u s monastfrj of Beaedicline monks. The sbbol roigneil in 1537. 
•nd Hoorf D*vell, irho wm apjiointed bf the lung to succeed him, suncndered the 
- lalSAO. 



sTrnikfilkioft bF MbirAifBttifes, 



l(» 



The foUoiring able letter wag nrltteo b; John Sbepcjr, atiai Caitelocke, the lost 
tbbot of Fkrenhun In Kent. The commlssionvn uppenr to have ni«hed to wrest hU 
binue from him on tbe ground of hia advBnced age ; nnd he must have been old, fur be 
«u (bbol u earl; u the 1-lth Hen. VII. (a.d. 149e}. He Toted for tbe King in the 
qOMtloB of the diTOrce : ind, iritli tbe prior and others of tbe house, he BabacHbed to 
the Rlng'i sapremacj On tbe tOth Dec. IS34. He finally snrrendered the abbej on the 
Mkof Jnli, 1S38. 

Thii abbef, which itands at a little diatsnce to the north-east of the town of Faver. 
•bam, wii founded atraut 1147, for a cODienI of Cluniae monks brought troui the 
prior; of Bcnnondsey in Southwnrli. 
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XLVIII. 

THE ABBOT OF PAVER8HAM TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. fol. 34.'\ 



Right worshipful! sjr, after humble recommendations accord- 
ing to my most bounden dutye, with lyke thankes for your bene- 
volent mynde alwoyea shewid toward me and my poorc house to 
your goodnes had and used ; it may please you to be advertised, 
that I Utelye receyvid your loryng lettres dated tlie viij"'. day of 
this present raoneth, concemj-ng a resignation to be had of the 
poore hoiise which 1 under God and the kyngis higlines my sove- 
Mgtie lorde of longe tyme (though unworthye suche a cure) have 
hftdde mynistration and ride of, and that by cause of thage and 
dehiiyte which ar reported to be in me: So it is, right worship- 
full 9yr, I trust I am not yet nowe so ferr infenbled or decayed, 
liether in body nor in remembraunce, either by ony estreraytie of 
whome debilitye lightlye for tlie most part alway accompa- 
lyeth, either by ony immoderate passion of ony greate contynuall 
ifirmytie, but that I may aswell (high thankes be unto God 
iherof !) accommodat my self to the good ordre, rule, and govcm- 
■unce of my pore house and monastery as ever I myght sith my 
first promotion to the same, though I may not ao well percase 
ryde and journey abrode as I might have done in tyme passed. 
But admytte the ptculier office of an abbat to consiste (as I must 
nedes rcfell, for we professe a rule myclie dyverae therunto) uj 
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journeying forth and surveying of the possessions of his honsS, 
wliich case agitytie and pacyence of labour in journeying weer 
myche requyred indeedc : thougli I my self be not so well able to 
take paynes theriii as I have been in my yongrc yeeres, at which 
tyme I trust I toke suche paynes that I nede lesse sur\-eymg of 
tlie same at this present tyme, yet have I suche feithfull ap- 
proved servauntes whome I have brought upp in mye poure house 
from their tendre yeres, and those of suche witt and good discre- 
tion joyned with the long espcrj-ence of the trade of suche 
wordely thinges, that they ar able to fumysshe and supplye those 
partes, I knowe right well, in all poyntcs mychc better then ever I 
my self coulde, or then it had been expedyent or decent for me to 
have doone. Ayen, on that other side, if the cheif office and pro- 
fession of an abbat be (as I hare ever taken it) to lyre chaste and 
solitarj'lye, to l>e separate from the intromeadlyng of worldelye 
thinges, to serve God quyetlye, to distribute his facultyes in re- 
fresshing of poore indigent persons, to have a vigilant eigh to the 
good ordre and rule of his house and the flock to hym commytted 
in God, I trust your favour and benevolence obtepied {wberof I 
right humbly requT,-re you) I my self may and am aswell able 
yet nowe to supplye and contynue those partes as ever I was in all 
my lief, as concemynge the sufficyencye of myne owne persone. 
Yet doubtlesse myche more ease and quyet might it be unto me, 
as ye in your seid lettres right freendly and vehemcntlye have 
(lersuaded, for to make resignation of my seid office uppon the pro- 
vision of suche a reasonable pension as your good maistreshippe 
bhulde thinke meete and convenyent, wherin surely I wolde no- 
thing duubte your worshipe and conscience, but in the same have 
rayche affiaunce, not oncly for the greate goodnes and good in- 
differencyc which I here every where commenly reported by you, 
but also for the greate favour and benevolence which I have al- 
wayes founde in you. And percase in myne owne mynde I cnulde 
right well he contented imd fully persuaded for as myche as con- 
cerncUi tnviif nw<io put » to doo for ttie satisfaction and eontcn- 
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tieioil of yout loryng motyon, for I am nothing lease then nmbi- 
eyons ; but I do more esteerne in tliis thing tlie rayserable state 
md condition that our poore house shuld stand in, if suche thing 
thoidde com to passe, then I doo myne owne pryvat office and 
dignitie, thadmynyatratyon wherof tliou^h it be somwhat more 
[Mynefull unto me then it hath been accustomeil heretofore, yet Qnd 
fiirbydde that it shulde seme unto me birkefull or tedyouse. 
Moreover I [pray] your good maistersliip, to whome 1 wolde all 
Ihese Ibinges weere as opynlye and maiiyfestlye knowen as to my 
Wilf, our seid poore house and monasterye by meaiie and occa- 
sion of dyverse and many importable costes and charges which 
we hate susteyned as*ell toward the kinges highnes as otherwise: 
partdye by reason of dyvers greate sommes of money which it was 
Mt indebted in, in the tynie of my last preclecessour there (which 
U It is Well knowen in llie countrey was but a right slendre hua- 
bmide to the house) : partelye by meane of dyvers and many greate 
rations, aswell of the edifyces of our churche as of other 
ising, which weere suffred tu fall in greate ruync and decaye, 
imoche that aom of theym weer in maner lykelye to fall dene 
downe to the grounde, as in the innyng of dyvers marssbes be- 
longyng to our seid monasterye which the violent rages and sourges 
of the implacable see hadde wonne and occupyed, beyng nowe sitb 
ly lyme well and sufficycntly rcpayred and fully amended, 
"Ihe thing it seilf may sufficycntly declare, to thinestymable 
and chaises of our poore house : partely ayen by the meane 
nf th« gfeate costes, charges, and expenses which we have haddc 
and austeyned hy and thorough tbuccasion of dyvers and many 
Mindrye suetCs and actions which we have been compelled to use 
and pursue ayenst dyvers of our tenauntes for the recoverye of 
dytcTsse rightes of our seid monasterye of long tyme injustelye de- 
teigned and by the same tenauntes obstynatlye denyed ; and 
partlye also by meane of dyvers and many grentc sommes of 
money which we have payed and lent unto the kinges hlghncs, as- 
in dysmes and subsidies aa otherwise, amountyng in all to 
lAUDi 80C. r 
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the 8om of ij"''. and above, to our greate empoverysshing, and is 
yet nowe at this present tyme indebted to dyvers of our frendes 
and creditours above the som of cecc.li. as ye shaibe ferther in- 
structed of the particiilers therof ivliensoever it shall please you 
to demaunde a ferther and more exaet dechiration therin. Which 
sommes, if it might please Almighty God that I might lyve and 
with your good favour contynue in my seid office by the space of 
six or sevyn yeres at the fertliest, I double not but I shulde see 
theym well repayed and contented ayen. But if I shoulde nowe at 
this present tyme resigiie my seid office (the case stonding as it 
doth) undoubtedlye our poore house, beyng nowe so ferre endebted 
alredy by meane of thoccasyons before remembred (thimportune 
charges of the first frittes and tenth which wolde be due unto the 
kinges highnes nowe inimediatlye uppon the same resignation 
hadde therunto added and accumulat), shoulde be cleerelye ira- 
poverysshed and utterly decayed and undone for ever in my 
mynde, which I am right well assured your goodnesse wolde ne 
coveiteth not to bring to passe. And therfore Christe forbidde 
that ever I shulde so heynouslye offende and commytt ayenst 
Alniightye God and the kinges tiighnes and sovereigne lorde, that 
by my meane or consent, so godlye and auncyent a foundation, 
buylded and dedicat in the lionour of Saynct Savyour of so noble 
and victoryouse a prynce and one of the kynges most noble pro- 
genytours, whose very hodye, togither with the bodyes of his 
deere and welheloved qucne and also the prynce his stmne, there 
lycth buryed in honourable sepulture, and ar had all thre in per- 
petuall meraorye with eontynuall suffrages and commendations of 
prayers,* shuld be utterlye and irrecuperablye decayed and undone, 
as it must nedes of verey necessitie followe if ony suche resigna- 
tion shuld nowe be had. Wherfore, the whole premysses tendrelye 
considered and deliberatly perpended, right worshipfull syr, I doubt 
not hut ye will contynue your accustomed favour and benevolence 

* King StC|ihcn, bia queen Matilda, anJ lliri 
bnricd in tlie ctiurch uf FaTenham Abbcjr. 
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I which ye have alwayes borne toward our poore monastery^, and 

I so doyng ye shall not only please and cuntfiit Almightyc God our 

I Savyoor, but also byende us to be your contyiiuall Ijedenien and 

I pray to God duryng our ly^-es for the prosperous astate of your 

I good maistreship longc to endure with myche increase of honour. 

I Dated at oure poore moiiasterye aforeseid, the xvj"i day of this 

L present monethc of Marche, anno Domini 1535. 

^^^^v By youre bedeman and dayelly oratour 

^^^^V John abbott of Favershank 

^^^^^^nta Ihc right banornblc hia cspcciill 
^^^^^^ pNXl ouitere accrctiryc, lie this 
km dclfTcrjd. 



hi Ibe time when the fori^oing letter was written the first grsntl step ia the dettnlC' 
lioBOf tlie moDutcrici bad been Dmcle. Ta*irdE the end of Pcbruiiy, 1535-6, the bill 
(m Uw diuohttion of the leinr monuteries pasied the English parliament. Grafton. 
|i. 4M, aaji, " in this time was gevcn unto the King, by tho consent of tbe great and 
(■tie abb«ttia, all religiou* bouses that were of tbe volae of three hnndred mark* and 
uder. In hope that thdr great monatterys sboald ban coatinued atill. Bat even at 
IhU tymc one ujde in the parliament hDase, (hat these were at (bornes, hat the great 
•bboltai were putrifyed olde okes, and Ibcy must needs falowe : sad so will other do 
b Chri««ndomr,ciuod Doctor Stokcsley bishop of London, or maoje yeres bo pasted." 
In bet tbere were few people of an; penetration who did not Torsee that it was but tbe 
baglBntng of a more genetsl confiication of the monastic property. 

Tbe act now paased waa entitled, " An Acte wberby Relygcoua Houses of Moakea, 
CbaouDS, and Nouoes, whiche may dyspend Manors, Landes, Tenementes, and Here- 
dylamente*, above the clore yerly Tilue of ij. c. li. are gerea to the Kinges Highnes. 
UshaifM mdincccssouri, for ever. (37* Hen. VIJl. cap. aa),— The preamble runs 
•• bltowi, — " Forasmocbe as manifest synne, Ticioua, carnall, and sbboiDyDablo 
'T*T»I* i* ■'■T'T m^ "n^ commytled amonges the lytell and smale abbeys, pryoryu, 
and Dlher retjgyous houses of raonlces, chanons, and noonea, where the congregacioQ 
otaoche relygyoas persones is under the nomber of xij. peraoni, wberby the goaver. 
noara of euche relygjoui houaes and Ihir oa»cnt spoyle, dystroye, ooniame, and utterly 
wast, aswell Iber cburcbea. monaaleryes, pryoryea, priacipall liousci, fermea, granges, 
landas, tmemanleii and heredytamenlea, a* the amamentei of Iher churches and Iher 
|o«dn and caltalle, lo the high dyapleasour of Almyghty God. ilaonder of good 
rrlytyoD, and to tb« greato infamy of Ibe kyngea bigbnn and tbe realms, if rcdrea 
ihold not be hadde Iheraf i and albeit that many vontynuall vjiytncions balhv bens 
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licctuforc bml by tlic ipnuu of t»o liundretli jtm soil more, for in hoDcst and clinrTUr 
h\e reforniacioQ of aucLe unthrift;, camiil], and sbhomjniible IjrjDg, yelt DCTertheleMC 
Ijtell or Qone Bmeadement yi hytbcrto hadde, but lUer \jcjoaa lyryng ibundeily 
encreaiHlb and nugmeutitb, aad by a curied cuKatnc boo rooted and enfstUd that t 
grente mnltytude of the relygyoaa penonci in aucbe arntk Uouaei doo rather chiwe (K 
rove abrode in upostuf than to conformc tbem to the ubaerTtciaii of good rtlynon ; 
loe tliit vilhont luche antall hoasei be utterly auppreaaed, sod the relygyoui penont 
therin commyttod to gtette and faoaorable moauteriea of rcIygyoD in thU roUine, 
where the! mayc be compelled to Ijrve relygyonaly far the refarmtiaoit at thcr If***, 
ther canne eUe« be aoo r«fonuauoD ia tbii behalf. In coaaideracion wherof the icjngea 
most royall majealyo beynge BiipremL' hede in ertbe uniJer God of the chorcbe of 
Engtonde, dnyly Rndycng and devjgyug the iacrease adraaacemeot aad eiolUlioii of 
true doclryoc and virtue in the seld churcfae, Co the onelye glorye and honor of God and 
the lotall eitirpyng and dyitruccion of vyce and tynna, havjng knowledge that tba 
premyaiei be true, at well by the comptei of hit late TyaytacioDi as by londry credjUo 
informacioDS, coDtyderyng aUo tliat dyvercc and greate solempTie monatleryes oftbia 
realme. wherin, thankea be to God, rely gyon is right nell kept and obseried, be dettytnte 
of (ucbe fnll nomber* of reljgyous peraoo) as they oiight and maye kepe, Iiatb 
thought good (bat ■ pleyne declatBCLon sbnld bo made of the preiujwet wweU to tlia 
tardea cpiriluall and lempocall at to other hia lovyag lubjcctcB the commoDi in thii 
preacnt parliament auembled ; nhcrupon the aeid lurdei and commoni by a greafe de- 
Uberaciou fynally be reiolved, that yt yi and ibalbelmoche more to the pleatput of 
Aimyghiy God and for |he honor of this his realme that the paaseHioni ottuche spiritMll 
Klygyoui bowaea, nowe beyng spent, spoyled, and wasted for increase and uiajnteauG* 
of aynne, ibuld be used and conterted to better uses, and the uudirjltj relygjom 
penoui BOO tpendyng the tame to be compellyd to reforme ther lyvea. And th^pon 
most haubly desire tbe kyngea bigbnei that ft may be enacted by anctaiyte of fliif 
present purlyaoient, that hia majestic aball h»e and cnjoye to bym and his beifft ((it 
CTcr all and sjuguler suche monaateryu pryoryea and other relygyona houaea of monkeB. 
chaDoaa. and aonnea, of what kyudea or dyvenytiea of hahyttes, rules, or ordcn too 
ever thei be called or named, which have not in iandes and teaementet. renlca, tftbMi 
porcioDs and other hoiedytamenlea, aboie tbe clere yerely lalue of tco hnndrctb 
poundes i and in lykc mauet shall have and enjoye all the acytea and circnytea of crw7 
tuchs rslygyoo) houses, and all aud tynguler the maaoti, granges, meaiaea, londea, 
tanemenles, reverciona, rentes, aarrjces, lythu, penciooa, pottiona, chsrchea, chaptllM, 
adiowsaiia. patronages, annoytics, tigbtea, entrea.coBdyciona. and other hcredyiamciun 
■pperteynyng or belongyng to etery aushe monwterje, prjory.orutlieirelygyonakoMC, 
ool Utjrng u ;b aloreteid aboie the aeid clere yerely lalne of two huudnth panndtf, 
In *• Utee and ample maner as tlie abbottes, pryoors. abbesses, pryoresses, of ot^ei 
gofwtnon lit Buche monaiteiyea, prjorjea, and other relygyoua bousea now hai« oc 
ouglu to biTe Uie aaua in tbe tight of ther houaea. And that alio hia hichnca Aatl 
M»e (A byn> and to bya heirea all and ayngolei anehe mouMtcrrea, abbcis, and prjDrjm 
wliich* U Mf lyae, within one jer« neil aftr« ttt nukjufof Uu* wU,hMl>Uf»7B 
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Md gnunted ts bii hjrjpiIj bj lay ibbot, pryoar, nbbee, of pryoral, noder ths COiSDt 
■uIm, or Ihit olbcnryie bull) be BuppreEseil or <!y««aUed. And kU snd lyoguler Ebe 
BUiorfi loodei, tcucmgntci, reatet, Krvycee, revemioiu, tytbes, pencioiu, portioDi, 
cburcfaii, cbspellei, advuwaans, patronHgea. rigblcs, entrees, cDDdicion;, and all atbec 
lUvMte* t|ul bcrcditamcDti to the isme moDaiterjreB, abbeyg, aud pryorjia, or ta uiy 
•( thun, Bppeil<|iiyiig or belon^ng. To hive and lo balds «ll «ad tynguler the pfe- 
BJUM wiUi all thee rightu, profrttei, jnrjidyccioDB, and uommodytyes, unto the 
klBgn nujeitfc lad to hti balrea and uaignea for eicr. to dira and ute tbervytb hii 
•ad ihu aven wyllei la the pleaior of Almygbty God aad to the boaur and prufytt* ol 
Afi nalme." 

After (ome prOTuiooa in favour afperaoni Eiolding rente, &c. out of the poeieuione 
tllka abbeye to be diuolved, (he bill goet on to wy, — " Pravyded alveil and be jrt 
Nut«d, tl|at, fonnaocbe aa dy verce of ths chief gateraouri of suche rclygyoni booie*, 
dMasijriifng tb« utter apoyle and deitruccioa of thcr houiee, end dreodayng the *ap- 
pww) r ii g Iberor, for the maynteaancc of ther deteitible lyvea, bare lately fraudelently 
nd enftely made f^offameutea. eetatea, gjftea, gra-untes, aud leuaea under Iher coTent 
Mdu, ot luBred lecoieiei of &er manore, loadea, tenementea, aud beredytBaieDtee in 
he eymple, fee Ufle for terme of l;f or lyiee or for yerea, or cbergfd the af me with 
MBtai or eorrodyea. to the greate deciye and dymynycion of tber honse*. tbal all lucba 
Oiftfe and frandeleut recoTeres. feaffamcotes, eitalce, gyftea. grauiitce, and leeiaea, 
nd mtrj of tbcu, made by etiy of the aeid chief goTcrnuri of auulie relygyou* bouiH 
uder the coient sealei within one yere neat afore the makyng ol this acte, (ball be 
■Uotly loyde and of none eRecle. , 

I' Praiyded alweya that luche perioa arid peraoos aa bate Icaaaea for icnoe of lyf ol 
fntl whenipoD ie reaerved tbe aide rentes and aervieea accuitomed, and auuh aa haie 
•if o4r«e, (eea, and catrodyea tbat bathe bee accuitomei) or uaed in aucb relygyaui 
heuM. or haA bought anjt liverye or lyvyng in any aucbe bouaea. ahail bare and 
Mjoye Iher acid loaaiea.oBycea, fee*, eorrodyea, lyverea, or lyvyngea, at if tbia aete 
kadde never be made. 

- And ft p alao enactyd by aactoryle ahraeide tbat the kyogea highuei iball bate 
•nd cojoye to hia owen propere uie alt ibe ornanientei, jewellM, goadea, caCillea, aud 
daiHa which apperteyocd to euy of tbe chief goieraours of the aeid miiDaiteryea or 
nifgjoiu bouaea ia the right of Iher seid nauiateryaa or bouaea at the furtt day of 
llar«^t IB the jeie of oure Lorde God m'.d.iiit. or cny tyme lylheo, wborsoever and 
te whoaa poaaeadon aociei they ahoU cDmme ur bu foundo ■■ except ooely lucbe beaitea, 
IMyae. and woodei. and auebe other lyke catatlEt and rcvvnuca, a> have ben aotd in tbe 
■dd forate daye ot Marcbu or sythen for the nrceaaarye or rcaonable aipeacM or 
fkufw of enj of the aeid mouaatcryei oi bouaea. 

" FcDTTdad alweii that auclie ot the aiid ehief gotemouri wbicb have be elect at 
wwlt tfabotta, prior, abbeaae, or priorea, of eny ot the >oid relygyoui hauaea aylhaa the 
hM itjt of Jauuarye whiob oa* in the yetc of our Lorde Clod u'.n.uuiiij., and by 
naaoii ttieraf be boundcn to paye the furet frute* la the kyngei bigbnet at daye* tu 
i( If ipytcd by ther bondci made for the anmv, that in ercrj ncbe booac iuch «hic( 
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gorernaar and tb« luertjea of every of them ihalbe clerly djncbarged by anctoryte of 
thi> Kte lyenit Ihe kjagea higlinet ond atl other penoDc* for the payment of mche 
sommea of money u thci atonile bouadeo to psye for tber acid fnrst fmtes or for t»j 
parte therof. 

" And forumocbe as the clere yerely lalne of sit tbe eeid monisteryi, pryoryo, and 
other relygyoua houies in this rcalmr, i( certefyed into tbe kyugc* uebeket amimgeat 
the bokci of Ihe yerely Taluacioni of alt the spirituatl poneuiona of this rcalme, 
amaogett wbicb Bhall aod Disy appere the cerlentyc aad nomber of aucbe amall and 
lytell relygyODi houses a> hsce not in londee, leneiDeDteB, rcntea, tythca. pordona. and 
other beredytamentei, aboie Ihe acid clere yerely ralne of tna hundreth ponndra : be 
it tberfore enacted by auclorylie afoneid. that the kyng» highnei shall haie and enjoye 
iccordyng to this aele the aotiuU and real! poiseision of all and lynjler sucbe BLO&at. 
ttrjta. pryoryei, and other relygyoiu homes, ai iball appere by (he leid certyfycale re- 
maynyng in the kyagea eicheriDer not to have iu londes, tenementei, rente*, tythea, 
pordotii, and other heredytamenCei above tbe aeid clere yerely valae of two handretb 
poundea : too that hia highnes maye lawfully gyve, gmoDte, and dytpoaa tbem or any 
of tbem at hit wyll and pleaEour, to the honor of God and the nelth of tbia rcalme, 
wilhont farther inqnysycioa or offices to be bad or fouade for the aame. 

" In conay deradon of whiche premyiaei lo be had to bis highnea and to bia hdra ■* 
ya afoneid, hii majeatye ya pleaayd and contentyd, of bia rooal excellent cbarjte, to 
provyde to every chief bed and govemoor of every aaebe relygyona hanae dnryng ther 
lyrea, ancbe yerely penciona or benefycea as for tber degrees and qualylyea ahalbe re- 
aonable and convenyent ; wherein bis highnea wjll have moal tender reapect to aucbe 
of tbe teid chief govemours aa veil and truly coniene and kepe tbe goodei and oma. 
menlea of tber houau to (be mo of bia majeatie wilhoul spoyle, waste, or emboaylyng 
the aame, and alao bia mi^eatye wyll ordeyne and provyde that tbe coventea of every 
ancbe relygyom honao tball bate tber capacytea, if thci wyll, to lyve boueillye and 
Tertnooaly abrade, and aome convenycnt cbarytie dyapoaed to them toward tber 
lyvyng, or ellea abalbe commytted to luche honorable greate monaateryes of this rralme 
•herin good rclygyon ya obaerred, «a abalbe lymyted by bia bighnea, ther lo lyre 
relygyoualy duryng tber lyvca. 

" And yt ya ordcynnl by auctoryle aforKid, thai tbe cbelT govcmoora and coTeate* 
of aucbe honerable greatc monnalerjea ahall take and accept into ther bouaca ^m tyme 
to tyme aacb nomber of tbe pcraona of the acid coventea ai ahalbe aaaigned and ap- 
poynted by (be kyngea bigbnea, and kepe them relygyoualy duryng their lyvea ariUiin 
tber aeid monaaCeryca in Ijke maner and forme aa the covenlci of ancbe greate dionaf< 
teiyea be ordcryd aod kept.'' 

Some clauaea folio* relating lo tbe payments of tiibes and snbaidiea out of lL« 
monaatic eetAlei, aad to Ibe payment of debta due from the monaatcrioa diaaolvcd. Tba 
bill then proceed*, — " Provyded alwaya Chat the kyngea highnei, at cny tjme after tbe 
makjng of ihia acle, may at hya pleasure ordeyne and declare by bya Icitres patenta 
Boder bia grcata aeale, tbat auclie of tbe aeid rrlygyoua bousea which bia bighnea ahall 
not b« dyapoaed to haivo aupptcaayed dot dyaaolved by aactorytt of thii aole, ab«U 
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UjUc oontTnue, remaj'iie, an J be in the lame bod ye corporatt and in the seid esgencydl 
Ntala, qnalite, md coad; cian, unell ia poiseisioDS as otherwyse, aa thei were afore the 
rnkjui atthi* acte, nitliont any luppregsioii or dyssolacioa therof or of uny parte of 
Ibe Mms by lacloryte of tbia acte ; and that every aucbe ordiaaanco and declaracion 
MO to bs made by tbe kyogeg liighnea ahalbe good and cffectuall to the chiefT gover- 
ooort of niche relygyoiu hoaaei which hia mgjeslye will not bare lupiireiiyd and to 
tbtr aaectiMOvn, accardyng to the tenoori and porportaa of the leltrea patectes therof 
la be BUde ; any tbyng or thyngei cooteyned in this acte to the contrary hereof 
totwy tbttoadyng. ' ' 

After loinB other proiiEOea not neceisiry to be repeated here, the act goes on, — 
"Satyngalwoyaaud reierrednnto every perioo and peraons beyng foundera, pntrana, 
erdononn of eny abbeys, pryoryea, or other relygyoua houses tluilshalbe aupprtasyd by 
ttya aele, Iher heirei aad aacceaaoura, all aacbe rigbt. tytle, interest, possession, rentes, 
wiBailyea, (eea, offyces, lesea, commons, and all other profyttes wbatiooever, which any 
•f them bare or thuld hate had wythout fraude or covyn, by any maner meane«, other- 
vyietban by reaioa ororcaiyon of the dyasolacion of theseid abbeys, pryoryes, or other 
nlygymu botuet, in. to, or npon any the aeid abbe is, pryoryea. or other relygyoiu houaea 
liberof tbd be foundera. patrons, or donours, or in. to, or npon eny Ibe londes, tene- 
nantei, or other heredylaneDtea apperteynyng or belongyngto thesame; in lyke manar 
fbnne and oindyeion as other peraones and bodyes polytybe be aaved by this acte aa ya 
•Aw* reberaed. and db if the arid abbeis, pryories, or otlier relygyoui houses had not be 
npprtaayd and dyasoWed by this acte, but had contynued atyll in ther esseocyall 
boilyei and ealatea as Ihci be now in, eny tbyng in lliia aele to the contrary hereof 
Mtwithatondyag. 

"Anilfertberbeytinacled.ordeyned, aoJ eatablysshed byauctorjte aforeaeid, that all 
and ayngler penonnea, bodyci polylylte and corporat, to whom the kyngea majeatye, hla 
bafm or aoeceaaouri, hereafter shall gyve, grante, lelt, or demyse any acylt Or precynct 
■ilb tbr houaea thcrupou buylded, together with the demeanes of any monasteriea, 
pryaryei, or other relygyons houses that ahalbe dyatolved or gevyn to the kyngea 
highnn bythia acte, and the heires, aacceasoari.execuloura.andaitigoes of every sucbe 
pcrwD. bodye polytyVe and corporate, thatbe hounden by auctoryte of thia acte, under 
lh« |>cailytyea hereafter ensueng, to kepe or cauae to be kept an honest eontynewell 
hoDi and honsbold in the aanie acyte or precynct, and to occupye yerely aamoche of 
the aame demeanes in plonyng and tyilnge of huebondry, that ys to saye aamoche of the 
■vid drineanea which hath ben commonly Uied to be kept ta tyllage by the piietnoari, 
abbotte*, or pryoura of the same bowses, monasteryes. or pryoryea, or by [her Termer 
nr farmera occopyens Ibe aame. wythin the lyme of xi" yeres next before this acte : and 
If any peraon or prraona. bodyes polylyhc or corporat, that ahalbe bounden by this acte, 
doo ool keep an honest liouae, bousbold, houibondry, and tyllage in miner and forme u 
yi afumeid, that tlien be or thel soo olftndyng shall forfetl to the kynges higbncsa for 
••Mymoneth aoo oiTeadyng tj". xiij*. iiij''. to be rccoiered to his use in any of hia 
(ourtra of rreotd. 
" And OTir that yt ya cnactyJ by incloryte aforescld, that all juilyces of peat in 
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TBM MA!nn» OP BISSOLTrXe THR ABBIETS Bt K. B. 8. 
[Kvm MS. Cnttm, Tttv F. m. M. MS.] 

The font entraonre wu a president gewen b; cardliull WviMiYf 
who Under pretense of and ftmr better dritide to bilde hJa sompta- 
ous roUedg?, dessolred certsine small housses, and by that doinge 
of himselfe, I doubt not with good wairaunt from Rome, Ite did 
make loose in others the conseience towardes those bouMsi 
Aflef him there came to the kinges serrice Mr. CormWell, *h<w 
had served the cardinall in ihese former doinges. 

That Cormwell was the man tliat bj his uall, his wisdomef 
and his couradge, was Goods instrument to carrie all to good 
effect. These meaiies he used. He firste found meanes to pef- 
Bwade the king that it might lawfully be done; that for his 
crowne and state in safUe it was necessarie to be done, four that be 
made appeare to the kinge howe hr their meanes ihe pope and 
aergic had so greate aucthoritie, revenue, allinunce, and prind' 
pallye captivitie of the sowles and obedience of subjecte*, that 
Uiey Were able to put kiiige in hasarde at their will ; that for hia 
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renue and tnaintenaunce of his estate, i 



, and afTalres botli 



(, warrea, 
1 abroadej with others, it was 
mmte profitable to dissolve them for augmentacion of his trea- 
sure. 

He allyed tlie king so stronglie with mightie forces in Ger- 
manie and that league of religion, so as with there forces and his 
treasure and the consideracion of common perill by there common 
enemie the pope, be was able to withstande and encounter any 
ibren princes that at the popes irritacion and prostitutinge of 
bia Icingdome to the occupante woulde make any attempt against 
him : this aliyaunce was bothe by league with Sasonie and other, 
and the marriadge with the sister of Cleve. 

Tlic emperor and French king were so in hostilite, that either 
of them was glade to wine king Henrie to his part, wherby either 
of them feared to irritate him, least he joyninge with the other 
migbte make to harde a match againste the other ^ wherby I 
thincke that the same hostilitie was the raither cherrished byCrora- 
Wells policie : whereuppon grew the play in Fraunce, wherein were 
shewed the emperor and the Frenche king plaing at teniae, and the 
king of England paieng four the balles ; * besides that thoughe they 
had not ben in hostillitie, yet neither of them durst suffer the 
other to overgrowe by impropriatinge to him selfe any thing in 
England, and so the emperor him aelfe was glad to set still, aU 
thoughe the principall ground in shewe of the quarell touched him 
in lieiour repudiatem(?). 

Cromwell caused preachers to goe abroade, and maintaj-ned 
tKem to instructc the people, and so to perswade the subjectes con- 
■ciencu to stand fast to the king without feare of the popes 
ceine, or his desolving of his allegience. 

He caused to be placed in the archebushopes place Cranmer, 
and hn divers other bushoprickes and bier places in the clearge 

• Thit U ■ cnrion* and au-\j ciample of politicBl cuicature. Another limiUr notL-e, 
(dating to the lame period, will be fouud ia EUli'i Letlert, lecond seriei, toI, ii. 
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divers protestantes, by nieanes wherof he was able to execute 
greate tliinges amonge them stives, and they were not able so 
muclie as to enter iiito any full and perfect counsell against them, 
muche lesse to put any thing in publicke execution, as against the 
former kinges of tlieis realnie. 

He knewe that the clargie had in king Richardes the secondes 
time suborned an other with pretense of a next title to depose 
the kinge; he knewe that his clargie were attemptinge the like with 
the niarquies of Esetar, 

He perswaded the king by maintteininge of eguum Jus, and by 
holdinge-downe the over-emminent power of soche greate ones as 
in time paste, like bell-wethers, had led the sheppeshc flockes of 
England against their prince, to knett fast to him the love of his 
commons and specially of his cittie of London. 

He placed abbottes and ffriers in divers great housses divers 
lemed menj and perswaded against these supersti [ti] ens, which men 
were readie to make surrender of their houses at the lunges com- 
maun dement. 

He caused the king to restrayne all payment at Rome, and all re- 
sorte of his subjectes thither, either for suites, appells, faculties, or 
other causes, wherby both he kept treasure and held it from his 
ennemies, and restrained his ennemies from fliinge to foren partes 
or conference with them. 

He caused \-isitacions to be made of all the reeligious houses 
touching their conversations, whereuppon was retoumed the 
booke called the Blacke Booke, expressing of everie suche house the 
vile lives and abhominable factes, in raurders of their bretherne, 
in sodomyes, in whordoraes, in destroying of children, in forging of 
deedes, and otherinfinitehorrorsof life, in so muche as devidingof 
all the religious persons in England into three partes two of theise 
partes at the least were sodomites : and this appeared in writting, 
with the names of the parties and their factes. This was shewed in 
parliament, and the villanies made knowen and abhorred, _ 

He caused the kingiof the alibes possessions to make suche 
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Fffispersion, as it Ijchoved infinite multitudes for tlitir ownc intrest 
tojoyne with the king in hollding them downe, wfiichehe did by 
divers meanes, and these amoung other: by ffownding divers 
bushoprickes and colleges with these possessions, selling many of 
them to many men four reasonable prises, exchainging many of 
them with the nobilitie and other for their auncient possession to 
tlieir greatc gaine with whome he exchainged, preferring many suf- 
ficient persona to the kinges servis who were sone raised to nobi- 
litie and to worshipe and good calling, and all indcwed with main- 
tenaunce out of the revenewes of abbyea. 

Here is all I can remember. 

There was also used for the manner of dessolution — 

First, divers abbotes and other that could be thereunto per- 
awaded, or were some of them four the purpose placed by the king, 
made surrender of their houses and conveied them to the kinge 
by order of lawe, and had competent pencions both them selves 
and their companie during their lives. Somme beinge detected by 
the said visitacion, to have the kinges favour not to punishe them 
with rigour, not to jiublishe their jnfaraie for their vile Jactes, were 
likewise content to surrender. 

For all the rest, which were not then many, the parliament being 
made acquainted with their vile lives, were redely contented both 
|io confirme the surrender, and geive their consyntes to the geving 
if all the reaste to the kinge. 



rROM THE DISSOLUTION OF THB SMALLER B0USB8 TO THK 
PASBINO OF THE ACT FOR TUB DISSOLUTION OP THB LAROBB 
MONABTBRISa. 

No MOiMr WM tlia wt fcr the diuolntiaa or the mMUcr roonuteriet paued, thaa we 
Sad Cronwdl bcHt by two cliwra of loitori ; on ODe aide the bnd* of booM* wbere 
ths fewnt imguluitic) had bMn diicoTcred hoprd lo hne idnntage of the dniM 
which Ipfl it in ihr pDwer of the king to pr«ene it his dtfcretioB latk bcniM n 
■light appear deieniDg of alcepcion, while on the other mukj of the gentleawo awd 
Boblcuen at the court tagtrlj sought lo obtiin ■ ihan of tbe ■poils. Amoog the 
< Ittlcrt which rollow will be found fiampUa of both these cUnea of ^ipUcatioa*. Tbe 
lUe af the duds ipppui to hate excited oa the whole more eompuoon than thai of the 
■Mka and frian. The toUsviBg petitiaa ii from Oe prionas aad daten of Lefborae, 
or Lckcbatn, ia Liscoliuhiie, a niuuierj (buikdcil bj Robcn Rtx-Cilbert towards tiM 
•sd of th* twelfth ccDlBTj. Uttle is known of the histor; of t^ house, and it h Bot 
dear bow Cromwell c«me lo be niDiidcnd tbe representatiTt of its fonnder. 



THE PRIORESS AND NUNS OP LEQBORNE TO CROUtTKLL. 
^Ptob M& CottoB. Chop. E. IT. toL S:o'.} 
Right honounble oure most sjogaiia naister uid ffoonder, oon 
ductio in the humblest wise presuppoaod, with tUyly pnyer m 
yoore pcjpctwJI atid religioas beed-H-omen, please rt yotm goodaoB 
to WMleRtoode, tlutt wbeteu ■Imygfatr God hath indued you witt 
just tide tfam a Ais oS dw prfwy of L^jbornc, to tbe gnaX eomCart 
ul BM and all mj systen, m doo aod sbdl ahreyes sabmyt im 

puttyngoitn comft t in yoBfegondnewefarallcaniea copcani y g 

^XMiviKWKpryory of Lcgboane. And whems wc doo ben dot 

_ R (Kte Doinbra of Rbbyvs stiaBie ponysslud, snbpraC^ aod pot 

dovae, bieaoM of tbc^ myvivTyt^ am) tbat aU ^ibyw rmI 

pnorycK wNfer the nlae of €£>> be at ovre narie so 
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pleasDie to suhpresse and put downe, yet i( it may pleas youre 
goodnes we trust in Qod ye shall here no compleyntes agaynst us 
notlier in oure lyvj'ng nur hospitalitie kepyng. In consideradon 
wlierof, if it may pleaae youre goodnes in oure great neceasitie to 
be a raeane and sewter for youre owne powre pryoryj that it may 
be preserved and stond, you ahalbe a more higher ffounder to us 
then he that first foundid oure howse. We have noon othir 
comfort nor refuge but oonly unto youre goodnes, and we hooly 
imbmyt our selfes to the pleasure of God, to the pleasure of oure 
prynce, and to the pleasure of you oure ffounder, and howsoever it 
Bbal) please God that we shalbe orderid, we shall contynue youre 
bithfuU and dayly bedewomen, as knoweth owre Lorde, who ever 
preBerve you to youre most comfort. 

Your owne dayly beadwomen, Jane 
MessjTidyne, pryores, and systers of 
the pryory of L^bome. 




letter relate! to two of the smaller relipoui houset in Deromhire. The 
priory of Totnei was rmindcd b; Judhel or Johel in the reign of Wiltiom the Con. 
ai a cell to the great bcnedictine abbef of Angcn. The patronage deaceodcd 
fa«B the «ngiaal foDoder to the Zoochea, ia vhich family it remained till tbdr at- 
tainder after the acceuion of Heary VII., when it was conferred by the crown on Sir 
Peter Edgcnmbe. Thomas Rycliard appeara aa the last prior of this houac. 

Tlie priory of Comworthy was a poor house of Austin nnns, aUo in the patronage of 
Uw BdgFVmbe*, altboagh it appears dnabthl whether the original founder was of that 
talUy, or whether, like the priory of Tolnet, it wu derired from the ZoiKhes. The 
fidlowing letter sappcrtj the latter suppoiitioa. The loat priuteu ^ipeua to hare 
ben ^Ticia DyDham. 

Lt. 

BIB PETER EDGECrMBE TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Collon. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 268.] 

Afiter my most harty recommcndacyons, with lyke tlianckes for 
_ your goodnes to me att tymes schewyd, and tins ys to ndvertyse 
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ymrdatbcKTBBOcfae eonusujcacyon and brotes * that «ll mb- 
iNqrij ffrfoijtf and imniTi nnder tiw der jerir valew of cc>i. Bchall 
be mppTMiyd, nottwittutoiMlTnge byt p aott as rctt in tbes par- 
ties oponly Icnoven the occacyon oflF sappresBron, nor who schaO 
take nio«t bcnyfiyte therhy, nor to whate osse hyt schall rest at 
lengthe. fiat trew byt ys, that 1 am by the Icyngges fiather by hys 
gnunt to my poare fiather made to hym and hya isoe male, 
ifoutider «ff the pryory off Tottenes and the nunry off Comwor- 
thye in Devonsacbyre, and every off them be under the ralew off 
cc". And as to Tottenes, the pryour ther ys a man off goode ver- 
tuua cotircrssacyon, and a good riander, and I can do no lease 
with my truthe and dcwty but to adrertyse yow off that I know 
trew in thin causse, hartely besechynge yow ao to adTcrtysse the 
kynggea liighnea, and that I in my most umbyll maner beseche hys 
grace to order me in this causse as onne that w^'ll juberd f ly^ and 
goodcH to do hys grace trew servj-ce, and hartely beseche all- 
myglity God longge to preserve hys most nobyll persson, and 
yow so to ser\'e hya highnes. From my poare howsse, the daye 
off annuncyacyon off our lady, ywr aun, 

P. Eggecombe. 

Mr. secretory, in caasehyt be aso that the kyngges pleasure maye 
be by ywr meanys so good that the prior of Tottenes maye enjoye 
the apirituall promocyons, and hyt wyll be no bettere ffor hym and 
hya brcdcre to Icve on, and I to have the temperall possessyons yn 
parte theroff, the suniiere ffor concyderacyons that 1 am ffownder 
off botho howsya, I promyse yow by this my wrytynge to concyder 
yowr fijivor and sute, as I trust to plese yow, and yff ye thinck my 
aulc not reasoiiftbyll, ( refferre me and my causae to yor order 
under the kyngges Iiighnes above all others lyvynge, and so I 
trufll yow, and hcrin i hartely praye yow to know ywr pleasure. 

• Bnil4t, i. e. raporto, rnmonn. 
t JtoptriJ. 



laiON OP MONASTERIES. 



Ill 






BoitraTc in Snuex wag «n alien priory, founded in tlie reign of Henry I. by Robert 
de Uaje, u ■ ceU to the beaedictine nbbc; of Esaay in Normandy. On its diasoliilioii, 
Iha (ile and premiaea were grunted to Sir Thomaa West lord LanuT, wbo was patron 
of thr prior? u repreeeDtativc of the Marei, by pOBsesaing their eatnte and rcaidcDce of 
Halnaker Honae, the ' pore bowse ' mentioned in the letter. The last prior wai 



LORD LAWARU TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. tv. fol. 234.] 



Right worshipfull sir, in my most bartes wise I recommend me 
you, verey desyrus to here of youre good helthe, thankyng you 
of your provyd goodnes shewed to me undeservid, for the whiche 
yoti bynd me to be youres dewryng my iyffe, and so shall ye dynd 
me to the best of my letyll powre. Pleasythe you to be adver- 
tysed, that I have perffyt word that the aete is past that all howses 
off relygyon that is under three liundred markys ys gevyn to the 
kynges highnes, bothe tiie landes and gooddes, and that by the sud 
acte his highnes may by his letters patentes under his grcte seale 
gyve Ijfsence to as many as shall stand with his gracys pleasure to 
contynewe unsubpressyd. And so it is, tliat I have a power 
howBc called Boxgrave, very nere to my power howse, wherof I 
am ffounder, and there lyethe many of my aunsytoiys, and also 
my wyflys mother ; and for bycawse hyt is of my ffoundacyon, and 
that my paryshe churche is under the roofe of the churche of the 
said monastery, and have made a power chapell to be buryed yn, 
wherfor yf hit myght stand with the kynges gracys pleasure, for 
tlie power servyce that I have doyn his highnes, to fforebere the 
snbpressyng of the same, or else to translate hyt ynto a college of 
(uche nombre as the landes wyll here } and yf hyt may not stand 
■o with his gracys pleasure, then I wold lowly beseche hys grace 
to have the prefnrment of the farme, with all such other thynges 
as the pryor yn his tyme had fur the provysyon of his howse ; 
wherfFore I wyll beseche you that I may have youre lawfful ffaver, 
id wyll, and heipe hereyn. And suerly, syr, I shall rccompence 
goodnes, kyndnes, and paync hereyn, so that I trust that 
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for soe powere a tliyng that you shalbe contentyd and plcasyd, be- 
secliyiig you to be as good to me hereyii as you may be, as my 
most trust ys in you, as knowythe the blessyd Trinite, who long 
preserve you. Wryttyn at my powere howse, upon owre Lady 
day. 

Your owen assuryd, 

Thomas Lawahb. 



Aa wu before ttsted, tbe latter put of lord Lswr'a reqneat vai granted, nil he 
obtained boUi the property uid even the rumilure of Boxgrave priory. Tbe priarj 
church iftrnrtrdi became the puith church of the tomi, and the tomb of hu father 
it itiU pmerved. It h rather lingnlar that in the following letter, wbich miut have 
been written at this time, Crcmwel! i« adilressed by the title of lord; this howeier 
may have been a aierB pteoe of Aattary fi-om aa inferior, u ■ compliment to hi* p^tical 



JOHN UORfSB TO CROUWBLI.. 

[Prom MS. Cotton. Cteop. E. it. hi. ^34*.] 

Right honorable and my synguler goode lorde, I humbly recom- 
mendc mc unto yuwe ; this shalbe tu advcrtyse your lordsliippe, 
that sjT John Dan-tree, master Palmer, and 1, according to the 
kynges commyssion and instruccions, have dyssolved the pryorie 
of Boxgraye in the couotie of Sussex. The besenes of dissolucioa 
therof ms fyuysshed the xxyj^b, ^y qJ {jug present moneth, at 
which tyme I receved your lordshypps Icttre in fFavor of my lord 
Lawarre, which according to your lordshypps commaundment by 
that sent of other joynt oommyssioncrs wytb me I hare folowed, 
M that my scyd lord Lawarre, a^ I trust, ts contented. The valure 
of the goodes that he hath bowght cuumj-s to cxxr". xiij*. iiij'. 
wbcrof he hath pa)-«d xl". and fur the reat I have taken hia owne 
bond to the kynges use to he payed at auche dayes aa he bym selff 
hath desjred, that it to aey, Mjrgbdmaa next and Ester ffulowiog. 
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nhcrwyth 1 trust tlie kyngcs grace wUbe pleased by meanes of 
yowre good lordshyppe, and the rather for that his grace, by the 
vygylant circumspectyon and dylygent dewte of the seyd lord 
Lawarre, hath more proffett there then in any other howse dis- 
solved in Sussex. And, as I verely thynke, the kyng is not better 
an&wered nor more trewly of the goodes apperteynyng to his 
highnes by reason of any howse dyssolved in Inglond, then he is 
nl»o there, as almyghty God knowith, who long preserve your 
lordshippe with the increase of honor to his pleasure. From 
Boxgrave, the xxvij"' day of Marche. 

Att your comaundment glad to do serves, 

JottAN MORBS. 
To the right honorable 
■Bd IDT ijngulcr gooJ 
tnril, tiie iorde prrve 



The rallowing letter in mother suit Tor a grant or Miej Innda. The priory of 
PioMheil, or (as iC WM more oncicnllj called) Csntrl Hf tnel. in NorthamptonBhire, wm 
foBDded by Richard EogsTue the eldtr, who died in I90H. After tlie diaiolntion it 
■pptiri to bare been retuned Tor some time in tlie king'a hands, and it was finalljr 
fnnted to John lord Russell. The last prior was Christopher Harpeworth. This, as 
well u the prior; of Worspiingin Somerset. WDS one of tlie smaller bousei. The Utter 
«M fbanded in ISIO by William de Courtetiey. The last abbot or prior of this bouse 
«■ Bonr ThorynCoD. 



IIUMPIIBBT STAFFORD TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. ful. !!>•>.•] 

Right worshipfull, yn my most humhlyst wise I can I contend 

mc unto your good mastership, thanckyng your mastership ever for 

tiic great kyndenes and flavour shewed unto mc alweys, and 

where it may please your mastership to call to your gofxl remem- 

I titaons that yc promysed me to he good master unto mc when 

DAMD. SOC, It 
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the trme came : sir, yoor mastership shall ooderstond that whereas 
yet I am not able to doo sacbe acceptable service anto the kynges 
highnes my master, as my poore and tme hert wold, and if 1 hadd 
wherwith to maynteyn it, so it is, pleasith it your mastership to 
understond, that wher* I desyred Mr. Bryan to be so goctdmaster 
unto me as to moshion unto your mastership to helpe me to tbe 
gifte of the priorie of Fynshed, a hoase of ciianons yn tlie cooutie 
of Xorlhampton, of the yeriy value of ivj''. x». xj^, ob. yo case it 
be subpressed, air, your mastership shall miderstond that sens 
that tyme my naturall ffather willed me to write to your tnast^- 
ship, and to non other, for to be good master unto me for a house 
of chanons yn Somersett sluere called Worspryng, where my seyd 
ffather is ffounder therof, and as 1 doo subpose of like value or ther- 
aboutes. '^^nd if it wold please your mastership to be so good 
master unto me as to helpe me to Worsprvng priorte, I were and 
wylbe wylst I teve your bedman and alweys redy to your master- 
ship surhe poore service and pleasure as shal become roe to doo, 
whiUcst 1 <lo leve, God wyllyng, who ever have your mastership 
yw Im tuysshoo. From BWtherweke,« thus present Palme Sonday, 
by TOur own assored to ias Utle power, 

Hf MPFRAT Stapfobd, es4)ayer. 



to «• UafM hnhaM. a^ thM. 



■n» Wio«iiW ta,« fc,^ EdwwJ 



Vte. mbbiAiii «r Yot. ratat 
«M. n* •Unto ami actio, ftwimiug tl 

« «Wtk «>n la tMr Iw4l Tbaa 
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TBB ARCHBISHOP O? YORK TO CBOHWELL. 
[From MS. CotCoo. Cleop. E. iv. Fol. 339.J 

iglit honorable, aftre my hartiest commendation, accordeng to 
r requeste made to me in your lettres, I have furthwitli upon 

e receipte of the same sent commawndement to certayne monas- 
teries beeing nie to Yorcke, wliere I was than, and nowe I have 
given com maun dement to all archdeacons to wame all monasteries 
of lesse ycreUe valewe than ij^li, being within their archdeaconries, 
that they shall no thing imbecille ne alien; and if tlieye have, 
that tlieye shall agayne call suche thinges aliened or imbecilled to 
their handes. Some that were noted to have received some 
goodes of suche monasteries I called and warned that they shold 
in no wiese meddle with anye suche goodes, and that if they had 
anye suche, that they shold restore them, and ferthermore, if anye 
suche goodes shalbce offred to them, that they shold give me 
wameiig- And for bicause most resorte for suche propose is to 
tlie eitic of Yorke, I have warned the maiour of Yorke, and oother 
of his brodren therof, and speciallie the maister of the mynte, 
upon their peril and daunger that theye receive no goodes of anye 
suche monastene, and ferther herin I entend to doo, from tyme 
to tyme, as I shall see neede, and dailie doo warne suche as doo 
resorte to me, that they meddle not with anye suche goodes, that 
by them this commawndiment maye bee the more published, as I 
trust it shalbee nowe by tharchdcacons officialles, wiche be nowe all 

jTOde, and have speciall commawndiment to sett furthe this 



entierlio praye you to bee good to me for ij. places of the 
ge of the archbushoppes of Yorke, that if you shall 
opon suche considerations as I shall alledgc that I have 
to sue fur them, that you woU helpc me with your good 
I, tlut theye bee not suppressed. The tone of them, named 
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Saincte Oawaldes, is not of foundation a monasterie of reUgi 
men, but is libera cape/la archiepitcopi. No man hathe title in 
it but the archbushoppe : the prioor therof is removable at my 
pleasure and accomptable to roe, and the archbushoppe maye pat 
tlier, if he woll, seculer prestcs, and so wold I have doone at my 
entre, if I had not ther founde oone of myne acqaayntannce 
wlioroe I judged meete to bee ther undrc me. And morover 
titarclibushnppes of Yorke had it given to them by William 
Uufus in eschaunge for recompense as well of landea, as juris- 
diction taken from them at the commeng in of William Cou- 
qnerour, as apperethe in my registres and oodre old bookes. And 
in the same it apperethe that the saied chapell enjoyetJie all privi- 
laiges lieke as all oothcr the kinges free cliapefles ; for it was some 
tymc libera eapella regia, and for the defense of the saied privi- 
laiges, and jurisdiction ther, my predecessours have alwaies had 
writtes from tlie king agajTist all disturbers, bicausc it is no oodre 
but lihera eapella, and some tyrae was the kinges, 

The toodre is called Hexham,* upon the borders of Scotland, 
and was some tyme aedes epiacopalis, and manye holie men some 
tyme busshoppes ther bee in that churche. sainctes of name ; and 
wiese men, that knowe the borders, thinkc that the landes therof, 
allhoughe thcye were x. tymes as moche, can not contrevaile the 
ilamaige that is Hekc to ensue if it bee suppressed, and some waia 
ther in never a house between Scottlaiid and the lordshippe of Hex- 
ham ; and men fearc if the monasterie goo downe, that in pro- 
cesse all shaU bee wast moche within the land. And what com- 
fort that monasterie is dayUe to the contre ther, and specinllie in 
tyme of warr, not onbe the contre men doo knowe, but also manye 
of the noble men of this realme that bathe doone the kinges high^ 
e in Scotland. I doubt not but that the land of that 



' IItili4m wa* ■ bi»hop'B see under the Anglo-S«on 
Uid Aiiglo-Suuiii U*sU9Ulil. itatcJ fruin tlic envcnih 
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monasterie is better ihan twoo hundred pound by yere, as liek- 
wiese tharbushoppes landes war moche bettur if they laie iii 
B quiet place. Some of my predicessours have had ther xiij". 
marces by the yere, and nowe it ia communibus atinis undre ij'^ li. 
I entiertie praye you, if you thinke that I have reason to sue for 
these ij., that you woll helpe me to save them. And as for Hexham, 
I thinke it is necessarie to bee considred, as I thinke theye that 
knowe the borders woU saie. 

'' Sir, according to the kinges commawndiment, I have generallie 
given commawndment that no prechers shalbee suffred tliat with- 
otrjte discretion preache novelties, and, as you right wiesebe con- 
sidered, doo rather sowe soedes of disscntion than doo anye good, 
and some suche as I have herd to use suche preacheng I have 
discbai^ed, and yet they preach, but 1 make procesae agaynst 
them, and some of them saie theye wooll get licence of the king to 
preache. If theye obteigne anye suche licence, I then ame dis- 
charged for them that have suche licence ; but 1 trust that you woll 
Buffre no suche hcence to passe, but that I shall knowe therof,and 
what your pleasure is, than if they preache suche novelties I praye 
I maye knowe by this bearer. Some saie tlieye have Ucence 

f my lord of Cantorburie; but I trust theye have no suche, and if 
leye have, none shalbce obeyde here, but onlie the kinges and 
fonres. And thus in my hertiest maner ffare you well. From 

Cawode, the xxiij'''. of April, 1536. 

Your owne ever assured, 

Edouarde Edor. 



The oMl UlUr reUlu to the penuau which wero grnntrd to tlm heuclfl BuJ monlii 

of the diisoUcd hoiupg. It ippenn ihnt thrie were often smsll, ncd thi monk* had 

- proUblf tomclimes difficultirt in eitaUuhidg Iheir clainii. Cokcarord iu Norfolk woi 

dl pTiorj of Auguitinc canoni, foundud in Ike rcigo of Steplien bj William Chcynej. 

e «M granted ou (he !lth of Mny, S9 Heur; Vtll. tu Tbonuu Honard duke of 

I. Juhii Mitihewt, tho list (irior, h«d tntiKiibed vilh bi» cmaoui to the kind's 
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THE PRIOR C 



OKESFOBQ TO CROMWELL. 



[From MS. Cotton. Cleop, E. it. fol. 96!)*.] 

Ryght wyrthfull bit, with dwe reverens my duty remembred, 
desiryng and hartely prayng your masterthep to be good maister 
to me and help me to my pore levynge and pencion, for the wyche 
I thynke longe to know wherto I sail hold me, and, sir, for tlie 
love of God and of your charitabyle disposicion youe here towards 
me, of your goodnes and nothynge of my deseirynge, it may lyke 
youe to se tlie order of it and redy sped for my por comfort and 
levynge, and that it may so be ordered by your best advyse and 
cowiisell that I may have it without further vexacion or trobyle 
in get)'ng on leveynge of my foraed por levynge, for I fer me with- 
out your good helpe and ayd and comfort it wylbe hard to combee. 
I have no frend to make my conipleynt to but to yow alonly; 
wherfore I besche yow to take informacions of Mr. Bailey of the 
Francys, my frynd this brynger. Mr. doctor Lee wylbe good 
to me with your good helpe, in home ys all my trost; he pro- 
mysed me at Londone to have xs'". for my pension, I trust to have 
that with better, and my chambre, with all that bylongynge to 
that same, with ij. beddys, one for ray self and another for my 
servant. In thes thynges, with all other, 1 submit my self to God 
and to your good wyll, and 1, your chaplene and dayly orator, with 
alle trew and diligent servys and promysys, by me befor pro- 
mysyd, as ever xalle lye in my lytyll pore, as knowith our Lord, 
how ever have youe in his glorius tuiscion, after your wyrschip- 
full hartes desyre. Wretynge at Cokesford, this Sonday next 
before the Inveneion of the holy crosc. 

Alle yours and at your comaunment, your dayly oratour 
and cbaplcn, Juhan Mathewe, latt pryor of Cokcaford. 
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Cilwich, or Cnlewrch, in Sutfardshire, naa origiaalif a bmnltiEe or small c«U 
fMnded before IHiJ, and given by Nichoiaa de Greselei FiU Nigel to tbe priory of 
KenilKOrth. A gmsll conveat of blaclt canons was also plared here. Very little »p- 
]W»r( toiwknown of the hiatorj of this liouse 
in tbr following letter is supplementary to th 
Htnuuticoa. 

Rowceiter, or Roceiter, in Staffordlbire, waa aa abbe; of black monks, founded bj 
tUeWd Bacon about Ihe ;ear 1 l-tti. The last abbot was WillUm GraftDn. 



ill the infonnati 
^Tcn ID (he last edition of the 



I 



RICHARD STHETE TO CROMWELL. 



n MS. Cotton. Cleopat. E. iv. fol. 336.] 



My duty done, according to your lettres datyd penuUimo die 
Aprilia I have ben at Calwich, and takyn an inventary of the 
goodes of that house by indenture, and committyd the keping and 
garding of all thinges ther to thabbott of Rowceter ij, myles thens, 
and on of his brethren abidith at Calwich to overse them who 
hath kept tlie Bcquestre syns the departur of the late prior. The 
tVilour of the goodes and laundes foloith. 



nimig, household very course, as doith 
appere by particlars in the Inven- 
tary ...... 

Item, in eatall, as oxen, kye,* horses, 
mares, shepe old and yonge 

Item, in come apon the grounde . 

Item, stuff for tlie church, as chales and 
vestmentcs, etc. .... 

Summat 



Isxixll. 


XV". 


mf. 


sj''. 


vj». 


vnjJ. 


xli. 


ix". 


viijl. 


cxvij". 


iiij'. 


H'l. 
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Item, the demeanes lyen roimdabowt the 

house, and ben worth yerely . . ixiij". xij'. 

Item, other tenthes yerely . . . xviji". viij*. jJ. ob. 

Item, the paroch church of Glaston to 
that monastery appropriat, besyde 
the vicar indument .... siij''. vj*. viij''. 

In these is no harde peneworth ; the house and other byidinges be 
in mean good state of reparacion. I have dischargyd and put 
forth such persons as were not mete to be ther, and laft such as 
be husbaundes, and I have made sure the convent sull, and the 
evidence. 

The first founder ther was Nich. Gresley, in whose title nowe 
claymyth Mr. Longford (as men here report}. Ther be diverse 
bene^toura that hath gySyn landes to that house, as it doith 
appere, viz. my lord Stuard, sir Henrie Saucheverell, Mr. Okerj 
and other thair ansetors. And thus ye may partly perceyve^ and 
what I can do ferther shatbe redy by God his grace. 

Item, to the last part of your lettre toching demeanour and the 
payment to the coUectours, in the archdeaconry of Coventry, 
Derby, Staff., and Salop ; the collectors have amoste made an 
ende in these iiij. archdeaconrys, as fer as 1 can perceyve is no 
denying, and as for the coUectour of tharch deacon ry of Chester, I 
never herd from hym, so I supposyd he had good spede in his 
gedring. And how and in what roaner all thynges is tlier ye 
fihalbe acertenyd shortly. I trust no man in that archdeaconry 
wolde be obstinate, if thay be well handlyd. Mr. parson Molenex 
told me this weke that the collectour as yet askyd hym no money, 
ncr gaf hyra wamyng, and whether faute be in the collectour or 
other, ye shalbe shortly acertenyd, and money sent with spede, by 
God his grace. The deithe of my lord and his wilfull and parcial] 
cessing, defferrith all this, as knowith God, who kepe you. LJch^ 
jo, Maij. 

Yours, Richard Strete, preist. 
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fas COHMISSIONERB IN NORTIIAM 



TTie roUowiog letter retalt* lo the proceeding* of thecommiMioners in Northampton. 
comb, Cbacomb, or Saacomb, tberenae a priory of AuguBtme coddds. 
fbnnded by Hugh de Chscombe in the reign o( Uenrj H. The last prior was Tbomtu 
SiDBcr. Ashby Migni, in Leicestershire, was a maaor belonging to Ibe nunnery of 
Caleaby, or Callebj, in NarthBoiptan«lure> wbich house was founded by Pbilip de 
Eucby or Aihbj, or by hii md Robert, about the reign of Richard I. The last 
prioreia it (aid to ha«e been named JocoM, i.e. Joicr. From a subsequent letter it 
appem llut tbia letter wat addressed to the Cbsncellor of the Augmentations. 

LVUI. 

RK TO SIR R. RtC(I.(?) 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 309.] 

Hyght lionorabte, after all humble rccommendacions, theis almlbe 

» advertyse you that we have byn yn execucion off the kynges 

'commission directed unto us, begyngnyng at Chacunibe, wher 

we accomplysshed alle thynges acordyng unto our conimyssion, 

and frome thens we repayred to Assheby, where after on days tar- 

reyng we werr ffayne to departe thens unto Catesbynunrey, byoc- 

tncion of sykenesse, where we ha\'e also accomplisshed the kyngea 

comtnyasion accordyng to his high com man dement and our puore 

iccions. \ATiich howse of Catesby we fibunde in verry perfett 

, the priores a sure, wyse, discrete, and very rehgyous 

reman, with ix. nunnys under her obedyencye as relygioua and 

^■oute and with as good obedyencye as we have in tyme past seen 

r belyke shall see. T]\e seid howse standyth in sueche a quarter 

Duche to the releflf off the kynges people, and his graces pore sub- 

ectes their lykewyse niooche relewed, as by the reporte of dyvers 

lirorshyppfulles nere therunto adjoynyng as of alle other yt ys 

s openly declared, Wherefore yf yt shulde plea.se the kynges 

highnesse to have eny remorse that eity auche relygous house 

shall stande, we thynke his grace cannot appoynt eny house more 

mete to shewe his most gracious charitic and pitey one than one 

Ujb aaid howse of Catesby. Ferthcr ye shall undcrstande, that as 

to her bounden dewtye towardes the kynges highnes in tlicis 

bis affayres, aluo for discrete enterteynment of wa his commys- 

^ men nnd our company, we have not fownde nor hclyke shnl! 

I HAND. soc. s 
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fynde eny auclie of more dyscrecion. And lese peraventure theyr 
may be labor made to her detryment and other undoyng, before 
knowleg showlde cum to his hyghnesse and to yow frome us, yt 
may therfore please yow to sygnefy unto his hyghnesse the effecte 
of theis our lettres, to thentent his grace may stay the graunte 
thejTof lyll suche tyme we may ascerteyn yow of our fuUe certy- 
fycat and compartes in that behalfe accordyng, Frome Catesby, 
the xij. day ofT this present moneth off May; from the kynges 
comniyssioners at your eommandement. 

£dMOND K?JyOHTLEY. 

John Lane. 
GeoRGK Gtpfard. 

ROBT. BURGOVN. 



Tbi priory of St. Petroc at Bodmin in Camwmll was fonndEd in Sunn times, and 
WM rcrouaded for Augustine cuiaoa in 1 120. The Biu with dcmetuci were gruCed, 
•fter itj diasolution, lo Tbomu SterohDld, the celfbrslid tnoilatar of the Pnlm*. 
The lut prior wu ThoniaB Vinin, ilita WiDajworlh : he vu soSngin biahap of 
Megara in Greece, and hii tomb i* itill preiened in the church. 



THE PRIOR OP BODUIN TO UB. LOK. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 116.] 

Master Lok, I harttili recommend me unto you, so thankyng 
you for your gret kyndenesse and payne that ye have take for me, 
which I trust wons God wyllyng to recompens. Syr, I am sore 
disquietid with a sett of unthryfty chanons, my convent and there 
berars, which of loiige contynuans have lyvyd unthriftili and 
agene the gode order of relygyon, to the grete sklauoder of the 
same, as all the contrey can telle. For the reformacyon thereof, 
the buschope yn hj-s late \-isit«cyon gave certayne and dyrers in- 
juncions, commaundyng me straytle to see obser\-yd and kept, 
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nieb are noo hardar thane ower owne rule and profession tjynilis 
, und as alle other relygyus men use and observe where god 
Telygioun is observid and kept ; wherewith they be sore grevid, 
Bud yntend the most parte of them to depart with capacitise 
withowt my concent and wylle, and won of them hathe purchesid 
a capacyte the last terme withowt my lycence, which is agene the 
wordes of his capacite, wherefor I have restraynyd his departyng, 
for no gret ios that I showld have of hym, but for the yl exemple 
to othere ; for yf I showld suffer this man to depart yn this maner, 
1 shall have never a chanon to byde with me. I am sore thret- 
tynyd with won master Roger Arundell, a gret berar and maynty- 
nar of my bretherne agenst me, and the procurar of there capa- 
cites, to be browght before the kynges grace honorable councell, 
for that I have not sufFerd this lewde chanon to depart witli his 
capacite acordyng to there yntent. I pray you harttiH to shew 
this mater to my gode master secretary, desieryng hym, as my 
Ipeciall trust ys yn hym, yf anney eomplayntes cum to hym, as I 
dowt not but that there wol, yt may plese h)-m to refer the ex- 
unynatioun of the mater to sir Johan Arundell, sir Peter Egge- 
cumbe, sir Johan Chamond, or any other discrete gentilmen yn 
the contrey whatsoever, so that I cum not to London, as there 
purpose ys. which showld be to gret a charge for me to bere, 
my hows heyng sore yndettid alleredy. This gentilman hathe 
procured a commysaion, as I am informyd, to pull downe a were 
longyng to my pore hows, whiche hathe stande us thcs ccccc. yere 
and more. If nede be, I wol wryte more of this mater by mastre 
Hill. Thus fare ye as wel, as your gentil hart can thynke, and alle 
my gode frendes and lemers to honour (?) pray you have hartttli 
commendid. From Badmyn, 25 May, by your owne for ever, 
Thomas, priour there. 
To tlw rygbt worBbipfoU 
nutcr W. Loke, tnttcer, dnelljiig jrn the 
nicp«rjde, It thr ijrngnt of the 
Pkdlak, chii b« dd. vith tpcdc. 
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The foUoning letter from Rkhvd BeeitXj, a maak of Pershore. ii n curion* Ltlni- 
tralion of the itnle of tha religious houKB. His request apptari to have been granted, 
HI we do not find bii name among the list of monks who received pensioni at the diaM- 
lution of the bonae. The Benedictine abbcj of Pershore in Worcealershire, km 
founded towarda the end of the aeienCL ceoliuy. The hiat abbot agipeata to have been 
John Staoewell or Stoajwdl. 
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RICHARD BEERLY TO CROMWELL.. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. i(il.] 

Most reverent lord yn God, second person yn this rem of 
Englond, ynduyd with all grace and goodnes, y submytt my aelfe 
unto your grace and goodnes, dcsjiiryng you myckely to be 
good and gracytis lord unto me synful and poor creatur, my lowly 
and myck scrybuUyng unto your nobuU grace at thys tyme ys 
gruggyng yn my conchons that the relygyon wyche we do obser 
and keype ys no rull of sentt Benett, nor yt no command yment of 
God, nor of no sentt, but lysth and foulysse serymonys, mayd sum 
yn old tyme and sume yn our tyme, by lysth and ondyscrylt 
fuders, wych have done tber dutys and fulfellyd ther owne sery- 
monys, an lett the preceps an command ymentes of God go. And so 
have y do thys syx yere, wych doth now greve my conchons Bore, 
that y have bye a dysaymblar so long tyme, the wych relygyon 
say Bent Jamys,ys yn vayne and bryngyng forth no good fruttes; 
hcttur owtt then yn the relygyon, except yt were the tru relygyon 
of Cbryst. Also we do nothyng seyrcb for the doctryn of Chryst, 
but all fowloys our owne sensyaly and pleser. And thys rely- 
gyon, as y supposse, ys all yn vayne glory, and nothyng worthy to 
be except nathcr before God nor man. Al-so, most gracyus lord, 
ther ys a secrett tliyng j-n my conchons wych dothe move me to 
goo owt of the relygyon, an j-f yt were never so perfett, wych no 
man may know but my gostly fader, the wych I supposs yf a m&n 
mothc guge yn other yong persons as yn me »clfe, for Chryst say. 
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Judicare et non judicabimini ; therfore y wyl guge my 
! conchons fyrst, the wych fautt he shall know of me heyr- 
ir more largyorly, and many other fowll vycys don amonckst 
rgyus me[n], not relygyua men, &s y thynk the owtt not to be 
but dyssymblars with God. Now, most gracyua lord and 
most wurthyst vj-cytar that ever earn amonckes us, heipe me owt 
of thys vayne relygyon, and macke me your servant, hande-mayd, 
and beydaian, and save my sowUe, wych sholdbe lost yf ye heIpe 
yt not, the wych you may save with on word speckyng, and mayck 
me wych am now nawtt to cum unto grace and goodnes. Now y 
wyll ynstrux your grace sumwatt of relygyus men, and how the 
kynges grace commandynient ys keyp yn puttyng forth of bockes 
the beyschatt of Roms uaerpt power. Monckes drynk an bowU 
after collacyon tell ten or xii. of the clock, and cum to mattens as 
dronck as myss, and sume at cardes, sume at dyyss, and at ta- 
bulles, aume cum to mattens begenynge at the mydes, and sume 
when yt ys allmost done, and wold not cum ther so only for boddly 
pnnnysraent, nothyng for Godes sayck, wyth many other vycys 
the use, wyche y have no leser now to express. Also abbettea, 
inckes, prest, don lyttyl or nothyng to put owtt of bockes the 
sliatt of Homes name, for y my seylfe do know yn dyvcrs 
:kes wher ys name and hys userpt powor upon us ys. No 
unto your nobul grace at thys tyme, but Jesu preserve you 
to pleser. Amen. 
Your commyssary commandyd me to wrytt my mynd unto 
ir nobul grace, by my outhe I toyk of hym yn our chaptur 

Be me, your beydman, dan. Rye. Beerley, now 
monck yn the monastery of Pershor. 



To nj Dobnllaiiil giarjui lord 
tjrjtu jn Ihe kjnges cortl be 
thjt bjrl ddjieryd jrn bast. 
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Lr of [he fallowing tetter waa WilUun Wslle, abbot of Kenilvonh, from 
the Bib to the S9th Hea. VHI. He waa not the Uit superior of thii home, baling 



been succeeded by Simon Jckyi, or Jakfs. Tb 
■bout 11!^ hj GeolTref de Clinton, chamberlaiD . 
Ratland, was a very small prior]', lubordiDite t 
prior waa Roger Orwell. 



abbey of Ktnilworth wai foonded 
id ireasurer lo Henry I. Broke, in 
the abbey of Koailwortb : iU last 



TH8 ABBOT OF KENILWOBTH TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. fol. 914.] 

Ryght honorable and my synguler good master, my covenable 
duety with condygne recommendacjons humbly unto your mwata- 
shypp remembryd, maye it please you to be further advertisyd of 
such matter as at thys daye, I and my pore house ar mucbe per- 
plexid and unquietid in, concernyng ourmaner or cell of Broke, in 
the county of Rotteland, whych by the injust and wntrewe demean- 
our and behavour of such my chanon as I sent thider for to have 
the govemaunce and rule thereof, and for that he had not suche 
profitable and commodyous pencyon assygned and made sure 
unto hym duryng hys lyfe as he and his consell wold and could 
devyse and aske, hath entytled the kynges hyghnes in his court of 
augmentacyons unto the hoole tytle and interest thereof; whyche 
woll and shalbe, onles your mercyfuil favor be ministrid and 
sfaenid therein, a utter undoyng and distruccyon of my house and 
monastery for ever. For it is not unremembred, I dowte not, 
unto you, that when I fyrst receyved your lettrea concemyng the 
said house, at my next sendyng after of the saide your lettres, I 
ofirid the fferme and lease of the same unto ony frend of yours, yf 
it please you to name thereunto, and so entred into bargeyn and 
lesse, and dimisid it after suche forme and facion as ye knowe, 
with bond of a \f . marc unto the lesse for his surety and state 
therein aceordyngly, wych yf it cannot be performed by us, wa be 
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danced in the seid sum by the lawes of this realrac. Wherefore 
it maye please you of your goothies and perfitt charite to be 
a cneane unto the kynges bighnes, and to oder of his counsel! that 
ahalle have the heryng, ordryng, and detenu ynacion of the said 
matter, that our juste, trewe, and perfitt interest of the said maner 
of Broke, with the appertenauntys, whyche war pperpetually and 
freghley gyven unto our monastry of Kenellworth in pure all- 
mease, as it is moost evydently apparaunt in evydence, raaye stylle 
helonge to apperteyn unto our saide howse, accordyng as thys 
lawis and ryght doth requyre and aske. And for that it shalle not 
becum nie to stond in contencyon and traverse with Iiis highnes, 
or to defend or prosecute any thyiig that his grace and counsell do 
suppose and deme to be his ryght and title by his lawis newly 
made and ordenyd, it may please your mastershyppe, for and in 
my name, to be sohcytour and mediatour, that I and my house 
maye have and enyoye of the lesse of our saide sovereyghne lord the 
residwe of all the londis and tenementes at this daye belongyng 
unto the said cell of Broke, for suche resonable rent as they now 
be demysid by me, and for lyke yerys in ffee fferme, to thentent 
that suche my lesse as nowe hath them by me may enyoy and 
contynuc suche dimyssion as is dymisid unto them in salvacion 
of the bond of the said M*. marcs, whereunto I and my house 
stand chargyd. And where it plesid the kinges hyghnes for my 
good and trewe serryce done to his grace at the insurrexion at 
Coventre to my grett charge, to promyse me his favour in ony my 
reasonable suytc concernyng ryght of my house, I shalle, for his 
goodnes to me in this case shewid, accept my sclfe well recom- 
pensid, and what end so ever your mastershyppe shalle take I shalle 
■t allc ourcs abyde, for in you nowe is all my trust, as God know- 
ith, who ever prosper you in honor, Att Kenellworth, the xvij"" 
E of Junij. 

Your humble orator, 

WtLLiAU, abbat ther. 
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Gtargc Giffard, tbe writer of the TollinriDg letter, wu one of (he commiuiODen lot 
ihe diBolBtion of the imaller teligioos houses, ind mi now on hit progren thrDD^ 
SlxfiotcUure and Leiceitershire. GirrrDdoD. from whence the letter it dmted, wu u 
■bbejin Ldceilenhire. founded in 1133 bjr Robert le Basra evi of licicester, fori 
coloa; of monks from Warerler- Tbe lut prior ns Thomu Syeitoa alia* Shepfshed. | 
The prioriei mentioned in tliii letter were Terj im*U fonndaboDi. 6r*dlej wi 
fonndeii id the reign of John : its last prior wai John AnindeU. appointed Ju 
IP, 1509. Kirlibj Beler iru a amaD hoose in Leiceitenhire foaodeil b; Roger da J 
Bder in the reign of Edward 11. 



GEORGE OIFFARD TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. tv. p. 913.] 

Kyglit honorable sir, after myne bumble recommendacioni] 
shalbe ladvertyse youe that I bave recey^'ed your must comfortable 
letters, for the whiche in my rigbt lowly wyse 1 rendre unto youe 
most bartie thankes ; pleasithe itt your mastreship to be fferther 
advertised, tbat we have sir\'eyed the bowse or priore of Brook, 
the certiticathe wheroflf I sent you by your ffermers sunn and my 
nephu Roger Carell this present, tbe xviij. day of June, tbe priorie 
of Bradley, thabbey of Wolneston, the priorie of KJrby Bellers^ 
the priorie of Woulstropp, and now be att thabbey of Garadon, 
And, sir, foraamyche aa of late my fellows and I dyd wright unto 
Mr. chauncellour of the awgmentacions in the favour of thabbey 
of Seynt James* and the nunrie of Catysby in Northampton sbii 
whiche letter he shewed unto the kynghis highnes in the favour 
of those howaez, where the kynghis highnes was displeased, as ho 
seyd to my servant Thomas Harper, seyeng that itt was like that 
we had recey^'cd rewardes, whiche caused us to wright as we dyd, 
whiche myght putt me in fFeare to write, nottwithstondyng tbe 
sure knowlege that I have had allwey in your indifference gyvethe 



e abbej ol St. James in Northai: 
•on of king William the Conquer 
liad aabscribed to the king's ■uprcn 
ISO it hnil two sbbolB— John DosM 
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me boldnes to wright to yowe in the ffavoiir of the howse of Wol- 
s[troppe],* the governour wherof is a vere good liusbond for the 
howse, and wel beloved of all thenliabitantestherunto adjo)'nyng, a 
right honest man, havyng viij. religious persons beyng prestes of 
right good conversBcion and lyvyng rebgiously, havyng such quali- 
ties of vertu as we have nott fibwnd the bkc in no place ; for ther ys 
nott oon religious person thear butt that the can and dothe use eyther 
inbrotheryngit wrytyng bookes, with vercy ffayre haund, tnakyng 
ther own garnementes, karvyng, payntyng, or graffyng.t The 
bovrse without any sclandre or evyll ffame, and stonds in a wast 
grownde verey solitarie, kepyng suche hospitalite that except by 
synguler good provision itt cowld natt be raeynteyned with halfe 
90 muche landes more as they may spend, suche a nomhre of the 
poure inhabitantes nye therunto dayly relevyd, that we have nott 
scne the like, ha^-jiig no more landes than they have. God be 
evyn my juge, as I do WTight unto youe the trothe, and noii other 
wyae to my knowlege, whiche vere petie alloon causithe nie to 
wright. The premyssez wheroff considered, in most humble wise 
I beseche youe to be a meane unto the kynghis majestic for the 
stondyng of the seid Wolstroppe, wherby his grace shall do a myche 
gracious and a meritorius acte ffor the relefF off Ids poure subjectes 
their, and ye shalbe sure nott only to have the contynewall 
prayour of those religious persons thear, butt also the hartie prayour 
offall thenhahitantes withyniiij.orv. rayleabowt that howse. And 
this (Tor lack of ivytt 1 am bold to wright unto youe the playnes 
of my hartc, as unto hym that of all lyvj-ng creatures I have most 
assured and ffaythfull trust )ti, so knowyth our lord God, who 
have you in his most mercyfuU tuycion. From Garadon, the xix. 
day off June. 

Your bounden bedeman att comandemcnt, 

Geoboe Gyffard. 



• Woolitrape ii thovX four niilei from GrButham in Ijncolnihire, 
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On (lie9lh of July iu this jtar (153G). CromiTell naarniacd lo tbe peerage u bWMl 
Craraivell of Okebam, and henwrorwatd we ehsll alwaya liiicl Lira sddreased bj thr 
title of lord. It in a dielinction which has enabled me lo fii Ihe dale of a letf^r in 
lereral insUnues nbere it had been |ircvioual]r miatJihen. 

Ricliard Southnell, Ihe nriter of Die foUowiiig letter, irgu uoe of the coKitDiuioners 
vho were now TiHiliDg Norfolk and Cambridgeiliire. It ii hardly neecMarj to obiene 
that Walaiagham irai one of the mod fnnioag placea oF pilgrimage in England, The 
diuoverji mentioned in the letter is o ciirioiia trait of the Bcienlific purcuils of ihe 



RICUABD BOL'TBWELL TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. ful. 231.] 

It mayo please your good lordslupe to be advertised that sir 
Thomas Lestrange and Mr. Hoges, accordinge unto the seques.- 
tratyoii delegate unto them, have ben at Walsingham and ther 
aequestrcd all siiche moniiey, plat, juelles, and stuff, as ther wasse 
inventyd and founds. Emoung other thinges the same sir Thomas 
Lestrange and Mr. Hoges dyd ther fynd a secrete prevye place 
within the howse, where no diannoa nor onnye other of the 
bowse dyd ever enter, as they saye, in wiche there were in- 
atrewmentes, pottes, belowes, flyes of suche strange colers as the 
lick non of us had seene, n-ith poysies, and other thingea to 
aorle, and denyd{?} gould and sylver, nothing ther wantinge that 
should belonge to the arte of multyplyeng. Off all wiche they 
desyred me by lettres to advertyse you, and alsoo that frome the 
Satredaye at night tyll the Sondaye nest folowinge was offred • 
at ther now beinge c,xxxiij>. iiij". over and besyd wase. Of this 
moultiplyeng it raaye please you to cawse iiem to be examyned, 
and so to advertyse unto them your further pleasuer. Thus 1 
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jmye God send your good lordshipe hartye helthe. Frome my 
porc howse, this xxv. of Julii, a" xsviij". 

hmiiblye yours to coramande, 

RiC. SoUTHWKbt. 
To tliB right honernbU 
*dA mjr ■yngolcr good 
lord, Df lord prcTje 



Tfae Benedictine nunnery of Pulleivrortb in WarwJokahire, of whicli the ruini are 
MIU ootuidenble, owed iii modern foundHtioa and eirlieit endowments to the lecnod 
Bob«rt de Mansion, diitingutslied by bji turbulence in the tronblesome rcigo of king 
StepbcD. TnditioD, boweier, carries back lb? date of its original fanndition to the 
ttme of Ibe Siiont. Tbe lait nbbeis, Alicia Filiherbert, wm elected to thU office in 
M Ent <reir of Ibe reign of Henry VIll. 



TUB COMMI8HIONEB8 TO CROMWELL. 
CProm MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 310.»] 
After oure duetiea of humble recommendacion unto youre good 
lordnhip hade, it may please the same to be advertysed that we 
have suireyd the nionasterye or iiounery of Pollesworth in the 
countye of Warwike, wherin ys an abbas namyd dame Alice 
Ffitzherbert, of the age of Ix. yeres, a very sadde, discrete, and 
relygyous woman, and hath byn heed and governour their sxi'ij. 
yeres, and in the same howse under her rale ar xij. vertnous and 
religyoDS nonnes, and of good conversacion as farr as we can hero 
or perceyve, as well by our examinacions as by the open ffamc 
uid report of all the countrcy, and never one of the nonnes tliar 
will Icyve nor forsake therr Iiabite and relygyon. Wherfore in our 
opyncons, yf it niyglit so stande with your lordsliips pleuaure, ye 
mought doo a right good and nicrj-etoryous dede to )>o a medyatour 
to the kingcs htgimes for the staid house to stande and remayne 
nnauppressed ; ffor, as we thinke, ye shall not speke in the prefer- 
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ment of a better nonnery nor of better women. And in the towne 
of PoUeaworth ar xliiij. tenementes, and never a plough but one, 
the resydue be arti^'cers, laborers, and ^tellers, and lyve in effect 
by the said house, and the repayre and resorte thar ys made to 
the gentybnens childern and sudjournentes that ther doo lif to the 
nombre sometyme of xxs*'% and sometyme xl''« and moo, that 
their be right vertuously brought upp. And the towne and non- 
nery standith in a harde soile and barren ground, and to our esty- 
macions, yf the nonnery be suppressed, the towne will shortely 
after falle to ruj-ne and dekaye, and the people therin to the nombre 
of vj. or rij. score persones are nott unlike to wander and to 
seke for their lyvyng, as our Lorde Gode beste knowith, who 
preser^'e youre lordshipe in good lif and longe, with encrease of 
honour. Wrytton at Maxstoke * beside Coventre, the xxviij. daye 
of July. 

By the kinges commissioners, John Grevyll, Symond 
MouNTFORT, Thomas Holtb, Rooek Wyoston, Georoe 

GVFFARD, ROBT. BuRQOYN. 



The (allowitij; letter fumuheB iu nitb siDotlier itiBUDce of the eagemeii with irhich 
Ibe conrtieri iDi^ht aftor their ehnre iu the spoils or tbe raODltteries. >Sir ThoniH 
Eljol wu a diitingaiabed diplomalut, a man of great leimiag, and had been an ind- 
mate friend of Sir Thomas More. 



SIR THOMAS ELYOT TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. CI«Dp. E. iv. fol. 340*.] 

My moste speciall goode lorde, whereas, by your contynuell 

exercise in waighty affajTea, allso frequent access of sutars unto 

your goode lordship, I could not fynde oportunity to gyve to your 

lordship due and convenyent thankcs for your honorable and 

* Mutock, B pDriah In Warwickabire, Dwr tb« town ot Col«»hiU. 
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gentiU report to the kinges majesty on Wenysday last paasid in my 
favour, I am now constrayned to supply with my penne my sayde 
dusty, oSiyng unto your lordship all harty love and servyce that 
a poure man may ow and beare to his goode lorde and approved 
frende, which allthowgh hability lakking in me, I can not expresse 
by any benefyte, your wisedom notwithstanding, which I have 
allwgy honoured and trustid, will I doubt not accept my goode 
intent, being, I tliank Godd, ever ayncere and withoute flatery or 
Ul dissimulacion, I wisshing unto your lordship the honorable 
desyres of your hart, witli the contynuall favor of Godd and of 
your prynce. My lorde, forasmoche as I suppose thai the 
kinges moste gentiU communicacion with im, and allso his moste 
comfortable report unto the lordes of me, procedid of your afore 
remembrid recommendacions, I am animate to importune your 
goode lordship with moste harty desyres to contynue my goode 
lorde in augmenting the kinges goode estiniacioii of me ; whereof 
I promyse yow before Godd, your lordship shall never have cause 
to repent. And where I perceyve that ye suspect that I favour 
not truely Holy Scripture, I wold Godd that the king and you 
mowght see the most secrete thowghtes of my hart, surely ye 
abold then perceyve that, tlie ordre of charity savyd, I have in as 
moche detestacion as any man lyving all vayne supersticions, 
superDuouse ceremonycs, sklaunderouse jouglynges, countrefaite 
mirakles, arrogant usurpacions of men callid spirituall, and masking 
religions^ and all other abusions of Christes holy doctrine and 
lawea. And as moche I injoy at the kinges godly proceding to the 
due reformacion of the sayde enormyties as any his graces poure 
subject lyving, I therefor beseeche your goode lordship now to 
lay apart the remembraunce of the amity betwene nic and sir 
Thomas More, which was but usgve ad araa, as is the proverb, 
conaydering that 1 was never so moche addict unto hym as I was 
unto truthc arid fidelity toward my soveraigne lorde, as Godd is 
my joge. And where my special! trust and onely expectation is 
to be holpen by the meanes of your lordship, and naturall shame- 
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fastness more raigneth in me than is necessar)-, so that I wold 
not prese to the kinges majesty withoute your lordahippes assist- 
ence, unto whome I have sondrj' tymes declarid myn indigence, 
and whereof it hath hapnedjil therefor moste humWy desyre you 
my speciall goode lorde, so to bryng me into the kinges most noble 
remembrance, that of his moste bounteouse liberality it may like 
his highnesse to reward me nith some convenyent purcion of his 
snppressid landis, whereby 1 may be able to contynue my life 
according to that honest degree wherennto his grace hath calUd 
me. And that your lordship forgete not, that neither of his grace 
nor of any other persone I have fee, office, pencion, or ferme, nor 
have any maner of lucre or advauntage, besydes the revenues of 
my poure land, which are but small, and no more than I may 
therewith mayntayne my poure house. And if by your lordshippes 
meanes 1 may achieve goode effect of my sute, your lordship shall 
not fynde nie ingrate. '^nd whatsoever porcion of land that I 
shall attayne by the kynges gift, I promysc to give to your lord- 
ship the first yeres frutes, with myn assured and faithfull hart and 
servyce. * This lettre I have writen, bycause that I herd that your 
lordship went to the court ; and as for my first sute, I shall at 
your lordahippes better laysour recontynue it, trusting allso in your 
lordshippes favour therin. 

Writen at my house by Smythfeld, this Moneday. 

Yours moste bounden. 

Til. Elvot, kt. 

To my ipecixll goDile lordt 

nij lorde prjvj iwlc. 



The batlis of Buslnn, in the Peak of Ucrbj. lo wliicli ihr next 1 
freqneated u eurly as tiie times of the Britotii snd Rotnsna, to p(i| 
in common with olhrr wiUi inJ founldn*. were regiiriled willi i »np<milioui feeling. 
derived from the [lariad of Siuon [uganiim, and preaerved in tataj popular 
siei to On preaent dajr. The wella «i Biuton ■«« dedlsatcd to St. Abdo. nd 
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diUr place for dtinkiDg tlie niters ia etill called St. Anue-B Well. The abbej of Bur- 
ton npon Treat, ia StaffordthirE, va celebrated u the resting pUce of the baaes of Si. 
Modwen. Tbt image allndEd to in the folloRiiig letter probably ilood over the well, 
(till lUKrOD hj the name of Modwen's well. 



SIR WILLIAM B.^aaETT TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 238.] 

Ryght honorabuU my inesspeyciall gud lord, acordyng to my 

■ bownden dewte and the tej-nor of yowre lordachypys lettrcs lately 

to me dyrectyd, I liave sende unto yowre gud lordschyp by thys 

beyrer, my brother, Francis Bassett, the yniages off sentt Anne 

,. off Buxtone and sentt Miidwen of Burtun apon Trentt, the wych 

■jriDages 1 dyd take frome the place where they dyd stande, and 

rowght them to iny ownie bowss within xlviij*. howres after the 

9ontemp1acion of yowre seyd lordschypis lettres, in as soober maner 

B my lyttull and rude wytt wollde serve mc. And ffor that there 

Jiullde no more idolhitre and snpersticion be there usyd, I dyd 

pnott only deface the tabernacuUes and placis where tbey dyd 

stande, butt allso dyd take away truchys, schertea, and schetes, 

with wax offeryd, being thynges thatt dyd alure and intyse the 

yngnorantt pepull to the seyd offeryng : allso gyffyng the kepers 

of bothc placis admonicion and charge thatt no more offeryng 

schulld be made in those placis tyll the kyngea plesure and yowre 

lordschypis be ffurther knowen in that behallf. My lord, 1 have 

bUso lokkyd upp and sealyd the bathys and welles at Buxtons, 

thatt non schali enter to wasche tlieni, tyll yowre lordschypis 

plesure be ffurther knowne, whereof I besych yowre gud lord- 

»chyp that I may be acertanyd off agayn att yowre plesure, and I 

schall nott faylc to execute yowre lordschipis cnmmandmentt to 

the uttermust of my lyttuU wytt and power. And, my lord, as 

concernyng the opynion off the pepull and the ffonde trust that 

they dyd putt in those ymagea, and the vanyte of the thynges, thys 
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bejTTcr my brother can telle yowre lordachyp much better att large 
then I can wryte, for he was with me att the doing of all, and in all 
placis, as knott7tli Jhesu, whome ever have yowre gud lordschyp 
in hys blessyd kepyng, Wrj-tten att Langley,* with the rewde 
and sympyll hande of yowre assuryd and feythfuU orator, and as 
on ever att yowre cummandmentt next unto the kyng to the utter- 
most of my lyttull power. 

William Bassett, knyght. 



Tbe faUawIng latlir nUta to Bar7 St. EdmiuuU, one of the lirgeat n 
fonndatioDa in England, which therefore did not come under thefint act of lapii 
bat it wu TJsited for the purpoie of confiKBting iti supeiititiDBB relics. &(:. 



THE COUHIESIONEBS TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Clwp. E. iv. foL 9S9».) 
Pleasith it your lordship to be adrertysed, that wee have ben at 
eaynt Edmondes Bury, where we founde a riche sliryne whiche 
was veiy coniberous to deface. We have takyii in the seyd 
monastery in gotde and aylver m'.m'.m'.m'.m'. markes, and above, 
over and besydes a well and riche crosae with emereddes, as also 
dyvers and sundry stones of great value, and yet we have lefte the 
churche, abbott, and covent very well ffurnesshed with plate 
of sylver necessary for the same. And forasmuche as we be 
creadably informyd that thcr dyed of late ij. monkes at Ely, 
whether they dyed of the sykenes or no we knowe not as yet, 
and there hathe ben great death in the towne, notwithstondyn; 
we entende to make further serchc therein, so that if we ^de 
not the mater to muche daungerous, we wyll prosede, and els 

* Langlejr Mejrnell, about foor railca from Derb)', wu the eitate uil rmldcBM of 
Sir William BhkI. It aabieqaeotl}' puied from the Baiaeta to tl]« funiljr of 
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not untyll your pleasure be knowyn therein. And this present 
day we departe from Bury towardes Ely^ and we assure your 
lordship the abbott and convent be very well contented with 
every thyng that we have done there^ as knowith God, woo 
preserve your lordshipp. 

Your Lordeshipe moste bownden, 

John Williams. 

Ryciiard Pollard. 

PiiYLYP Parys. 

John Smyth. 



The abbey of Wobarn did not come within the Act of Parliament, but in the course 
of the Tititation crimes appear to have been laid to the charge of the inmates that were 
•■ilicient to call for its dissolution. In the present letter, the abbot and convent 
attempt to defend themselves ; but they were unsuccesful, for early in the year following 
(1537) the abbot and prior and the parson of Puddington (a parish in the neighbourhood) 
were executed at Bedford. Robert Hobs, the last abbot, is mentioned as holding that 
oflee as eariy as 15S4. 

Wolrani abbey was founded in 1145 by Hugh de Bolebeck. The estate was given to 
John lord RosseU in the first year of the reign of Edward VI., and the site of the abbey 
is now the seat of the duke of Bedford. 

The following letter is not dated, but it must have been written in the latter part of 
the |ear 1536. 

LXVIII. 

TUB ABBOT AND CONVENT OF WOBURN TO THE KING. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 96.] 

In most humble and obedient wise shewithe unto your most 
exceUent highnes your contynuall orators and daily bedemen 
thabbot and covent of your monasterie of Woburn, that whereas 
we do appercey ve by the relation of your graces commissioners 
Mr. doctour Legh and Mr. Williams, that diverse and sondrye ac- 
CQsementes have ben made upon us unto your highnes and your 

CAMD. SOC. U 
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graces most honorable counsell, concemynge manyfolde crymai, 
enormitcH, and high treaBon to your excellent maiesty, ve beynge 
inwardely atryken with sorowe and hevynes four that our desertes 
shulde he sucho that any jote of dewe obedience unto your grace 
(whom under God we do aguise to be our supreme heed, our 
comfort and joye) shulde be notyd in us, seynge we be and 
ever have ben, as we trust in God, cleane frome any auche crymes 
and enormitea, and therfor judging nothing to be so expedient 
and behovefull unto us as clerely to renounce all pretext of ex- 
cuse or trinll with your grace, by whiche we might percase in 
our default incurre your majesties high indignacion to our utter 
undoynge, do in moost humble wise and upon our knees with 
harte and mjitde submytt owr selfes and our monasterye, with 
all the moveables and unmovables therof, unto your majesties 
accustomede grace and mercy, mekely desirynge the same to 
shewe your pitie and compassion upon us in suche godly wise 
that we maye deserve to contj'newe (as we trust we have ben) 
your perpetuall orators and bedemen, and to contynewe utile 
membrcs of your commen wealthe, to the high lawde and 
praise of allraightic God, and perpetuall merite and rcnowne of 
your excellent majestic, wliom almightie God of his infinite 
grace preserve longo to endure. 

Your humble and most obedient oratours and dayly bedesmen, 
Thabbot and convent of Wobum. 



Riokanl Cromwell, tbc nepliaw of Lord Cromwell, wu one of tho 
«m{ilo][fd lo TiiiC CunbrlJgcihire uiil tbc maoistic hoa*ei in tbe Fen diitrict. The 
fbllowidg lelUr Invn him it Ramirr. The dMc of the montli woold teem to ihow 
that thia letter wu written in 1538, when liu> ISth of October wDald be on ■ TdmiIjljp. 

LXtX. 
itIOIIAHD CBDMVRLl. TO LOBD CBOUWBLL. 

[Prom MS. Cotton. Cl««fi. B. it. foL KM*.] 
I bare me most humbly commeDdyd unto your lordshipp, I 
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rods one Sondaye to Cambrige to my bedd, and the next momyng 
WH upe betymes, supposyiig to have found at Elye Mr. Pollard 
tnd Mr. Wilhams, but they were departyd bifore my commjTig, 
and »o beyng at dynner at Soraershara with the busshop of Elye 
I overtoke theym, at which tyme I openyd your })leasure unto 
them in every thyng. Your lordshipp, I thyiike, shall shortely ap- 
parsejTe the pryour of Elye to be of a froivarde sorte, by erydent 
tokens, as at our commyng home shatl)e at large relatyde unto 
youe. At the makyng herof we hadd done nothyng at Kamaeye, 
savyng that over nyght I commenyd with the abbot, wbome I 
found conformable to every thyng as sbalbc at this tyme put in 
ure, aocordyng as your lordshipps will is. Assoiie as we liave done 
at Ramsey we go to Peterborough, and frome thense to my house, 
Imd so home, the which I trust shalhe at the farthest one tliia 
daye come sevyn days, Thus the blessyd Thrynytye preserve 
your Iordsbii»ps helth. From Ramseye, on Tewyadny in the nior- 
nyng, beyng the xvth of Octobre. 

Your lordshipps most bounden nephcwe. 

Rich. Cromwell. 




¥ 



m two ant letteri are from Hugh Lalimcr. blihop of Woresater, tnd relite cbitAJ 
Id Ihc rcligiout mBtleri lad to the moDBvtic bouaei towards tbc bordcri of Wilci. 
Thcj beu- no d*te of year, bot tliey mult beloDg to tb« lut nionthB of 153(i. 



BISHOP LATYMBB TO CROMWELL. 
[Prtin M8. Cotton. Cleop, E. iv. fol. lay.] 
Ryght honorable, salutem in Christo, and, syr, when I was with 
yOttf lordshype laste you were dcsyrows to kno where you mygbt 
hire good monkcs. 1 tellyd you of too with ray lord of Westniy- 
■tcr, I colde natt then name them to you, butt now I can ; the 
won ys callyd Goorson, the other Clarke, both bachelars of divi- 
nitet well lemyd, of ryght jugment, and very honeatc men. The 
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prior of CoveiitrC)* as I here say, ys dede ; the matter ys sum- 
ivliatt eiityrd with the kynges grace and lyke to goo forward^ 
yf you putt thertoo your helpynge hande, I dowght natt butt my 
brother abbott of Weatmyater, as yll as he myght spare them, 
yett wyll forgoo them for such a purpas, butt much the rather yf 
he perceve your pleseur therin. 

I wold have waytyd uppon your lordshyppe my selfF, as my dewty 
hade byn, butt sewrly, syr, I doo whatt I can to able my selff to 
stande iu the pidpytt uppon Tewsday. I am in a fayntt wery- 
nesse over all my boody, butt cheffly in the small of my backe, 
butt I have a good nursshe, good mastrcss Pasham, wych, 
Beynge whatt casse I was in, hath fachyd me hoom to here owne 
howssc, and doth pympur me upe with all dylygeucc, for I fere a 
consumption, butt ytt makyth lytull matter for me. I pray God 
presen'e your lordshyppe longe iu lielth, to all such good purposes 
as God hath urdenyd you too. 

In master Pashames howsse, 

H. Latymer, Wigorn. 
viij of Noverab. 



Great Matiern nu a celebrated priory, fouaded ibont the year 1083. At prcHnt 
there Hre little remaiui, eicept the priory church, which wai preierred for the dh o( 
the poriih, ■nil ii ■ ver; handsome buildiag. The prior at [bis time wu Thoima 
Dcrohnm, vhd wBi iDccceded immediittely before the diuolution by Richard Wby- 
thornc aliai Bcdyl. 

LXXI. 
DISKOP LATIUSR TO CROHWELL. 

CProm MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. t*. fol. 2H.] 

Right honorable, salulem in Salvalore, and, syr, I have to thanke 
your good lordshype ffor many thynges, ande now a laitt ffor 

■ Tbomw WylTunl. oho vu succeeded by Tbamu Camiwell, CviubeIc, or Kampa. 
well (the oaaic ap|<ears differently wrillcn), lo that biabnp Lallmet'i recoamundatieD 
Wit not G>ni«d lalo effect. 
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Hit synguler goodnesse showyd (as I undyrstand) to master 

icy, a right good geiitUniaii, snde also toward master Acton, 
another of the same sortt, butt of thys my dewtye moor att moor 
leyaer. And yett thus much now I wyll say, ande natt say it alone, 
butt with many, tliat your lordshype won man have promotyd 

,ny moo honeste men synyste God promotyd you, then hath 
lany men doon hefoore your tyme thowgli in licke authorite 
with you, tanupiam non tibi nalva soli, sed muUorum commodo .- 
effiaat qui omnia facit vt in etindem Jinem diutissime vivat domi- 
naiio tua, ul sic inter nobUea nobiiissimua evadas, quum quidern 
nihil essepossit nobilivs quam bonoa viros evehere, malos autem re- 
primere, id quod libi hactenua vauvenit plus omnibua faccre. 

Butt now, ayr, another thynge, that by your favour 1 myght 
be a motionare unto you, at the reqweste of an honeste man, the 
prior of Grett Malveme in my diucese, thowgh natt of my dio- 
cese, referryiige the successe of the hooll matter to your ownly 
approvyd wyssdoom and benynge goodnesse in every casse, flFor 
I kuoo that I doo play the ffowll, butt yett with my foolysslmesse 

el sumwhatt qwyett an unqwyett man and mytygatt hys hev^-nesse, 
Vbich I am bold to doo with you, ffor that I kno by experience 
your goodnesse, that you wyll here with fowlles in tlier frcylnesse. 
Thys man both herytli and ferytli (as he sayth) the suppressione 
of hys howsse, wich, thowgh he wyll be conformable in all 
poynttea to the kynges hynesse plesewr, and youres, ons knoyn, 
Bs both I advertysyd hym, ande also hys bownden dewtye ys to 
be, yett neverthelesse yf he thowght hys interjiryessc sluild natt 
be mystake nor turne to ony displesewr, he wold be an humble 
sewter to your lordshype, and by tlie same to tlie kynges good 
grace, for the upstandynge of hys forsayd howsse, and contynu- 
ance of the same to many good purjmsesse, natt in roonkrye) 
he maynyth natt soo, God forbyd, butt uny other ways as shuld 
be thowght ande seymc good to the kynges majestye, as to 
mayntayne techynge, prechynge, studye with prayyngc, ande 
(to the which he ys much gyv-ync) good hownkopyngc, ffor to 
the vertu of hospitalitye he hatbe byn grctUy inclynyd from hys 
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begynnynge, ande yt very much commendyd in tbea partees for 
the same ; to that if ccccc. markes to the kyngu favneue, with 
cc. marlces to your selOe for your ^od wyll, royght occaaione tfa« 
promatione of hys intentt, att lestc way for the tyme of hys 
lyffe, he dowbtytii natt to make hys frendea for the same, jt ao 
lytoll cold bringe boo much to passe. The man ys old, a good 
faowakepere, fedyth many, and tliat dayly^ for the contreth yi 
poore and full of penurye ; ande, alas ! my good lord, shall ire 
nat see ij. or iij. in every shyrc cliangyd to such remedy^. 

Tlius too thys honeste man is importunyte hath browght me 
beyounde my dewtye, savynge for the confydence and truste 
that I have always in your beuingnytye. As he hathe knolc^ 
frooni you, soo be wyll prepare for you, ever obedyentt to 
your advertyessment. Syr Wylbam Kyngston can make re* 
portt of the man. God prospere you to the utterynge of all 
hoolow harttes. Blessyd be God of Englande that workyth 
all, hows instrumente you be I I herde you say wons aftur you 
hade sene that furyowa invectyve of cardynall Pooll, that you 
wold make hym to ete liys owne hartt, which you hare now, [I 
trow,] browght to passe, for he must£ [nedes] now ette hys owne 
hartt, and be[cum as] hartlesse as he ys gracelessc. 

H. L. WiooB, 
13 Decemb. Hartl.'' 



The priory of Unod, b Lcice>tenhirc, wa* foanded bj Richard Buael tad Mind 
Ui wife »liout lias. The lile of the priorjr of Utmd. with lU belonglag to it, wu 
gruiled by Henrj Vltl. to Lord CromweU. 

John Smith, the wril«r of the following letter, hu slready occurred u one of lh« 
coDimiiaioneri in Norfolk. The letter wds sildresaed to liU brother.b-Uw Francit 
CsTe, one of the king'i comnilM<on«n for tkklng the (atreoder of the rtUgiooi honui. 



LXXII. 

JOHN 8U1TH TO FRANCIS CAVB. 

[Prom MS. Cotton. Cleop, E. iv. fol. 21T.»'] 

My hartie recommendaciona to yow premyssed, this is to 

* Uutlcbnfr, Uie paUw of tlic bidwpi of Worccitw. 
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tjw yow that uppon Wenysday Ust I receyvyd your lett«r, and 
•yns the receyte therof I have iiidevored my selfF to the best of 
my power accordyng to theffecte therof ; and as concemyng the 
priory of Lawnd, I liave caused too honest persons to vewe the 
demaynes of the same, and wheras the seid demeynes withe 
Wbatbore * flfelde, were wont and accustemyed to kepe this tyme 
of the yere too thowsande sheipe or very nere, ther be at thys 
■cant ffyve hunderde sheipe, of the wiche I suppose the one daye 
balff of them be not the priores ; and wheras the seid prior was 
Bccoatymed to kepe uppon his comynes in Loddj'ngton ffeld 
Syve hunderd sheipe, ther is at this daye not one sheipe ; and 
wheras the seid prior was accustymed to have uppon his comyns 
inFrysby ffeld a fRocke of sheipe, ther is at this day non. And as 
concemyng beys, all ffatc beys, excepte a very ffewe for the howse, 
be sold, and mych of the atuf of howshold is conveyd awey, wiche 
sheipe, beyse, and howshold stuf was sold and coveyed beffore the 
last geyng of the priori to Londone, and in the tyme of his beyng 
tber; but syns his comyng home I cane not lemo that he hathe 
made aweye any catall, except certeyn of the best mylche kye he 
hade and one bull, wiche 1 am informyd he cawsed to be con- 
veyed the flirst nyght that he came ffirom Londone to Loddyngton. 
And as concemyng the plate, the prior told me that he hade made 
hit awey a good whyll agoo, to the intent to have redemyd his 
howse, if itt wold have bene, except the juclles and plate of 
chirche, wiche I am informyd remayns stylle. And as for his 
horsez, he told me that he had gyven to dyvers of hys servauntes 
every of them a geldyng, and that I thyncke ther rema)'nd but a 
ffewe good. And as concemyng leices, I thyncke ther be non 
btten owt of the demeynes, except hit be tythis, wiche I thynk 
wera grauntyd, hut uppon condicion, as I suppose the partyes, if 
thei be well cxamyned^ wyll conifessc. And as concemyng Lod- 
dyngton, 1 understand ther be dyvers leices graunted of certeyn 
qlowaeaandofthe mylles ther, wiche I thyncke wcer lykwyse letten 
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but uppon condicion, wiclie leysez were grauiityd beffore the pnores 
gojTg to Londone, but, as I am informyd, thei weer not all dely- 
verd tyll the priores comyng whom agayn. Syns the priores 
retom from Londone, I thynckether were no leyces sealed. Not- 
withstandyng I have perffyt knowlege tljat the priore hatlie bene 
sore in hand with his bretber, ayna his comyng whom, to have 
a leace seaiyd of all his purchesed lond in Alstyd and other townez 
adjonj-ng, for on of his kynneamen, wheninto his brether wyll not 
agree as yet, Isccawse hit is imresonable, as his brether report. 
This is all that I have aeye at this tyme, but as I lenie so shall 1 
certyffy yow. I trust I shall lerne more agaynst the kyngea 
comyssyoners comyng, as knoytbe our Lorde, who kepe yow. 
From Withcoke, • the xxij. day of December. By your lovyng 
brother, 

John Smyths. 



It r«qiured little forcsiebt to perccite that the larger ibbeji moEt taan fallow their 
•rekker brethren, and wc find the abbots tod priora, ia their coniteniatiUD, attetaptiiig 
every meane of couciliating and appeasing the goiernment : tlic represaion of the groat 
iDsurrcction in tlie north hod left them more than ever cjpoied to tbe king's rexent- 
ment. Id tlie fotlowing letter nc »ee the abbot of the great ninnastje eslabligbuicnl in 
the fona of Lincolnahire (the early foundatioD of St. Gulhlnc) altenpting to coociliale 
Ihr good-will of the all-powerful miniater bj a present of 6»h. The abbot of CrofUnd 
wu John Welles aliat Bridgca. 

LXXIII. 

THE ABBOT OF CROYLAND TO CROMWELL. 

(From. MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol, 57.*] 

With (lew reverence I commaund me unto yowr honorable 

iordshipe, humblye asserteynyng the same that 1 sende yowr 

lordshipe by this herar parte of owr fenne fyshe, ryght mekely 

hesechyng yowr lordahip favorablye to aL-cepte tbe same fyshe, and 

to be gud and favorable lorde unto me and my pore house, in such« 

cause OS I heraftir shal have cause to scwe unto your gud lord- 
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■hip, and I with my bretherii shall daily pray to owre Lord God 
for the long contynuaunce of your good lordship in helth. At 
Croyland, the sxv'"^ day of Merche. By yowr dayly oratour. 

John, abbot. 



ir part of the year 15.1T. the two Urje CisteroisD abbeyi in Lancasliire. 
^'•ad Farnesf, came into the king's hands. The former of thtrse liouwa nas 
Knt founded at Stonlaw in Cheshire, shout A.D. 1173, vheace it «iu rcmoted to 
VhiHtj ia 1^96. The laat abbot, Jolin Putea. elected to that ofBce in l.'ioe, wai 
etwvted on the IStb of March, 1537. at Wbatley. baling been concerned io the 
rabclUon called the Pilgrimage of Grace. The abbej of FumesB. doit remarkable for 
Itl fine mini, wat quietly lurrendered by the last abbot, Roger Pjrie, and his brethren, 
n appears bj the following docnment. Purneisnbbey was founded in lli;7 by Stephen, 
ban earl of BoulognE, but sobaequently king of Englnnd. 

LXXIV. 

REPORT OF THE SURRENDER OF FURNE88 ADBEY. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. (ol. 946.] 

M"*. at Whalley abbay, the Thursday beyng the v"" day off 

Aprill, in the xxviij'^. yere of our soverand lord kyng Henrie 

viijt''. that I, Roger abbot of the monasterie of Fumes, knawyng 

Uio mysordcr and evyll hff both unto God and our prynce of the 

bredren of the said monasterie, in dischargyng of my conscience 

doo frely and hoUie surrender, giff, and graunt unto the kyngea 

bighnes, and to his lieyres and assignes for evermore, all suche 

interest and titill as I hare had, have, or may have, of and in the 

uud monasterie of Furnes, and of and in the landes, renttes, pos- 

■easionH, revenous, servyces both spirituall and temporall, and of 

and in all goodcs and cattalles and all other thj-ng whatsoever 

St be, belongyng or in ony ii-iae appcrteynj-ng to the said mo- 

noBterie and every part and parcell tlicrof, in as large ami ample 

Lioaner and forme as ever I hade or aught to have of and in the 

■ o!iy part or parcell therof by ony mnner of mcancs, 

^U, interest, gift, graunt, or othervise, permlttyng and byndcyng 

CAHD. soc. . X 
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my selff by tties presentes that from hensfurth I shnll at all tymes 
and in all places, whansooever I shalbe called uppon, be redye 
and glad to conferme, ratefie, and astabilishc this my dcyd, purpos, 
Diynd, and intent, as shalbe devised by the lerned counsell of the 
kynges said highnes, wiche commyth firely of my selff and without 
ony inforcement, in consideracion of the evyll dissposicion of the 
bredren of the said nionasterie, as is aforesaid ; in wittynes wherof 
herunto I have subscribed my name, and writtyn this byll with 
myn awn [hand] , the day, yere, and place bcforsaid, in the presence 
of the right honorable lord my lord therle of Sussex, the kynges 
leuetenaunt within this countie of Lancaster, and abo in the pre- 
sence of sir Thomas Buttcler, sir Wdllam Leyland, Mr. Johan 
Cladon, clerk, sir Johan Beron, and sir Antony Fitzherbert, one 
of the kynges justicis, beyng of the kynges counsell within the 
said countie, who hereunto have also put to the}T handes to 
testefie the same. 

Per me, Rooekl^m ahbatem Fumesii. 

ROBERTL-S St'SSHX. 

Antony Fitzherbert. 
Wylliam Leyland, 
Henr. Fahuynoenk. (?) 
JoHON Clavdbn, prest. 



The n«it letter relates to ■ am&ll priory in Norfolk, Ne«btidg«, of the biitory of 
which Tcry little ii Imown. He duke of Notfolk appekn to han wiihed to protect It 
hj giTing op Toluatarilj to the miniiter ■ ihire in the patroaage. 

LXXV. I 

THE DUKE OF NORFOLS TO CROMWELL. 
[Prom MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. tv. tot. 41.*] 
My veray goode lorde, after my herty commendations auto 
your good lordship, tbiese shalbe tadvcrtise the same that it is 
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5 unto my knowleage, by the relation of the berers hereof, 
!iat the priour of the house of Newburgh, beyng of my fundation, 
y departed this world ; and albeit of many yeres heretofore 
i hath not ben seen contrary but the religiouse personea of the 
me in such like cases have ever furst repaired unto me and 
myne auiicetours for our consent as patrone of the same, and 
theruppoii to tliarcbebushoppe of Yourke for their confirmation, 
j'et nowe, forasnaoche as they knowe not howe to use them- 
selffes {considering the kinges highnes hath jjlenariam poteatatem 
in such cases) any further than as I shall directe them, I have 
therfore thought convenient at this present to sende them to your 
good lordshippe, requiring the same to take such good order with 
them therin as by your great wisdome shalbe thought most ex- 
pedient, and in such sorte as the same be not to the hurt or 
prejudice of any my right and title in the saide house, wherunto 
! doubte not but ye woll have good respecte accordingly. My 
good lord, considering as well that the said house is far indebted 
and behynde hande by the great mysorder and negligence of the 
saide late priour there, as also that none of that house is mete to 
be rewler therof, beyng of such sorte as not lik of long tyme 
tamende and restore the same to his pristine estate, I require 
you therfore, my good lorde, to handle them by all the policie ye 
can, that they at their retourne from you may frelye put the 
niatier of ther election in compromission to us twoo, to thentent 
that we boothe conjoinctly togeyther may so order the matier as to 
ua shalbe thought most convenient; and of your procedinges 
n-ith them herein I require you of advertisement. And thus 
DioMt hertily fare ye well. From Kenyngale, the xij''' dale of April!. 
Yours Rssewredly, T. Nobffolk. 

' My lordj if ye shall fynde any diffycultc in them to consent to 
compromytt this mater to us ij., I requyre you to retome them to 
me hither, trustyng to reforme their folies, little gode discreciun 
being in any of them, as I thynk. 
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In the mmmer of tbb jrew (1537) began the second grest TiaitBtioH of the moiias- 
tcriw, preparatory to the final tneoaure oraappreaeion. LajtoD and Legh, «1io in the 
folloitiag letter solicit their commiEuan, were from beginiog to end t«o of the moat 
BCtite Bgentaofthe court. It was during tbU vititation, which con tinned throngh the 
year 1538, that eo mnny houeea fere persuaded or compelled to u voluntary sur- 



DR. LAYTON TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cutton. Cleop. E. iv. fal. 10.] 
Pleasit yowe to understonde, that whereas ye intende shortly 
to visite, and be lyke shall have many sutters unto yowe for the 
same to be your commiasares, if hit myght stonde with your pleasure 
that doctor Lee and I niyght have conimittyde unto us the north 
centre, and to begyii in Lincolne dioces northwardea here firom 
London, Chester dioces, Yorke, and so furthe to the borders of 
Scotlande, to rj'de downe one syde and to cum up the other, ye 
ahalbe well and faste assuryde that ye shall nother fynde moiike, 
chanone, frear, prior, abbott, or any other of what degree so ever 
he be, tliat shall do the kynges hyghnes so goode ser\'j-s in this 
matter for thos partties, nether be so trusty, trewe, and faithful! 
to yowe in the same, doj-ng all thynges so diligently for your par- 
pos and your discharge. And forasmuche as the kynges hyghnes 
hath put his oncly truste in yowe for the reformacion of his 
clergie, gj'vyng yowe therunto onely auctoritie and power, ye 
tnuste have suchc as ye may trust evyn as well as your owne self, 
wiche muste be unto yowe as aller ego. Doctor Lee and I have 
onely bene preferryde to the kynges servys by yowe, et te solum 
ab eo tempore in huncuagiie diem habuimua Mcecefiatevi el tmicum 
palrotMin, nee alium unijvam habituri. Owre desier is, therfor, 
nowe to declare unto yowe owre trewe herttes and faithfutl mynde, 
owre faste and unfajTiede servys that we here towardes yowe, and 
owe unto yowe, as ye have of ryglit bownde ua. Ther ys nother 
monasterie, selle, priorie, nor any other religiouso howse in the 
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Inortli; but other doctor Lee or I have familier acqwayntance 
wthin X. or xij. mylles of hit, so that no knaveric can be hyde 
bom us in that contre, nor tlicr we cannot be over fayssede nor 
suffer any maner injurie. We knowe and have experiens bothe of 
the fossion off the contre and tlie rudenes of tlie pepull, owre 
frendes aiid kynsfookes be dispersyde in thos parties in evere 
place redy to assyste us if any stoborne or sturdy carle myght 
perchaunce be fownde a rebeUous. If ye hade leisure to overlooke 
the booke of articles that I made for your visitation this tyme xij. 
monethes, and to marke evere sondrie interrogatorie therin wryt- 
tyn, dowtlca ther is matter sufficient to detecte and opyn all 
coloryde sanctitic, all supersticiouse rewlles of pretensyde religion, 
and other abusys detestable of all sorttes, hether[to] clokydc and 
coloryde by the reformitors (so namede) of evere religion wiche 
ever, by frendeshipe, tyll this day hath founde craffty meanys to 
be ther owne visiters, therby no reformacion intendyng nother 
goode religion (if any be) to incresse, but onely to kepe secrete 
all matters of mischeffe, with muche privey murmuryng emong 
them selffes, sellyng ther jewelles and plate to take half the valew 
for redy money, with gret rewyne and dekay of ther howsis, 
wiche muste nedes yet continewe and indure dayly more and 
more with incresse, unleste ye nowe sett to yowr helpyng hande, 
and with expedicion spedy and efftsones tendre the premisses. 
MoBtc humble desieryng yowe to take no displeasure with this 
my nide and plnyne letter, thus boldely utteryug unto yowe my 
intire mynde and conaayte, referryng all to your wisdom and 
goodnes. This Friday, the iiij"" day of June, by the hasty hande 
of your moste assuryde poir preste, 

Rycharde Layton. 



Tlie large and celebrated abbt? of Jorvouli, JgrlBDi, or JonRUei, in Yotkibire, wu 
tlao forfeited b; tlie atluniler of it> abbot, who ma brooght to the uafliilil fur the 
^t b« li«d taken in the Pilgrimage of Grace. Salli; ot Sawlojr Abbey, ia Cnteni In 
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LBTTSRS REL. 



1 TO THE 



the Weal Ridiog of Yorkebire, wis founded by William de Percy in 1146 or 114T. 
The last abbot, Williun TraSaid, was bulged at Lancaater for bis oppoiition to the 
meaiares of tbe court. Tbe site of Sallij wag giiea to Sir Arthar Darcy, the writer 
of the foUowiog letter, who wag the aeconrl son of Sir Tliomss Darcjr, cmt«d bttoa 
Darey of Darcy, on the accession of Henry VIll. who bad been iavoWed alga in tbe 
Filgrimage of Grace, and delivered up Pontofract Castle to tbe rebels. Sir Arthur 
Darcy appears on the pre»eot occasion lo baTe been sent to the North to aid in 
padfying the country after the mppression of the Tebellion. 



SIB ARTHUR DARCY TO CROMW8LL. 

[Cott. MS. Cleop. E. it, p. 840.] 

Yt schall lyke your honourabyll lordschypp to be advertyssyd, 
that I was with my lorde lewtenant att the suppressyon off Ger- 
Tayes, whyche howea within the gatt ys coveryd wholly with leadd^ 
and ther is oon off the ffayrest chyrches that I have sseen, ffayr 
medooze, and tlie ryver runnyng by ytt, and a grett demayne. 
The kynges hyenes is att greatt charge with hys sstoodes off mares, 
att Thornhery and other placys, whyche arr ffyne growndes, and I 
thynke thatt att Geirayes and in the grangyea incydent, with the 
helJp off ther grett large commones, the kjTiges hyenes by good 
oversseers schoUd have ther the most best pasture thatt scholld be 
in Yngland, hard and sownd off kJ^ld ; ffor ssurly the breed off 
Gervayes ffor horses was the tryed breed in the northe, the Stallones 
and marees well saoortyd, I thj-nke in no reallme scholld be ffownd 
the lykes to them, ffor ther is large and hye growndes ffor the 
Bsomer, and in wynter wooddes and low growndes to serve them. 
My lord, by my lord lewtenant I have restytucyon off a grett part 
off my goodes att Coverham. From Gervayes I went to Sallay, 
wher I inqueryd owtt a chalyce thatt was brybbed ffrome the kyng 
affor the ssuppresayon off the howes, and allso I have ffownd a 
booke off dettes belongyng to the howes, and ther is a harkhawes 
stoord with leddyr. I requyre yowr lordschypp to send to me 
your pleassure wbatt I schall doo therin. 
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My good lord, I requyre yow to gett me lycenes ffor xiiij. d&yes 
■ to cam upp to dyaapache me off dettes thatt I ow. Off my ffiiythe, 
I never brake so muche credence as I have lattly doon. I have 
dessyrd Mr. Jolymentt to remember yowr lordschj-pp ffor my 
cawssys. Offtrewthe, my lord, I doo wast the kynges money here 
att Pomffrett ; ffor off a trewthe tlie contreyea in the northe waa 
never in a moore dredeffull and trew obbeysance. 

My lord, I bessycbe jow be good lord to me : ytt is achewd to 
me thatt the kynges hyenes wolld ageyn survey my landes, and 
fferther Mr, chansslcr dyd send to me thatt ytt was tboght thatt 
I had dysseyvyd the kyng. My lord, ye know thatt 1 myght 
have hadd seynt Lenardes, whiche is better by iij"^ morkes then 
my landes in the ffyrst survey. I dyd reffuze thatt; and on my 
fiaythe I never knew whatt SalJey was, tyll ytt was grauntyd. M, 
Fermer and M. Montagew wolld have gyffyn syx c. markes 
yerly ffor Grenessnorton ; and in consyderacyon theroff, and with 
my wyffe in maryage, the kynges hyenes gave me my landes wn- 
saurveyd. Yff ytt be the kynges pleasure to have my rentalles, appon 
my lyff I schall not lye, butt brj'ng them my sellfe, and hys grace 
schall have all thynges att hys conssyence and pleasure, as know- 
ythe God, who ever pres serve 30W withmyche honorr. The viij, 
day off Juyn. 

30wra humbly till comandment, 

Arthur Dabcy. 



A grot ihimbliDg block witb King Henry VIII . vm the qneition of the mtrmge of 
the elersj. He appein to have beea Blmyi Btrougly opposed to the nurriige ot 
ftitttM (■ untiment in which ha daughter EUubetb olio partook) ; bat bating it odo 
fimsgireii mme reuon for thinkiag that he waa not sTcrae to lOch marriugcB, mnnjr 
Of tba dergjr BOtod aecordingly, and became thereby iniolved id conaiderible cmbar- 
ri Willi lilt Ths dite of the two roUowiDg letters ig somewhat doDbtful, but the; 
■ppeM to bdoDg to the preieat year. The vicsr of Mcndleiham in Suffolk, and Jobu 
F««tcr, preaeot initancea of piieit* irha ventured to contract marrjagei ; and the pre. 
dpltuey with which the latter put away bia partner on leamlag bii miitake, b ei> 
_ tnmelj amuiing. 




With moste humble recommendacions, plese it your grace, 
my lord, to be advertyscd, that the vicar off Mendyllsham, my 
neybour, hath nowe at the feste off Penticoste laste passyd browght 
home hys woman and chyldern into hys vicarage, opynly de- 
claryng how he is mared wnto her, and sche is hys lawfull wyflF. 
Thys acte by hym done is in thys countre a monster, and many 
do growge at it. But for that he reportyth that the kynges 
grace doth know he is maryd, men do refrayne to do that theyre 
harttes wold serve theym to do ; and as to our ordynary, he dare 
do no thyng, I moste lowly bescclie your grace that I may know 
your plesure whatte is beste to be done for the reformacion off 
hys opyn cryme, whychc is abomjTiable in the jugement off the 
laye peopell ; and hys ensample wnponnyched shall be occacion 
for other camall evyll dysposed prestes to do in lyke maner, 
whyche God defend, and preserve your grace in helth, with long 
prospenis lyffe, the joye future trustyd apon not therby in any 
wyse minysched. Wrytyn the xij'l' day off June. 

Your humble dayly bedysman, 

powre Thomas Tyrell. 



LXXIX. 

JOHN POSTER TO CROUWBLL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleiop. E. iv. fol. 116*.] 

Tn my moste humblyst wyse, I beyng not so bold as to appere 
before youre lordschyp untyll your plesure is knowyn, feere 
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sett appartt, nede compellythe me to wrytt. Thys last Lentt I 
dyd no lesse then wrytt, and also to your presence I dycl approche, 
suyng for your lordachyppys gracyous servyce; but now my sute 
ys muche other, for my dysfortune hathe byn to have conceyvyd 
untruly Goddys worde, and not only with yntellectyon to have 
thought yt, but exteryally and really I have fulfyllyd the same. 
' For I aa then beyng a presste have accompleschyd maryage, nothyng 
pretendyng but as an obedyentt subyect ; for yf the kyngys grace 
could have founde yt laufull that prestya raught have byn 
maryd, they wold have byn to the crowne dubbyll and dubbyll 
faythefuU ; furste yn love, secondly for fere that the bysclioppe of 
Rorae schuld sette yn hys powre unto ther desolacyon. But now 
by the noyse of the peopull I perseyve I have dunne amysce, 
which saythe that the kyngys erudyte yugementt with all hys 
cowncell temperall and spyrytuall hathe stableschyd a contrary 
order, that all preatys schalbe separat by a day ; with which order 
I have contentyd my aelfe, and as sone as I herde yt to be tru 
I aentt the woman to her frendys iij. score mylys from me, and 
spedely and with all celeryte I have resortyd hether to desyre the 
kynges hyghtncs of hys favour and absolucyon for my amysce 
doyng, prayng and besecbyng your lordschypps gracyous cumfort 
for the optaynytig of hys gracyous pardon, and I schalbe your 
bounden servauntt yn hartt and also yn contynuall aerv^'ce, yf 
yt achall please your gracyous lordscbypp to accept yt, duryng 
my lyfe. Wryttyn the xviij. day of June. 

Youre bounden for ever, 

John Foster. 



Tbe utxt letter reUWi to the nionk« of the Charter Houen in London, who oon- 
tlBucd atill in the king'a diipleosure. One or two Icttcn ou the uma ni^ta hive 
•iRulj been givea iu the earlier part o( the pre«Dt volume. 

CAUD, 80C. Y 
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BBDVLL TO CROMWKLL. 



[From MS, CoEbni. Cteop. B. i 



'ol. HIT.] 



My very good lord, after my moost hertie commendations, it 
shall pleace your lordship to understand that the monkea of the 
Charterhouse here at Londone, whiche were committed to Newgate 
for thaire traitorus behavor long tyme continued against the kinges 
grace, be almoost dispeched by thand of God, as it may appere to 
you by this byll inclosed, whereof, considering thaire behavor and 
the hole mater, I am not sory, but wold that at suche as love not 
the kinges hignes and his wordly honor were in like cans. My 
lord (as ye may) I desire you in the wey of charite, and none other 
wise, to be good lord to the priour of the said Charterhouse, 
whiche is as honest a man as ever was in that habite (or els I am 
muche deceyved), and is one whiche never offended the kinges 
grace by disobedience of his lawes, but hath labored very sore 
continually for the reformation of his brethem. And now at the 
last, at myn exhortation and instigation, constantly moved, and 
finally persuaded his brethem to surrender thaire house, landes, 
and goodes into the kinges handes, and to trust only to his mercy 
and grace. I beseche you, my lord, that the said priour may be 
so entreated by your lielp, that he he not sory and repent that he 
hath fered and folowed your sore wordes and my gentil exhorta- 
tion made unto him to surrender his said house, and thinke that 
he might have kept the same, if your lordship and I had not led 
him to the said surrender. But suerly (1 beleve) that I knowe 
the man so well, that howsoever he be order he wolbe contented 
without grudge ; he is a man of suche charite as I have not seen 
the like. As towching the house of the Charterhouse, I pray 
Good, if it shal pleace the king to alter it, that it may be turned 
into a better use (aeing it is in the face of our werls), (?) and muche 
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tommunication wol run thereof throughout this realrae ; ffor Lon- 
Kione is the common countrey of al England, from whiche is de- 
rived to al partes of this reahne al good and yll occurrent here. 
From Iiondone, the xiiij''' day of Juny. 

By your lordships at commandemeiit, 

Thomas Bedyll. 



The following letter is one of man; which will labaeqaenll; occur reUdog (o the 
BUner in which the miaor uticlBS of monutic [iraperly were disposed of. The 
BKHuHerj of LeiceiCer ttlluded to, wu thst of St. Mnrj de Pratis, Dear tLe town, 
ftmided in II 43 bj Robert le Bohu, cirl of LeicMter. 
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7BANCIB CAVE TO CROMWELL. 



[Prom MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 315.*] 



My most bownden dutye rememberyd, this is to advertis yower 
good lordshippe of the hole estate of the late monastery of l,ey- 
ceater, in the wiche we have taken the surrender and feyne of 
tbabbott an convent, and iJie wrytinges therof be in my custodye. 
By yower lordshippes goodiies towardes me I now ame in the pos- 
Bcasion of the house and all the dcmeynes wiche was unlet at 
the tyme of owrc repare thether. We also fownde the house 
indettj'd to dyvers creditors in iiij'^.xj". x*. over and besydes 
certen summes of money the house was indettyd to the kynges 
heyghnes, wherof we make no reconinge of; and for the dis- 
irgc therof, we have made sale of the stoke and store, withe 
hotishuldstuSe and omamenttes of the churche, wiche amotinte 
ito ccxxviij". The plate is onsolde, wiche maister Freman 
takitbe the charge of, and is valuyd at by weyght cilij^x'". The 
leade by estymation is valuyd at m". ; the belles at iiij'*viij". 
jjDT the discliargeynge of thabbott, convcntt, and servanttes of the 




LKTTXBa «BIJ.TIItO TO THK 



I 

^bt^ BMHtkstery, then faaithe beyne p*y<te, m dothe apere more 
{■itienlBriy bv th« boake we send yower lordshippe, cxlix". ; and 
Ibntnnodie as tbabbott hai^e nott reccyryd of has in redy 
money boK xx*, be haitbe rw^oywde me to dearer yotver lord- 
shippe to be so good lorde onto hym be may bave xx". or t»-entie 
miukes more. The churcbe and boose remenythe as yet ar.de- 
fiu:ede ; and in tbe chinjw be meny thyi^es to be maide sale of, 
for tbe wiche yt may plese yower Uwdsfaippe to lett me koawe 
yower jJeysure, xs well for tbe hither sale to be made as for tbe 
dela^ge of ibe cbircfae and otber s u perfaos byldingea wiche be 
abowte tbe mon&slcry. A bundritbe maikes veriy will not sa»- 
tej-DC tl>e cbiu^es in reparyng tbis house, rf all byldinges be lett 
standc, as rower lonlshi{^ shall knowe more bereafter. Tbus I 
pny Jbesus lon^ to preserre yow in beltbe withe mucbe bonore. 
Wnttcn at tbe late monastery of Leyeester, the xxii"" day of 
Augnstr, by yower ktrdshipes nxist bovoden serrantt, 

Fb&ukcis Cavb. 



> Oc KcbcUiao at ISaS. 



I-XXSII. 
UICHARD DEt.LAST8 TO CKOMWCL,!. 

iTnm MS. Cotw^. Cbop. K. ,». fcL 941,] 

» B«»od lonkhip to be advertysed, I have token 
mpt Jarvaxe, and maid it in pecys of bjf foden, 
"^tytbe (o the nombre of rebleii skore and fyre 
ttye and tfowre foders and a half that we» 
§«1m aaid Icade c*n not be conTeit nor caryed 
Ifr **«= ways m that cowntre are so foulc 
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and deape that no caryege can pnaae in wyntre. And as concer- 
ninge the rasing and takyn down the howse, if it be your lordships 
pleasour, I ame myndet to let it staunde to the sprynge of the yere, 
by reason the daya ar now bo short, it wolde be doble charges to 
doo it now. And as conceminge the sellyng of the belles, I can 
not sell them above xv'. the howndrethe, wherin I wolde gladly 
knowe your lordships pleasour whether I shuld sell them after that 
pryce, or send them up to London ; and if they be sent up, 
surely the caryage wolbe costly frome that place to the water. 
And as for Byrdlington, I have doyn nothing there as yet, but 
Bparythe it to Marche next, bycause the days now are so short ; 
and frome suche tyme as I begyn, I trust shortlye to dyspache it, 
after suche fashon, that when all is fynished, I trust your lordship 
shall think that I have ben no evyll howsband in alt suche 
tbinges as your lordship baithe appoynted me to doo. And thus 
the Holye Gost ever preserve your lordship in honour. At Yorke, 
I this xiiij^'' daye of Novembre, by your most hounden beademan, 
Richard Beli-ycys. 



Tbe foUowiag letter g^rei a brief lecount of the di»iolution of « nomber ol moniutic 
hODica of the north of EnglanJ. 

The BencdicIJne ibbey of BiuIod- on -Trent, in SlatTordibini, <tu of Siuon origiD, 
hiTing been fonndcd about the fear 1002 by WulTric Spott. In sncicnt time* it WM 
•fton laJIcd ModwBnneitO", bccaose the relics of St. Modwen >r8re eiuhrined there. 
WiUiam Edf* wu Che luC abbot : the dale of the larfendet given in the laiC edilioa 
of the MooasticoD, 1539, muat be wrong, sad appear) to have originated from ■ mii- 
Uke of the date of the preaeat letter. 

The alien priory of PontefmcC in Yorkehire naa founded by Robert de Lacy in the 
niga of WiUiam Knfiu, and wai made dependent on the foreign houie of La Charity 
IT Loin, wheoee the Srat monks of the Eoglisb house were brongbt. The laat prior 
I'lni Jamei Thwayta. 

The Cilterciaa abbey of Fountaini. the magnificeat mini of which itill excite the 

KlMlratton of tiaitors, was founded in 1 1 39 by a colony of monlc« from St. Mary'i at 

KTork. The lait alibut wag Marmaduke Brodelay, or Bradley, eafTmgan biahop of Hall. 

gt. Mari'e »bb.y at York bat been menlioned on a former page. 

Hnn-Apploton <rai a nunnery near Tadca»ler, in the West EUdiog of Yorkihire, 

d bj Alico d« St, Uuintio in the Utter port of the reign of Stephen. The last 

■ was Anne Langton. 
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The rich mitred-ibbey of Selbjr Id Yorkshire, 
queror in 106<l. The lut abbot wu Robert Selby 



rss foondeil by WiUiom the Coii- 
r Rogers. The fine abbej chorcb 



The hoapiul of St. Leonsrd at York U «aid to hire beeo firet endowed by king 
Atheistan, and to liaTC been refonoded by William Rufus. 

It may be observed that the dates of the BQrreoder of oearly all thcBe bouses appear 
to be wrougly given ia the Mooasticoa. 



LXXXIII. 

THE COMMiaSIONBHS OF TBK NORTH TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. fol. 943,] 

After meest humble commendacions to your good lordship, 
pleasetli it the same be advertiesed, tliat we have altered Burtoii- 
upon-Trent; and accordinge to the kinges highnes commissiou 
and instniccions we have dissolved the howses of Hampole, Sancte 
Oswaldes, Pountefracte, Fontaunce, Sancte Maries in Yourke, 
Nonappleton, and Selbye, and also altered the howse of Sancte 
Leonerdea in Yourke, after suche ordre and fassion as we trust 
shall appeir to your lordship to be to the kinges honour and con- 
tentacion. Albeit, we could natt maike dispeche in parte of the 
said places withoute some difficultie, as your lordship shall per^ 
ceyve at our repayer to Londone, ffurther certifienge your lordship 
that we have takyn the shrj-nes in all such places as we have yett 
hetherto repayrede unto the kinges use ; and forasmoche as we 
have no commission in that behalf, we beseiclie youe that we 
may have a commission for that purpouse, beringe date of the 
other commissions, to shewe if neede shall requier. And thus 
our Lorde ever preserve your goode lordship in moche honour. 

At Selbie, tlie viij*'' day of Decembre. 

Touts at commandement, 

Walteke Hendlb. 

RlCHARDE LaYTON. 

TiiouAS Leqh. 
Rychard Belassvs. 

UtCItARD WaTKYNB. 



BCPPREBBtON Oy MONABTBBIES. 1G7 

i« folloiriDB letter cotitun* * condnnation of ths proceedings of Ihe eomroiaaioners 
k Ycikihire. 

The priory of Moak-Brettoo, or Luod, Iwo miles from Barosley, was rounded narly 
bthe reign of Henry II. tad made dependent upon the monastery of Pontefract. 
The U9t prior appeva lo hare been Witliim Browna. 

The priory of St, Andrew nt York, flometimes called St. Andrew in Piahergate, ww 

foonded about the year 1300, for twelve canons of the order of Sempringhsm. 

ByUnd abbey (Bella Lands) was foanded in 1143 by Roger de Mowbray. Tbis and 

II 8t. Andrew'* at York had been preaened from the wreck of the amaller monaiteries, 

to which, by the Boiallnees of their revenues, they bebnged. The last abbot of Bylsad 

was John Ledea, aliai Alanbrigg. 

The priory of Austin canons at Kirkham was founded by Walter Eipec and bis wife 
ilill3l. The last prior was John Kilwik. 
I Elrclon, or Ellertoo priory, ailnate on the Derwent in Spaldingmore, was founded 

before 1212, by William Fiti Peter, for canons of the order of Sanpringham. The last 
prior of thi> house wai John Golding. A portion of the priory church now forms the 
puiah church. 
I There wis a house of frisra at Tickhill, which is mentioned by Lelandi but lo little 

j Is known of its history, that it is even uncertain to what order it belonged. 

The " Friars " at Doocaster is known chiefly by the note in Leland. " There was 
I a hanic of Gray Preres here, at the north ende of the bridge, comunely csnllid the 

Pfcrea Bridge," 
I' At Pontefrnct there was a house of Black Friars, and another of White Friars. The 

I latter was fonnded by Edmund dc Lacy, earl of Lincoln, before I3S7. 

At York there were numerous houses of Friare, belonging to the diBereat orders. 
Bolton Abbey is now the beautiful seat of the duke of Devonshire. It was founded 
I la IIJO by WiUaam de Mescbines. 

I n 



THB COUHiaSIONEBS OP THK NORTH TO CROUWELL, 



[From MS, Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. S42«.; 



Owre tnoste singulere good lorde, owre bowndon dewties lowlie 
premysedej pleas yt youre honorable lordeshippe too l>e adver- 
tiscdc, we have laytlye receyvede youre letters conteigiiinge the 
Icuiges majesties pleasure anempsce the orderc of leed and belles 
appertcanyngc to suche howses off religeon coiiteanyde in the 
ttigea graces letters commissionall to us addressed, wlierof we 



168 Lsmms KStiATDia to the 

Wrg alhwHg c o m m y U e tfM sahg et apdi e to snbstaneb]! honeste 
[i i m'nt Bdbk too aaswer Aerefoore, lad bsTe not solde ne tn- 
tendad to adl utje ponB thereoC We have qwretlve takine the 
MUieuden and duwl«^«l do ■onaaCeries off Wyeresoppe, MoDcke- 
faRtan, Saadtt Asdnws ■* Torice, Byluid, Rynille, Kyrkeham, 
and BDertoo, die Aeos tf lykhiH, Doncftstere, Pontefracte, and 
At caba off Totke. vtere «e pacejred no mormare ore gnige in 
aa^ b«kali% hot vcre daai&^dje leueiinie, as ve shall within 
jy dk]«a laote playnfie ce rtrfy g yoor lorde^oppe. And wheere 
yt kaAm ph aa yd yaate IndeiUppe too wiyte fim reseryinge 
of Ind and bdka at BolttM, in damms tber 7a as yet noo 
^N^ rammin ian (MBmyue to owte h andci j as Jheans knowethc^ 
whoo pnaarre jovr Iniifciifc^^iii in fceUe aad bonoar. At Torit^ 
^ p** daye of Dfiuiiailiuu, 

Toun WwdAiinwii kaaaUe bomdon oiaton, 

Geokok Lawson. 

Rtchsbd Bei-a^skx- 

WiLLM. Bi.rrnMAN. 

Jamks Rokkbt. 




T»E COMMlSStOMmB* TO CmOVWSl.L. 

M.^rtiT.'InfrT" *~***«* •* *" «i™t«ede, tut this 
r^^ ?^.>''^*^'^-^*ife».»~fes.»»dad^eo{ 
«««<«««« ttiMnoihastww of Saint A 

«,iLtrjrZl. *" **""^ «bou«io.a| tlieprioT^d 
«mal,a» m MHpoa, lo the Wiftj^a Ikhkw- 



I &«i 



have also compoivndedc vnth the hoole covent for ther 

ions, excepte the prior and supprior, wiche desierithe to 

e your order in thassyngnement of theires ; here indosede 

lordeshipe may persave our order taken with the reste of tlie 

it, liBveyng a respecte therin to tiie age, qualitie, and dis- 

ion of the persons ; and by yowre lordeshippes better advice 

thyiik hit exjiedient tlie saide pensions to be payede by the 

ides of the particuler recever of the suppressede londes of this 

countie of Northamton, and tber pensions payable at our Ladys 

day next insewyng; and for that cause we liave dispachede them 

lesse money in honde. We have also assignede a vicarage of 

nowe at this tyme vacant, to one of the covent for his 

ion, wiche moste humbhe desieiithe to have remission of 

le firste fruites therof, wiche we juge neceasaire to be grauntcdc 

by the kinges liighnes, leste the pore man shulde bege in the 

mean tyme, the thyng beyng of so sniale valew that evere of tlicm 

haveyng his pension shalbe in better case tlien he. The halle 

chambers seillede with tlie beste parte of the edifices is covered 

with leade; whether the kinges pleasure is we shall discover*^ the 

same or not, we be desierouse to be certifiede by this brinjicr. 

For the survey of the londes we shall do therin what we may. 

We fynde many leasses grauntede outc by the olde prior, muchc 

nnthrifi^lye, with muche tangullyng and besines, wiche we shall 

declare unto yowre lordeshipe at our cumyng. Thus our Lorde 

sende yowe longe lyffe with increase of honoure, Frome Nurthe- 

iptune, by your lordeshippes moste assuredc to commaunde, 

Wylliah Parbe. 

Your servant, Richard Lavton, preste. 

Your pore and most bonden old servaunt, 

Robert SowrnwuLL. 
Your humble and obedyeiit servaunt, 

TlIOUAB MVLDEMAV. 



I LETTERS RELATING TO THE 

An ordre taken the secunde daie of Marche, the xxis. yeare 
of the reign of our soveraign lorde kyng Herry the Eyght, 
hy his highnes commyssi oners, with the religious of the 
late monastery of saint Andrews thappostell in Northamp- 
ton, for their annual] pencions yeven unto them onely of 
his graces charyte durj'ng the terme of their naturall 
lyres, to begynne at the ffeast of thannundacion of c 
Lady nexte ensewing, as od his graces hehalfe is to them J 
promysed by the saide commyssioners. 



First, Fraunces Leycetour, late prionr, and Thomas 
Bettes, suppriour of the saide late monastery, 
hen by the s^de commyssioners respyted uppon 
certen consyderacions, tyll my lorde prevy sealys 
pleasure tlierein be knowne 

Thomas Smyth of thage of lij. yeares for his yerely 
pencion ...... 

Thomas Cowlestone of thage of flfyftye yesrya for 
his yerely pencion .... 

Robert Marten of thage of xlj. yeares for his yerely 
pencion ...... 

James Hopkyns of thage of lij. yeares for his yerely 
jxmciun ...... 

Hicharde Bunbcry of thage of xl. yeares for bis pen- 
don yerely ..... 

John Rote of thage of xxsvj. yeares is assigned by 
the saide commyssioners to the vycarage of Saint 
Qyles in Northampton, being of the yvreJy valew 
of vij". and of the gyfte of the saide monastery, in 
rewmiH-iia- oflii* yerely pcncioo. 

JhoiiU. . of X30UJ. yeares for his yerely 



ThoKi.i 

pcncivii 



.■ nfxxxj, yeares for his yerely 
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Wylliam Warde of thage of xxix'". yeares for his 
yerely pencion ..... liij'. iiij''. 
LThomas Atbury of thage of xsvij. yeares for hia 

yerely pencion ..... liij-. iiijd, 
■pPylliam Sowthecote of thage of xxxj. yeares for his 
' yerely pendon ..... iiij". iiij". 
Wylliam Pabrb. 
Ric. Layton, prestc. 
Robeut Sowthwell. 
TnoHAs Myldemaye. 



ig letter alio relitei to the dittolntian of the monaiterj of St. Andrew 
tt Northamptou. The priory of Wcstaore in Norfolk, founded aboot the reign of 
William Rufiu as a cell to the nbbej' of Lewes in Siuiei, hud been Burrcndcred on tbe 
14th of Jannarf in tbc present jett. Bailey in Kent irai a Ciatercian abbej, founded 
Id IN4 by William dc Ipre earl of Kent. It was gurrendered, according to the 
HoDBaticon, " Jan. S9, 1537. 39 Heo. Vlll." which must of course mean Jan. S3, 
1U8. The last abbot ot Boiley wu Jaha Dobbs. 

LXXKVl. 

ROBERT 80UTBWKLL TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 318.] 

Although, ray very good lorde, that there wanted here sumtne 
parte of the orcasioiis comprehendyd in the submyssion of the late 
monastery of Westacre, as concerning the clere ahenacion of the 
jiOBseBsions belonging to the same, with suche lieke, yetc fuwnde 

B here of other (that as I suppose ben in the more parte of the 

lydew that at this dale stonden) sufficient inowgh for the full- 
Hllyng of the submyssion that now we sende your lordeshipp iii 

B place of the other that wanted, so as by the variete of t^ccft- 
lons this booke in the more parte or all is alterj-d from the other 
; as by the perusing therof your lordeshipp shall wele 



LBTTUS KKLATIKO TO THE 



perseyre, which I hambly beseche you that it may lieke yoa to do. 
And atthoDgh it shall seme tedyous, or the over reding OQU'orthie, 
yet shall I eftsons humbly besecfae you to accepte it in good 
parte, and for a perfight demoostracioD of my good will to hsve 
made the bettyr, in case my knowl^e had extended therto. The 
emest employture neverthelesse of my pore and symple wytt shall 
at no time wante to serve to the Tcry best and uttermost force 
therof. Sir, tbeis pore men bare nat spared to confesse the 
treweth, as ye shall wele perceyve, wberby in my pore mynde they 
deserre the more favour, and I dare saie in their hartes thinke 
them selffes rather to hare meryted perdon by their ignorance 
than piaysc or lawde for their forme of lyring. Whether ther 
tms cttwse why that Boxler shulde recognyce as moche or more, 
it may please you tu judge, whom it also pleased to sheire me the 
idolle that stode there, in myne opynyon a very monstniowa 
sight. Here was also of late in this monastery a pece of saint 
Andrews fynger, covered with an unce of syl^-er or there aboughtd 
(as 1 coujecture), a very precyows jnell in the estimacion of many^ 
and now leyde to pledge by the monastery to one of the towne for 
xl''., which we intende nat to redeme of the pryce, excepte we be 
commaunded so to do. L«vyi^ this matter, it maie lieke yoa 
farther to undrestande, that in perusing the olde accomptes 
of the monastery we Cownde the yerely revenews of the same to 
have extended in times past to sevyn hundreth markes, and by 
the bookes of the tenth nat to fower hundreth markes, and yett 
no |jarto of tlie possessions clerely alienate from the monastery^, 
but decrcssed by the receyte of the rentes afore hande by the pr&. 
dcccssours lo this priour of suche as be fermours to them for many 
yeares. There have growne no decay by tiiis priour that we can 
Icme, but surely bis predeccssoars plesared moclie in odoryferous 
" ^ •• H dmlde BBmo by their converting the rentes of tbdr 
B to be paide tn coyiie and grayne^ into 
Whertu U>c valew of the Umde will 
A a» felt adtCTtyce your lotdc- 




, but the monastery in moveables is very pore, mocbe in- 
etted, and in ledd, as I conjecture, worth fower or fj-ve hundreth 
ponrndes. Sir, we have pmctysed with the pore men for tlieir 
pencionB as eaaely to the kynges charge and as raoche to his graces 
honour, as we cowde devyce. The hoke wherof we do sende unto 
your lordeshypp, with the names and summes for the makyng of 
their patentca, which being sent unto us to be delyvered to the 
parties afore our departure, shalbe moche to their contentacion, 
and no lease to the kyngca honour, to imparte with somewhat of 
his gracyous charyte towardc the maintenauncc of their pore 
lyryng. My lorde, if it myght so stande with your pleasure, I 
wolde humbly beseche you to have in your good lordeshtppes re- 
membraunce my ffathers sute couseniyiig Mallyng : I made your 
lordeshipp {as my synguler good lorde) prevy to the onely con- 
uderacion that moved me to use this importunyte with you, as 
God sliall judge me, whom I most hertyly beseche to send your 
lordeshipp long liffe with moche increase of honour. At North- 
ampton, the 3 of Merche, by the handes of your pore and most 
bounden old servaunt, 

Robert Sowtuwell.. 



Tbi CartbtuiBii priarf mentioDed in ihe foUowlng letter, vu situated rear Eppe- 
WIKtll, Id Ihe itie of Aieholni in LiDcolnaliire, Bad wm btjied the firiorg ia thi wood. 
It wu founded by Thomu Muwbray, (tlien earl of Noltiogbam, but afterwnrilt crated 
Inlic v( NorfoU) in the DiDetceoth joar of RicliarJ II. 

LXXXVII. 

ARCHBISHOP CRANMER TO CROMWELL. 

[Prom MS. CoIIqu. Cleop. E. iv. ful.211.'] 

After most bartie commendacions to your lordeshyjie, fforas- 

moch nx I am cnformed that your lordshype entendetli to depose 

the priour of tlic Charterhowae within the ile of Axholme, theis 

alialbe to desyre you to permytt the saidepriourstyll to coutynew in 



174 
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ffreyndes*^ 



hys rome, for I am abowte tlirowe the helpe of suche Sreyndee 
1 have In thoyse parties to procure that the saide priour shall wyl- 
linglye resygne the same into thekynges hondes. Thus almyghtie 
God preserve your lordshype. Frome Fourde, the vij*'' daie n 
Atarch. 

Tour own assured ever, 

T. Cantuabien. 



The rallowidg letter u pUced here BomewfaHt ont of ill place. < 
■oediate coPDCcliOQ v'Uh the preceding. 



LSXXVIII. 

LETTER PROU THE BBETBHEN OF TBB CHARTBB HOU8B UT] 

AXUOI.H TO THE PRIOB OF 8BBNB. 

[Prom MS, Cotton. Cleop. B. iv, fol. 91.] 

Humly shewyth and fM>iuplanyth unto your faderhede < 
poor oratours and chyldren of obediena, nott knowyng whome we 
may make our complant and shewe our dolorus grefes, but only 
unto your worshypfull faderhede, that our fader prior hath done 
and dayly doth in convayng our goodes owt of our howse. As 
sone as he was comme home fro London, he sayd that he had 
gy^me up hys offyce, the howse and the landes, but not the 
goodes. At hys goyng up to London he left us in monye nother 
golde nor sylver, bat only iij''. for to kepe our howse witball, and 
it is not a lytyll that he hath receyvj-d of our baly * syns Myghyl- 
mcs, and yet he dyd report to mayster doctor Layton that he 
had devydyd the same monye in porcions and gyfyne it to his 
brethren, whych thyng is not trwe. Butt when prior Awstynf 
was dead, this man was vicar, and mycfa of that tJiat we bad < 

^ TTii* prior ia not muitiaued in the Moauticon, irtwn the lut prior ii Mmtc4 i 
ba*e bno Mlchaol Makcucu. 
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tyiat he delyvered it to us in porcions ; and as sone as lie wns 
prior, he cald it in agane ; but now at thys tymc for our comfortli 
we can nothyng gett of hym. He hath convayde owt of hys celle 
worth xl'., and pewtyr vessell to the nowmbyr of iij. score, or 
!r abowte, and iij. pecys of lyne cloth, and ij. pecys of wolan 
ith, and a great qwantyte of spyce, with other moo thynges. 
ir chese and fysshe is greatly wastyd, sych as we shuld lyve 
rithall ; and all our rydyng horses is gone, and none left in the 
howse but our cartte horses, with certen other catell and movable 
goodes that dyd belong to the howse, whych werre to long to wryte 
erery thyng. His prevj- carj-ers dyd convay thys by nyght, and 
thys they dyd so long at last they were takyn with our awne ser- 
vans, and such thynges were broght in agayne. Also our fader 
hath preaumyde, after he had gyfyn up the howse and landes, he 
wold have lettyn a certen fermhold by the covent scale to one 
of hys kynamen, but parte of the covent wolde nott consent 
therto, and therfore he is sore grevyde with some of them. Also 
he bath lett my lord of Darbyis offyser take eopyes owt of our 
copes that we bolde of my lord of Darby, whych we feare shall tume 
118 to hurt and trobull ; and as sone as he had them he dyachargde 
na of them and of our fyshyng waters, whych thjniges were the 
most profytt that longde unto us. Also we fere convayng of our 
evydetice, and he receyv^-th renttes as he dyd before, whych we 
thynke shall be but lytyll profytt to our howse. We dyd desyre 
hym to have a key with hym in the kepyng of our covent scale, 
hut he wyll grawntt us none, and we fere of more hurt and dya- 
pleaser shall cum to us therby. For but late we were certifyed 
that mayster Stokwith sayd to our fader, " yf that the visitors of 
yoar religion cum to visitt, abyde hym not, but convey your selfe 
with the covent seale, and tarry nott hys commyng." And Henry 
Stokwith dyd say to the same man, if that that be had done wolde 
not Merve, then he wold take another way. And, as we be informyd, 
our fader is myndyd to send hym to London very shortly, and we 
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fere be shall have the corent seayle with hym for to do the wont 
to the howse that lie can. Also mayster Henry Stokwith was at 
London at the feast of Ail S&ntes, or there abowte, and he had 
with hym of our monye xx^. to labor for our fader, that he shoid 
not preche when he comme home : he sayd that my lord prysy 
scale had grawntyd hym that he shuld not preche, nor he shoId 
not be pot owt of his office, and for that promys my lord had on 
hym XX. markes. But we, that ar the poor corent, can not thynke 
that my lord had it, but that M. Stokwith dyd kepe it hym 
selfe, and so doth report of my lord. Also, after the tyme tliat 
M. Stokwith comme home, our fader wold asyne no man to preche 
accordyng to your commawnment. And when our fader is any 
thyng movyd or trohlyd with us, hewyll send for M. Stokwith 
for to refonne us, as he hath done many tymes. Of what autoryte 
he do take it upon hym, we pray you, fader, that it may be 
knowne. Also M. Stockwith doth sclawnder the corent, and 
sayth our howse is noght els nisi spelunca lalronum, nor he caryth 
not what he doth say, so that his wordes may make for his purpas. 
Also, our husbandrj'e is not lokyd upon, our lond is not tylde, 
muke is not led, our come lyth in the bam, sum is threshte, and 
[sum is husbo]ndyd, and mych isyit to tlireshe, and takethhur[t] 
with rermyn ; and as sone as our fader comme home, he shewede 
our ser%'andes that he had gyven up the [howse, and] bad tliem 
shyfte for them selfe, and so at Ester they went many of tliem away. 
And shortly hay tyme shall cum, and when it shuld be sped, 
other thynges shalbe to do. And for we can se none other by 
all his actes and dedes, but that he goth abowte to undo the 
howse ; and for fere that an other man shuld have hys ofiyce, he 
intendyth to leave hym lytyll or noght to kepe howse withall. Al»o 
he and his carnall frendes detrackj-th ns, sayng that all the troble 
that the howse is in coromyth nothyng of hym selfe, but by xta, 
\ with letters that we have wrytyn op to my lord of the prevy 
• Now, worshypfoll hder, for tlie love [of] God, helpe tts at 
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gret nede, and send us sum conforthable cowucell, antl our lord 
Jhesu rewarde you in hei-yn, and evermore kepe you and all your 
iToute bredcren. Amen. 

By your headmen and chyldren of obediens, 

Dan Bhyan Lee, vicar. 
Dayn Thomas Alred. 
Brother TuouAS Convere. 



tiiac 
I pen! 



■.The gnat Benedictine abbey of ETesiiam, in WorceiCenitiire, wai fooaded bj Egwta 
]i or Worceiter, at tlis begianing of tbe eightti ceatur?. Tbe lut superior of this 
ioue but one «ai abbot LUclifield, oLo built the nobte gatewaj-tower still standing ; 
hems persuaded to resign, and nai succeeded by Pbilip Hivford, aliat Ballard, wbo 

d the abbey U> the king's comoiiEaioaerB. 

LXXXIX. 
WILLIAM PETRE TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 355,] 
My duete most humbly remembryd, it may please your iorde- 
Ipp to bee advertised, thatt at-cordiiig to yower commawndment I 
lave byn at Evesham, and ther receyvyd the resignation of 
thabbott, whiche he was contentyd to mak immediatly uppon tlie 
^lit of your lordcshippes letters, saving thatt he desiryd me very 
itantly thatt I wolde nott open the same during the tyme of 
lieing here, bicause (as he sayd) it wold bee notydd thatt be 
compellyd to resigne for fear of deprivation. As touching hi.i 
pension, and the assurance therof, he hatli made certayn re- 
questes, submit tin g^ym s^Mto bee ordred in all thinges as to your 
lordeshipp shall he thought mete. Wee have taken the surrendar 
of this priorye* with as moche quyetnes as might he desiryd, and 
prepare our self four the dispeche of all other thinges as diligently 
B wc may, which finisshed wee shall waytc on your lordeshipp, 

Lutony : im the end of the letter. The Austin priory of L«ntbony, ncir Glau- 
', CccnersUy colled Lanlbony aecundi) was founded by King [lenry 1. in 1 130. 
■ lot prior was Riebard Bemited or Hart. 
I OAMI>. HOC. 2 A 
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and certefye the same of all thingea at large. This berar can cer- 
tefye your lordeshipp whow farre wee have procedyd hitherto, 
by whom wee have send the names of the chanons for the maldng 
of ther capacites. And so allmjghte God have your lordeshipp in 
his blessed keping. From Lanthonye, the xWj"' of Marche. 
Your lordeshippes most bownden beadesman and servant, 

WtLLtAU PbTBE. 



The M>vj of PeterboroDgh wu ■ faanilBtian of gnat ntiqiiit;, diliiig from (he 
middle of [he MTcnth ccutory. It wm ori^iuUr Dimed Hcdeihunitcdc. butwu atter- 
wards callrd Peterborough, from the diida of iti patroo laiot. Ju abbot io later tiaea 
wore the mitre, and had a ceot id parliament. Al the diwolntian. it wi eoiiTcrtcd into 
a Iriihop** tee by the king. The Uit abbot wu Joha Chambera, who bocaune the fim 
hilltop, beutgcODiecrated oa tbe the £3rd October, 1541. 



WILLIAM PARBB TO CROUWBLL. 
[From MS. CoU. Cleop. E. it. (bl. 30S.] 
Pleasethe your lordship to bee advertised, that according to the 
tenour of my last lettre sente unto your lordship by this berer, I 
have bene at Peterbourglu where the abbot, upon the rumour 
that was spred abrode of the commyng downe of the visitouis, and 
not upon any occasion geven or mynistred to hym either in worde 
or dede by doctor Layton, shewed hymself to bee affrayed, inso- 
moche as at my furst commyng thiddir he required me of myne 
advise and favour what was beat for hym to doo, and perceiving 
by liym amongis other commynicaoion that speciallie be t«ndred 
the contjTiuaunce and standing of his monastery, I declared that I 
had no Buctorite ner commyssion to treate or comon with hym 
conccniyng any poynt, cause, or purpos, touching either tbe 
standing or the dissolucion of his hous, and that my commyng 
ttiddir was for no other maticr but hicause he sent for me, ad- 
IJtang hym to put all doubtcs awave, onles he knewe other matier 
ttcaie 1 did. Noverthclcs tliis coude not salisfic his mvende. hut 



I 



ude not satistic his myende, but 
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fering that some thing shuMe bee done contraire to his myende, 
he sent sir Thomas Tresham, the mnrshall of his hall, and Johan 
LajTie of Kettring to me, who alledged on his behalf that he was 
contente upon condicton that he mought bide in suertie that his 
hous shulde stande to give the kinges highnes on hoole yeres rent 
of all the landes apperteynyng to the monastery, whiche I thinke 
amountethe nigh upon two thousaunde and five hundred merkes. 
And over that to gratifie your lordship to bee good lorde to hym, 
with the some, as 1 suppose, of thre hundred poundes, Notwitli- 
standing therein I gave hym directe aunswere, that I coude not 
detcrmyne any such poyntes with hym more thene I had ahedie 
before shewed hym, until! suche tyme as I had knowleige of your 
lordshippes pleasure, where«ith and at that same tyme there 
arrived this said berer with letters from your lordship. And aftre 
he had knowelege howe good lorde ye were unto hym, by the 
reaport* of on that came from the court, he digressed apar- 
telie from his ffurst eommynicacion, and said that in his suetes 
towardes the kinges highnes and your lordship he wolde bee 
crdred as Mr. comptroller and myself wold advise hym, and in 
this state I left hym, without any ferther prouf or treatie bitwene 
hym and me. Howebeit if [it] shall pleas your lordship to com- 
maunde me with any ferther service in thapproving hym eftesones 
in his matier, 1 shall most humble ensue the same, supposing 
that small treatie wolde moeve hym to accomplishe his furst offre. 
It maye pleas your lordship to bee soo goode lorde to me as to 
have the bill of Kendall for the pore inhabitauntes of the same in 
your remembrance, wherebie your lordship shall not onlie, in my 
judgement, doo as good a dede as ever was done and acquire all 
the comons there for ever to bee your perpetuell bednien, but alsou 
luche rest, quietnes, and suertie against the kinges cnnemyea 
ahull therebie precede, that it shalbee to the comforte and rewise of 
all that parties, whiche nowe by the crueltie and senistre poUicie of 
on or two privat peraones is in maner clerelie subverted. The 
e men hathe no other meane but daihe either on Dombre or 
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other to labour hiddir to shewe theire grieffes, in trust tliat for 
theym all I shulde bee a sueter unto your lordship to releasse theym 
of theire extreme oppressons and bondage, whiche most humblie I 
beseclie your lordship amonges other your weightie busynes to 
considre. And thus the hoolie Trenytie evermore have you, my 
singler good lorde, in his hoolie govemaunce. At Horton, the 
xviij*. daye of Merche, 

Your lordshippis assurred most boundon, 

Wylliam Pabre. 



The great priorj of Lewei in Susan waa founded bj 'William earl of Wuren in 
I0T7 or 1078. The priora were mitred and sat in parliament. Robert Cnnrbam wai 
the liut prior. The site of lhi< house was granted to Cromwell. The date of the 
mrrender giren \o the tost editioD of the MonaiticoD, G Nov. 1.'i[!H. most be incorrect. 
March 1537, IB, of courne, ISSJ. The following letter gives a siogolar pictore of the 
devastations made in manf of the dissolved houses. 

XCI. 



[Froi 



ORTITJAKI* TO CROMWELL. 

IS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. p. 333.] 



My lord, I humbly commend my selfe unto your lordshyp, the 
laste I WTote unto your lordsh)"!! was the jcx"" daye of thys present 
monith by the handes of Mr. Wyliamson, by the whych I adver- 
tised your lordshyp of the lengthe and greatenes of thys churche, 
and how we had begon to pull the hole down to the ground, and 
what maner and fashion they used in pulling it down. I told your 
lordshyp of a vaute on the ryghte syde of the hyghe altare, that was 
borne up with fower greate pillars, having abowt it v. chappelles, 
whych be compased in with the wallea l.is. stokes (?) of length, 
that is, fete ccx. All thys is down a Tliursday and Fryday last. 
Now we ar pluckyng down an liygher vaute, borne up by fower 



* Perhaps this is a disguised ni 
of Richard MorjsoD. 



IS the letter apj>ears to be i] 



e hand. writing 



SUPPRESSION OP UONASTBBIES. 



181 



thicke and grose pillars, xiiij, fote fro syde to syde, abowt in cir- 
cumference xlv. fote. Thys shall downe for our second worke. 
As it goth forward I woll advise your lordshyp from tyme to 
tyme, and that your lordshyp may knowe with liow many men we 
have don thys, we browght from London xvij. persons, 3 car- 
pentars, 2 smythes, 2 plummars, and on that keptth the fornace. 
Every of these attendith to hys own office : x. of them hewed the 
walles abowte, amonge the whych tlier were 3 carpentars : thiese 
made proctes to undersette wher the other cutte away, thother 
brake and cutte the waules. Thiese ar men exercised moch better 
then the men that we fynd here in the contrey, Wherfor we must 
both have mo men, and other thinges also, that we have nede of, 
all the whych I woU within thys ij, or thre dayes tell your lord- 
shyp by mouthe. A Tuesday they began to cast the ledde, and it 
shalbe don with such diligence and savyng as may be, so that oiU' 
trust is your lordshj'p shall be moch satisfied with that we do, 
unto whom I most humbly commend my self, moch desiringe God 
to mainteyn your heltli, your honour, your hartes ease. At Lewes, 
the xxiiij. of March, 1537. 
H^ Your lordshyps servant, 

^H JOHAN PoRTtNARt. 



^ Tht 
^^Th< 

H^rThi 
^thc w 



tJndemethe here your lordshyp shall see a juste mesure of the 
hole abbey. 

The churche is in lengthe cl. fote. 
The heygtlie, Isiij. fote. 
The circumference abowte it, m.dJvUj. fote. 
The wall of the fore fronte, thicke x fote. 
The thyckencs of the stepil wall, x fote. 
le thlckenes of the waules interno, v. fote. 
ler be in the churche xssij. pillars, standyng equally from 
ic walles. 
An hygh roufe made for the belles. 
Eyght pillars verry bygge, thicke xiiij. fote, abowte xlv. fo. 
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nutber xxijj. ar for the mtate parte x fote thkke, and xxv. 
■bow]pit> 

The heygtbe of the greater sorte is xlij. fo.; of thotfaer xriij. 
fote. 

The beygthe of the roufe before the bygbe altare is Lxxxxiij. 
fote. 

In the middea of the cburcfa, where the belles dyd bxnge, ar 
CT. fote. 

The beygthe of the stepU at the fronte is Ixxxx. fute. 



Blaham wti Beetton, meatlDDcd in the falloiring IrtUr, were two prioriei in Nor- 
folk. The fint wu t cell to St. Albuu, althangh the writer of thii letter itktei the 
contrarr- I' u uid to h»e beea u old u the time of the conqaeror : the lut prior 
■ppon to hiie been Joha Albon. BeeatoD ni fonndeil aboot the begiiming of the 
reign of Hen. 111.; iu lul prior ni Richard UadiaD or Uodgeian. 



SIR RICBABD RICHB TO OROMWBI.Ii. 

[Prom MS. Horl. No. SM, fol. G7.] 
Aftur my harty recommendacions, thes ahalbe to render to yowe 
my most harty thankes for your good expedycion of my matter of 
Syon, for the wyche, on my faith, ye have and shall bynde me; for 
this and many other pleasures and gratuytes to me shewyd, I reken 
my selff most bownden to owe to yowe my pore servyce (next to 
the king) duryiig my lyff. My lorde, I entend to suppresse Byn- 
ham before my retorne, which pretendyth hit selff to be a sell to 
Seynt Albonys, j-f ye advertyse mc not to the conterary. I have 
fyiiez and otlier matters of record levyed by them not namyng the 
abbott of Saynt Albanys. Also contynually they make leasez 
under ther owne scale, not namyng the abbott. Also I entend to 
Buppr&sse Bccaton, which pretend them selffez to be ffryers, which 
y>i not true, but they ar chanons, and so apparelHd, knowen, and 
*a«n. They consume the goodes and cattalles. I and other have 
aent to yowe a gcnerall lettur of our procedynges in thes partyes. 
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And thus I beseche Jhesu preserve yowe in honor and lielth. Frome 
ood Rysing, this present xxix"" daye of Marche. 

Your owne assurydly, 

Rychard Ryche. 

rjght honerabte 
•inguler good lorde 
the lorde priTy wale. 



Audi 






letter ii &om William Barlow, then bishop or St. Da«id'i, and (with others 
follow) gives ■ corioai picture of the atate of Wales at the lime of Ibe diasola- 
of the moDiialic honseB. An immense number of Buperatilioui imagei and relica 
were (luring the present jear confiiicated and deatroyed in all parti of tbe kingdom. 

XCIll. 

• BISHOP BARLOW TO CROHW£LL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 117.] 

After my right humble commendacions, the benevolente good- 
nes of your lordship towards me, apperceaved both by your lord- 
ships lettres and by relacion of M. doctour Barnes concemyng 
soch sommes of moncye as 1 am yndetted to the kyngea highnes 
favorably to be respited, though I can not in this nor in other 
your manyfold bene&tes condigly make recompensacion, yet the 
litle tliat I maye to the uttermost of my pore possibilitye my un- 
fayned endevour shall not fayle faythfuUy to perfourme. Con- 
cemynge your lordships lettres addressed for the taper of Haver- 
forde West, yer the receyte of them I had done refourmacion and 
openly detected tlie abuse therof, all parties which before tynic re- 
pugned penitently reconcyled. But sythen I chaunced apon 
another taper of moch greater credyte and of more shameful! de- 
teatacion, called our ladycs taper of Cardigan,' which I have sente 
here to your lordship with convenyentinstructyons of that devehsh 






t Cardigan a naall priory of Benedictine monki, dependent on the 
: the lait prior wu Thomai llore. 



■ ruere *u at v.araigan a naaii pnory oi nene 
fkb«T uf Cbertaej Id Sorrej, foondcd before 1991 : 



184 LXITBKS KELATIXC TO T 

4iimajao. FoftfaenMR^ when I t6uiomiihed Am 
' flmte Dwid» am ur diige to Ae kjigL * iai— dip— 
Mt tatth %Md reBqaei for to ■Dn: people to 

tBCf to sovsanee tne vAvue otMenwson of 
dtjea tbnptxd bf the kjnges svprane wtth o Ay ^ 
Onids d>ye die people vilfiilly tjamrpiage dw fcc J i ^ 
leEqacs were set (01111*11x11 1 qaagd to be imiM.ilnid 
swajre, de to y n yng e then in tny caitedy mtdll I mv 
tiaed of yoor lonUiipe pleiaoar. Tbe paicds o( Ae 
Aeae: twobeedes of if1*ei plate endosinge twon 
staffed with pntrified dowtes; Item, two arme bone^ 
wonne eaten boke corered witfa sylTer plate. Off tbe 
■lombringe necbgeoce towanfe the prefenoezite of Gods 
aod what an ongodly disgaysed senaone was presdcd in the cft- 
thediall cfaorcb in tbe Ceest of Ttinooentes last passed, they bcinge 
pnaente with aa auditory of iij. or iiij. bondred persoas, tbia 
bearer^amynisterof the same cborcfa, shall fonkr declare, haryi:^ 
parte of tbe and sennone in wrrtinge apparente to be diowed. 
FoTtbermoTe, tboogfa I mygbt seme more presomptaoaa tbea 
neadeth to mocion any sote for the transladon of tbe see from 
St. Davyds to Kermerddyn, yet, my good lorde, the jost 
eqnytye therof and eipedyente ntilytie enforceth me so to pre- 
same, consyderioge that a better de&de for the comen wealth and 
dew reformacion of the whole mysordered dyocesse can not be 
purposed, aa well for the preferremente of Gods WOTde, as for tbe 
abolysbinge of aQ antichristian snpersticion, and therin tbe kyi^es 
supreme nutjestie to be amplyfied witfa tbe tmyrersan commoditye 
of hys graces sabjectes there reseaonte, annoyenge none with 
discommoditye, cxoepte perchaonce foore or lyre persons will 
snrmyse their pryrate pleasoor to be anoyed yn profetinge tbe 
comon wealth. And the cause partlye that moreth me thus 
with importune instatmce to be orgente in my sate, y« the over 
anmptooDs expenses that the canons have interprysed ta reedi- 
fyenge tbe body of theyr cathedrall church, which yer it be 
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ftiUy fyneshed will utterly consume the small resydew of the 
church treasure remayninge in their custody, without any prnfj't- 
ahle cffecte, savinge to norysh clatteringe conventyctes of barba- 
rous rural! persons, the deformed habitacions of the pore colle- 
gyans in soch beggerly ruyne and so wrechedly decayed that 
hoiiestye will abborre to beholde them. Which to remedy, 
pleaseth the kynges highnes of his gracyous bountye to graunte 
the Grey Freres place at Kennerddyii,* where his most noble 
progenytour and graundefather lyeth honorably entiered, lyceti- 
synge the see thydder to be translated, which (his graces pleasour 
con de seen dJnge) niaye be perfourmcd withoute any chargeable 
difficultie, and not only the pore collegj'ans but also the canons 
resydentearj'ea myght be there pleasantly enhabited, with habound- 
ant provision of all necessarye commoditees, contynually havinge 
oportune occasion to profite the kynges subjectcs. Whereas 
at S. Davids, lurkynge in a desolate corner, they that be best 
mynded can do veraye litle good in case they wold, savynge to 
them selves. And concernynge the fTreres, that they nether shuld 
be agreered with any prejudice, I dowtc not but under the kynges 
highnes favour of soch prefeiremcntcs as I have of his grace suffi- 
ciently to provydc for every one of them that slialbe founde an 
able mynister of Christes church in competente lernynge and 
honest conversacion. Moreover the sayed towne of Kermerddyn 
beinge the most frequented place and indiiferently sytuate in the 
myddle of the dyocesse, 1 myght there (and God willingc so I 
wolde) settle my contynuall consistory, assisted with lerned per- 
sona, maynteynynge a ffrc grammer scole, with a dayly lecture 
of holy scripture, whereby Gods honour princypally preferred, 
the Welsh rudenes decreasynge. Christian cyvilitye maye be in- 

* Thl) nu probsblj the priorjr at Curmarthea, ofwhii^h tlicro ire ilill coiuiilerable 
rrnuloi. Tliii letter leema to contradict the common opioion Ihit Edmand Tudar. 
Anl Birl of Richmond, the fBtliei of King Hnir; VII, wbi buried in iho rathednl of 
St. Oivid't. Hii rcmuni were jwrhipi remored Ibilber on the luppmgian of U» 
Itcry. 
L'OAMD. ROC. 2 B 
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troduced to the famous renowne of the kynges supremytyef 
whose princely majestye almightye Jesu preserve with your good 
lordship. From Kermerddyn, the last daye of Merch, 

Your lordeshyppes to commaund, 

W. Mbnbvbn. 
To the right honorable 
and m; BjDguler good 
lorde m; lorde prirejr 



ThexuniiuciOD ofThoi 
uf CberBujr, 



Inpr 






pryc 



Itncloifd mi/A Iht fartgving lelltrJ] 

IS Hore, prior oF Cardigan, donatyve of the late nODMterji 

incernyuge the pretensed tnper of oar Ladjr there. 

lur Bayelh that he bath be prior (here the apace of fyre jerea. 



1, that be nerer xaw the taper of our Ladj nithin bat at the neder ende, «her« 
it Bppered nood unto his judgement. 

Item, Chat be estemcd the same to be a holj reljiiue to his judgemeiite, accordinge 
to the fame of the cuatrejr, usto the tymc (hat be saw it opened. And then be con- 
fesseth bym selfe to have he deceayed thErio. 

Item, tliat the image now situate in the ehnrch of Cardigan, which ya uaed for a 
greate pilgreniage to ttiia preaente daye, wai founde etaadinge apon the rjrer of Tjrre, 
beinge an orme of the eee, and her Sonne apon her lappe, and the same taper bernynge 
in her bande. 

Item, that the said ymage woa caryed Srosn thens unto Chriatea chnrcb of Cardigan, 
and the sayd ymagp wold not tarry there, but was founde thre or fowrc tyme« in the 
place where now ya bujlded the church of our Lady, and the taper bruDDynge io ber 
bande, which contynued sCjU burnynge the space of nyne yeres, without waalinge, 
uutill the lyme that one foriware hymselfe theron, and then it extincted, and nerei 
buroed after. 

Item, that aence the oeaiinge of hurnynge of the snyd taper, it was encloaed and 
taken for a greate rclyque, and BO worshipped and kjssed of pylgremes, and used of 
men to sweare bj in diflii-ill sad barde matters,* wherof the adrauntage admonnted to 
greate sgrntncs of roonej in tymes passed, pajeogc yerelj of the same ii'' nobles for ■ 
pcncion unto tbabbot of Chersey. 

lliBiamiiiBcion of syrt Morgan Meredeth, vicar of our l4ady church there. 

Inprimis. be tayeth that he hath be vitar there «)". yeres. 

* We might imagine, by the number of holy relics which the Welsh had to swear by, 
that they were constantly in (be habit of false -snesring, and did not belicTe One 
another. Other instances will be found in Giraldus Camhrensis, Jfac. 

t Sir, applied to a priest, was a scholastic title, the translation of ifanjiiiu, givea 
to a person who had taken his (irB( degree in the universitj. We meet with other 
instances in the course of these letters. 
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item, that prior Jofaui Frodssm* tolde hym, Ibat becsuie the people take Che whi 
■njc, be put the tree beneth. Ihst the people ahold not djinineBh the eubetsnce of the 
Uperi othcrwiM he uienCetb aad sgreetb ia all tliingca vitb the priour. 

hjuHttiimtt dictii priori tl eicario facie tt iijunefe, dmrno fej/o die mcruu Mereij, 
aitclarilate rigia aedianle. 

Inprimig, that the iiyd prior and ricare alltmit tticiiui shall preach and declare the 
fOapell or the epUllc reaile apon that daje in the mother tongne, expon^nge the mudb 
•jDcerljr tt Terrc as their lernjnge irill eitende, openynge to the people the abbomiDO- 
tde idalatri and diBceatfiill Juggliage of their predicessours there in worshippinge and 
canitD^ (0 be worshipped a pece of old rotleo tjmber, pattiage the people in belefe 
the lame to be a holy relique, and a taper which had burned withoal conaumynge or 
wait, &c. 

Item, the nyd pryonr and vicar shall so preach every Sondaye and holyday bctwitle 
this and domiaiea In aliii. 

Item, the layd prior and ficare ihall do awaye or canse to be done awaye all maner 
ofclolbei, fygured wax, delusyona of mynclet, shroodei, and other enlysemcnles of 
the igDonmte people to pilgremage and ydolatry. 

Item, that they shall take an ynventory of all and eiery loch dothea, wai.BbrowdeSi 
and other eotyeemeDtea, and the same shall conTerte Into the use of pore people, or 
Dthnrwise to some other good use, makynge IbcTof a rocknyngB in writinge, declarings 
the trewe beilowynge apd oaioge of the same. 

Item, that all aa<l syaguler theae injunctyona ahalbe iniriolablye observed In payne 



M oontoipte. 

^^p After mo 
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[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. i 



sa.j 



> After taoBtehtimblerecommendacionSipleasitfa your lordeshippe 
to be adTerty§ede, that immedyatly tipon the receyte of your 
honorable lettres, 1 made deiyvery of soche goodes of the chaun- 
totiTB of Seynte Davydes as remayned in my custodye ; and where 
t was auggestyde that 1 vysetede his howse and toke awaye all his 



■ Probably Kore** predecetaor in the office. 
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goodes and catalle, to sertefye your lordealijppe unfayndly of the 
treweth, I causyde notliinge to be removedc thence butt certeyne 
chestcs, wherein was perceyvede to be hia plate and moneyj 
whiche after his voluntary submyssion 1 dyd upon consyderacyons, 
bycause parte of the contrie was rj'otously raysid uppe by his 
ffrendes, and for the manacynge rumoures of Mr. Rychard Dc- 
vouras liytber commynge, as this barer my brother can ferder 
enforme your lordeshippe with the hole circumstance of the 
cbauntres ferre abusyde demeanour and intoUerable fassheon. 
Wherein doinge my dutie, though I have nott excedyd equyte and 
conscience, yett is ther soche valyant baringe, contrarye to all 
justice, that onles your good lordeshippe he my favorable defence 
in right, I shall not escape confusyon. For, whatt by moche 
money and many myghty ffrendes, my adversaries, as they make 
theyr advaunte, dubt nothinge to prevayle. And of this partyall 
baringe the pryncypall procurers are two of my rycheste cannons 
(other lawde I can nott geve theym), sworne chaplaynes to my 
lorde Ferreis, Mr. Gryffith ap Owen and Mr. John Lewes, trea- 
sorer of Seynte Davydes, who upon dyspleasure causeles in this 
mater to hynder my fame and to elevate my hatred, have sythen 
absentyd theyme selfF, contrarye to the kynges actes, ydelly 
Bojournynge in Carmerdyne, and nowe fully porposide withowte 
occasyon of greyff to be playntyffe agaynste mc, whom I never 
agrevyde in no case, escepte they acounte it for a greif, bycause 
in the late sedytyous season, havynge notycion that certeyn of the 
rebellyous lettrcs were amongest the cannons, sever[ally] examyn- 
ynge theym I tryede owte that the treasorer had a copye, whiche I 
requyringe liime to delyver, he made excuse that he hade loste it, 
whereof I wrote to my brother tlien beinge att London to ccrtefie 
your lordeshippe, whiche cam iiutt to his handcs, butt as I am 
enformede were syns delyvered to Mr. William Popley. Con- 
ceminge the other, Mr. Lewes Gryfiyth ap Owen, in my lato 
vysytacion itt was presentyde and founde that he hade kepte a 
certeyn woman, havinge dyvers chyhiren by her, and causyde 
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^^^k she affirmith, forced) her to contracte matrymony mth a spr- 
^^^Hbte of his oven, and sythen by the space of ij. yeres hath suf- 
^^Htde her dayly frequentj-nge his howse to acompany another canon, 
^^^pH of his nexte neyghboures (by whome she hath hade one 
^^Kfaylde, and is redy to be delyrerede of another) ; whiche with lykc 
necessarie maters of reformatyon I charytably layde to theyr 
charge. And as for any other causes of greiff, I knowe none that 
they can lawfully allege agaynste me, excepte they be agrevyde 
with my contynuall prechinge and syncere settynge forthe of the 
kynges gracyous artycles to the reproclie of ungodly superstycyoii 
and abhomj-nable idolatry, whiche with horrj'ble blasphemy agaynste 
God, and detestable delusyon of the kynges subgettes, have bene 
here shamfully supportyd, as by apparente evydens att your lorde- 
shippes pleasour redy to be showed, shall manyfestlv apere. And 
yet in all thiese thinges, natwithstandynge their obstynate repug- 
nance, 1 have usyde soche attempred moderacion, that yf they can 
justly convynce me of any rasshe inordynate extremyte, I wyll 
never desire to be favored of your lordeshippe, whiche as I have 
allwayes largely founde withowte any demeryte, so I truste never 
by noo mysdemeanour to lose ; as kiiowith Criate, who have your 
good lordeshippe in his kepynge. Frome Seynte Davydes, the v"" 
daye of Apryll. 



^^^^TbR^^* 



Your lordeshyppes to commaunde, 

W. MSNE 



je of DarTcl Gatberen, 

hfltE bceo ta object ol 

lAndon, and id Mbj i 

GncDwicb, who had bn 

Ig'a nipmDacj. The 

Baidenble Mnaatioa ai 

n- lalliDg the Itor; at friar Fori 



icd in the following Islter, wbich appur* to 

a Wales, wbb iub9e<|uently tranaported to 

publiclf burnt in Smithlicld, along with friar Porcit of 

andemnEd for high treiaon in denying and apposing the 



of Ihii image with the friat a; 



sated 






u btougbt to the gallows, which ii 



lioncd by most of Ibe cbronicten. Hall. 
\ little before the execution, a huge and 
ui bniagbt out of Wale*, and of 
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WeUhmen much looghC aixl irorBfaipped. This image ««■ called Dirrell Gallierai^ 
and the Wclahmeu had a propbec; that this image should icl a whole Fureat a lire, 
nhicb prophec; now took rffecl, for he Bet ihia friar FotsbI □□ fire aad conaumcd him 

to nothing Upon the gnllows thst he died on <raa set op in great lettw* 

these verses following ; 

" David Darnell Gatheren, 
Aa aaith the Weliihmeo, 

Fetched outkwea out of hell. 
Now is he come with spere aod shilde 
In hames to burn in Smithfelde, 

Far in Wales he majr not dwell. 
And Forest the frier, 
That obstinate Iyer, 

That wilfully shalbe dead, 
In hi> contumacie 
The Gospel) doth deny. 

The kyug to be supreme bead." 
d leem by these Terses that the imago represenled a mai 
:d. Bishop Latimer preached a lermoD on thia occaaioD. 



EI.18 PRICE TO CBOHWBL.!.. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 55".] 

Ryghte honorable and my syngular goode lorde and mayster, all 
circumstauncys and thankes sett aside, pleasithe yt youre good 
lordeshipe to be advertisid that where I was constitute and made 
by youre honorable desire and commaundmente conimissarie 
generall of the dyosese of Saynte Assaph, I have done my dylygens 
and dutie for tlie expulsinge and takynge awaye of certen abu- 
sions, supersticions, and ipocryses usid within the saide diosece of 
Saynte Assaph, aoordynge to the kyngea honorable actes and in- 
junctions therin made. That notwithstondinge, there ys an image 
of Darvellgadam within the saide diosece, in whome the people 
have so greate confidence, hope, and truste, that they cumme daylye 
a pillgramage unto hym, somme withe kyne, other with oxen or 
horsis, and the reste withe money, iosomuche that there was fyve 
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syxe Imndrethe pillgrames to a mans estimacion that offered 
to the saide image the fifte daie of this presente monethe of Aprill. 
TTie innocente people hathe ben sore aluryd and entisid to wor- 
shipe the saidc image, insomuche that there is a commyn sayinge 
as yet amongist them that wliosoever w-ill offer anie thinge to the 
saide image of Dan-ellgadarn, he hathe power to fatche hym or 
them that so offers oute of hell Tvhen they be dampned. Ther- 

Ifore, for the rcformacion and amendmente of the premisses, I 
wolde gladlie knowe by this berer youre honorable pleasure and 
will, as knowithe God, who ever preserve your lordeshipe longe 
in welthe and honor. Writen in Northe Wales, the vj. daye of 
this presente Aprill. 
Youre bcdman and dayelye oratour by dutie, 
r Elis Phick. 

A parlf of commisiiancra were, iboat thii time, diipntched towards Wales, who ap- 
peir to liH a been chieHr directed agninBt the hoDscB of the diSerent ordera of friws, 
BMBf of tlieiD ■mall eslabliihmenls, which bad beeo allowed (o escape the first act of 
■upprMriiin. One of the moit active of Iheie commiisionen wag Richard [suffrngin} 
Uahop of Dorer,* and we will break throngh the strict chronological order of the let- 
Un during the present fear (1338) in order to follow him, aod afterwanU • dISermt 



ijofec 



veral progre. 



RICHAKD BISHOP OF DOVER* TO GIIOMWELL. 

[Prom MS. Cotton. Cteap. E. iv. fol. SI!.] 

My synguler good lorde, in my umbyll maner pleseyht yt yower 

* Ue ^pn hit name Richard Dorereiuit or Datorneiii and in an antbentiii Joeu- 
nent printed at p. 'iort o( the proaent volotne b« i> nailed HgcAard byichop of Davoi; 
Mil on another oceaiion (p. SSH) by Dr. London Bif ford nf Dmtr. In the catalogue 
of the Cottosian MSS. he ii ilwaya called lUeMard DerrrtuM, but the Mr. Ryekard 
r manlioned b; hiahop Barlow [p IFtR') maul either hr mother peraon, or a 
:i of the biihop'i. 
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good lordeschyp to understand, that accordeyng to ray dewte 
at yower commandcment I have receyveyd to the kJ^lges heynes 
use the iiij. howseys off ffreyrs in Boston,* very pore howseys 
and pore persons, and accordeyng to yower letter I have delyveryd 
the same howses to master Tavemer and master Johnys, serranttes 
to the kynges grace, with all the pore implementtes for hys money. 
In my way thederwarde I fonde a howse of Austen ffreyrs in 
Huntteyngton,t very pore, the which also I receyveyd, and dely- 
veryd the same to one Phelyp Clampe, one of the kynges ser- 
vanttes, accordeyng to the kynges plesur as master chanselerea 
letter of the agmentacyon sygnyfyyd to me. They howseys be all 
metely ledeyd; I thynke in Hunteyngton abowte viij. foder, and 
in Boston I thynke in the iiij. howses abowte iiij. schor foder or 
more. 1 now am in Lyncolne, where that also I have receyveyde 
iiij. pore howseys,J non thyng lefte but stonys and pore glasse, but 
metely ledeyd. All the led and bellys I leve to the kynges use ; 
and as for plate allso I save, the which ys very ly tyll. Yf that I fynde 
xij. unc. in a howse, yt ys well ; fore the more parte vij. or viij. unc, 
ys the most. In Lyncolne, in the Grey Freyrs ys a godely 
condyle, for the which the meyar and the aldermen was with me 
to make sule to have the condythe into the cete. I kowde nott 
satysfy them tyll that 1 promyseyd them to wryght in ther behalfe 
to yower lordschyp for the same, and so they have a letter of me 
to yower lordschy]i, besecheyng yow to be good lord to them ; tliey 
orderyd me very jentylly ther. I trosteyd to a made an ende of 
the vesytacyon : but I am certefyyd that yet ther be stondeyng in 
the north parte above xx. placeys of frej-rs, as in Grantham, in 
Newarke, in Grymsseby, in Hull, in Beverley, in Scharborow, in 
Carlehyll, in Lancaster, and in dyverse placeys more, for the which 
howseys ! well serge so that I trost to leve but fewe in Ynglond 

■ The Monaaticon conUins acconnts of oalj three houies of frian at Boatoa id IJb> 
colashire, nauiely, the Black Friars, Grey Priara, and White Friars. 

f The priory of Auslja CBDans st HuntiDgJon is said lo have been founded originiDj 
in the tenth century. The last (iriur WSE Hugh Oliree, alias Whitewick. 

i There were hnusei of bhick. grey, white, and Anitin friu«, in Liacoln, besides a 
house offriui de Saccu, all which are deecribed in the Monaaticaa. 



i 



8UPPBE8SIOX OP HONA8TBRIES. 193 

before Ester, and I thyngke yt woU be ner Ester or that I can make 
an endc, besecheyng yower lordschyp to be good lorde for the pore 
ffreyrs capacytes ; they be very pore and can have lytyll serves 
withowtt ther capacyte§. The byschoyppys and curettes be very 
hard to them, withowtt they have ther capacytes. And, my good 
lord, I harttely beaeche yow be good lord to nie for ray leveyng 
in Langley, as all my trost ys in yower lordschyp, and in non oder, 
and I evar att yower commandemente to the uttermost of my lytyll 
powre, be goddes grace, boo evar preserve yower lordschyp to hya 
hey honor. Wretyn in Lyncolne, thys fyrste Sonday of Lentt, by 
yower pore servantt and orator, 

Richard Dovorgn'C. 
To my tjagu\ar good 

fCrumnell lorde 
teole tbyg delyrer. 

In tbc next letter w 
probably received dcd 

^^fjly singular good lorde, In my humely maner plesith yt your 
good lordechipe to understande, that I have ben at Norhthamptoii, 
at Coventre, at Aderstone, at Warwike, at Tlielford, at Drayte- 
wich, at Wisitor,* and now am at Gloscetur intendyng toward 
Bristowe. In every place ys povertey and moche achiffte made 
with auche as theie had before, as yewellys selling, and other 
acbifite by leasys. But in all thea placys I have sett steys by 
mturys making, and the common scalys sequestering, so that 



RICHARD BISHOP OF DOVER TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS, Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. p. 250.] 
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now thei have no schiifte to make, so that I thinke before the yera 
be owt ther schall be very fewe howsis abill to lj"ve, but schall be 
glade to gift'e up their howseis and provide for them selvys other- 
wise, for their thei schall have no living. As for Gloscetor, wher 
that now I am, I thinke their be ij. howseis that will give up 
their howsies, for thei have no living. I schall order them so well 
as I can, and at my next letter I schall certefey your lordescbipe of 
them. The cause of my writing now ys for ij. howseis speciallyj 
that ys for Aderston,* an howse of Austen freeres, x. mile from. 
Coventre, and for Wheych. For thes ij. howseis your lordechipe 
may at your plesure adpoynte to helpe sum to them. At Ader- 
stone, I have adpoynteicl the prior to se good serveyd till that I 
knowe further off your plesure ; but all ya gon, so that thei war 
not abill to make schifite to paye for my costis, nor to giffe me 
on peny of the contribucyon to their visitor accustomeyd. That 
howse ys a propar liowae, and certeyne londe longing to yt 
lieing rownde abowte yt to the valure, as yt ys laten owt by lease, 
of iiij. markys by yere. All the stuffe ys not worthe xl*. beside a 
chales and a bell, and leade ys non ther. And towcheing Wheych, 
the which ys the principall cause of my writing, yt ys not abill to 
contynue a howse of religion to kepe above on freer, for all ya 
solid. He that was prior, by whom at Hester yow senthe your 
letters to tlie balys their to se all their stuffe delyveryd ageyne in- 
to the howse, he hathe in lesse than on jere that he hathe be prior 
ther fellyd and solid vij. score good elmys, a chates of gillt of iij*". 
unc. and X. unc., a senser ofxxsvj. unc,, ij. gret brasse pottys 
eche ahull to setlie an boll ose as men aey, spetj-s, pannys, and 
other, so that in the howse ys not left on bede, on schetc, on 
plater or dische, nor for all the promes that be made to your 



• At AtheratoDe, in Warwicluhire, there was ■ small priory of friars eremib 
the order of St. AngiuCiae, fooiided id 1375, by Ralph, lurd Baiaet of DraitoD. 
stated in the Moiuslicou thai tbU huuie was dUsolved in the 31 Hen. VIII., i 



lordescliipe he ys not abill to bring home eny thing ageyne, nor 
yet to make a trewe accowntes wher this ys spent by xx, markys 
truly. And in his cofer I fowne sj. bullys of the bischopis of Rome, 
and above an hunderyd letters of pardons, and in all the bokys in 
the quere the bischope of Rome still standing aa he did xx. yerys 
past. I iiave ctiargid the balys that he schall be forthe camming ; 
and for the howee I have sett a pore freer to kepe masse ther, and 
I hare providyd for his horde and leveyng to be payde xvj. a 
weke, till your further plesure be knowen in yt. Their be iij. 
labur for yt, that ys sir John Russell, schreyv-e of Wisitor schere, 
he ys cum to London to sewe for yt ; Mr. Pye ; and Mr. Newell, 
servant with my lorde of Wisitor, ffor whom at the desyar of my 
lorde of Wisitor I spake to your lordescipe, for and excepte he 
have yt I thinkc he schalt lese a mariage of xl. markys by yere. 
Your lordeschipe may do your plesure. This ys the subatans of 
yt. The bowse ys mete for no man to dwcUe in, wilhowte gret 
costis don on yt. Yt standith in a good ayer, and yt hathe so 
many tenauntreys and closeis abowte yt as be laten for v'i. by jore. 
Their be ij. good bellys, a chales, and a fewe vestmentes of litill 
valure ; the stoffe beside ys not worthe xl'. Leade ther ys non, 
except in ij. gutteres, the which the prior hathe conveyd into the 
towne, but yt ys suar. Yt ys metely wodeyd in hege rowys. Here 
ys all, beseching your lordeschipe to knowe your plesure. yff eny 
thing I schall do in theis ii. howseia. I achallcum within x. mile 
of Uiem in my progresse, but what soever yow order for them I 
pray yow be so good lorde that my chargis their may be payde off 
the stulTe and the dewteis of the howseis, and that I may be dis- 
chargid of the horde and wagis for the freer at Wheich, for I had 
neither pcny nor peny worthe in eny off them. Also, my lorde, I 
beseche yow to sende me your plesure yff that 1 schall ukcdill with 
B howsc of wheile freerea in Winchester.* I here that their be 
Kres, and whether eny ordenans be made by the kingis grace 

■At Wincbnter there *u ■ prior; of Carmclitv or whiU frian, fuuDileil in W,^, 
Ii iMod aypatitr the diurcli of Si. Micluel, liol of wliirli very tillle ■■ known 
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or yow I knowe not. Your plesure in theis, ray lorde, I hart 
beseche yow, and I ever at your commandment by Goddis grace, 
hoo presence yow to heis hei honor. Tliia xxiij. day of Maye. 
From Gtoscetur, by your servant and orator, 

Richard Dovobbns. 



It uenu bf the date of the followins letter that the biihop rsmiined getenl weeki 
occupied between Gtauceitir and Briitol. It appears, howerer, that during thii 
period be had viiited Marlboron^ and WiDchcBter, and perhspi aba some other places 
in that part of the coantrj. 

XCTlll. 
RICHABD BISHOP OF DOVER TO CBOUWBI.L. 
[fVom MS. Cottoo. Cleop. E. tv. fol. !51.] 
My synguler good lorde, my dewte presupposyd, pteseythe yt 
yower good lordeschype to understande, that before I receyvyd 
yower letter by my servantt, I had beyn in Brystowe at the Wliyte 
Frjers,* and also in ij. howsys of Glowsetur, and ther for thegret 
clamor that was for dettes ther, I had men assyngneyd by the 
mayeres of bothe towneys to prise suche as was in thoys iij. 
howsys, and solde all and payd the dettea, as by my accounttes yt 
shall appere, and the howsys put in saffe custody tyll the kyngea 
plesnr be forther knowyii. The substans in the more parte of tltc 
howsys ys very small ; in dyverse placeys lytyll more than the 
dettes; and the clamor of pore men to whom tlie monye ys 
oweynge ys to tedyus. Wherfor thya order I toke tyll yower let- 
ter cam specyalty, where that the dettes were raoche. But nowe 
that 1 knowe your forther plesur, I shall folowe yower commande- 
ment so nere as I can, and accordeynge to yt I have begon witli 
the Grey Fryers in Glowsetur.f And because 1 am in dowte off 
■ The prior; of the Carmelite* or White Friars id Gloueeatcr, B tnall honM, was 
fonnded in the latter part of the reign of Henry 111. 

t There «ai in GloaceMer ■ hoiue of Grej or Pruiciacan Priara, or Priara Minan. 
vhicb eiialed aa early ■■ the year 1SG8, bat the dateof ita foundation ii u 
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my retume to London, I sende to yow here the copya oflF every 

" tdenterofftheinventorys otf every howse that hathe gyffyn up into 

kynges liondea, because yf that yt shall forten in the tyme any 

iwse by the kynges grace or yow to be set any order for yt, that ye 

laye knon-e the order and substans off that howse by theys copys. 
And where that yt liathe pleseyd yower lordescliype to wryght 
to me, as ye juge, that thowgh I liave changeyd my habet, I have 

it changeyd my fryeres hartt, goode my lorde, juge me not ao, 
God shall be my juge, my fryers hart was gone ij, yerea befor 
habet, saveynge only my leveynge ; but the favor that I have 
lewyd hathe not be for my fryers hartt, but to brynge all 
thynges with the moste quiet to passe ; and also tyll now that 
yower honorabuU letter cam to me, I never koulde perseyve any 
thynge of yower pleaur, but ever fereyd that yf I wer to quike, 
that I shulde offende yower lordeschype, the whyche I wolde not by 
my wyll for all that I am abull to make in the worlde. But yff 
that I myght know that 1 shulde not offende the kynges grace 
nor yower lordeschype, I koulde by juste and fayer menys, and do 
no wronge, dyapache a gret parte off the fryeres in Ynglonde, or 
ray yerc off ^-ysytacyon was endeyd, so that I myght have sum 
lyberte to lycens them to change ther habettes after ther howays 
were gyffyn up. For off trewthe ther harttes be dene from the 
relygyon the more parte, so they myght change ther cotes, the 
whyche they be not abuU to paye for, for they have no thenge. I 
harttely bcseche yower lordeschype be good lorde to theys jiore 
men that have gyffyn up ther howaya that they may have sum 
dyschai^e. I sende ther namys here indoseyd. And where yower 
lordschype noteythe that I shulde sura thinge wryght in conimen- 
dacyon of the fryers, and suffer sum to tery at mennys desyer, the 
trewthe ya, I have ao don because that 1 wolde not be taken to 
schcwe thera extremyte, but rather favor. But in my besynea 
nmonge them, ther appereythe lytyll favor, for where that I fyndc 
them fawte, I declare ther fawttea after suche facyon that tliey 

:hcr woll gyffe up the howsys, than I shulde declare ther deme- 
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nors, as by that menys I have receyvyd iij. howsys sythe that I 
wroght laste to yower lordeschype, the whyche I tliynke nolde not 
a lytyll a moveyd yower lordschype, yff ye had knowen the order 
off them; sum stekeynge faste in wyndowys nakeyd goj-nge to 
drabbes, so that the peler was fayne to be sawyde to have hym 
owte; sum beynge plucked from under drabbes beddes; sum 
feytynge so tliat the knyffe hathe stoken in the bone ; wythe 
Buche other praty besynes, off the whyche I have to moche. But 
on I thynke ye shulde doo a goode dede to wryglit to the mayer 
of Marleburthe, that he sumwhat loke on a fryer ther that ys in 
prison for a mayde chylde otf x. or xi. yeres of age, whom he useyd 
nowtely ; they wolde that I shuUle a delyvcryd hym at my beynge 
ther, but master Yorke and I spake with the chylde and here 
fryndes, so that the mater appereyd so that I wolde not medell 
with the fryer. As for the Glacke Fryers of Wynchester,* I lefte 
yt witli all the stufie in a seculer raannys handdes, and gave but 
lycens to the prior to say masse ther tyll that I sent hym my 
letter ageyn, the whyche nowe I have senth to advoyde hym 
thense. 

Sythe that I last wroght to yower lordschype I have receyvyd 
iiij. howsys into the kynges handdes. The Whyte Fryeres in 
Brystowe,t the whyche all that was in yt ys lytyll more than payd 
the dettes. Yt ys a goodly howse in byldeynge, mete for a gret 
man, no renttes but ther gardens, Ther ys a chapell and an yle 
off the chyrche, and dy verse gutteres, spowtes, and condyles, lede ; 
the reste all tylle and slate, A goodly laver and condyte cumynge 
to yt. Thys howse was in dett above xvj". of the whyche payd 
viij",, the rest dyschargeyd by plegeys. In Glowsetnr I have 
dyschargeyd iij, howseys, as by the mayer and aldermennys handes 



* Tbe boaae of Black or Dominican PiiBTg ia Wiacheater, wu founded b; Peter de 
RopibUB, or Derrocbes. biehop of Wiacbester, in ISEl. 

t I lind no account of this house in the Monutlcau. It wu agunst the order of 
tlie frisrt to poiaees laad^ ; but the garJuna, nhich they let oat on leases, were oUooed 
to pus by ■ quibble. 
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ly perseyve. The Blacke Fryers * ys a proper lytyll howse ; 
led but on yie ; no reiittes, but tlier gardens, tlie whyche 
master Bell the alderman hathe in lese under ther convente sell 
for many yeres, and I harttely desyer yow be good lorde to hym 
that he also may have that howse. He dothe moche goode in that 
towne nmonge the pore pepull, setteynge many on worke, above iij. 
hunderyd dayly ; and I am moche bow-nde to hym for heys gret 
comfort in all my besynes tber at bothe tymya, and for the more 
parte 1 have beyn at borde with liym. I besecbe yone he good 
lorde to bj-m. The Grey Fryers ys a goodly howse, moche otf yt 
byldeyd, specyally the chyrche, quere, and dorter; the rest small 
iynges ; dyverse leseys owt for yeres off logeynges and gardens ; 
led but a condyte and small gutturs. The Whyte Fryeres but 
small howse, and in decay, and sum howseys taken downe and 
aolde ; no renttes but ss*. by yere, and that ys taken for xx. yeres 
befor, off the wyche ix. or x. yere to cum. Yonge Thomas 
hathe parte off the gardens off yt for yeres, I wold he 
[ht have that howse, yf yt pleseyd the kynges grace and 
'er lordscbype. My singulergoodelorde, I mekely beseche yow 
pardon me of my rude and longe wrytynge, and yff yt plese yow 
to be good lorde to me to sende the dyscharge for the fr)'eres and 
yower forther pleaur by thys brynger, be shall sende yt to me to 
Ludlowe or Harforde t thys neste weke, and 1 ever yower orator 
to Jhesu, whom I hartely beseche to gy^'e me that grace to do 
that thynge that shall be to hys hey honor, to the kynges graceys 
and yowers, to the whyclie I woll appley my selfe to the 
lOat of my pore, 

Yowr servantt and orater, 

Richard Dovobens. 



I My gude lorde, if that 30 wold be so gode lord to me to send to 



1 fuuadcd about 
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me a banderyd vomu for t^ deiyreians of * Iranderyd Auuu 
thi£ Kball ^^ op tfaer bowieys in tfajs iNugiisae, and lera a 
■pace for tfaer nantey^ I voU brynge >(nr tfae naniep and pboe 
at my retome. And, gode my lord, I besedie joa thjnke Dokt 
that I am anr feynonr to jov, for 1 iosoer 30W I am oojl, bat am 
sod voU be as trew and as Mcrete to }OW as anr serrantt that je 
hare, and aa ^ad to do that tlijng that schnld plese God specyaDj- 
and the kyi^ea giaee aod jov. 1 wolde do all tfaynges with so 
moche quiet aad mthowt any clamor 90 oer as I know ; if that I 
knew jover plemtr, ther schall no parte he left imdoD so aer as I 
aujr. Mj commyacyon gyfirht me no anctoryte to pat any owte 
witfatnrte tbey gyff op tber boirseys : but if that I knew yiwer 
fltMOTf I may fynde caoaeys mffycyent to put them owte of many 
plaoeys, for ther mydervyng and for disobeyyog the instmcx:yoos 
and thelcji^ea actea. 

[At] WiDcbelse, aecordeyng to jower commandement, 1 baTe 
aoU tfae atnff; the bowse is at tbe kynges CMnmandement and 



To Bj tjmgtitt gtoit lord* 
CndBwdl, lordi ftrrj aetie, 
be Ikri dtiTTCTT' with 



E Loan cacmrBix, t«*PB ram 
a bmTB dpcIwEc for theji frym 



Tlie BlBcke Pryen of Glouetcr. 
Fryer iohwi lUjBoIilei, )McbjW in djTTafte, fnor m 
Frja Jobao Hovper, 
Fryer Bjcturd Bykitid. 
Fryer Wylljuu Swd, 
Fryer Wyllyun WiUon. 
Fryer tUBe HoweU. 
Fryer Thoinu Heykymf . 
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The Wh jte of Gloseter. 

Vrjer Thomas Knygfat. 
Fryer Wyllyam Pleaans. 
Frjer Henry Byschewode. 

The Grey Fryers off Gloseter. 

Fryer Wyllyam Lyghtfote. 
Fryer Johan Barclaye. 
Fryer Henry Jaket. 
Fryer George Coper. 
Fryer Johan Rebnll. 

The Whyte Fryers of Brystowe. 

Fryer Thomas Wnucall. 
Fryer Thomas Clyfton. 
Fryer Symon Vagan. 
Fryer Johan Hoper. 

The Whyte Fryeres of Marlysborowe.* 

Fryer Thomas Goldysborowe. 
Fryer Crystofer Hyll. 
Fryer Martyn Brasy. 
Fryer Austen More. 
F^er Johan Arnolde. 

The Grey Fryers off Wynchester. • 

Fryer Thomas Parys. 
Fryer Wyllyam Kenett. 
Fryer Rycharde Forde. 

The Austen Fryers off Wynchester.f 
Fryer Johan Wyhtt. 

The Blacke Fryers off Wynchester. 

Fryer Rycharde Chessam, doctor of dy^ynyte, prior. 

Fryer Robarde Browne. 

Fryer Johan George. 

Fryer Nycholas Barker. 

Fryer Johan Ynggylbye. 

Fryer Robarde Haynys. 

* Hie home of the white friars in Marlborough was founded by two merchants 
io 1316. 

OAMD. 80C. 2 D 
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1 traiite iij. Or iiij. FreercB Damcfs of the Austen nnd ^^lieyte Freerei of Wiachuter. 
I lefts the bobe al ham. If je wuld be bo gode (a Bend to me iij. or iiij. waranttes 
with a apace fdr thcr namja, I ner bonde to fow. 

M ]i lorde, I inlende, God willing, four pleaute not knowea to the contnurj, to rids 
DOW to Bristow, to Winchester, to Chichester, to AirondeU, to Sonthsmtoa, to Sali*- 
bcrj. and ao all the weit contre within xrj. mite of the Mownibe. and bo retume into 
Watyg, Bdd cnm agej ne to Lndlowe and to Schrewiiiber;, and so to Denbith and to 
BaciKBr, and bo to Westcheater and to Lancaiter, and so all the northe abowUie at 
I relume. In all placcjB wher m yet I have ben I hOTB made invenl 
and aeleyil up their common aealfs bo that thei shall sell or alientte Domorei 
jewellys nor other stulTe, nberfor I am suar that within ■ yere the more parte i 
fajno to gifTe up their howseia for povertey. I bescche your lordechipe 
BCrvant may knowe your pIcBure whether he ahoU adwsythe for a It 
lordetchipe or no. 
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i OF THE FRIARS GLOUCESTER. 



[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol, 25S.*] 

Memorandum, tliys ssviij. day of Julii, in the sxx. yer of oirer 
most dred soveren lord kyng Henry the viij"*, Rychard byschop of 
Dowor and vesytor under the lord prevy selle for the kyiiges grace 
was in Glowsetur, and tlier Itcfor the meyar and aldermen in the 
howseys of freerea ther at ij. tymeys in ij. days putt the seyd freeres 
att ther lyberteys, whether they void contynew in ther howseys and 
kepe ther relygyon and injuxcyons accordeyng to the same, or ellys 
gyffther howseys into the kynges handdes, Tlie injuxcyons he 
ther declareyd among them, tlie whyche war thowthe by the seyd 
nieyar and aldermen to be good and resonabyli, and also the seyd 
freeres seyd tliat they war accordeyng to ther rewlys, yet aa the 

* The eoDTCDt of the Grey Fiiirs at WiDcheiter is laid to have been founded by 
Edxard 111. 

t Thij home stood outside Ihe town : the Austin friars eellffd here in the lime of 
Ediraril I . 
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nrlde ys nowe they war iiott abull to kepe tlieni and leffe in thcr 

Sowseys, wlierfore voluntaryly they gaffe ther howseys into the 

resytores handes to tlie kynges use. The vesytor seyd to them, 

* thynke not, nor hereafter reportt nott, that ye be suppresseyd, for 

I have noo suche auctoryte to suppresse yow, but only to reforme 

iw, wlierfor yf ye woU be reformeyd accordeyng to good order, 

e may contynew for all me." They seyd they war nott abull to 

lontynew. VVherfor the vesytor toke tlier howseys, and charyta- 

itilly delyveryd them, and gaff them letteres to vesyte ther fryndes, 

nd so to goo to oder howseys, with the whyche they war wery 

frell contentt, and soo departeyd. Thys whe the seyd meyar and 

idermen testyfy by ower handes subscrj'beyd. 

Maister Wyllyam Hasard, raeyr. 
Master Wylyam Mathew, aldcrmon. 
Mr. Thomas Bell the elder, alderman. 
Thomas Payne, alderman. 






a their progreii to tjhrewtbaij', where thej ven 



RICHARD BISHOP OP DOVER TO CROMWELL. 

[From MB. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. liH.) 

My syngider good lord, in my humble maner pleseythe yt yower 

lordachype to undcrstande, that sj-the 1 wroght to yow from Glo- 

aetur 1 have taken into the kynges handdes ij. conventes in Wor- 

aetur,* on in Brygenorthe,t on in Atherston, and on in Lechefyld,! 

• LeUod ipeaki of a house of blick (liin at Worceit«r. He also mentioni Ihr 
Orar Prikra, "withODt St. Mirtin'i Gate," foanded b^ the earla of Warwick to tlie 
thtttaenth centiuy . InlbeSl Hen. Vlll. the lite of the latter houte wu gnnteil to 
thebaUlffaudci 

t There mu in Bridgenorth ■ houie of grey frian fDaaded in the reign of Henry 
VI. bj John Talbot earl of Shre<caburT. 

Jit Litchfield there kbs b boiue of grey friari founded about the yeu \'i3% 
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of the whyche I wroght to yower lordschype by yower servant Holt 
from Lechefjide. Sythe I have taken into the kynges handdes 
ij. conventes iq Stafforde,* on in Newcastell Underlyne,t and ij. 
in Schrewysberj-, and ther on standeytht styll ; the occaayon of it 
standeynge is because that I alwaye liave declaryd that I had no 
commyssyon to suppresse no howse, nor non I dede suppresse, but 
suche as was not abull to lyre. Yff they gave ther howseys into 
the kynges handdes for poverte, I receyveyd them, and etles 
non. Now for that howse in Sclirewysbery that standeytb, yt 
ys of the blackc fryeres,J and I cowde fynde no gret cause in 
tbem to cause them to gyre up. And also yt schall declare that I 
do not suppresse the bowsys, but suche as gyve up, aeynge that 
sum stande, and not all put downe. Tu wrj-ght to yower lordschype 
the copys of all the howsys and the inventorys of the same I have 
no leyser, and I am lotbe to sende ihem withowte yt war be roy 
servant, that I myght have sum answer of yower plesur agayn, 
and my servanttes be seke, so that I have non to sende ; but I 
trust to se yower lordschj-pe within a veke, and be that tyme I 
trust to make an ende in all Walys. Sumwhat to certyfye yower 
lordescbype of the state off suche as I have receyveyd sythe that I 
wrote to yow towcheynge Stafforde, the Austen Fryeres ther ya a 
pore howse, with small implementes, no jwelles but on lytyll 
chales, no led in the howse, in rentes by yere Ij*. viij^. The Graye 
Fryeres ther, halfe the quere ledeyd and a chapell, small imple- 
mentes, no plate but a chales and vj. small sponys, in renttes 
xxvj: iiij*". The Blacke Fryeres in Newecastell Underlyne, all 
in ruyne, and a pore howse, the quere ledeyd and the cloeyster 



* A boute of fiTj or Fr*DciK*ii Mir« ediW M StaSotd Mrt; la the rdgn «( 
Edward I. lliere ni tlao k hooie of Auba friua, baoilcd aboat 1344, in tbe MMk 
(utiurb railed Forbmgge. 

t Ldiud, ipfaking of Nevcutle-aader-Line, mji " then vu in home oT blade 
(riua in the tooth end at the town." 

; The BUck Prian id Shrtwaborj appears [a ban' been foimdeil abool Uia Mtb 
mcorthereicnorilcDrr III. 



[ 
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redy to ta\\ dwwne, the reste slat* and schyngyll ; in fermys 
yere xl'. On master Broke bathe of late fowiide the menys 
with the prior to gett of hym the more parte of they howseys and 
pownde ther by iij. Icseys, and that for lytyll money ; he wolde 
* gyve me golde to a grantteyd to hys leseys, but I toke no peny 
of hym nor of nun other, nur non woll, Yff he have thoys leseys, 
ther ys lytyll hesyde, for he hathe lyberte allmost in all. Ther 
ys a proper wode, hut) he hathe all in lese. No sylver above xiij. 
omice. In Schrett7shery be iij. howsys. Tlie Blacke Fryeres 
Btatide, as before I have wrytyn. The graye fryeres * had con- 
Tcyd all, and made a grett rumor in the towne, for the whyche 
tbey war glade to gyve up all into the kynges handdes ; that ys a 
proper howse, small implementtcs, no jwelles but a plate croase 
■ylver, and on lytyll chales of lytyll valur ; no renttea but ther 
huwse and abowte iij. or iiij. acores of eryabull londe lyeynge to 
yt. The Austen FVyeres, + a howse all in ruyne, and the more 
parte falleynge downe ; no Uiynge in that howse, not in all to the 
valur off iiij. nobylles, in vestementes, copys, brasae, pewter, and 
all other atuffe ; no chalea to aey masse, nor non wolde truat 
the prior to lende hym any ; no fryeres ther but the prior, a man 
leketobeinafransey,^ andij. Erysche^ men. 1 have dyschargeyd 
the prior of heys offya, and sent the ij. Erysche men into ther 
owyn contre, and so take the howse into the kynges handdes. 
The rentes be iiij. markes by yere. 

Thys ys the holl state of all the conventes that as yet I have 
receyveyd, of the whyche at more lai^e and clerenes I shall schewe 
to yow at ray cumynge. I ryde thys day toward We steel tester, 
and so into Walys. My synguler good lorde, I heaechc youe 

* Tfae Grej Friui ia Shrewsburj *u ttandiog ia tht culicil half of Ihe ihirtmnth 
oralnrjp, bnt iT« histor; U very obacare. It ku the buriil pUce of thr bid} H«iri>l> 
wlfeof JohndcChirlton6t»lwrlofPinrii,and be, bBtiag proUbl; bmn abcnsfactor, 
etmc «t I later period to be looked oa u the founder. 

t LeUnd ■«;* that the Aoitio Prian in Sbrgiribarr wa* n foundiition " of the 
SlaSonlu." 

t Pteotj. i Iriab. 
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pardon me of my rude wrjtynge, and yf that I do not my deirte 
as tliat I uwte to do, I beseche yoiie pardon inc, for my hart and 
intente ys to do that thynge that shulde spccyally plcse God, the 
Itynges grace, and yower lordschype, accordeynge to my dewte j 
also Ijesechynge yower lordschype, that yf before my cumyngether 
be any order taken for Newecastell Underlyne, that ye wolde be 
good lorde to on master Johan Bothe, a servant of tlie kynges 
graces, the whyche ys a grett bylder in theys partes, that he 
myglit for money have the slate and schyngyll thcr ; for ther ys 
no other to l>e don with the more parte of that howse, but save 
the lede and slate, and take the profete of the grownde. That 
master Bothe for yower sake scheuyd me many plcsures, and gave 
me venyson ; wherefor I may no lease do but wryght to yower 
lordeschype, besecheynge yow to be good lorde to hym, an I ever 
yower orator to Jhesit, who preserve yower lordschype. Thys xiij^ 
day of August. From Schrewysbery. By yower bedeman and 
serrantt, 

KtCtlAHD DOVORBNC, 

I receyvyd non word from jower lordschyp sythe that I receyryd 
30wer letter by my aervanth, wretyn in Petworth, the xxviij. day 
of Julii. I make promes to the freeres that gyff up ther how- 
seys that I shall send to them waranttes ffor ther abettes befor 
Myhelmas, and in the tyme I gyff them letters to vesyte ther 
frynddes. 



liter* were entering Walei, we 
ii interaating u picturing tbe tt 
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BIEnor BARLOW TO CROMWELL. 
[Prom MS. CatUia. Cieop. E. iv. tol 860.] 
After my right humble commendacions, I considere my dutie 



BCPPRESSION OF MONASTERIES. 20? 

tftdrertise your lordship, that accorilinge to the purporte of your 
iettres latly receaved, signifienge the kynges highnes pleasour for 
the removynge of ydulotroua abused ymages, wherewith this con- 
trey horribly dyd abounde, in satisfyenge of the same I have dili- 
gently done Diyne endevour, and that quyetly every where withyn 
my diocesse unresisted, without tumxUte, commotion, or disturb- 
ance, with no frustrate expectacion (as I trust) of forther effectuall 
redresse, yn all causes of Christen religyon and godly purposes of 
the kynges most honorable and no lesse profitable proceadinges. 
The people now sensibly seinge the longe obscured veryte many- 
festly to displaye her brightnesse, wherby their inveterate accus- 
tomed supersticion apparantly detected, all popish delusions shall 
sone be defaced, so that erudityon, the parente of vertue and un- 
fallible foundacion of all ordynate pollecye, which by the kynges 
most renowmed fortherance beawtyfully florislitLh yn all other hia 
royall domynious, might also be planted here in his graces principa- 
lyte of Wales, where knowlege utterly unknoweii, scyence ys litle 
regarded, barberouse ignorance pyteously pleatinge in possession, 
notwithstandinge wolde easely be redressed, without hyndraunce 
of the kynges advauntage, yee with notable augmentacion of his 
moat worthy honour, small espences therto requysite of any partie, 
with moch commodytie of many, to the incommoditie of none 
that preferre an unyversall weale before a private sensuall plea- 
sure, In case my peticion thorow your good lordships medyacion 
innye be attayned of the kynges highnes, for the translacion of the 
see to Kermerddyn, and transposinge of Aberg\villy college to 
Brecknok, the princj-pall townes of Sowthwales, where pronsion 
had for lemynge as well yn gramer as yn other scyences and know- 
lege of Scripture, the Welsch rudenesse wolde sone be framed to 
English cyvilitie, and their corrupte cnpacyties easely reformed 
with godly intelligciis, which moveth me to be so instante a suter 
and a contynuall peticyoner, espccj-ally for the translacion of the 
see, beinge sytuated in soch a desolate angle and iu so rare a 
frequentetl place (excepto of vacsibounde pilgremes), that eviU 
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disposed persona, unwillinge to do good, maye lurke there at 
lybertyc in secrete withowt restraynte, and they that wolde fayne 
do well can have no convenyente oportunyte prolitablie to utter 
their well doinge to the comtnodytie of the cocion weale. Which, 
yf there were no nother causes, as ther be ynfinj-te more reason- 
able then maye be justly disalowed, and so evydente that they 
can not be shadowed, yet yt mighte seme sufficient necessarylie 
to persuade a translacion of the see. But forthermoare, yt hath be 
allwayes estemed a delycate doughter of Rome, naturally resem- 
blinge her mother in shamelesse confucion, and lyke qualified 
with other perverse properties of execrable malignitie, as ungodly 
ymage service, abhomynable ydolatrye, and lycentiouse lybertie of 
dishonest lyvinge, popish pifgremages, disceatefull pardons, and 
foyned indulgences, in whose lawde yt ys written, 

Roms semel qOBntam dat bis Meneria tantam. 

And as the bisshop of Rome crepte up by policye, and rayninge 
by tyranny was more then man, little lesse then God, whose 
authorytie never knowen was contynually obeyed, no reason ad- 
mitted to aske why, but as he wold so did yt avayle, even thus 
hath our Welsh David byn avaunced to be patrone of Wales, as 
he that had signiory not only in erth, by lawles pryveleged ex- 
empcions, but power also in heven to geve it whom he wold, to 
discharge hell, to emptie purgatory, to pardon syiine, to release 
payne, yee to save his beneficiall frendes, to curse and kyll his 
unfavorable adversaries, whose legende ys so uncerten of trueth, 
and certenly full of lyes, that not only his sayntly holynesse ys to 
be suspected, but rather to be dowted whetlier any soch person 
was ever bisshop there, as ys surmysed, experyence in semblable 
cases latly tryed owte by Dervelgadern,* Conoch, and soch other 
Welsch godes, antique gargels of ydolatry. And verely, yf cre- 
dence ought to be geven to the roost auntyente writinges that can 



■ See before, p. 190, of the present tolame. 



ihibitecl, wherof I have certen pamflettes tcstifyeng antiquitie, 
1 barbarouse letters and incongrue Latyne, agreable to the 
maners of that season, also mencyonynge soch enormyous fas- 
cliion, that scarsly llome myght be comparable with saynte Davids 
tfiiTj-torye concern ynge presumptuous usurpacyon apon tlieir 
princes, crafty yncrochinge of possessions, subtyle defeatiiigc of 
enherytances, extorcion, brybery, symonye, heresie, ydolatrye, 
Bupersticion, etc. Wherfore, consideringe that where Rome with 
all her popish pageantes (praysed be God!) thorow the kynges 
most prudente provysyon ys exiled forth of England, the unfayned 
^■delitic of myne allegeaunce enforsetli me to wysh all memorj-all 
nionymentes of her popetry yn lyke maner to be banyshed owt of 
Wales, which hytherto remaynynge yn the terrytory of S. David, 
onneth maye be extincte witiiout translacioii of the see. For 
escepte tlie manyfolde occasions of ydolatrous infidelytie and 
papisticall practyses (notwithstandynge compulsory iiihibycions 
and tongue professions} be clerely abolyshcd, shall allwayes reno- 
vate new fangled ymaginacions to contrcfayte the olde exercysed 
wickcdnes, Wherin reducynge to rcmembraunce the prysed 
memoryes and perpetual! renowned factes of the famouse princes 
of Israel, which did not only abarrc ydolatrje and other ungodly- 
nesse, but utterly abolished all occaayons of the same, lykewlso 
nolifyenge their terreble reprochcs and aggravated puiiyshmentea 
that were neglygent, I dowte not but that my supplyante sute 
shall seme reasonable. And though peraveiiture stime will ob- 
jects Uie contraryc, the causes not prepensed, which partly 1 have 
uttered yn these and other my former letters, omittiiige the reay- 
dew, lest I shuld molest your lordship; yet hnvinge the kynges 
moat bcnynge and gracyous favour with your aasiatciite supporia- 
cion, 1 trust so to justifie the equytie of my peticion that no advcr- 
(uirye shalbe able to emblcmish yt. And yf urgent* ymportunytio 
of hasty sute shall neade excuse in this bchalfe, I have sufficiently 
to allege the importable charge and costly exs|)ences of a sunip- 
pua buyldynge (a comorthe latlyc graunted for the same), which 
Aamu. sue. 2 e 




■ ICItARD BlUnOP OF DOVEK TO CROMITKLl- 

rpram MS. Cotton. Ckop. E. it. UL 9G3.] 

Uy vjrngnlcr goode lurde, my dewte presapposeyd, plese)rth 
yt jrowcr good lordscliypc to undcrstond, that sjthe I departyd 
from yow I have receyvejd to the kynges nse xxriij**. conventes, 
a« by a byll here incloscyd yt dothe appere, of the whyche be- 
fore I have wrytyn to yower lordschype. The copys of the inven- 
ton;» of dyveme convente», and also the testymonyalles of ther 
rclcKKcy!!, BuhBcrybyd with the handes of the wyttenesseys, of the 
rent that yet I have not sent to youe before I sende here now, 
noteyd on the hackcs of the inventorea of ther value yerly so ner 
as I can knove. Goode my lorde, I praye yow be good lorde to 
me, tliat the waranttes for ther habettes maye be had accordeynge 
to my promcs, for they may not be sufFerj'd to saye masse abrode 
in chyrchya tyll they have ther exempcyons. I have wreten to 
djTerae of the byachopjies, and with dyverse I have spokyn, to 
lycens them tyll after Mychelmas, and at that tyme I have pro- 
myseyd to sende tlier lycens to certen placeys wher they shall 
have them fre, for the more parte of them have no peny to paye 



■ Llaofey cutle, i 
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for the charge of t!iein, In many placcys ther ys raoche clamor 
for dettes of conventtes, so that withowte yc be goode lorde to 
pore men, many shall lese moche moneye by the fryeres, the 
whyche woU make a grett clamor amoiige the pepull, for now I 
have raoche hesynes to satysfye the pepull for dettes. They say 
that j-t ys not the kynges plesur that pore men shiildc lose ther 
monye, with manye worddes ; but by feyer menys I satysfye 
them ; sum 1 make schyfte and pay, sura I satysfye with worddes, 
for in dyverse placeya all the stuffe in the howseys ys not abuU to 
pay the dettes. I wroght to yower lordschype for ij. howseys in 
Schrewysbery. The Blacke Fryeres yet standeythe, and for the 
coiitynewans of that shall be made muche labour to yow. I praye 
yow grauntt nott but as I shall order that accordeynge to my 
commyssyon, for the standeynge of that niakeytlie me to have 
more besynes in dyverse placeys than I schulde have. Also ther 
ys a howse of Austen fryers, that I dyschargeyd the prior, and 
sent the ij. Yeryschemen intu ther owyn contrcys ; ther war no 
more at horn ther, and all was gone, and all the more parte of the 
howseys in falleynge downe, and non chales to say masse, nor no 
man wolde trust them to lende them any. By ther inventory ye 
shall see ther substans, I here that the prior ys cum to London, 
to aew for hys howse agaync ; yt wer pety that he ahulde spede. 
Theys ij. sutes I wolde gladly have recysteyd. Also ther be iij. 
conventes yt in Brystowe ; as for the Blacke be redy to gyve 
up, but the other ij. be styffe and here them sore be gret favor. 
Tlic Gray Fryeres, by reson that the warden ys warden of Reche- 
monde and ys in favor by reson of that, yet for all hys grett port 
1 thynkc hym xx. merke in dett, and not abuU to paye yt. 
The Austen fryer, by reson of a grantt that he hathe of the kynges 
grace for terme of hys lyffe, by the whyche he tliynkeyht that he 
may sell the howse and all, for the plate ys all solde and allso the 
tymber that grewe abowte the howse, so that he bathe within iij. 
yeres taken above a hunderyd markes of plate and tymber and 
other implcmentcB, so that almost all ys gon. Yf yt woldo 
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plese yow to sende yower plesur by thya bryngar of theys ij. 
rentes in Brjstowe, in my cumynge home I shall cum uitliin X, 
myle of Brystowe, and so I wolde thether to fjTiysche all thoys 
partes ; and so 1 wolde to Salysbury, and other ther, yf tb&t I 
knewe yow[er] plesur. In many placeys I fynde but on lytyll 
chales, and also in many placeys the substans in plege. Suche 
small chales and suche plegeys as be better than tliey ley for, I 
pay the money, and receyve the pleges to the kynges use, and 
snche I brj'iige witli me. I have chales bothe of tynne and coper, 
plate in sum placeys I fynde non. Goode my lorde, I beseche 
yow be BO goode lorde to me to sende me sum byil of yower plesur. 
1 had no worde from yow thys v. wekes. I wold sende to yow dy- 
verse relykes, but they wer to comeres to cary. I have Ibtalkows 
ere that Peter stroke of, as yt ys wrytyn, and a M. as trewe as 
that, but the holyeat relyke in all Northe Walys I sende to yow 
here ; ther may no man kysse that but he muste knele so sune as 
he se yt, thowgh yt war in the fowleest place in all the conbre, 
and he must kys every stone, for in eche ys gret pardon. After 
that he hathe kyssyd yt he must pay a met of corne, or a chese 
of a grote, or Uij*', for yt. Yt was worthe to the fryeres in 
Bangor,* with another image, the whyche I also hare closeyd up, 
XX. markes by yere in come, chese, catell, and money. Yf that 
I shulde wryght of all suche ymages at that ydolatre hathe be 
useyd, that wold take a schete of paper, the whyclie I have 
avoydeyd. I am now in Harford-est, wher that I have be thys 
iij. days, and have had moche besynes to brynge my purpose to 
passe, by reson of the Graye Fryeres. With bora in every place 
1 have moche besynes, and also with an aiicar in that howse ; but 
at the last I have my purpose, as by ther relesseys ye may per- 
seyve, the whyche I send here, besechyng yower lordschype to be 
good lorde to the mayeres and balys of suche cetes and towneys 
as I have be in. I have fowiide tbcm very goode, and dytygent 
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I do fiuclie tliynges as I liave desyeryd them. And also I praye 

a be good lorde to yower seirant master Holt, and to master . . . ; 

■tiiey have moche comfurteyd me. I also am desyeryd be many 

itlier of the kynges servanttes to wryght for them ; and dyverse 

te so inportmie on me to wryght, that 1 can not voyde them, tyll 

that I promyse to wryght. Sum woU gyve me xx. nobylls, sum 

more, but I have taken no peny of any, nor non I woU take. On 

I Joban Turner, the man of the garde at Ludlowe, sore laboryd to 

e to wryght. And thys daye I ryde to Brekenocke, and so to 

'Carmarden and to Harforde-west, and so over to Sent Mylielles 

Mownt«, and so bryngo all Corncwall and Denschyar with me. Be- 

sechynge yower lordschype to seude me yower pleser of Brystowe, 

Sowthehampton, Salysbury, and other, and 1 ever yower orator to 

KJhesu, who preserve yow. Thys xsvij. daye of August. Wreten 

1 Harforde-est, by yower servantt, 

Richard Dovorenc. 
I sende the namysof them that scliuld have warantes for ther 
ipparell. 



We now IcBTB t 



! Iiisbop of DOTer, M follow the comaiUBiaDcrB who ilarlug llie 
aS this year visited the laonutic hougca in the aoutliera and >ouIli- 



et, but we ttnd him gist 



DR. LONDON TO CROMWELL. 
[Pfom MS. Cotton. Cleop, E. iv. fol. '2:17.] 

My moat humble dewtyc observyd unto yourgudde lordeshippc, 
[ with my assurede prayer and faithfull service during my liiT. 1 
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have taken the surrendres of Kyme,* Noncottfln,t Irforthe,} 
Fosse,^ and Hevenynges.|| Altho universally in every place re- 
ligiose persons makith ther hondes, as they have done lardgely in 
every oon of thees howses, yit have I lefte thees howsys clerly 
owt of dett, have rewardyd them honestly towardes ther apparell, 
payd all servantes wages, with rewardes convenyent, left the 
howsys undefacyd, bellys and leddc reservyd to the kinges majestie 
thorowly, and yet have I all that litill plate was lefte with som 
TDonye above all costes and chardges, wiche I shall dispacLe my 
hondes of as sone as I may convenyently send it witli the plate to 
Mr. Tliackre. Mr. Johan Hennage, Mr. Wisman, and M. Cotton 
wer with me at every of these howsys, and we have commytt the 
custodyes of thes howsys with the evydenses perteynyng unto the 
same, as we wer commaundyd by your lordeships letters ; Heve- 
nynges, wher moche wast ys made in the woddes, to Mr. Johan 
Henn^e, depute for sir Thomas Hennage ; Noncotton to M, 
Skipwith ; Kyme to the baytiff ther, for my lord Talbos ; Irforde 
to M. Turwhyte; and Fosse, a beggerly power ruynose howse, to 
M. Philippe Hobye. Many of thes nonnys wer professyd at x. 
and xij. yeres of age, as they do reportt, and after they knew the 
frayltie of ther bodies, and com to rypar age, lyvide in unperfytt 
chastitie, and now be wonderfull gladde of thys late ordinance it 
pleasyd the kinges majestie to mak in hys liigh cowrt of parlya- 
mentj declaring suche as wer professyd befor the age of xsj. to be 
at lybertie to marye if they will, and do pray right hartely for the 
Kjnic, ia the reign of 



* Kjme, in Linontnshii 
Uetaj II. Tbe lust prior ' 

t Nun Coton, or Cothac 
founded in the tiret half ofl 



. a priory founded b; Philip d 
19 Ralph Fuirfu. 

ia Liacolnshire, vas a imall houae of Ciatercton n 
e twelfth centurj. 



t The Premoiuttatcnsian nunnery of Irford ia Lincoln ah ire, was founded by Robert 
de Albini in the time uf Henry II. The lurreader in the Angmentation OiBce is dated 

July e. 

§ Tlie nunnery of Ponae, near Torkeaey in Linoolnahire, woa founded by tbe towns- 
men of Torkeaey, in the reign of king John. The last prioresa was Agnea Mnrr. 

n Hcrenynge, or Heyninges, wa« & small nunnery in t!ie pariah of Lea in Liocoln- 
■blro, founded ahoDt A. D. liyu. The site was granted in the ^1 Hen- VIII. 
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Idnges inajestie. I perceyve many of the other sortt, monkes and 
chanona, wiche be yonge lustie men, all ways fatt fedde, lyving 
in ydelnes and at rest, be sore perplexide that now being prestes 
they may nott retorn and marye. Most partt of them be no thing 
lernyd, nor apte therto, and tlierby in moche warsse case. I have 
gevcn as well to sondrie of them, as to ther masters, suche power 
counsel] as I myjt do, and have advisedc them that wher 
they be nother lernyd nor apte unto the same, to torne som of 
ther sereraonyns of ydilnes unto som hodely exercise, and nott to 
sytt all day lurking in the cloister ydellye. After I hadde don 
with those v. places in Lincoln shyer, Mr. Freman brow5t me a 
commission for the Charterhowae in Notingara shyer callyd Bow- 
vale,* and for a howse of chanons callyd Newstede.f Of Bow- 
vale, sir Johan Hussey hathc the custodi, and sir Johan Beryn of 
Newstede. We founde the prior of the Charterhowse in hys 
shortt gowen and velvytt cappe, redy hefor our commyng, and 
the proctor of that howse in lyke apparell the next day following. 
[ think it were harde to geve so manye ageit into these howseys 
1 have be att as I have dispacchyd, ffor in every howse, as well of 
men as of wemen, they be in maner all gon that nyjt I have taken 
ther surrendre, and streightway in new apparell. Now I have 
done in all those howsys acording to the kinges highnes commis- 
sions, and shalbe at all owors redy to the best of my litell power 
to do suche farther service as may lye in me, acording to my 
most bounden dewtie, by the helpe of almy3tie Jhesus, who 
with increse of moche honour long preserve your gudde lorde- 

Ishyppe. Oson., ssvij. Julii. 
Your most bounden oratour and servant, 
Jon AN London. 
•T 
Thel* 
fT 
Byroni 
pantci 
: 



\ 



" The ptiorj of Beanvale, in NoMingbomsbire, or ni it wn» calli'd in Latin, d* 
Pnlelira Valte in purco Ht Gretaeleg, wu founded by NioboUa de Canlelapc-, in 1343. 
Tbe Ixt prior wag Tbomiw Woodcock. 

+ Tbe abbey or priory of Newelead in Sherwood, tines tlic pictnrcaijuc lent of tbe 
Byrom. was fuuDded about a.d. UTO- The lut prior wai Jobn Blike. Theiite wu 
granted to Sir Joba B<rraD, mcDlioned in the letter, ind from «bom the poet Bjron 
■ liDMl deicettdanC, 
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The ■ Tidtor of the frinra' msntioncil in the foIlaliiTii; letter, ir>i probablr Riclurd 
bishop of Daicr. Little is kDoirn of the two houaes of friirs in Salisbury. The Grey 
FrierB wat fouadcil bjr Kicbud, bishop of Saliaharj, in the niga of Henrj IIL The 
Black Frisrs. uf which house we do not eveu know the founder, ctood in the mat 
suburb of the town, near Fislierton Bridge. 

CIV. 

JOHN PITZWARREN TO CBOUWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. foL 146.] 

After my most hartie recommendations unto your honorable 
lordeshipe, plese it the same to be advertised, that syns I re- 
ceyved your lovyng and hartie lettres by your servaunte Mr. 
Goodale, with the warrant for a stagg in Purbeke, for the wiche I 
render to your honorable lordeshipe my most hartie th&nkes, he 
inayntenauntly declared unto me the pryvie operation of certayn 
prystes within the cyte of Sarum, in ther confessions concemyng 
forbyddyng of whytmeates in Lent, the redyng of the New Testa- 
ment in Englisshe, and the cumpany of such as be of the new 
lemyng. Whom I have not only examyned, but also have ex- 
amyned certayne witnes agenst them, the ponesshement wherof I 
have stayed untyll your lordesheps pleaser be further thcrin 
knowen. And, my good lord, ivher that I am enformed that the 
vysytour of the fryers shortly will repayre to the cyte of Sarum to 
dissolve and make sale of all such tbyngcs as he at his last beyng 
ther dyd take an inventory of, I most hartely desyer your good 
lordesbepes lo^-jng letters unto the saicd vysytour in my favour, 
that T may have the stuff of the Black Fryers for my money befor 
any other with the place to dwell in for my rent. And if it may 
stond with your lordeships pleaser, I desyer your good lordeshipe 
to wrytt your lyke lettres unto the s^ed visytour in the favour of 
your servaunte Mr. Goudale for the Gray Fryers, who dwellith next 
unto hit, and who also taketh so ranch paynes for the comen wde, 
and in helpyng and furtheryng poore mennys matiers, as I knew 
never bayliff to doo lyke in my tyme. And thus most bartidy 
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I your lordeshipe well, Frome Dorneford, the ii\^ day of 



Youer lordships faythfully assured, 

JOHAN FyTZTVAREN, 



n the follow ing I ettEr ve fin (! Dr. Lontlon »(iU st Oxfonl, 
'catre of hli operations. 



DR. LONDON TO CROMWELL. 
[Prom MS, Cottoa. Clcop. E. it. fot. SSI.] 
I In my most humble maner I have me commendyd unto your gudde 
rdeschippe, with my assured prayer and service duringe my lyff. 
p'Jiave causyd all our fower ordre of fryers to chaunge tVier cotes, 
and have dispacchide them as well as I can till they may recey\'e 
ther capacities, for the wiche I have now agen sent uppe thy.s 
berar doctor Baskerfelde, to whom 1 do humblie besek your lorde- 
schippe to stonde gudde lorde. He ys an honest man, and causyd 
all hys howse to surrendre the same and to chaunge thcr papistical 
parnient«8. I wrote to your lordeachippe specially for hym to have 
in hys capacytie an expresse liccna to dwell in Oxford, altho he 
wcr benefycyd ; and your lordeschipp then wrote that yt wasse 
your pleasur be and all other shulde have ther capacities acording 
to ther desyer, and for that thys man ys now an humble sutar unto 
your lordcschippe. He hath be a visitar of dyvers places wiche 
they do call custodies, and knowith many thinges as well in 
London as otherwise, wiche he hath promised me to declare unto 
your lordcschippe, if it be your pleasur he schall so do. And a 
fryndcofmyne, the wardeTi of the Grey Fryers in Reding,* bathe 



• Tb« priory of the Grej Fri«r», 
■milder of tbta houic, printed in 
l«p(. 13,30 Den. Vlll. L e. U3a. 
OAMD. SOC. 
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also desyred me to be an humble sutar for hym and hya brotheru, 
that tliey may with your lordesrhips favour also chaunge ther gar- 
mentes with ther papisticall maiier of lyvingea, Tlic most partt of 
them be very agede men, and be nott of strengtli to go moch 
abrode for ther lyvinges, wherfor ther desyer ys that yt myght please 
your lordeschippe to be a mediator unto the kinges grace for 
them that they myjt during ther Ij-ves enjoy ther chambres and 
orcharde, and they wolde assuredly pray unto almijtie Godde 
long to preserve the kitiges grace and your lordeshipp to hys most 
biessyd pleasure. Oxon, ultimo Augusti. 

At Merstou Mr. Johan Schorn stondith blessing a bote, where- 
unto they do sny be conveyd the devill. He ys moch sowst forths 
agow. If it be your lordeschips pleasur, I schall sett that botyd 
ymage in a nother place, and so do with other in other parties whcr 
lyke Beking ys. 

Your moat bounden oratour and servant, 

Johan London. 



Richard Pollard, inotlier of the comiiiiiHianers, was occupied partlj' on the 
ground u Dr. Landon. Id the faUowiog letter we find bim M Winchester ; it U with- 
ODt d<te, but probkblj belong* to the earlier put of the September of thia jew. 



POLLABD AND OTHERS TO CRUUWBLL, 

[From the 5t«te Pspere, vol. i. p. 631.] 

Pleasith your lordship to be advertised, that this Saturdaye, in 
the mornyng, aboutes thrc of the clok, we made an ende of the 
ahryne here at Wynchestre. There was in it no pece of gold, ne 
oon ring, or true stone, but al greate counterfaictes. Neverlhele* 
we thinke the sylver alone thereof woll amounte nerc to twoQ 
thousande markes. We have also reccyred into our possession 
the croBse of emeraudes, the crosse called Hierusalem, on othef 
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crosse of gold, 2 chalices of gold, with some sylver plate, parcel of 
the portion of the vestrye ; but thold prior made the plate of the 
hou&e soo thynne, that we can diminish non of it and leave the 
prior any thing funiished, I We found the prior, and all the con- 
vent, very conformable ; having assistentes with us, at the open- 
yng of our charge to the same, the mayre, with 8 or 9 of the best of 
his brethem, the bissliops chauncelour, Mr. doctour Craiforde, 
with a good apparaunce of honest personages besides ; who, with 
oon voyce, most hartcly gave lawde and prayse to God and to 
tlie kinges majestye, thinking verily that they doo all as moch 
rejoise of his majestes godly and most christian purpose herin as 
canne be devised. 'We have also this moniyng, going to our 
beddes warde, vieued thaulter, wh iche we purpose to bring with us. 
It wol be worthe the taking downe, and nothing therof seen ; but 
Boche a pecc of work it is, that we thinke we siial not rid it, doing 
our best, befor Monday night, or Tuesdaye mornyng, which doon 
we cntende, both at Hide' and St. Maryes, to swepe awaye all the 
roten bones that be called reliques ; which we may not omytt, 
lest it shuld be thought we cam more for the treasure thenne for 
avoiding of thabomynation of ydolatry. Other thinges, as ferre 
as we canne lerne, there be none for us in those places, whiche 
thinges doon, and our thinges set out^warde, we shall attende 
uppon your lordship with diligence. 

I, Tliomas Wriothesley t humbly beaeche your good lordship to 
lardon the rudenes of this tetter, writen in hast in the churche 

tcnne I was wery ; and, in like maner, I beseche your lordship 
■Im good lorde to the poorc man the berer of this letter. It is 
3 of whom I told your lordship concemyng the ferme 

* TliF moDitltrjr of Hyde, witLout (be Katla of Wincbcitar. wu the ume sbbcy 
«li)cb, ruandcd by King Alfred. w» in Saxon times ciUdiI tbo New Miiialeri but it 

a itood uliaveiit lu Ibe catbedril or Old Minater. fram whence U wu reniaved lo 
ic rclgn of tlenrr I. There are aliU xiino remdof. The ittt abbot wm 
it, or Saltcal, alia CapOD, who (or hi* subaerTieucf lo the court wh iniiili< 

Iwp of Bangor. andanerwardiar.SalitbBrj. The abliey of St. Mujp wg> ilie una- 
«a in Uii* rily hj Ving Alfrd. Tbr laal abVaa «a- Eliiabclh Shelley. 

\ Sir Tlutoiii Wryotliuie)!. ■fU'rwarJi curl of Soulbanptuu, 
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whiche air William Kempe wold have from him. He affinnethe 
constantly that he is utterly undon if he shuld foi^o either thole, 
or tliat half that Mr. Kempe wold have. Forty acres of his best 
lande lie wold be content to let him have, at reasonable rent, for 
his favour ; which, in my poore opinion, is more thenne reason- 
able. Thus having certain affiance that your lordships goodnes 
woll pardon this my boldnes, we shall pray to God to kepe your 
lordship in healthe. From St. Swythines in Winchestre, this Sa- 
turday e momyng. 

Your lordshippea most hounden, 

Rycmard Pollard. 

Thomas Wriotheslby. 

John Williams. 

To the right honorable anil 
our ftingolar good lordi 
my lord e priij e seale. 



irthe date of the preccdiag letter be right, Foltsrd seemi to biTe gone from Via- 
Chester to Reading, vliere he would set in uanJDDCtioa with Dr. Loudon. The follaw- 
ing letter must refer to the priory, and not to the abhey, io tliU tonn. 



RlCnABO POLLARD TO CROM 



[Fm, 



S. Cotton. Cteop. E. i 



■'] 



Pleasyth youre lordshyp to be advertysed, that att my comyng to 
Rcadyng I dyd dyspatche Mr. Wrytheslys servnunt wyth every 
thyng accordyng to youre com maim dement, wyche amountythe to 
the some of cxxsjli. j^s^ viij*'., as appeyrythe by the partyculers 
herein inclosyd, and parte of the stuffe reservyd for the kyngea 
majestyes use, wyth the whole house and churche undefasyd. I 
and my fellowes have lefte hytt by indenture in the custody 
of Mr. Penyson, and as for the plate, vestementes, copys, and 
hangynges, wyche we have reservyd also to the use of the 
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rnges majestye, we have leftc hytt in the custody of Mr. 
wacbell * by indenture, wych shalbe conveyd to London 
ageynste my comyng thyther ; and, thangkes be to God ! every 
tbyng ys well ffynysshyd there, and every man well contentyd and 
gyvj-the humble tliankcs to the kynges grace. I wythe my ffiel- 
Jowes intend on Tewsday next, God wyllyng, to take oure journey 
&ome Readyng, as knowytlie God, who ever preserve youre good 
■ lordshyp. Frome Readyng, the xv. daye of Septembre. 
Vour owan assuryd to command, 

Rychabd Pollabd. 



The Ihree foUowing lettere from Dr. LondoD, all relating Ut tbe mppreatioa oC the 
priory of Keadiog, are almost counterparta of one another. Tbc two fin>t were ixr- 
tainlf not uldreiscd to the laiue pereoa — the second waa probably aent to the cban- 
Mller of tbe ■ogmEnUtioaa. 

CVfll. 

DR. LONDON TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop, E. iv, fol. S25.] 

In my most humble maner I have me commendyd unto yower 

gude lordeschippe, acertenyng the same that I have pullyd down 

the image of our ladye at Caversham, wherunto wasse great pUgre- 

mage.f The image ys platyd over with sylver, and I have putt 

yt in a cheste fast lockyd and naylyd uppe, and by the next bardge 

that comythe from Reding to London yt shall be browght to your 

lordeschippe. I have also pullyd down the place sche stode in, with 

11 other ceremonyes, as lightes, schrowdes, crowchys, and imagies 

f wex, hangyng abowt the chapell, and have defacyd the same 

i • Cromwell wm bigh ateward of Reading, and Thomaa Vanhell, E«q. who repre- 

JBted tbc town la parliament, acted si hia deputy. ateward. 

[t Cavenham li aboat a mile and ■ half lo tbe north of Readini- 
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thorowly in eschnyng of any farther resortt thedyr. Thys chapell 
dydde belong to Notley abbey,* and ther always nasse a chanon 
of that monastery wii-he wasse callyd the warden of Caversham, 
and he songe in thys chapell, and hadde the offeringes for hys 
lyving. He wasse acostomyd to shew many prety relykes, among 
the wiche wer (as he made reportt) the holy dager that kylled 
kinge Henry,t and the holy knyfe that kylled seynt Edwarde.J 
All thees, with many other, with the cotes of thys image, her 
cappe and here, my servant shall bring unto your lordeschippe 
thys wek, with the surrendre of the Freers under the covent 
seale, and ther scale also. I have sent the chanon home agen to 
Notleye, and have made fast the doorca of the chapell ; wiche ys 
thorowly well coverd with ledde ; and if it be your lordeschips 
pleasure, I schall se yt made suer to the kinges graces use. And, if it 
be nott so orderyd, the chapeU standith so iiildely that the ledde 
Mill be stolyn by nyjt, as I wasse servyd at the Fryers ; (Tor as 
soon as I hadde taken the Fryers surrendre, the multytude of the 
poverty of the town resortyd thedyr, and all thinge that myjt be 
hadde they stole away, insomyche that they hadde convayd the 
very clapers of the bellys. And saving that Mr. Fachell, wiche 
made me great chere at hys howse, and the mayer dydde assist 
me, they wolde have made no litill spoyle. In thys I have don 
as moche as I cowde do to save every thing to the kinges graces 
use, as shall apper to your lordeschippe at the begynnyng of the 
terme, Godde willinge, who with increse of moche honour long 
preser\-e your gudde lordeschippe. At Redinge, xvij" Septem- 
bris. 

At Caversham ys a propre lodginge, wher the chanon lay, with a 

• Noli«7, or Nullej Ahbef, in Biickiagbunshire, of which there »re lUll iMnudenble 
remuni, «>s fouadcd id 1169, for Auitiu cuiotu, br K'iIUt GjlTsnl, te^oad mi of 
Buckingbim. The lut abbot ou Richvd ttidge. 

1- Henr)' VI. This is curioiu, u (hairing the tsublkhcd belief (hat the luoi bad 
br«d niQnlerMl. 

i Edntd the nwHyr, Uw aon aod lucceaaor orbing Bdpu-. 
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IT garden and an urcherd, mete to be bestowyd upon som 
ide of your lordeachips in thea parUes, ffor the cbanon hadde 
no thing to do ther butt to kepe the chapell and receyre the 
ofinnges. 

I besek your gudde lordeachippe to admytt me a power autar for 
thees honest men of Redinge, They have a fayer towne and 
many gudde occupiers in ytt, butt they lacke tliat howae necessary, 
of the wiche, for the mynystracion of justice, they have most nede 
of. Ther towne hall ys a very small howse, and stondith upon 
the ryver, wher ys the commyn wassching place of the moat partt 
the towne, and in the cession dayes and other cowrt dayes ther 
such betyng with batildorea as oon man can nott here another 
ir the quest here the chardg gevyng. The body of the church 
of the Grey Fryers, wiche ys solyd with lath and lyme, wold be a 
very commodiose rowme for them. And now I have rydde all the 
faaschen of that church in parcleses, ymages, and awlters, it wolde 
mak a gudly towne hall. The mayer of that towne, Mr. Richard 
Turner,* is a very honest gentUl peraon, with many other honest 
men, hatha expreasyd unto me ther gref in thys behalf, and have 
desyred me to be an humble autar unto your lordeschippe for the 
same, if it shulde be solde. The wallys besyd the coyne stonys 
be butt chalk and flynt, and the coveryng butt tile. And if it 
please the kinges grace to bestow that howse upon any of hys 
aervantes, he may spare the body of the churche, wiche stondith 
nest the atrete, very well, and yit have rowme sufficient fur a 
great roan. 

Your most bounden oratour and servant, 

John London. 



Richird Tiini'.T ««• major of Resiling from September 19, 1537, lo Sept. liJB, 
ua wu lucceeded bj Thomu Mirthc, (mBjor rram lain to iM9). uid Richard Jiul. 
let (from 1^3^ to Srpt. IbiO.) Set Coit»' KiBtory ot Reading. TIil- petition at Ihe 
for tbe priory cburcb to be converted into a town hall vaa granted. 
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DR. LONDON TO SIR RICHARD RICH Q). 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. B. it. fol. S26.] 

Right woTshipfuU, in my most hartie matier I have me com- 
mendyd unto yow, I have pullyd down the image of your lady at 
Caversham, with all trynkettes abowt the same, as schrowdes, 
candels, images of wexe, crowches, and brochys, and have tho- 
rowly defacyd that chapell in exchuyng of any farther resortt, ffor 
even at my being ther com in nott so few as a dosyn with imagies 
of weie. The image ys thorowly platyd over with sylver. I 
have putt her in a chest fast loclcyd and naylede, and by the next 
bardge that comythe uppe it schall be browjt to my lorde, with 
her coot£s, cappe, and here, with dyvers relykes, as the blessyd 
knyfe that kylled seynt Edward, the dagger that kyllyd kinge 
Henry, schethe and all ; and I myssed no tiling here butt oonly a 
peece of the holy halter Judas wasse hangyd witliall. Here song 
a chanon of Notley, wiche hadde conveyd home to hys master as 
great a relik as any of thees befor I com ; butt I wyll have hym, 
and schall send yt to my lorde. And thys wek folowing I will 
send uppe Mr. Johan Schorn, and ao as many as I fynde. I have 
occasion for my colledg besynes to go by AyUsbery and Bedford 
thys next wek, and as I suppose by Northampton. In all thees 
places be howsys of ffryers. If it be my lordes pleasur I will dis- 
pache them quyckly, fFor seying they wold faync be abrode yt wer 
pytie to stay them. And in dyvers of thees howsys moche ydoly- 
trie have be usyd, and the people sore abusyd. I besek yow 
remembre Mr. Kny}tes mater I have movyd yow in ; and if by 
your gudnes it be browjt to passe, I know well yow will herafter 
moche rejoyse yow dydd ytt. My servant schall be with yow 
thys wek to bringe uppe the Fryers surrendre, with the relykes of 
Caversham, and schall also bring yow a tokyn in parch ement undre 
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the oovent seale from the abbott and covent here.* lie desy- 
retlie oonly your favour, and no other thinge ; and I know so 
raotlte that my lord scliall fynde hym as conformable a roan as 
any in thys realme, as more at lardg I will tell yow at the begyn- 
nyng of the terme, by the grace of Godd, who with increae of 
moche worschippe longe preserve yow. At Reding, xvij" Sep- 
teiiibris. 

Your most bounden oratour, 

JOIIAN Lo?*DON. 



k 
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TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cmton. Ckn|i. E. IV. hi. 223.] 

In my most humble maner I linve me commendyd unto your 



gudde lordeschippe, with my assured prayer and service, I have 
sent upp to your loTdc§chippe the surrender of the Grey Fryers of 
Reding, with ther plate, suche as yt ys, I have inwardly defacyd 
churche and dorter ; the resydew of the howse I have left hole 
1 know your farther pleasur, and clerty dispacchyd all the 
'ors owt of the doores in ther seculer apparell, and have gevcn to 
every oon of theym raony in ther purcys, and have clerly payd 
ther dcttes. Tliys ys a towne of moch power people, and they 
to steling bo fast in every comer of the howse, that I have be 
le to tary a hole wck here to sett every thing in dew ordre, 
Jiave and schall rcceyve to tlie kinges grace use I trust 
ive xl". The mansion holy reservyd. I have sent upj* the 
principall relik of idolytrie within thys realme, an aungell witli 
oon wyng that broW5t to Cavcrsliam the spere hedde that pcrcyd 
Saviour is syde upon the crosae. It wasse ronveyd home to 



f BMding Abbcj * 



I diuoltcd lill tbc jrur foIla>iii|. when tbc >bbal « 
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Notley, butt I sent my servant purposley for rtt, I have t 
also iij. cotea of tlie image, with such tbinges as I fownde Upon 
them, w-ith the dagger that they say slew king Henry the vj. and 
the knyff that kylled seynt Edward, with many other lyk holy 
tbinges. I Lave defacyd that chapell inward, and have sent home 
the chanon to hys niaster to Notley. I bave requyred of my lord 
abbott the relykes of hys bowse, wich he schewyd unto me with 
gudde will. I have taken an inventary of them, and have lokkyd 
them upp behynde ther high awlter, and bave the key in my 
keping, and they be always redy at your lordeships commaunde- 
ment. Tliey have a gudde lecture in scripture dayly redde in ther 
cbapitour bowse, hothe in Inglyscbe and Laten, to the wicb ys gudde 
resortt, and the abhott ys at yt bym self. In any other thing I can 
do your lordeschipp service I am and always scbalbe redy, Godde 
willyng, who with increse of moche honour, long preserve your 
gudde lordeschippe. Att Reding, xviij" Septembris, 

Your most bounden oratour and servant, 

JoHAN London. 



THE INVEN' 



Inprimis, twoo peces off the holye crosse. 

Item, saynt James hande. 

Item, saynt Phelype stolle. 

Item, a bone off Marye Magdelene, with other moo. 

Item, saynt Anastasius is hande, with other moo. 

Item, a pece off saynte Pancrates arme. 

Item, a bone off saynt Quyntyns arme. 

Item, a bone off saynt Davyde is arme. 

Item, a bone off Marye Salomes arme. 

Item, a bone off saynt Edwarde the Martyre is arme. 

Item, a bone of saynt Hicrome, with other moo. 
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pteia, bones off sayrit Stephyn, with other moo. 
ptem, a bone off saynte Blase, with other moo. 
ptem, a bone of saynt Osmonde, with other moo. 
ptem, a pece off saynt Ursula stole. 
ptem, a chowbone of saynt Ethelmold. 
Rtem, bones off saynt Leodigarj-e and of S. Herenei. 
Ttem, bones off saynt Margarett, 
ptem, bones off saynt Arnal. 
[Item, a bone off saynt Agas, with other moo. 
Stem, a bone off S. Androwe, and ij. peces of his crosae, 
Item, a bone off S. Fredyswyde. 
Item, a bone off saynt Anne. 
L Witlie many othere. 

^^^^Hhe nmiDerr of Godatoir, in OiFordsbin, founded 

^H^Mnbralcd u the plicc of bariil of Piir Roumond, 

I !Mt ibbeii wa* Cktheriae Bolkeley, aliai Bormaru, <itba id ■ subeeqnent teCIer com- 

plum Ibit Dr. London Kii actuaCed bj perianal reieDtment tonardt her. As. bow. 
nfT, we hive here (he luitor's priiate letter lr> Cromwell concerning Che abbe}. 
■brrc he ipeaka irilb leniency, it ippeari that the abbcaa wb> miiuken. Her letter 
ha* been fraqnenllj quoted ai a proof of the harsh snd unjast treatment of tlie nuns 
■nil their auperian, bnt the fact was OTerlookeJ tbat on the diiiolution Catlieriae 
raotived the citremel; Urge peusion of fifty pounds a jetr. 



ler be a multitude of small bonys, laces, stonys, and ermys, 
wolde occupie iiij. schetes of papyr to make particularly an 
itary of every part therof. They be all at your lordeschips 
imaundement. 



of Henry I., in chiefly 



DR. LONDON TO CROMWKLL. 
[Kroin MS. Cation. Cleop. E. iv. fol. SS?'.] 
I my most humble maner I have me commendyri unto your 
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gudde lordeschippe, acertenj-ng the same that I ani no« 
stow to execute the kingea hi^hnes commission, wher I perceyve 
my ladye do tak my commynge som thinge penciflye, and hathe 
desyred me to spare herre deterniynate answer until! suche tyme 
8che may with convenyent apede know the kinges hignes deter- 
mynate and resolute pleasure in that behalf. And in the mean tyme 
I schall som thing rype my self in knowledg of the state of the 
liowse bothe inwardely and utterward, and if the kinges grace 
pleasur be notwithstanding herre desyer for suche considerations 
as raovith his grace for the reformation of suche abuses to tak the 
howse by surrendre, then I besek your lordeschipp to admytt me 
an humble sutar for my lady and herre sisters and the late abbasse 
and suche as have covent scales for lyvinges in that howse, that 
they may be favorably orderyd, specially my lady, wiche lately 
payd herre fyrst fruytes, and wasse indaungeryd therfor unto 
herre fryndes. Many of the mynchys(?) be also agyd, and as 1 per- 
ceyve few of the other have any fryndes, wherfor I besek your 
lordeschipp to be gudd lord unto them. In djTers of the fryers 
suppressyd tliey hadde no covent sealys, fFor my lord of Dover 
tok them away, as they saye, and badd them lyve upon ther stock 
and plate, and so dydd they, as apperithe. I have taken, wher the 
kinges grace ys nott founder, a feofemenfc also (besyd the sur- 
rendre) made to me to the kinges use. 1 dydd it by my lord 
Bawdwyns counsell at Aylisherj-. I have sent uppe all the plate, 
wyehe commythe, with the plate 1 delyverd to M. Gostwik, to 
xviij'". viij. unc. et dl. Thys ys bcsyd the plate of Oxforde and the 
Frj-ers of Redinge, wiche wasse hefor delyverd to M, Thacker, 
whom I have desyred to know your lordeschips pleasur in certen 
articles necessary abowt my hesynes. Oon of your lordeschips 
injunctions geven in the kinges name ys tliat no firyar sclialbe 
admytted to serve any cure. Now they be dimissed owt of ther 
bowses, no man will admytt any of them to be curattes, unlesse 
they do bring ther capacyties ; wherfor I besek your lordeschippe 
we may have tliem with spede, ffor in the mean tyme the power 
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1 be withowt lyvingcs, and now I have sett many abrode. I 
lave sold no maner of tliyng at ToUissop Crosfrj'ers besyd ^Var- 
wik,* for the honse stondith alone, and if I hadde begon any sale, 
all the howse wold have be spoylyd or I hadde com agen. I have 
left all in safe custodye till my retornyng. In tliausten ffr)-ers at 
Northamptonjt a lytill befor my comrayng, the prior dei-ydyd xxx''. 
of plate money nmonge hys brothern. In that I wold fayne know 
your lordeschips pleasure ; tTor that and other lyk maters, I 
left the prior in prison, and I have si', of that money agen. As 
your lordeschips pleasur schall fartlier be in all the premisses, I 
scball in that and all other do my best diligens, by the grace of 
almyjtic Godd, who with increse of moch honour long preserve 
yowcr gudde lordeschipp. At Godstow, vj ". Novembris, 

Tliys mornyng ray lady holy referrithe her self to your lorde- 

ihips pleasur ; wherfor I besek your lordescbippe of your favorable 

B to herre, and also for your favour to herre and herre sisters 

irtbcrly*Tnges. When I am at the Chartre Howae of Coventry, 

Colme^ ys within iij. myles. 

I Your most bounden oratour and servant, 

I JoiiAN London. 

' Plcosit 
advi-rtisci 



yowcr g 
^_ Tliys 
^^^■chipsp 
^^Hltters t 



THE ADBESS OF GODSTOW TO CBOMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. CIwjj. E. iy. fol. 2W.] 

Plcnsitlie hit your honour with my moste humble dewtye to be 
advertised, that where it bathe pleasyd your lordeship to be the 



in the Moniiitirdn. 
frun kt North BUI ptod (foandnl in 
Tbe prior was John Goodwill. 




iSO L.ETTERS RELATING TO TUS 



verie mesne to the kinges majestie for my preferment most tm- 
worlhie to be abbes of this the kynges monasterie of Godystowe, 
in the whiclie offyce I truste I have done the beste in my power 
to the mayntenance of Godes trewe honour, withe all treuthe and 
obedience to the kynges magestie, and was never movyd nor 
desired by any creature in the kynges behalfe or in your lorde- 
ships name to surrender and gyve upe the bowse, nor was never 
myndyd nor intendyd so to do otherwise then at the kingea 
gratius commawndement or yours, to the whiche I do and have 
ever done and will suhmyt my selfe most humblie and ubedientlie, 
and 1 truste to God that I have never offendyd Godes lawes, 
nother the kynges, wherebie that this poore monasterie ought to 
be suppressyd, and this notwithstondyng, my good lorde, so it 
ia that doctor Londone, whiche, as your lordeship dothe well 
knowe, was ageynstc my proniotyon, and hatbe ever sence borne 
me greate malys and grudge, like my mortall enmye, is sodenlie 
cummyd unto me withe a greate rowte withe bim, and here dothe 
threten me and my susters, sayeng that he bathe the kynges com- 
myssyon to suppres the house spyte of my tetbe. And when he 
sawe that I was contente that he shuldc do all thinges accordyng 
to his commyssyon, and shewyd him playne that I wolde never 
surrender to his hande, beyng my awncyent CTiemye, now he be- 
gynes to intreate me and to invegle my susters one by one other- 
wise than ever I harde tell that any of the kynges subgectes bathe 
bene handelyd, and here tarieth and contynueth to my grete coste 
and charge, and will not taike my answcre that I will not surrender 
till I knowe the kynges gratious commawndement or youre good 
lordesbipes. Therefore I do moste humblie beseche you to conty- 
newe my good lorde, as you evcrhave bene, and to directe your honor- 
able lettres to remove him hens ; and whensoever the kinges gratius 
commawndement or youres shall cum unto me, you shall fynde 
me moste reddie and obedyent to fotoe the same. And notwithe- 
stondjrng that doctour Londunc, like a untrewe man, bathe informyd 
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rour lordeship that 1 am a spoiler and a waster, youre good 
jrdeshipe shall knowe tliat tlie contrarie is trewe, ffor I have 
not alienatyd one halporthe of the goodes of this monasteriej 
movable or unmovable, but have ratlier increasyd the same, nor 
^er made lease of any farme or pece of grownde belongyng to 
lihis house other than hathe bene in tjines paste allwaies set 
mder covent seale for the wealthe of tlie house. And, therefore, 
my verie truste is that I shall fynde the kynge as gratius lorde 
unto me as he is to ail other liis subgectes, seyng 1 have not 
offendyd, and am and wilbe most obedyent to his moste gratious 
^commawn dement at all tymes, withe the grace of allmighty Jesus, 
(fho ever preserve you in honour longe to indeure to his pleasure. 
At Godistow, the v''' daie of November. 

Your moste bownden bedes woman, 

Kathehixe Bulkeley, abbes there. 



L Fkwn Oodslow, we trace Dr. London to Ihe priorj of TwjaUjim or Chmt's Churob, 
B iJunptbirCi the chorcb of wbich still remaini ■ molt intereatiDg nionunient of 
Mllj ooclniutical ■mbitccture. Tbig house wu origianllf founded iu tbe reigu of 
E4«vd the CoufeMor. The leat prior was John Draper, 

CXlll. 
THE COMMISSIONERS TO CROUWEI.L. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. fol. 367*.] 
Ower humble dewties obser^-yd unto your gudde lordeshippc, it 
tD^y lyk the same to be advertised that we have taken the sur- 
rendre of the late priorye of Christechurche Twynham, wher we 
Ibunde the prior a very honest conformable person, and the howse 
well fumyaschide with juellys and plate, wherof some be mete for 
the kinges majestie is use, as a litill chalys of golde, a gudly lardge 
! doble gylt with the foote garnysschyd with stone and 
wlc, two gudly basons doble gylt having the kinges arrays well 
■•mylyd, a gudly greet pyxe for the sacrament doble gylt ; and 
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ther be also other tliinges of aylver right honest ant! of gudde 
valewer, as well for the churche use as for the table, reservj-d and 
kept to the kinges use. In thys churche we founde & chaple and 
monument curiosly made of Cane stone, preparyd by the late 
mother of Raynolde Pole* for herre buriall, wiche we have 
cauayd to be defacyd and all the arrays and badgis clerly to be 
delete. The surreyng of the demaynys of thys howse, wiche be 
lardgc and baryn, and som partt therof xx*". mylya from the mo- 
nastery, wiche we also do survey and mesure, hathe causyd ^mm^ 
to mak longer abode at thys place then we intendyd. And now 
we be in jorney towardes Amysbery, wher we schall use like dJli- 
gens for the accompHsshing of the kinges highnes commission, 
and as sone as we have don ther we schall farther certifie your 
lordeschippe of our doinges. And thus we beseke almy5tie Jhesus 
longe to preserve your guddc lordeschippe with increse of moche 
honour. At Christchurche, ij" Decembris. 

Your lordschipes humbly to comand, 

robt. sowtiiwell. 

Edward Carne. 

Jhon London. 

Ryciiard Poulkt. 

William Bbrners. 



It ippeari by the falloning that Dr. LondoD had been to Coreatrj rind NartlMmpton, 
IS lie intimated his intention in ■ farmer letter. He U nov returned to Oxford, where 
ire tband him at tbe boginning of bii carreipondence. 



DR. LONDON TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. CIcop. E. iv. fol. 20H.J 

In my most humble maner I have me commendyd unto jOQi 
' Cudinal Pole. Hi* mother wu MTerdy p«n«cated bjr the crown. 
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idd lordeschippe, with my assurede prayer and servys during my 

I have sent unto ynur gudde lordeschippe a power tokyn, 

iseking alrayjtie Godde most hartelye nott oonly to grannt unto 

thys new yere prospcrose, butt many moo also, to the hyghe 

ileasare of Godde and the great comfortt of your lordeachipp and 

all your boundon oratours* I have also sent with the same power 

tokyn the half-yere fee it pleasithe yow to accept of me and my 

power howse. Godde ivilHng, I schall now with all diligens applie 

^execution of the commisMon I hadde of your lordeschippe in 

pinccs wher as yet I have nott be. M. Williams, I trust, hathe 
iefied your lordeschippe what we have don at Enshamt»nd 
'otley, and at the Crowche Frj^ers at Newberj'e.J And with the 
of Ensham I have don my best diligens for syr George 
freye,§ and do trust that we shall com to som gudde conclusion. 
ys day the late abbott, they, and I shall mete agen for that 
Att Delapray beayde Northampton § I have taken 
thabbesae surrendre. Schc ys a g;udde agydd woman, and lately 
badde the kinges chartre for the contynuance of hcrre howse ; 
that notwithstonding, she willingly withowt any refusal] renderyd 
unto the kingcB majestic that chartre, wiche with hcrre and her 
sisters surrendre I have sent by thya berar, and acording to your 
mmaundment have putt Small, M. Hennage kinsman, in pos- 
ion of the same. And forasmoche as I founde that late abbesse 



• On the old cnsloro of giiing new ye«r'» gifts (^trennei), Btill preaervrd in Frinw, 
■ Brud'c Popalar Antiqnitteg, tol. i, pp. 5 — II {ed. 1841). 
t The abbej ot Enaham. or EfDsham, iu Oifordtbire, wu rounded lif Albnlmfr 
ll of Cornwall aod DcTOnsbire, at the begioDiag of ibe elerentb ocnturj. It WM a 
h home. The last prior wm Antboo; Dunstna, a/iiu Kilclien, who was lubKquFntl; 
(in \S4i) made biibop of Landalf. 

I TbU oai a amaU priorir at DonningtoD, near Newbar;, is Berkihire. See the 
MonMUcoD, >i. p. I5G3. Henry While wii tlie lut prior. 
^ I Sir George Dare; was the elder brother of Sir Artlmr Parcj, mentioDed before, 
H mtored to bii father's title of Lard Darcy in the Snd Edw. VI. 
I Ddapre iDi-U-pri), a Cluniac Dunncrj In Iho pariili of ilordingtliiDc, foundnl 

» nltn of king Stephnn by Simon dn St. Li), oarl ot NorUuunpton. 
JBAUD. ROC. 3 U 
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SO com form able, and the howse in so gudde statCj considering 
dyvers grave ctiardges sche hathe be att, I dydde assigne unto herre 
for her corafortt in herre great age the fowrt partt of the schepe, 
■viz. fyve score, a certen of every kynde of grayne, a certen of 
every sort of the catell, wherof I founde praty store, and lyk- 
wise of the stuff and iniplementes, beseking your lordeschippe to 
ratefie the same, and to be gudde lorde unto herre and to herre 
power sisters in ther pensions, I have also receyvide the unwise 
letters wrytcn by the monkes of the Chartre House in Coventrye.* 
Ther and at the priory I schall I trust accomplishe the kinges grace 
pleasur and yowers. And fonismoche as Colme ys so nye unto 
Coventry, and thabbott with all hys frj-ndes at your lordeschipa 
commaundement, as I am pryvie of ther myndes, if it be your 
lordeschips pleasure I schall be gladde to goo thorow with that 
howse also. All the sortt of them do lok dulye for ther departing, 
and therfor they mak tlier handes by leesys, salys of wodde, and 
of ther plate. I suppose thys abbott will leve hys howse and 
landes lyk an honest man ; wherfor, inasmoche the howse hathe 
many gudly commodities, wlierof if any be lett (as in dede som 
be) and will easily com agen to your lordeschips hondes, I think it 
best your lordeschipp do tak itt while yt ys at the beste. 1 am 
so bolde to desyer M. Thacker to know your lordeschips pleosQr 
in certen other thinges, wiche I schall duly accompHsche with the 
help of God, who with increae of moche honour long presen'e your 
gudde lordeschippe. Oson., sxviij. Decembris. 

I have sent to your lordeschippe also a coote of idolytrie, with 
iij. frontlettes apperteynyng to the furnyture of the same. I have 
dyvers other propre thinges, as two heddes of seynt Ursula, wich 
bycause ther ys no maner of sylver abowt them, I reserve tyll I 
have another hedd of herse, wich I schall fynd in my waye within 
thees xiiij. dayes, as I am creadably informyd. 

Tour most boundcn oratour, 

JoiiAN London. 

e aenc Cuienlry, rouudod liji William lord Zoaob in 



BUPPBBSBION OF MONASTEBIES. 



'In the foIlonriiiK letler we find Dr. London itill on Ills way lo Covantrj : it ia 
npplFmeulary to tlip preceedinj;. 



i 



DB. LONDON TO SIR RICHARD RICH (f). 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. SW.] 

Right worsctiipfull, in my most harty inaner I have me com- 
tfiendyd unto yow, in lyk tuancr tliankinge yow for your kynde 
pftynys taken for me, wherby ye have bound me to ow yow the 
best servys I can do yow, and therof always ye schall be well as- 
sured. 1 besek yow to delyver unto my lord suche surrendors as I 
have sent nppe. The plate of Notley and Ensham M. Williams 
being in commission with me ther hath browjt uppe ; and at the 
Crowche Fryers besyd Newbery wasse no more butt a power 
chalys. The londes be gudde xsij". by yere, butt the guddes all 
were nott worth the mynistre rewardyd vj". 

At Delapray I hadde ij. chalyces and a pyxc, and the howse 
.msse pratily storyd with catell and corn. Ye aehall se me mak 

w a praty bank by that tym I com next uppe. I pray yow 

low my lordes [will], and that I may be acertenyd of the same in 

inges folowing. 

Imprimis, my lord commandyd rae to putt M. Lucy in pos- 
session of the Crowch Fryers howse in Thelsford,* and now he 
wrytithe that I schall putt M. Cheynye in possession of the same. 
If M. Lucy schall have Thelsford, then if my lord so will that 
I do go to Nuncotton or Stikkiswold nonryes t in Lincoln schyer, 
M. Cheyney may be servyd in som of tliem. 

• Tht frisry of Tlieiesford in WarwickaLire wat fonnded in the reign of king John. 
Ednrd Dat; wu tlie last prior. 

t The Ciiterdan nunnery of Stjkeawolcl, or Sliiwold, in Lincolnshire, wa» Toaudfi 
hj tbt widow of Raoulph fint eorl of Cheater, in tint reign of Slepbeo. U had hten 
nfouoded after the act for the luppreiiion <•( the imaller moawteriei, onder HhicU il 
The tut i>riorcB« was Marj MiaBcndcn. 
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ir my lord will have me du any thing at Colme, then I voMe 
my lord wold send aom oon of hys trusty servantea to me at my 
being ther, to recej-ve the howse witli all otlier rekenpiges to my 
lordes nse, the guddea indiSerently praysed. He can nott have a 
more commodiose howae, and the longer he taryeth the warssc 
every thing will be, aa aniversally they mak ther handes all they 
can that yet do reniayne nott suppressyd. When I am at Coventry, 
I am but iij. myles from Colme, And if my lord percase have 
syns my being ther sett hys mj-nde upon any other place, then 
help M. Gregory or M. Richard may have ytl, ffor yt ys a tbyi^ 
to be taken. 

Your own bounden assuredly, 

JoiiAN London. 



Id the Dcit litter we find Or, London and his fellow ctnnmiisionen it Gtonccaler, 
irhich had been recetitir Tinted bjr the biabop of Dover, whine leKen are giTcn on ■ 
(brnn |i*ge. 



THE COMUI8B10NEB8 OF THE WEST TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Clcop. E. iv. fol. 354*,] 

Ower humble dewties obscrvyd unto your gudde lordescbippe, 
it may lykc the same to be advertysede, that we have taken the 
nurrendre of the late monasterye of Ilaylya,* wher we founde the 
father and all hys brothern very honest and conformable persons, 
and the howse clerly owt of dett. Over that the father hadde hya 



* Tbe niend sbbcj of Hsyle*, in GlODMattnhifiD, wu founded i 
Ihlrtccuib mntnrr, bjr tUclunl orl of ContnU. Stepben Sagar • 



. the oiiOdlo of IIm 
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groundes so well furnysschecle with jiiellys, platei stuff, 
II, and the nodes also so well savyd, as thoo he badde 
lokyde forre no alteration of hys howse. Hys arable loiide also 
vasse in lyk nianer husbondyd, no small nombre of acres redy 
towen with whete, and the tylthe seasonablte orderyd for barlye ; 
and dydde surrendre hys howse with suche discrete and frank 
maner, as we have seen no other do l)etter in all ower jorney. The 
fbowse clerly dispacchede and commyttede, acording to the kinges 

lajesties lettres, unto the custodye of M. Acton. We have 
1 that howse right honest sortea of juellys, plate, oriiamentes, 
and monye, besyde the garnysschyng of a small schryne, wherin 
w&Bse reposyd the counterfett relyke in tymys past,* wicbe all we 
do saflye reseri-e unto the kinges highnes use, and thow)t it our 
partes to declare and signifie unto your lordeschipe thys honest 
inanncia behaviour and doinges, to tbentent he myjt have at your 
hondes condinge prnyse and tbankes for hys trew dealinge, and to 
dumbly desyer your lordeschippe to be guddc lorde unto hym, as 
hja full trust ys ye will be. We have dispacchyd Ilaylys and 

wincJicombe,t and now be at Glocestre, wher we have taken the 
Burrendre, and be dyligently traveling for a new ordre to be sett 
ther, wherin we fynde the more difficultye, for that as yet the 
kinges highnes bathe tiott determyd hys pleasure upon the master 
that shall have tlie governance of thys congregation. From Glo- 
cestre we go unto Teuxbery, wher thys weke we trust clerly to 
mak a fynall conclusiou of all our commissions for thys schyer, as 
we have now don in Hampachyer and Wilshyer, and schall uae no 

* Ttu followuig note of the fate of Uiii cotinterfeit rrlique, wbldi had been nciztd 
fOmr w«olf> btloit lbs Jatc ot lliia letter, ii foaad in HollnBlicd :— " Ih'M. The 
foQre anil twentith of Norcmber. the bisbop ot Rocheiter preaclied ■! Pautra croue, 
■nd Ihittt ibcwed the bloud ot Hales, and affiroeil the ianie lo tie no bloud, but hunie 
'iB«il, Bod iruloured Hiih gaSroD, aa it hid beene ciideuUie proved before Ibe king 
" oonctrtl." 

I t The allbejp uf WEuchoombe, or Winoheleicoiiibf, in tiluueeatetitiire, wat faundeil 
9 Oawild biihoji of Worctiter In 9h5, in the plies of > mach more ancient Buiuer7- 
J RicbarU .Vnctlmc, Anileloie. or Muuntlow. 
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lesse diligens for the next of Worcpstre schyer, by the grace of 
almyghty Godde, who with increse of inoche honour longe pre- 
serve your gudd lordeschippe. At Glocestre, iiij°. Januarii. 
Your lordachipes most humbly to be comandyd, 

Robert Sowthwell. 
Edward Carnb. 



Rl. GwBNT. 

JoHAN London. 
William Behners. 



JoHAN Arnold. 
JoHAN Ap Rice, 

RyCUAHDB Poi'LRT. 



Biihop Iice. the miler of the foUnwing letter, was lord president of the principality 
and marchea of Wnles. the court of government of which wu held M Ludloir. The 
folloiriDg letter ii dated from Wigmore Csitle. 



BIBIIOP LEE TO CROMWELL. 

fFroin MS. Cotton. Cleop. E, iv. fol. 85G*.] 

Right honerabile, my dewte rememberyde unto youer good lord- 
schippe, it may plesse the same to caulc unto youer lordschypeare- 
memberans my seute mayd to your lordschipe for the cathedral! 
churche of Coventre, for the contynewana of the same, that apon 
alteracioD it myght stonde : we moweyd Boe to doo, for soe miche it 
is my principallsee and hede churche. Whereunto youer lordsehype 
dyd gyff me levyng answere of comfurthe ; and now I am infonnyd 
by the letteres herein inclosscyd frome the majTe and aldermen of 
the citee, that doctor London repareys thether for the suppression 
of the same. My good lorde, heipe me and the cite bothe in thys, 
and that the churche may stonde, wherby I may kepe my name, 
and the cite have commodite and ease to theyre desyrc, niche 
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kchall folew, if by your goodnes it niyght be browgbt to a colege 

■Jiurche, as Liche., and soe that poyre cite schall have a per- 

letuall conifurthe of the same, as kiiowyth the holy Trenite, whoo 

■jpreserve youer lordschyp in honor to youer bartys comfurth. At 

l^igmere, xij°. Januarii, 

Youer lordschypes most bownden, 

Roland Co. et Licii. 



f' HnJDg thai traced the [iroccedings of Dr. Londan, ia his progress doriiig the autumn 
Ud wJDler of 1S3«, we Bhall rclurn to the BUmmer of that ycRr, to give a few miascl- 
_ IcDcoai letters relating to different partg of the couDtrjr, beginning with Eeaei. 

cxvni. 

BIB THOMAS AUDLEY TO CBOUWELL. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. tv. fol. SOI.] 

After my right herty comendacions to your good lordshipp, I 
lende to you a true copy of the value of the goodes of Seynt 
fOsiea,* and of the partieularytees therof, delyvered to me by 
Myldraay the auditour, oon of thecomyssioners, wherby your lord- 
shipp may perceyve tlie contentes of al the same goodes, with the 
estymate of leade and belles. I was not at the diasolucion of the 
howse, nor have eny penyworthe of the goodes, but 1 thynke the 
eomyssioners have servyd the kynges mageste bothc honestely and 
tmly. The eomyssioners were sjt John Seynteler, syr William 
Pirton, Myldmay, and Jobaon, whiche be ij of the comyt of the 
aogmeatacion, and a master of the chancery with them, to take 

■ The priorj of St. Oiith'i waa founded for Anslia canoni Mmetime before the jtu 

■lltl, b} Richard de Belmei*, bishop of London. Iti site is aaid la have been occii< 

•d, io SaiOD timet, b; a Tcrjr ancient nunnerf. The last prior wag John ColcheHer, 

wWithemk. The sits was granted (o Lord Cromwell in the 31 Hen. VI||. 
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the aurrendir. In ttede I sent for the abbott afore the disBoltt- 
ciun.and inducyd hym to yelde the howse to the kjT)ge§ mageste 
with ills good wyll, and that he shuld exort his ruvent to con- 
forme them to the same, who by my advise and eJtortacon con- 
formed them selfes as humble subgettes without murmours or 
griigge, wlierin I trust I have not for my part servyd the kyngea 
highnes amysse. And now I beseche your good lordsliipp to 
further my aute. His mageste grantyd al my sute in effect 
durynge his graces plesure, and my bil ys for terme of liff. Tliey 
he offices and feez that must be ge^•yn, and 1 trust to serve his 
grace honestely in them. 1 have no ffee nor office of his highnes 
but the chancelourshipp, and althoughe yt be hye and lionurabill, 
yet it ys cumberous and chargeable. Praying your lordshipp to 
knowc his magesteez plesure of this htel sute, to the entent I may 
know the end therof, wherby your good lordshipp shal admynyster 
to me a right gret plesure and quyctnes. And as towchynge the 
archedekenry of Leycettour, I take it that your lordshipp ys at 
appoyiit for me to have it, and to giff my lord of Hereford Ixxx" ; for 
your lordshipp ones so advertised me by your lettres ; beseclij-ng 
you therfore to help to the resignacion therof, and the kj-nges lettre 
to the byshop of Lincoln for the aleccion. The name of the 
person that shuld have it ys William More, clerk, byshopp suSra- 
gan of Colchester. Yf the resignacion and lettre be opteyned, my 
servant shal discharche the Ixxx". at London to my lord of Here- 
fordes use, where your lordshipp wil apoynt hym. I have wryten 
to my ffrend Pope to dispache it for me. I hertely desire your 
good lordshipp to putt me to an end and quyetnes in this mater. 
And for the travaylea your lordshipp takyth in my sutes at this 
tyme, I wil accordyng to my last lettre gif you xx" towardes 
your paynes, and my poor herty good will duryng my liff. Yt 
may lik your lordshipp to understund, that the lord of Sejmt 
Johanns hath sent to me for comyssion to gather the ffi:arys. I have 
warrant to make them ye know by the gret boke that the gret 
master opteyned at the kynges hand ; nevertheleaso I staye in 



ft til I may knowe the kyngea plcsure there. He seyth the 
kynges mageste Iiath the x"'. of the rates therof in the value of 
his possessionz. He makyth moehe a. do for them. 1 beseche 
your good lordshipp to move the kynges mageste in yt and to 
advertise me of his graces plesure therof, hesechyng you also to 
make my most humble reconiendacion to his mageste, hesechyng 
our Lord to send his highnes longe and prosperus ]yff. And thus 
&re your good lordshipp as wel and with as longe liff as I wold 

I my self. Scribelid at Eston, at the erle of Essex howse, the xij. 

' dsy of August. 

Thankes be to our Lord, the contree ys in good order and quyet- 
ne» abowt me, and there where I have been, and begyn to fall to 
good quyetnea without contencons. 

Your lordsliippes assured to hia pour, 

Thomas Audelet, chauncelour. 



I Hw nut Utter f* alio from Ibe chsncvUor Audltf. Tbe priory of Wgjden wis 
Ddtd in 1136 by tho firat Qeottrcj ie Mmderille, earl of Eimx. It wat changed 
tUo >n abbcf towards the end of the twelfth cenluiy. Tbe Uit abbot was William 
More, ■nffragao bisUop of Colchcater. mentioned in Ita preceding Ittlcr. Tbe Kite 
wu granted to Sir Thomas Audtey, wbuie deicenduat, Tbomaa, earl of Suffolk, in tbe 
niga of Junes I., built on tbe ruina the noble residence of Audlej End, now tbe seat 
of Lord Bnjbroolie. 

CXIX, 
SIB THOMAS AUDLEY TO CROUWELL. 
[Ffom MS. Cotton. Cleop. £. iv. fol. 1.1T-] 
Please it your good lordship to understood, that I have serch- 
cd for the just value of Walden, and send to you the parti- 
cnUriteez therof, assuring you that it ys valued to the most, as ai 
the monesteryes in Essex were, and also it ys treuth that all ys 
owt in lease by the predecessour of the now comendatcry for 
many yeres. The comendatcry at tlie lest can have no lesse then cc. 

CAUD. 80C. 2 I 
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markes pencion, viij. monkes prestes every of them viijA at the le»l^ 
tumma Ixiiijl". The dettes of the howse to the kynges grace and 
others amountyth to c". and above, as I am enformed. I beseche 
your good lordshipp be my good lord in this my sute, yf it shal plese 
the k)-iigea mageste to be so good and gracius lord to me, it shai 
sett forth as rooche my pour estymacion as the valu of the thynge. 
In the bcsy world I sustcyned damage and injory, and this shal re- 
atore me to honeste and comodyte. Tlie kynges majeste hath be 
so good lord to me that I can not of right crave eny thyng, but of 
his owen goodnes and liberalyte. And where I have promysed 
you to gyf Ills highnez V^. markes redy mony, if ye thynke it to 
litell, order me as his grace may be best plesid, so that I may 
have dayes for the rest ; ffor, on my fayth, I am in dett ; besech- 
jTig your good lordshipp to use this my sute as the kynges 
highnes shal not thynke nor conceyve me to be inportune, ffor I 
desire more his graces contentacion then eny profight in the world. 
I have lost by capacyteez liberally and frely granted to relegeoua 
persones of al the bowses suppressid, of very ordynary Seex 
anexid to my office above a m''., and have it no rccompens for it. 
The charges of the rebellion and the occasion cost me xj^. markes 
and al)ove ; but that mony was wel bestowed, and ffor my office 
that the kynges highnes gafe me of exchange, 1 can take no como- 
dyte by it. I do not repete these thynges but to your lordshipp, 
not to be declarid to the kynges mageste, as for eny consideradon 
to restore me, ffor al this and al that I have done and shall do 
in servyce durj-ng my life, his highnes hath recompensid with 
more then I can or may deserve. Remyttyng now all thynge 
to your lordshippes msdom to use this my pour sute as to your 
dyscrecion shal seme best and most conwnient, and that whiche 
I promysed your lordshipp ye shal have, with more, and my hart 
and good wil duryng my liff; and thus fare your lordshipp hartely 
well, Wryten this Satirday in the momyng. 

Tour assured to his pour, 

Thomas Audelet, k. cbanceler. 
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it letter relaUi to II 
liln 1577- The lut abbot HI 
of September. :!0 lien. VIII. 



: sbbej of Vnle Hojnl in Cheshire, founded bj EdwHrd 
. John Hurwood, who foraudlj lurrondcred oa the ?tlt 



DR. LECn TO CROMWELL. 



[From MS. H«l. No. 604, fol. SG.] 



In my tuost humble manner I commend me untu your good 
lordship, ever more thanckyng you of your manyfycency and gret 
goodnes at all tymes shewyd unto me, advertising your lordship, 
that wheraa I have hetherto, accordyng to your commaundement, 
visite th arch edacon rye of Coventry, Stafford, Derby, and parte of 
Cheshyre, for that I can perceyve accordingly as I heretofore have 
wryltyn unto you, tlier lackythe nothyng but good and godly 
instruction of the rude and poore people, and reformation of the 
heddls in tbes jjartyes. For certen of the knyghtes and gentll- 
men, and most commonly all, lyvythe so incontinently, havyng 
ther concubynes openly in ther howses, with v. or vj, of their 
chyldren, putting from them their wyfes, that all the contrey ther- 
with be not a lilill offendyd and takithe evyll example of theym. 
Whcrfor hetherto I have geven and sent commaundement to them, 
(forasmuche as I culd not speke witli them all, by reason they 
war at the assysea) to put from them immediatly suche concu- 
bynes as they have hetherto notoriously and manyfestly occupyed 
and kept, and to take agen their wyfes, or ellys to appere before 
your lordship to ahewe a cause whye they shuld not be compcllyd. 
And iff your lordship wyll commaundo any other thyng to be 
duon in the premissis, I shall be redy to accomplyshe the same. 
And seing my lord of Norfolke ys cum to the cowrte, I shall most 
humbly desire you to have me in remembrnns. And thus Jhesu 
preserve you and have you in his moste firme tuytion, with mochc 
increase of honor, according to the contentation of your lordshijis 
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MtMt nabk good baftes dcsfie Fna Hm 
BotiDt Oe njjo. ds^ of Aogost. 
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Thomas Lbcb- 
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TRK ABBOT OF VALE ROTAL TO CB01fWSl.l„ 



[Fran MS. BarL Nd. SM. U. ( 



me and my brotlirpn the Vjogea moat gracioDse and dnde coai- 
myssion, wherein his gracionae plesure vas that for the gratajrtye 
that his gnure trosted in me and my brethren, that we wold clerc- 
lye of our own consentes smrendre into his graciose handes oar 
monasterye, beying of bis most gractoose foandadon, and whereof 
your lordship is stuard. My good lorde, the trathe ia, I nor my 
said brethem have never consented to aorrendre oar monasterye, 
nor yett doo, nor never will doo by our good willes, onles it shall 
please the kynges grace to giff to us commandement so to doo, 
vhicbe I can not perceve in tlte commyfluon of maister Holcroft 
BO to bee. And if any informacyon be giffon unto his magestye, 
or unto your good lordship, that we shulde consent to sur- 
reiidre, as is above sayd, I assure your good lordstiip, apon my 
fidditie and trutlie, there was never non suchc consent made by 
mc nor my brethren, nor no person nor persons had auctoritye so 
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to do in our names. Wherefore I humbly beseche your good 
lordship, in whome is my single trust under God and the kyngea 
magestye, to be meane for us unto his grace, so that we may con- 
tynewe in our aayd monasterye to pray for his most noble grace 
and your good lordship, whiche we shall dayly doo, accordyng to 
our bounden duyties, duryng our lyres. I assure your lordshipe I 
am cuniyng upwardes as fast as my sekenes will suSre me, to be- 
seche your tordsliipe of charite to be good to our pouer monastery. 
1 sende unto your lordshipe the bill indented made by me and my 
brethren, wliiche in presence of worshipfull men I proffered to 
M. Holcroft, whiche to take he refused. And thus our Lord 
God preserve your lordshipe in good helthe. Writen at Lychefyld, 
the ix. day of Septembre, by your pouer bedcman, 

JoiiAN, abbot of Vale ray all. 
To Ibe iTsbt bononblc lir Tbomia 
Crotnenell, kayght, lord Cromewetl, 
lord prarje k*1I, nnil chieff secrc- 
lirje to the kfiigM higheiiES. 



MFe bsTB DCit Bnather leltcr at the chancellor Audlej, which rcUtea to the two honiei 
of St. Oiith-i (mentioned before) and St. John'. Bt Colcheiler. The l«lter was 
foaoded bj Endo Dapifer at the beginning of the twelfth cenlnry. The Usl abbot was 
John Beche, who waaeiecnted Dec. I, 1.139, for hi« oppositiun to the king'i com- 
Hli predecesaor had luffered the Bsme fate. 



CXXII. 

BIR THOMAS AUBLEY TO CROMWEI 

[Prom the Stale Paiura, vol. i. p. 58G.] 



k After my right harty comendations to your good lordship, with 
y most harty thankes for your last gentill letters, 1 am required 
uy the erle of Osford and master chauncelour to desire your 
good lordshipp, in all our names, to njake our moost humble 
ummendations to the kynges magcste, and to render ouer most 



LCrrSBS KELATtNG TO THB 



huft thankes to his faigfanes for oar Beens to Tisite and see iiqf 
lord prynees grace,* wfiooi, ■eoordjmg to oar desires u>d dntecx. 



e hsTe s 



r most rejoise and eomfoct, next the kynga 
And I Bssore toot lordshipp I nerer sawe so goodr a 
dulde of his ^e, so merr, so plesaimt, so good aad lor;^ 



Land 



so eniest an ve. as it were a sage jaggemeat 



erery person that repayreth to his grace ; and, as it 

me, thankes be to oar Lord, his grace eDcresitlt wefl in the i^cr 

tliat he ys ID. And albe^rt a litell bis graces OeaAc deeaycth, jK 



heabotfth ( 



I length, and vexith feme and sti^ and < 



atedfastly stood, and wold aTannce bymself to more and gOj if 
they woU sa£r bym ; but as me semyth tfaer do yet best, eon- 
sidf ryng his grace u yet tendir, that he ahnld not stieyn hymsel^ 
as his aa-eo oarage wold serre hym, till be ram above a yere of age. 
I vas r^bt |^ to aoderstood there that the kynges maecste wil 
hare his grace retnovyd from Haveryng now ageynst wyoter 
tyme ; for sorely it semythe to me that the boose wil be a odd 
bowse for wynter, but for somer it ys a good and a goodly ayer, 
I can not comprehend nor describe the goodlr towardly qaaliteez 
that Ts in my lord princes grace. He ys sent of almyty Good for 
al onr corofortes. My davly and contynoal prayer ys and sbalbe 
for his good and prospems prescrratioD, and to make his | 
an aide prince, besechyng yoor good lordesbipp to rendir to tbe 
kjnges B^este thankea in al our names as ys aboresayd. 

Socbe bndcs hath nuitie^ sythen my last departyng from your 
good krdshipp, concerojng the dissolatian of the abbeys of seynt 
Johns in Coldiester and aeynt Osyes, that I am bold to vryte 
to your good lordshipp after myn oU sate for the cootrnoans of 
the said i places, not, as tfaey bee, rebgeons, bat that it mw 
plese the kyi^es mageste at his goodnes to translate them into 
coUegys, after sacbe sort and ordjnaances as shall seme naat 
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charitable to his highnez j for the whiche, &s I seyd to you afore, 
his grace may have of eythir of them a £l(KK), that ys for bothe 
£2000, and the gyft of the deanes and prcbendaryes at his owen 
plesure. The cause I move this ys, fyrst, I consider that seynt 
Johns stondyth in his graces owen town at Colcliester, wherin 
dwel many pour people, whiche have dayly relefe of the house; 
Etnotber cause, bothe these bowses be in the ende of the shire of 
Esses, where litel hospitality shalbe kept, yf these be dissolved. 
For as for Seynt Jones lakkyth water, and seynt Osyes stondyth 
in the mersches, not very holsom, so that fewe of reputation, as 1 
tliynke, wil kepe contynuat bowses in eny of them, oonlez it be a 
congregation, as ther be nowe. There ys also 20 bowses, gret 
and smal, dissolved, in the shire of Esses, all redy. These, and 
many other considerationz, movyth me to be a suter for ther 
traunslationz ; and yet I will not nor mynde in eny wise to move 
or speke in this mater othirwise than shal stond with the kynges 
plesare ; nor, in good fayth, I entend not to have eny particler 
avauntage for ther standyng. Yt hath plesid the kynges mageste 
to giff me leve to exchange londes and thynges with eytber of 
the house, wher with I am satisfycd, and right hertely tbanke bia 
highnes for the same. I besecbe you, my good lord, if yourlord- 
shipp shal thynke thys aute honest and resonable, to move this 
mater to the kynges mageste, and to sett it ernestly forward. Your 
lordshipp knowing bothe the bowses, as ye do, can alegge more 
better considerations then I can imagj'n or wryte. And thus I 
trohill you witit my sutes oft tymes, and can not recompens your 
often gentilnesses and paynes taken for me but with my pour 
harty good will, whereof your lordeshipp shall be sucr duryng my 
lyff. And besides that, if ye can or may opteyn this sute for the 
traunslation of these 2 bowses, your lordeshipp shal have for 
your favour tberin £200, besechyng you to travayle tberin and to 
L idvertise me, as sone as ye shal se tyme, of the towardnes or 
^Ontowardnes thcrof. And thus, as a bolde sutour, puttyng your 
i lordshipp in remembrauns of a) myn olde sutes, to use them 
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at your owen leysur, I beseche our Lord to aend your lordshipp 
aa good heltli, and as wel to fare as I wold myself. Wryten at 
Berechurch, the 8t!i day of September. 

Your assured, to all his power, 

Thomas AudelsYj k. chaunceloor. 

Post acripla. Forasmoche as this day I rj'de into Suffolk, to 
mete the duke of Norfolk at Framyugham, to kyll sura of his 
bukkes there, I thought good to advertise your lordeshipp therof. 
His grace desired to have had me to Kenynghale, to his howse 
there, but I besought hym to pardon me therof, it was so ferre 
from me ; and so, to satisfy his desire, I promysed to mete hym 
at Frarayngham, whiche ys but 24 miles from me ; besechyng 
your lordeshipp to advertise me, by your next letters, of the 
kynges magestes retourne to London, or nere there abowt, with 
such other occurrauntes, as your lordshipp maye. And thus fare 
your good lordshipp hertely well. 



The folloviog tetter relates to the abbcf of Whitbf, which hia been alreadf mon- 
tioned in the preeeat (olume. 



THS PRIOR OF OlSBURNE AND TRISTBAU TBBBB TO 0R0MWEI.I.. 
[From MS. ColUia. Cleop. E. iv, fol, 48.] 

Maye it please your good lordeshippe to be advertised, that ac- 
cordinge to the kinges majestie commaundcment we have byne 
at the monasterie of AVhitbye, to have taken thelection of a newe 
abbott there. Aftre moch comunication hadd with the bretheren 
of the same howsse, we movid them according to your lordesliip 
pleasiure to compromitte the election into our handes, and 
therupon we to have nominate hym that your lordeshipp com- 
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kaanded us in your Icttres. And yet they nott therwith con- 
intid, we moved them of newe to compromitt their saed election 
onto your lordeshipp, to thintcnt that your lurdcshipp might have, 
nominat, and elect any at your pleasure ; and utterly that also 
they have refused. And that forsotnych as your lordeshipp hath 
send duwne the coai/ie tfeslier and free election from the kinges 
majestie, they wuU not therfore go to any oodre election, but onlie 
per vittm Bcrutinii. And forsoniych as we can not induce them to 
compromitt their saed election neither to your lordeahip nor to 
us, we have continued the said election tyll we be certified of 
the kinges and your lordeshipp further pleasure herin. And, 
that doon, syr Robert Woodhowsse, prior claustrall of the s^d 
monosterie, with the eounsaci of his adherentes which perversiy 
resisted and withstode your lordeshippis pleasure and commaund- 
mentgwe beyng their present, did departe withowjt our knowledg, 
and is commyng towarde your lordeshipp to make (as we doo 
l^inke) sume sinistre and untrewe reporte and enforraacion, to 
■■home we humbly besech your lordeshipp geve no creadaunce, 
mto such tymc as we may (further oertihe your lordes1iip()e of 
ois and their demeanors in the premisses, which we shall doo with 
as mocho spede and diligence as we canne. And thus nllmygbty 
God pre8er\'e your lordeshipp in honor. At Whitbye, the viij'''. 
by of Octobre, anno Domini 1538. 

Your lordshipps most humble bedman, 

Robert Silvester, prior of Gysburne. 

Your lurdeships muste bounden oratour, 

Tristram Tesiib. 



iThti Rclt teller rclntea In Ihc gml nlibry ofSl, Albun'f. in HcrtfordBhIr*. tlii^ *bbot 
f Vbiob hoin« nlin wiu ohslinnte In rciiilinc the diiMilulion. The lul ihbot of St. 

m [ticliard Buraunii, alim StoTenB|o. 
' CAMD. HOC- 2 K 



THE COMMISSIONERS TO CROMWELL. 
[From MS. CoHon. Cleop, E. iv. fol. 43.] 
Please it your lordeship to be advertised, at our commytig to 
Sainct Albons on Thursedaye last we beganne a visitacion amonges 
the nioonkes, thabbot being than in Londone. And bicause we 
wolde the more fully knowe the hole state of alle thinges, taried 
the lenger in thexaminacion of theym. And upon Friedaye last 
we sent a monicion for the abbot to appere before us, who camme 
hether on Saturday bifore none, whome wc have likewise as fully 
examined upon alle thinges aa we might. And allthoughe as 
well by tlie evaminacion of the moonkes as by cunfeasioun of 
thabbot hymself ther doth appere confessed and fully proved 
juste cause of deprivacion ageinst thabbot, not only for breking of 
the kinges injunctiouns, but also for manifest dilapidacioun, making 
of shiftes, negligent administracion, and sundry other causes, yet, 
by what meanes we knowe not, in alle communications or morions 
made concernyng any surrendre he sheweth hymself so sdSe, 
that, as he saith, he woUe rather choyse to beggc his bredde alls 
the dayes of his lif than consent to any surrender. We have 
everich of us severally and also alle togethers communed with 
hym and used alle suche motions as we thought might moste 
further tliat purpose, but he contynueth allweys one man and 
waxeth hourely more obstinate and lease conformable. Whether 
he so doo upon trust and confidence of any frendeshipp, we knowe 
not. Tiie premisses we thought our bounden duetie to signifie 
unto your lordeshippe, moste humbly beseching the same that we 
maye by Mr. doctour Layton knowe the kinges highnes further 
pleasure by you, whether we shalle contynewe in this ])rocesse of 
deprivacion ageinst hym and so deprive liym according to thorder 
of justice without lenger delaye; which doone tlie house wilbe 
in suche debt that we thlnke no man wille take thofBce of abbot 
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here upon hym, except any doo it only for that purpose to sur- 
render the same to the kinges handes ; and by thies ineanes we 
thioke this thing mnye most easely and with leste speche be 
brought to the kinges highnes puqiose. Or els whether we 
shalle staye in owre processe at this tyme, and appoynte some 
longer daye to here the sentence of deprivacioun, leaving hym in 
the meane tyme in utter desperacion of any favour; which weye 
niaye also be occasion that he, whan it slialle appere unto hym 
that he shal be deprived, wille perchaunce sue to have his surrender 
taken, bicause he wolde be assured of some lyving. The premisses 
we referre to the kinges highnes pleaser, which knowen by your 
lurdeship, we shalle with al!e our possible diligence confourme 
ourselfes to acconipbshe the same, and in the meane tyme travaille 
with the moonks to knowe howe many of theym maye be in- 
duced to this purpose. Thus almighty God have your lonle- 
Khip in his blessed keping. From Sainct Mbons, the x^^ uf De- 



Youre lordscyps ever att commandement 

Thomas LEflti. 
Your Lordyshippes most bounden servant, 
WlI-LIAM Petke. 



« Dnnnn7 of Gricediea, at Bcltan in Laiceitonhlre, wu fonoded bj RoheiU da 
1, In the Mtb of Hen. III. Tlie Init prioreu wii Agae% Litherlaiicl. 



cxxv. 

JOHN BSAUUONT TO CROMWRLL. 

[Prom MS. CoUod. Cleop. B. iv. fol. 216*.] 

I My dutye luito your ryght honorable lordshype in mostc humble 
B rcmembrod, pleyscth hyt the same to be by tlica advertysed, 
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tfaatU have caused xx". to be ctelyvered unto my fFelowe Thomas 
Avery to the use of your good lordeshypc, humbly besechyng your 
lordshyppes fFavour and goodnes that as shall stand wyth the kynges 
plesure I may other purchase or have in fferm the demenez of 
Gracedewe abhey, whych-t nm in posscssyon of^and my ffelowe 
Whalley to -eet h er c , by your honorable lettres. ) Whych seyd 
abhey the erle of Huntyngdon* doth labour to^take ffrom me, 
wliych have no truste but of your lordshyppes goodnes, wythoate 
whych I am undoyn ; fFor I do ffeyre the seyd erle and hys sonnes 
do seke my lyffe, and all ffor the truthe sake, ffor I have secret 
wamyng by one off hys counsell to weyre a prevy cote, whych ys 
not suffycyent ffor me, hys powere beyng envjTon my poore 
liowse. Besechyng God that your lordeshyp wyll take in good 
parte my inornate colleccyon of the kynges supTemyty, wherin 
ys no thyng apte to be presented unto your lordshyp, but the 
apparaunce of a trewe herte, with wliych I shall contenewally 
pray and labour to send your lordshyp yourmoate noble hertes 
desyre. From Whellesborough, the xsvij'f' daye of Decembre. 
Your humble servaunt, 

John BEAMouNT.t 

* Tbis was George Hnitinge, first earl of Uuntiugdon of the funily which atill 
enjoys Iho title. 

t John Beaumont, Esq. of Thringston, county of Lriceater, wm appointed Jan. 30, 
1S34-5, to take tho ccclcsiastieal surtey of the county of Leiceiler. He waa appointed 
Recorder of Leicester in 1550, and in tbc same year, Dec. 3, was consljtated Muter 
ofthettulls. He resigned thai office in disgrace Mny 3H. 155S. He was grandfather 
of Praiicia Bciamont, the dramatic poet. (See Nichola'a History of Leicestershire, 
vol. iii. pp. (i.SS, 661*, 11^5,) His "fellow Whalley" shove mentioned was Uie 
receifer of Yorkshire. 
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CHAPTER III. 

FINAL SUPPRESSION OF THE MONASTIC HOUSES AND CONFIS- 
CATION OF THEIR PROPERTY. 



After the searching visitation of the commissioners sent round the country in 1538, 
only a few of the larger houses, chiefly the mitred abbeys, remained unsuppressed. 
Some of these latter had been voluntarily surrendered, or confiscated by the attainder 
of their abbots. From the Journals of the House of Lords, we find that in the par- 
liament of 1536, on the seventeenth of July, the following abbots were present (distin- 
guished by a p.) or voted by proxy. 



p. Abbas Westm. 

p. Abbas sancti Albani. 

Abbas sancti Augustini Cantor, 
p. Abbas Burgi sancti Edmundi. 

Abbas sancte Marie Ebor. 

Abbas Glaston. 
p. Abbas de Abyngdon. 

Abbas Glocestre. 

Abbas de Ramesey. 

Abbas de Evesham. 

Abbas Burgi sancti Petri, 
p. Abbas de Redyng. 
p. Abbas de Malmesbury. 
p. Abbas de Crowlande. 



p. Abbas de Selby. 

Abbas Bardeney. 
p. Abbas de Bello. 
p. Abbas de Thomey. 
p. Abbas de Wynchecombe. 
p. Abbas de Waltham. 
p. Abbas Cirencest. 
p. Prior de Coventre. 
p. Abbas de Tewkesbury. 

Abbas Salopie. 

Abbas de Hyde. 

Abbas sancti Benedict!. 

Abbas Colchestrie. 

Abbas Tavestok. 



In the parliament which was opened on the 28th of April, 1539, they were dimi- 
nished to the following list, showing those who were present or sent their proxies on 
that day. 



P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 



Abbas Westm. 
Abbas sancti Albani. 
Abbas Burgi sancti Edmundi. 
Abbas beate Marie Ebor. 
Abbas de Glaston. 



P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 



Abbas de Glocestrie. 
Abbas de Ranwey. 
Abbas de Evesham. 
Abbas Burgi sancti Petri. 
Abbas sancti Johannis Colceatrie. 




THE COMMISSIONERS TO CROMWELL. 

[FromBamet'aRerorm. vol. iii. p. 160, wboprinled it fromMSS.Timncr • bI Oxford.] 

A Letter of the visitors, sent to examiiie the Abbot of Glassenbury. 

^^^v Please hyt your lordship to be advertised, that wc came to 
^^^Bastenbury on Fryday last past, about tenn of the clock in the 
^^^Hrenoone : and for that the abliot was then at Sharpham. a place 
^^^■F hys, a myle and somewhat more fro thabbey, we, witliuut 
^^^Hpy delay, went unto the same place ; and there, after communica- 
^^^Bt>n declaring unto him thetfect of our coming, examined him 
^^^■pon certain articles. And for that his answer was not then to 
^^^Bbr purpose, we advised him to dall to his remembrance that which 
he had as then forgotten, and BO declare the truth, and then 
came with him the same day to the abbey ; and there of new pro- 
ceeded that night to search Iiis study for letters and books : and 
md in his study secretly laid, as well a written book of argu- 
mts against the divorce of his kinges majestic and the lady 
wager, which we take to be a great matters, as also divers par- 
dons, copies of bulls, and the counterfit lyfe of Thomas Bequet in 
print; but we could not tind any letter that was materiall. And 
so we proceeded again to his examination concerning the articles 
we received from your lordship, in the answers whereof, as we 
take it, shall appear his cankerd and traiterous heart and mind 
against the kinges majestie and his succession ; as by the same 
answers, syned with his hand, and sent to your lordship by this 
liearer, more plainly shall appear. And so, with as fiur words aa 

* It iFould baie bcea deiinble to bare euUatrd (hii letter with the origiDal : bul, 
allhoiigh thcTaUDcrMSS. b»e been a. «d(uI)' ia the BodlcUn Ubrary, tbff itjl) 
rvmiia UDcitalogaed. mil, oat of the Urge Dumber of volumet of lctt«n ia tlitt coUec* 
1, It li almott melm \o aearch [or > tingle ilocomeuL 
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we could, we have conveyed him from hence into the tower, bemg 
but a very weak man and sickly. And as yet we hare oeither 
discharged servant nor monk ; but dow the abbot bong gone, we 
will, with as much celerity as we may, proceed to the dispatching 
of them. We have in money 300/. and above ; but the certainty 
of plate and other HtnSe there as yet we know not, for we have 
not had opportunity for the same, hut shortly we intend (God 
willing) to proceed to the same ; whereof we shall ascertain yovr 
lordship »o shortly as we may. This is also to advertise your 
lurdshij), that we have found a fair cbaUce of gold, and divers 
other parcels of plate, which the abbot had hid secretly from all 
sucli commissioners as have bine there in times past ; and as yet 
he knoweth not that we have found the same ; whereby we think, 
that he thought to make his hand, by his untruth to his kinges 
majesty. It may please your lordship to advertise us of the 
kinges pleasure by this bearer, to whom we shall deliver the cos- 
tody and keeping of the house, with such stuff as we intend to 
leave there convenient to the kinges use. We assure your lord- 
ship it is the goodliest house of that sort that ever we have seen. 
We wold that your lordship did know it as we do ; then we doubt 
not but your lordship would judge it a house mete for the kinges 
majesty, and for no man else ; which is to our great comfort ; and 
we tnut verity that there shall never come any double hood within 
that house again. Also this is to advertise your lordship, that 
there is never a one doctor within that house ; but there be three 
batchclora of divinity, which be but meanly learned, as wo can 
perceive. And thus our Lord preserve your good lordship. 
From Ulastenbury, the 22 day of September. 
Yours to command, 

Richard PollaiiD|.| 
Thomas Movle. 

RiCHABD LaYTON. 

Tu till r^uUl liOQ(ir«li!r mill Ibcir 
•;ni;nlir giiud lonl, mjr torrl 
I'Tjfjt *ttJ, thy* Iw deliiircd. 




SUPPRESSION OF MONASTERIES. 



prov 
■ b oth 

^■^Wt n 



THE COMMISSIONERS TO CROMWELL. 
[FVom the SlaU Pipers, tol. i. p. G1<l.] 

il^easithe hytt your lordeshippc to be advertised, thnt sithen 
letters last djTectide unto yow from Glastoit., we have dayly 
de and trj-ede oute bothe money and plate hyde and 
muryde up in wallis, vauttis, and other secrette placis as well by 
thabbott aa other of the coveiitt, and also convaide to diverse 
placia in the countrye. And in case we shoulde here tarry this 
fortiiigthe, we do suppose daily to increase in plate and other 
goodis by false knaves convayde. And emonge other petty 
bryberies, we have founde the twoo thresorera of the churche, 
monkis, with the 2 clarkis of the vestry, temporall men, in so 
arraunte and manifeste robery, that we have comniyttide the 
same to the jayle. At our first entree into the threser house, 
and vestre also, we nether fownde jewellis, plate, nor ornamenttis 
sufficient to serve a pour parishe churche, wherof we colde not 
a litell marvill ; and therupon ymmediatly made so diligent 
enquirye and serche, that with vigilante labour we muche im- 
provide the same, and have rccoveride agayne into our handes 
bothe money, plate, and adornamenttis of the churche. How 
;he plate we knowe not, for we hade no leysure yet to wey 
; but we thinke hit of a greate valewe, and we increase 
more every day, and shall doo, as we suppois, for our tyme 
here beinge. We assure your lordeshippe that thabbott and the 
monkis fontaide hade ymbecelyde and stollyne as muchc plate 
and adornatuentps as wolde have sudicide to have begone a new 
abbay; what they mentte therby, we leve itt to your judgmentt. 
Whether tiie kyngis pleasur shidbe to execute his lawis upon tlie 
saide -I persones, and to mynistor them justice, according to their 

OAun. sor. 2 l 




desertes, or to extende his mercy towardes them, and iHatli 

majesties pleasur is, hitt may please yoor lofdeshipp to adrertue 
us thcrof. The house is greate, goodly, and so prynoely as «e 
have not sene the lyke ; vith 4 parkes adjoyoynge, the fiirther- 
moste of them but 4 myles distacnte from the hoose ; a gnte 
mere, whiclie ys 5 miles cumpas, being a myle and a half6 
distante from the house, well replenished with great« pykiSt 
bremes, percbe, and roche ; 4 faire manour placis, belonginge to 
the late abbott, the furtbermost but 3 myles dist&nte, beynge 
goodly mansions; and also one in Dorsettshire, 20 myles dis- 
tante from the late monastery. We have diapachyde the ser- 
Tauntea, with their balfe-yeres wa^s, gevinge humble thankis to 
the Idngis majestie for the same ; the monkes also, witbe the 
kingis benevolence and rewarde, and have assigned them pen- 
tyons. We fynde them very glade to departe, most humbly 
thankinge the k)-ngis majestie of his grete goodnes moste gra- 
ciously showjde unto them at this tyme, as well for his gr«cis 
rewarde as also for their penlyons. Cattell we intende to sell for 
redy money ; and to let owte the pastures and deraeynes now 
from Mighelmas forthe quarterly, untill the kingis pleasore 
therin be further knowyne, to thentente his grace shall lease no 
rente, for thabbott had muche pasture grounde in bis bande. 
Other newys we knowe none, but that almighty God have you in 
his tuytion. From GUston., this 28 day of September. 
Youres to command, 

RVCIIARD POLLABD. 
TUOHAS MOYLB. 

Ric. Layton. 

To lh« righl b< 

liogulcr good lorde, mf lorilc 
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CXXVIII. 

THE COMMISSIONERS TO CROMWELL. 
[From the State Papers, yoL i. p. 621.] 

Pleasyth hytt youre good lordshyp to be advertysed, that, 
sythens the dyrection of oure laste letters unto youre lordshypp, 
we have come to knowlege of dyvers and sundrye treasons com- 
mytted and done by the abbot of Glastonbury; the certentye 
wherof shall appeyre unto youre lordeshyppe in a boke herein in- 
closyd, and the accusers names put to the same, wych we thyngke 
to be verye haut and ranke treasons. And thus Jesu preserve 
youre good lordshypp. Frome Glastonbury, the second daye of 
Octobre. 

Yours to command, 

Rychard Pollard. 

Thomas Moyle. 

Ric. Layton. 

To the ryght honorable and 
theare syngnler good lord, 
my lord pryrje teale, thys 
be delirered. 



CXXIX. 

LORD RUSSELL TO CROMWELL. 

[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 99».] 

Right honourable and my verey good lorde, pleaseth youre lorde- 
shipp to be advertysed, that I have receyved youre lettres dated 
the xij^. daye of this prcascnt, and understond by the same youre 




farther ibew Bato fim at mj next i e |»jfe onto ibe coartc^ 
here I 60 Kode yow lordesbipp endoved tlie tnmes of 1 
tbat passed on Whnyng the aeid abbott, whkbe I ensure yoo, my 
lorde, is as worssbtpfull a jarye aa waa charged here tfaies many 
yeres. And there was nerer scene in thies partes so greate 
^iparaanee as were here at this |>resent tyme, and nevo' better 
wyDjn^ to aerre the kjng. Mr lorde, I ensure yuo there were 
many byDes pot npp ageynst the abbou by bn tenauntes mad 
other*, for wronges and injaryes that be faadd dorine tbeym. 
And 1 coramytt your good lonleshipp to the keapyng of tbe 
biased Trynyte. From Welles, the xvj. daye of Xorembre. 
Your owen to coinmaade, 

J. RrssBiX. 



BUPPBESSION OF UONAaTRRIES. 



RtCtlARD POLLARD TO CROMWELL. 
CFrom MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. fol. 133*.] 

Pleasyth it youre lordshyp to be aclvertyscd, that aynse my 
I laste letter sent unto youre lordsliyp bearyng date the xv, daye of 
' Novembre, the same xv. daye the late abbott of Glaatonberye 
went frome Wellys to Glastoiiberye, and there was drawyn 
tliorowe the towne apon a hurdyll to the hyll callyd the Torre, 
wheare he was putto esecucion ; att wyche tyme he askyd God 
mercye and the kyng for liys great offensys towardes hys hyghenes, 
and also desyred my servauntes then bej-ng there present to se the 
execucinn done, that they wold be roeane to my lord presydent 
and to me thatt we shold desyre the kynges hyghenes of hys 
raercyfull goodnes aud in the waye of chnrytye to forgj-ve hym his 
great offensys by hym commytted and done ageynste hys grace, 
and thereapon toke hys deathe very pacyently, and hyse hede and 
body bestowyd in lyke maner as I certyfyed youre lordshyp in my 
last letter. And lykewyse the other ij. monkys desyred lyke for- 
gyvenes, and toke there deathe verj'e pacyently, whose sowllys 
God pardon. And whereas I att my laat beyng wyth youre lord- 
shyp att Londone movyd youre lordshyp for my brother Paulett, 

I deayryng youre lordshyp to be a meane that he niyght have the 

I surveorshype of Glastonbery, wyche 1 dowt nott but he wyll uae 
and cxercyse the sayd offyce to the kynges nioyste profytt and 
advantage, and youre lordshyppes goodnes herein to hym to be 
showyd be ahall recompense to hys lytle powere, I assure your 

, lordshyp he balbc byn very dylygent, and dyvers other by hya 
meanya, to serve the kynge att thys tyme, accordyng to hys dewtye 
Lnd ryght. 80 was Nycholas f)'tz James, John Sydiiam, and 

fThomas Ilornar, youre servantcs. Also thys ys to advcrtyae 



2S2 



t.ETTEBS RELATING TO THE 



foDie lordsbfp that the late abbott of GUstonberye, afore his 
execadoD, vas examyned apoa dyrers articles and inteirt^toryes 
to hym m]my9tred by roe, bat be cowld accuse do man buE hym 
selfe of any offense ageynst the Icyn;^ hygtmes, Dor be WoU 
confease no more goold nor sylrer nor any other tbyng ntore then 
he dyd afore yoare lordshyp in the Towre. My lord Russdl 
takythe hys jorney this present dare from Wellys tovardes Lon- 
done. I suppose hytt wylbe iiere Crystmas before I shall have 
smreyd the landes att Glastonberye, and takyn the audyte there. 
Other newes I knowe none, as kiton^lhe God, who ever preserre 
yonre lordshj'pe. Frome Well)-5, the ivj. daye of Norembre, 
Your assuryd to command, 

Rtchaeid Pollard. 




Mu} prujeeti ippcu to baie beeo cUrtcd foi the pDrpoae of lomiDg the monaitie 
hoot* and tatrnta ta lome pnblie tuc. We have kcd Id the foregoing letten diffemt 
fnggeitioa* of thia kind, aome vUhing them to be applied lo pnrpotet of edncilioa, 
<ilben pn*iiig for their pretemtjoa for " Ibe keeping ap of hotpitalitir." The adTO- 
ea(o of the latter propnntioii did not nnderatuiil the great *ocial molnlioD which 
waa then uiRimeaeing. The king appearg to hare eoleitaiaeil a plan of ipplf- 
ing Ihcm to laoreaae the oamber of biibopricki. In MS. Cottoo. Cleop. E. if. foL 
183, we find B draught of a propoted ad of puliament to embod]', in ■ certain di^rw 
4)1 these parpotet. Kbicb wii drawn ap after the anpprcMioD of the leaaer monaateriea, 
■ndby which it wai proposed " to keep hofpitalitj al the place of the disVolTcd abbiea ; 
that no bishop ha>e sboTe tOfKI marks a rear; thai all moaka, caoooa. and nana be 
eloaelr confiDed ta their abbeya, and haie 40a. a year, beaidra Tictoali. and abboti.£5; 
that goTcrnaTa be appointeil lo each bonae, with a salary of a 1000 marks i jtai ta 
keep bospitaUl;, if the nirennea will •niwer ; and that the reet of the rerennc* be 
applied for the defence of the realm, meoding highwaja, Su." In the aame aoloBe 
we ba>e fragments of another project, drawn up apparenUj at the time of the dinoln- 
tion of Ihe greater monssteriea, and which certainly originated with the king. The 
cammenceaenl it written, and corrected, in tbe king't own band, and niiu ai foUowa 
(MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. it. fol. 105.) ■— 

•■ Furaamucbe u it is noU unknowns the alowghful and nn^ly Ijtt whjehe Ifi)- 
bene uaUl amonst all tfaoa aort wbycbe haie borne the name of rcligiui foike, and to 
the intenlc that heiufortbe meny off them nyght be tomyd to better use (as berafter 
•hall tolowj, werby Godea worde myghl the belter be aetl fonhe, cbyldrea bn^ ap 
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in lemjng, clercei nnryshyd in the uniTenitei, olde servantei decayd to have lyfyng^, 
mUmeahonsys for poar folke to be sustaynyd in, redera off Grece, Ebrew, and Latyne 
to hare good stypende, dayly almes to be mynystratei mendyng off hyght wayse, exhy- 
Uaiion for mynyatera off the chyrche, it ia thowght therfore unto the kyngea hyghtnea 
moat expedient and neoeasary that mo bysahopprycys, colegyall and cathedralle 
chyrchya, shnlbe eatablyshyd in sted of thea foraayd relygyna honays, within the fonda- 
aion weroff other tytyllea affore rehenyd shalbe atablysyd." 

Thia ia followed by a commencement of a preamble of a law written by another hand ; 
and it ia accompanied by the following plan for new bishopricks, &c. on a separate 
sheet of paper, written in the king'a hand, but apparently incomplete. 

CXXXI. 

PROJECT FOR NEW BISHOPS^ SEES. 
[From MS. Cotton. Cleop. £. iv. fol. 304*.] 

Byshopprychys to be new made. 



Essex 


. — Waltam. 


Hertforde . 


. — Saynt Albonys. 




"^ Dunstable 


Bedfordshyre and 


> Nowenham 


Buckyngham . 


*J Filnestowe. 


Oxford and 
Barkshyre 


> Osnay and Tame 


Northhamton and 


> Peterburrow. 


Hontyng. 


Mydelsex • 


. — Westm. 


Lecestre and 
Rowttland 


K Laycester. 


Glocester- 
shyre 


1 Saynt Peters. 




^ Fontayneand 


Lancaster . 


. > archdeconry 




J ofF Rychemond. 


Suffolke 


. — Bury. 



f04 VETTEMM mm.Ukn%Q TO 



StaSard and 
Saloppe . 

Not. and 
Camewall 



Wdbek 
Womp and 
TurgaMtotL, 



Bedmyniie 
with anodier. 



Platf^ to be alikeryd acordfmg to our detfm wckfcke hmce 



Ciyft chyrcfae in Cantorbmr. 

Saynt Swytjnn js. 

Elye. 

Dorfaame. 

Rochester with a part off Lydes. 

Worccater. 

and all others harjng the same. 

PUuyi to be aUeryd into coleges and scoiks womfy. 
Burton super Trent. 



The pnjeet of tew last mentioiiad ap pc ari to hare aharad the aaae fitfe aa the 
preeedtof; Iwt the king carried into cCect a part of hia plan of catabliAiiv 
Mihnpa' aeea. Three of thoae awntloiied is the liat were created within two 
after the diaaolation of the ho«ea on the nana of whsi^diej were eatabliahed. InlMl 
John Chaaben , laat abbot of Peterboroogfa, waa made first biahop of Peterboroi^ih. 
At the do§e of the year 1540, Tboaus Thirlby (who had no sncceaaor) waa appointed 
bishop of Wcshninatrr. In 1541 also, the fcbig appointed Robert Kyng, last abbot 
of OssBcy, bishop of Oxfordshire, making Oaenej abbey dinrch hia cathedral, bnt 
fSm am wis sooa afterwards moved to Christ Chnrch, Oxford.* The abbey of Oaeaey, 



«hiK«neCioa of the new bishopridLs by king Henry the Ei^tii, in 1549, 

into a cathedral drardi of Christ and the blessed 



fanndedui 1139 bf Robert de Oilj, atood within tbe luborbs of Oxford. ThiCiiter- 
ei*ii abbey of Tbkme, or Ttme, also in Oirordehire, wat founded in I I3T or 1 13B i ill 
Uil (bboC aifo signs himaelf Robert Kyng, ■□<! wia perbipa the game person u the 
lut abbot of Oifney. Henry VIII. ralabliibfd two olber aev biiboprics on moaaatic 
■itea, ihoM of Brutot and Gloucester ; tbe Gr>t bisbop of Glouceilcr, John Wakeman, 
bad been abbot of Teirkeibury. 

Many of Ibe tnopaitic estates were retained in the crown leveral yean, hat in the 
leqael they were nearly >ll sold to aecnlar proprieton, after the moteablei sod even 
the aiiterialt of the buildings had been disposed of for the use of tbe king. The fol- 
lowing docnments, which will help to show tbe maaDer in which tbe moTeBbles of the 
religions bonaea were sold, are selected from the papers of the Scudimores of Here- 
fordshire, DOW in tbe British Museam. The first contains a part of the accounts of 
John Scndamore, the kiog'i receiver for scleral CDUQties on the borders of Wales i it 
will help to throw a light on tbe domestic economy of the monks, and maybe compared 
witb the eorrey of the moTeabie property of the abbey of Peterborough printed in 
Gunton'a History. 

Of the houses to which it relates, Bordesley abbey, in Worcestershire, was founded 
.'by the empress Matilda in 1136. It wai surrendered on the ITtb Jdy,30 Hen.VItl. 
[ (a.d. 1538) : the last abbot was John Day. 

' Of the Grey Frian at StaSord very little is known : it stood in the north part of tha 
town. Tbe Austin priory of SI. Thomas at Stafford is said to hare been foonded about 
IISO by the bishop of Coventry and Lichfield i the last prior wai Robert Wythell. 

The Grey Frian of Lichfield is described by Lelsnd as being in the louth-west part 
of tbe town 1 but its history is also very obscure. 

The Cistercian abbey of Crokesden, or Croiden, in Staffordshire, was founded iboDt 
IITSby the Verdons ; iu Ust abbot wai Thomas Cbawner. 

Bouceler Abbey, also in Staflbrdahire, was founded by Richard Bacon for black 
monks alraul the year 1146. The last prior was William Grafton. 

Very little it known of the abbey of Hilton, or Holton, in Staffordshire i it was 
fonnded by Henry do Audeley, early in the thirtoetitb century, and its last abbot bore 
the name of John. 



Virgin, wherein were settled a dean, prebendarica, he. who were to be the chapter of 
the biibop of Oifordsbire, whose psUce was to be at Gloucester Hall : but thia eatt- 
bliahment continned not above three or four years, when, in IS46, (be oonieatual 
ehnrch of St. Prideswide, then called King Henry the Eighth's College, was mad* tbe 
Mtbadnl, mil called Chriit Church." (Moi 
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C XXXI I. 

ACCOUNTS OF JOHN SCUDAMORE. 

[From MS. AdiUt. in Mu«. Brit. No. 11,041, fol. 86.] 

Bordesley. — Sales tlier made the xsiij'!*. day of September, anno 
regni regis Henrici viij"'. xxx"**., at the survey 
ther. 

{Fyrstj sold to Raffe Sheldon esquyer, - 
and Mr, Markeham, the iron and 
glasse in the wyndowes of the nortli- 
syde of the cloyster . . - 

rltem, sold to Mr. Markeham the old ' 
sol. i broken tyle house at the reddyche 
{, and a lytle house by the same . . 
ritem, recevyd of Mr. Fowke Grevylle ~ 
esquyer, for a ffyne for the lytle 
house bySeynt Stephens chappell, 
with the close belongyng to the 
same* 

{Item, recevyd of the same Mr. Gre- 
vylle for a lytle table and the 
pavj-ng stone ther 
{Item, sold to Mr. Markeham the " 
pa'vyng tyle of the northsyde i 
the cloyster . 
{Item, a Ij-tle belle sold to Raphe \ 
Sheldon esquyer . . , J 

{Item, the pavement of the eat syde -j 
of the cloyster sold to a servaunt > 
of the busshoppes of Worceter , J 



■e-1 
he > 

the ^ 
: of [• 



■ xvij'. viij''. 



vj'. raj'. 



iij'. iiij'. 



* Th[s article i. criacd i. the original, u Ihongb the bargain bad not heU {ood. 
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{Item, the glaase of the est syde of "1 
the cloyster sold to Mr, Morgon . J 
{Item, sold to Thomas Norton a but- ~| 
teras of stone at the est ende of the > 
churche* . . . .J 



The Grey 
flfjyers of 
Staff. 

surrendryd 
Eechyn 

sol. 

sol. 



I The sale of goodes ther made the xxvij"' day of 
y September, anno xxx'"". Henrici viij"., as herafter 
J followyth 

{Fyrat, sold to the warden of the seyd "1 
fryers ij. brasse pottes . . J "'J " 

{Item, ij, brasse pottes sold to Edward 1 .... 
Scudamour . . - J 



("Item, sold to the towene of Stafford ij. 



soL 

flOl. 

«ol. 

sol. 
sol. 

; Butterie 
soL 



f 



church can delsty ekes 
tem, sold to the seyd Scudamour ij. 

coberds, a cobert, a spytt, and a 
tryvett .... 
Item, sold to the wardene vj. plattca . 
f iiij'' ij* 

J Item, a fryeng panne and a peyre of 
] pothangles sold to the seyd Scuda- 
L mour .... 

Item, ij pannes sold to 

{Item, sold to the baylyf of Staff, a pott-T 
hangles . . - , J 

Summa xxij*. ij<'. 
ritem, sold to Doryngton a "1 

Summa patet. 
Item, a cope of tawny damaske . 

* Thli uticic aimi ii enMti id llis originnl. 



|_ gret basen 
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riNG TO TilB 



{Item, B vestment and ij. tynaUes of 
old prcst velvet sold to Johan 
Savage baylyf 
{Item, sold to Thomas Williams ij. copes 
of redd tartarne 
{Item, a aute of blue sarcenet sold to 
Tboraaa Cradock . 
{Item, a sute of grene bnutcbyd syDc, 
sold to Mr. Offeley 
fltem, ij. tynakles of dunne sylk, sold 
\ to Pereson 

ritem, iij. auter clothes, sold to Robert 
\ Doryngton 

f Item, a cope of lynyn clothe steynyd 
1 sold to a fryer 

J Item, ij. table clothes, sold to John 
\ a Lee .... 

ritcm, ij. corperas casys, sold to the 
\ prior .... 

{Item, a corperas, sold to the wardens 
of the churche 
{Item, sold to William Beutrey a stre- 
mer of lynyn clothe 
{Item, a vestment of blue fustian and 
one of whyt diaper, sold to fryere 
Wood .... 

{Item, a sute of vestmentes of yolowe 
say, sold to Edward Rogers 
fitem, sold to John Webbe thetjrmber 
J worke in the hyegh quyer, and a 
1 . auter of alablaster in the body of 
[^ the churche 
ritem, sold to Rychard Lees all the 

\ Mt«S .... 



\ Tmj*. iiij*. 

} »■)'• 

} ... 
} iiij'- 
} «f • 

iiij". 

iiij*. 
} "ij*- 

},. 

} "j"- 

IX*. TJij*. 



■ 
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^^^H 


("Item, a table of allablaster standyng "1 
\ in the church, sold to Mr. Loveson J 


^^H 






^^^M 


r Item, in Seynt Fraunces chapelle all -j 


^^^^^M 


^^M sol. 


^ the seates sold to Robert Doryng- \ 
I ton . . . .J 


^^^^^^M 


^^H 


/Item, a image of Seynt Katerine, sold \ 
\ to Lee . . . J 


^^M 


^H 


/item, sold to Robert Doryngton, old "1 
L bokes and a cofer in the library . / 


^^^^H 


^^^1 


^H 


/ Item, sold a old peyre of portatyffea "1 
\ organs to Mr. Besum . . J 


^^^B 


^H 


'Item, an old cofer, in the vestry, T 
Bold to Jamys Clement . . / 


^^1 


H 


^H 


Item, old wexe, sold to Robert T 
Doryngton . , . j 


^H 


■ 


^H 


' Item, a lampe, sold to Robert Doryng- *^ 

".ton . . . . I 

" Item, old bokea in tlie vestry, sold to t 

_ the same Robert . . . / 


H 


^^1 


1 


^^1 


" Item, sold to Robert Whytgreve, a "1 

missale . . . . J 

-Item, ij. aulter candelstyckes and a "l 


^M 


^^B 


pykes of copper, sold to Mr. Swyn- > 
, nerton . . . . J 


^^^t 


^H 


Item, a bere franke, sold to 
Summa Iv*. viij". 


^^^H 


^^^B Bruehouse. — Item, sold to the under baylyff and 


^^^1 


^^^M 


to the late warden of the Fryers "] 


^H 


^^^H 


iij. leads, one to brue in, and ij. to i 


^H 




kele in, fates, iiij tubbes, a bultyng [ 


^m 


^^H 


hutche, and a knedjiig trowghe . J 


^1 


^^H 


/ Item, ij. peces of tymber lyeng in the "1 
. bruehouse, sold to Bagnoll . J 


,^^1 




inj. ^^^^m 


L 


Summa xv». 


^fl 



r 



LaTTCBS MMt^TtMO TO TRK 

[ten, a table on Ae notdi arde of 1 

the baD, Kild to Boben Dmn . J 

{Item, wU to tike bn^ bajh^ tbe 1 

table on tbe aowtbsyde of tbe baD J 

{Item, sold to Robert Wetwood, tbe "1 

table at the byegfae deake . J 



Iff. 



Bajldfi^ea. -* Item, k^ to Jamrs Losone e aqaj CT 
all tbe dittrche and qoyer, with all 
' tdyfyoiga and boyldyngea vitliin 
tbe prednct of the Fryers ^linoun 
sarrendrjd, with all the stone, trm- 
ber, trie, glasses and iron in the 
- laine, ledd and belles only eiceptjd, 
and also exceptyd and reseiryd the 
stone wall nest onto the towne of 
Stafford .... 

{Ttem, sold to the towneshyp, the wall 
of the Fryers next unto the towne 
Summa xxix". t*. 



j- iij'.iii 



iiq*. 



{R< br Joban 'I 
BcbAdhobt > ci*. 



Hum of all the goodes'j 
and bayldynge« ofVxxxuij*. 
the leyd ffryers sold J 



Item, ij. belles, one a saoncebelle, the other by estimation x^- 
in the custodye of Mr. Luson. 

Item, in ledd apon the quyer and a cbapelle by estimation xir. 
fotes broje of botlie sydes and xliij. fotes long, in the custody of 
baylyffea of Stafford. 

Tlie Austen "^ The sales of thegoodes ther made the xxrij"' day of 
Fryers of > September, anno xxx"". Regis Uenrici viij. 
Staff; ) 



— -^- ^^ 
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Church, sol/ ^^^''^« 
L hoke 



I to Mr. Wiytgreve, a inas9e'\ 



Item, a cope of blake cliamlet, sold . 

{Item, a veatmeut and ij. tjimklez of 
blake say with allws and amyses, 
etc. sold to Richard Ward 
r Item, a vestment and ij tynaklea of 
\ tawny sarcenett, sold to 

{Item, a vestment and ij. tynakles with- 
out albes of bawdekyn with images 
of our Indy, sold to Mr. Luson 
{Item, ij. tynakles with albes, bawde- 
kyn with bryddea, sold to 
Affley 

{Item, a syngle vestment with a albe 
and a blake orferuns, sold 
{Item, a vestment of redd fustyan with 
ij. albes 

{Item, ij. old copes, one of grene and 
another of old badkyn parke worke 
r Item, ij. copes grene and yolowe 



R. B. 

t. S. 
I.S. 
I. S. 
R. B. 
I.S. 



"'J- 
ij"- 

iiij*. 
iiij'. 
.\viij''. 
uj". iiij". 



partye colowryd and rewyd, sold to 
Mr. Luson 



Item, iiij. corperaa casys 

{Item, a pejTe of censours, sold to 
Thomas Browne . 
{Item, a vestment of white bustion, 
sold to the prior 
Item, ij. candelstyckes 
Item, a alter cloth 
Item, old hukes in the quycr 
Item, a pulpytt 
Item, ij. ladders 



IJ". Yllj". 
ij'- 



viij''. 
iiij". 
viij". 



viij". 
vj*". 



viij". 



J7« 



B.B, 

B.B. 

B.B. 

L8. 

LS. 

HaD. 
L8. 



{Ito^ a table of aiaUMlcr 
idd to Mr. Staafard 
ItOB, tbe hft^ aktTf maid to Mr, 



ItOBjtke bordes of die altar of tbe 
notdie sjde of die dnocb . 

beat, q. gam stones of ahbfast[ier^ 
sold to Wobydi , 

Item, tbe arpoM, sold to Mr. O&ief 

{Iteao, a table in die old ball wiA 9. 
Ileal J! lies . . . . 



} 

:} 

} 



{Item, a taUe in die inner kail, witli 
iy trestjiles and ii}. formes, sold to 
Robert DcMyngton 

Broehouse- /I*«nt * bnkjn^ tiUe, aold to Maiga- 
K^B. I lettWhyt^ 

/Item, a fiiames of ledd, sold to Mr. 
^ ofamfoni • • • 

R. B* Item, iij. pannes of brasse 

{Item, iij. platten, a djsshe, and a 
Item, 

Smnma bodx** 



zij*. 
9*- 



Buyldyngs.— 



ItaD,soId to JamysLeiisonesqiiyre, 
Thomas Ficto, and Richard Warde, 
aU the tjie, sh jngle, tymber, stone, 
g^asse and iron, one maiUe grave 
stone, the pavementes of thechnrdi, 
onyer, and chapeUes, wiArode lofte, 
die pyctores of Cryst, Mary, and 
Johan, beyng in die chnrdi and 



ij». Tiij*. 
xg-. 



Sam of ill the gooie 
edjfyengi rorMjd ii 
Aoiten FlyTei lold. 



SUPPBEaBtON OP MONAeTBRtBS, 

chauncell of the Austen Fryers, be- 
sydes the towne of Staffori], sur- 
rendryd with all other superfluos 
edyfyes and buyldynges within 
the precynct of the seyd Fryers, to 
be takjTi downe,defacyd, andcaryed 
away by the seyd Loveson, Picto, 
and Ward, at there owne proper 
costes and charges, and to pay for 
all the premysses to the kyng and 
hys heyres, successors and assignes 
Nat. MDCti Johannii proi. equal- a. 

Sept. tana uu» regis Uearici mj. reoi. ci 

Scuduuour, ar. rcc. paitic. 

Rec. per J. S. cxviij- 
vj*. iiij".^ Super, pro edific. 



I xxviij". viij'. 
iiij". 



pro qlu qnidflm 
■omDiB Jscobm 

WoWerhimp. 
ton. ar. oblU 
g»t. inter «!- 
sd loWend. ul 
fat. Pur. 
beam Mine 
virginis et 
pklet obligat. dat. 



e > XXXlj". VJ'. lUj".? 



Item, there remaynyth 

of Robert Burgoyne, audytour, one 
playne crosse of copjier, witli a 
lytle image of Cryst sylver apon 
hyt, worth by estimation , . 

Item, remaynyth in the custodye of 
Johan Scudamore esquycr, parti- 
culer receivor.etc, one lytle woodden 
crosse ptatyd over verry thyn with 
sylver, worth by estimation . 

Item, ther remaynyth in the stepic 
one belle, by eatiniatiun x'^'*, in tlie 
cUBtodye of Thomas Picto, worth 
by estimation 

Item, one lytle beUe in the steple, 
weyng by estimation di."-"^, worth 
by estimation 



xs\'i''. viij'. iiij''. 
the custodye 



■ OAHD. 80C. 



SRS RELATING TO THE 

Robert Rjre, 
William Colman, 
Marke Wyrley, 
Thomas Fanne, 

Grey Fryers YThe sales ther made the iiij"" day of October, 
of Lychefyld. y anno xsx" regis Henrici viij". 

ffiyrat sold to Mt. Streteallthecopes, "1 .^ 
\ vestments, and tynakles in gros for j 

ritem 



sol. 
sol. 



sol. 
sol. 
sol. 



m, sold to the seyd M^ Strete ij. \ 
^ candelstyckes of latten . . J 

f Item, the pavyng tyle in both the \ 
\ cloysters sold to M'. Strete . . J 
{ Item, sold to Thomas Bardell, ij. can- 
( deist yk< 

t Item, sold to sir Thomas Dobsone, 
[ presse, a bedstede, and a dore 
r Item, the tymber, tyle, and atone 
■ the old hostery and the ffermery, 
L sold to Rychard Rawson 
I- Item, the tyle and tymber of the 
' lytle cloyster, sold to Johan ap 

L Gta 

i Item, ij.worteleddesinthebruehouse, \ 

) sold to Johan Sandelond . . j 

Item, sold to Mr. Aston, a wynd 

( Item, sold to Thomas Fanne, the \ 

I bryck vail at the churche ende . J 

i Item, sold to the master of the lie, a 1 

I fate in the hmehouse . . J 

Item, sold to Chapman, a fate 

- Item, sold to Johan Genyngcs, the "1 

I tymber, tyle, and stone of the L 

I stable buttyng upon the churche j 
*- ende .... 



viij". 



} 

■:} 

} 



xij"). 
iiij". 



^ 
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' 


'Item, sold to John Mylward, the 


1 






tymher, tyle, and atone of the iij. 


} 


%\: 


sol. 


houses joynyiig together in the 




court callyd the Tenys Court 




>ol. 


' Item, sold to Uychard Ballard, the 

lytle house over the ovyn . 
C Item, sold to M"". Ryce, roastres 


} 

1 


iij'. iiiiJ. 


>ol. 


J Warden, mastre§ Stonye, vij. leddea 
(_ for wort .... 
j- Item, the tymher, tyle, and stone of 


I 
1 


xviij'. 


sol. 


/ the kechyn and the bruehouse, sold 
1 to Edward Spratte 


} 


Iiij». iiij''. 


L 


f Item, soldto Johan Laughton, a cofere 
\ and a hutche in the buttery 


} 


iij'. 








' Item, the ceateme of ledd, and the 


■ 




I SOI 


stone that hyt atandyth in, in the 
^ kechyn, sold to John Genynges . 
' Item, the glasse that ys lewse in the 


1 


xiij». iiijil. 


■ -°-' 


. ' newe loggyng, sold to William Col- 
^ man . . . . 


; 


iij"- 


■ .. 


r Item, a lampe, sold to Edmund Bar- 
J deU . . . . 


} 


Tiij-. 


■ 


r Item, the presse in the vestrye, sold 
\ to the warden of the gyld . 


} 


ivj". 


^1 


^B 


Item, ij hutches, sold to Mr. Warden 




viij". 


1 "- 


C Item, a iiyers masse bokej solde to 
\ MarkeWyrley . 
■ Item, the stone wall betwene the old 


} 


iiij.". 


■ -°^ 


' ostery and the ffrater, sold to Johan 
; Sadeler . . . . 




■V. 


■ so,. 


C Item, the pavement of the quyere, 
\ sold to M'. Stretes 


} 


xiij'. iiij''. 


h 


r Item, the frj-ers setea in the quyere, 
"t sold to Johan Laughton . 


} 
1 


vj.. yiij-. 



LETTERS RELATING TO THE 

r Item, the cundyt of ledd in the cloys- 
ter, sold to the in&st«r of the gyld 
and his brethem . 

f Item, a halywaterstocke, sold to Joban 

\ Howlat .... 

( Item, all the kechyn stuff, sold to 
M'. warden of the gyld 

r Item, ij. standert candelstyckes, sold 

I to the seyd M'. warden 

f Item, the lytle cundyt standyng at 
tlie reveatrye dore, sold to George 
Stoii}'ng .... 

r Item, the ceateme of ledd standyng 
in the porche at the Tenys Court 
ende, sold to M"". Lytleton 

f Item, a lytle porche standyng by the 
dwellyng house, sold to M^. Lytyl- 
ton 

Item, the flrayter and the chambers 
stretchyng to the kecbyn, with all 
the quadrant of the inner cloyster 
joynyng to the church and steple, 
and the church and quyer, and tho 
long newe house of the est syde of 
the same cloyster, except and re- 
servyd ledd, belles, pavement, and 
gravestones within all the seyd 
buyldynges, save only the pavement 
of the seyd churche, whyche ys 
parcell of the seyd bargayne, sold to 
Johan Westone of Lichfeld, Johan 
Archer, Richard Cotes gent., Hugh 
Bowde, Harry Hopwood draper, 
Michaell Hylle, Johan Genynges 



1. «•• 
I- 

? xx». 



.xiij". xiij». 
iiij". 

Inde Ml. J. S. 
H)"- Si'. Efl*. 
El rem -ng". I*, 
pro qiuqiudam 
nunma Jobait- 
neiWeiEoii, Jo- 
lisnDca Anelier, 
Ricardm Cole^ 
t Hugo Baoda, 
obllgnt. id Ml. 
ad icBt. Mnel! 
Michwlil ircb* 
BogEli |iroi. nt 
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and Jo)ian Mylward, and hath day 
to deface the steple, cloyster, and 
quyer forth, wylh the churche, onles 
they obtfiyne lycens otherwyse of 
the kyng and hys councell, athys- 
Hyde the feast of the Purification of 
our Lady next commyng, and for 
all the residewe of the buyldyngea 
iij. yeres day to pull downe and 
carye awey, and to have egresse 
and regresse for the same . . . 

Crokesden. — ^The salez ther made the tcv"' day of October, anno 
xxx" regis Henrici viij''. as herafter foUowyth : 
f Item, a lylle gatehouse on the north- "\ 
aol. -s syde of the comyn wey, sold to > xiij*. iiij''. 



fltem, sold to M'. Basset, the loft "1 

\ under the organs . . . j 

{Item, sold to M'. Basaett, the lytle 1 

amythes forge . . . j 

Item, the bott of an aasbe sold 

r Item, the ro£Fe of the churche, sold to •\ 

sir Tliomas Gylbert and Edmund ^ 

[_ Wetheryns of Chekeley parysshe . J 

■jj, ritem, the roffe of the dorter, sold to "1 

\ M'. Bassett . . . f 

Fltem, sold to Johan Feme, all the old T 

' \ tynibcr in the cloyster . . j 

Summa, ix'i. iic'. viij''. oneratur. 
Bouoeter. — TJie sales there made, the Jtvj'" day of October, anno 
zxx". regis Hemici viij. 
r It«m, the glasse and iron in the vryn- 

BoL < dowes of ficynt Michaelles chapell, ^ iij* iilj''. 
sold to Johan Furmun 



soL 
sol. 
soL 



r. xxxiij*. 
iiij''. 



iiij*. viij'*. 



xxxiij*. iiij*. 
vj". viij''. 



"'I 



2/8 LETTERS RELATING TO THE 

fltem, the tymber of the aeyd chnpell, T 
\ sold to William Loghtonhouse .J J ■ "J 

{Item, the shyngle of the same chapell» 1 ...^ 
sold to WilUam BagnaU . . j ™J " 

Summa, xj'. vj<>. oneratur. 

Hylton. — The salez ther made, the xxj"" day of October, anno 

xxs<* regis Henrici viij". 

Item, sold to Stephen Bagott, gent, ■^ xix^. xvj*, 

thre belles, a grett , for the i"^* ■"'■ J- 8. 

oneratur iiij" Hommc of nyneteoe poundes syx- irem. it", i»j'. 

tene shyUynge,, Jter the rate of J^^J^p'rSS 

xviij". the hundredd J Siephunu ob- 

lig. (olTend, ad featum siDCIi Michulu archingeli 
prox. ut patet oblig. gerent. dat. uj" die Oclobr. 
uino iiV regU Henrici ri<j. cam JolianDe Scadi- 



Tbe priory of WenlocV wm founded u b nunnery u early u the Mventh century ; 
bat wu refonniJed b« ■ coaient of Claniac monks, uid made depeadant on tbe house 
of Id Cbarit« lur Loire, by Soger de Montgomery, in 1080. It ia atill remarkable 
for iu interesting tuini. Tbe Uit prior wii John Bayly (or Baylu), alia$ Cmasge. 



SIR RICUARD RICHE TO JOHN 8CUDAM0RE, 
[Frum MS. AdJit. No. 11,041, fol. 18.] 

Mr. Sckidmore, this shalbe after my right hertie commenda- 
cions to requyre you to assingne and apoynct unto my ffrende 
James Lewson, the five bellls remaynyng at the late monasterie 
of Wenlocke, he givyng unto you unto the kinges highenes use 
lyke waight of belle mettetl for the same, or ells for the perform- 
ance tberof he to pay after xx*. the hundreth wught tlierof. 
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praying you to accomplyshe the same accordinglie as I trust you. 
And this shalbe your discharge in that behalff. From Londonj 
this xxiiij'" of Aprill, anno xxxij''" H.viiij*^. 

Your lovyng ffrende, 



To HIT ngbt loiing ffrende Mr. Skidmorei 
receiTonr geoerall unto the Itinges msjeitie of 
■he diiiolvid poieeuiona in the counlie of 



Rych 



I Ryohe. 



The two next letten relate to BordeilcT abbey ; the second giiea « 
tritioDi of tbe procen of ult-maliuig it tbil time. 



SIK BIOaABD BICHE TO JOHN BCUDAUORE. 
[From MS. Add. No. 11,041, fol. 9G.] 
Forumoche aa I am creadlblle advertised that the late monas- 
tery of Bordesley is defacid and pluckid downe, and the substance 
therof solde to dyverse persons without proffitt or lucre paide or 
aunswend to the kinges majestcs use for the same, thiese shalbe 
to requyre you, in the kinges hyghenea behalS', as convenyent 
oportunytie may serve you, as welle to enquyre of theym that so 
Iiath defacid the said bowse, and of their auctoritie in tliat be- 
halff, as also of those persons that have bought or have badd 
given any of the same, and what somes have ben paide therfor, 
and to whose use, not omytting to charge all and every of the 
said persons wbiche heryn shalbe touched to npere personally at 
this nest tcrme following before me at London, as they will aun- 
Bwer at their perills, there to make aunswere to suche roattier as 
sbalbe by me objectid agenst theym ; eftaonea praying yow for 
my sake to graunte unto sir George Throgmerton, knight, the 
preferment of all sucbe stone, glaase, and iron as is at the said 
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late monastery lefte to be sold, he giving therfor as any other 
will, not faylyng hcrof as I may doo you pleasure. Thus fare ye 
well. From London, the last of Julie. 

Your lovyng flFrende, 

Kychard Ryceib. 
To my laving Srendei, Mr. Sckidmare 
and Mr. Borgoja, the kingea higbeaei 
offjcen of the ditsolvid posmenoni in 
the couDtie of Worcestre, aod to ei«rj 
of Xitejm. 



ULL TO SOnDAMORE AND BURGOYN. 



[From MS. Addit. No. 11,041, fol. 4S.J 



Right worshypple masters, ray dewty rememberyd, I have me 
commendyd unto yow, sertyfying yow that your servanttes hathe 
demawndyd of me serten salte that the abbye of Bordysley bade 
yerly, for the whiche sawlte that was laste made I have payd to 
Mr. Thomas Evans, liij». iiij''. Consytheryng the chargys therto 
belongyng, 1 thynke byt be all payd, soo ther ya no more dewe 
to be payd as yet ; for Bordysley salte ys wont to be made alweys 
betwene Estur and Pentycoste. Also I have recevyd your rente- 
rowle, and getberyd up the rent, and fownde more then ys there, 
as hytt aperythe by a rent-rowle that your clarke made owte of 
myne, as knowythe God, who ever kepe yow, 

From Droytewyche, the iij""* day of Decembre. 

By yours, Rooeb Bbdull. 

The chargys that belongythe to the salte makyng. 
Item, for the salte makyng . . . x*. 

Item, for the cuttyng of the wod . . • ij*- 
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Item, for the beryng of the bryiie ■ . xvj''. 

Item, for the drawyng of the bryiie ■ ■ V. 

Item, for the reparacyon of the fates . . xvj''. 

Also, for the getheryng of the rent and the 

makyng of the aalte, my (Fee is yerly a lyverye 
cote and ..... vj-. viij-i. 
To the ryght vorahypple Mr. 
Scaddiunoce aud Mr. Burgocoye 
Ihjrt be detjrered with aped, dd. 



The placH mentioned in the following letter >re nil in Shropshire, Caynhun ia a 
village in the neiglibourhood of Ludlow, which w«i « minor of llie ahbej of Wigmore. 
There wai a boiue ut Austin frion at Woodhoase near Cleobury ; it «U one of the 
carlieal ealibtiahmentB of tiiia oriler in England, saiJ to ha«e been fannded not long 
after 1 950 bj a member of tbe family of the TurbertiUea. At Uridgnorth tliere wai > 
conrent of grejr Wari, founded by JoIid Talbot ear! of Shrewiburj in the time of 
llenrjr VI, Wigmore abbej, fonnded by the Mortlmera in the twelflh CBnturjr, kb« 
OM of tbe tnoit important religiooi honsea oa the harden of Wnlei. 



BOBKRT DUROOYN TO JOHN 8CDDAMOBE. 
[Prom MS. Addit. No. 11,041 , fol. 31.] 
Right worshippfull sir, after most hartie recommendations, 
with lyke thankes for your gentiU lettres, and ffor your sedulious 
paynes and labours taken aboute the survey otT Cayneham, and 
certen flVyre houses, off the wliiche I have receyved parte off 
the Bur>'eys, and wher you entend to aur^'ey the ffrire himsea 
in Hcrefford, and ferther that you will send Mr. William Scuda- 
more, your sone, and my clarke, to surveye the ffryera at Wod- 
house and Bridgenorth, 1 thynk my selff muche bounde unto 
you that yt will please you off your goodnesac so to fforder me 
in my greate and intoUerable busynease ; but, sir, because 1 
cannott convenyently, nor before thys tyme I have not used, to 
certcfie but by hoole ahires, yt myglit therfore please you to 

CAHD. BOC. J o 



2fi2 LETTRItS I!Er,ATI\0 TO THE 

appoynt your seid sone, together with my servaunte Palmer, 
survey ffiiUy alle ffrire houses witliiji your and my circuit*, and 
they to do no more but onlye to survey the houses and landes, 
and make estate off the scytuacion off the houses, and to prayes 
all and every house witliin the precyncte of eny suche house, 
and to note which off them be moste meteate for a tenaunte, and 
to make no manner off sale, but suffre suche as he nowe in pos- 
session of every suche house to occupie the same quousque, etc., 
and to charge them with the sauffe kepyng theroff, and to mesure 
the ledes and take the contentes, etc. and to mesure the belles, 
and to certefie the c""" by estimacion, and ferther to take 
a note off all the ffrires names, off the order, religion, and dioces, 
and off whose ffuundacion, etc. And as you write unto me, we 
maye sell no housyng unto suche tyme we have furste certefied, 
save only the churches, cloysters, and dorters. Howbeyt, Mr. 
Giffard and I have sold in some ffrire houses all the buyldynges, 
the cause was for that they werre so spoyled and tome by 
suche as sold the goodes, that in manner they werre downe, 
and yff they shuld nott have hen sold, the kyng shuld have hadd 
nothyng theroff. Ferder, sir, they muste surveye the wodes 
helongyng to the seid ffryre houses, etc. Besides this, Mr. Brade- 
shawe, who hath the demeans off Wigmore, hath wrytten unto 
me to requyre you to be so good to survey the demeans theroff, 
and such thynges as he shuld have in tTernie, and my servaunte 
Palmer shall wayte apon you. I beseche you do so muche fur 
hym, for my good lord precedentes sake;* and what you do 
therjTi I am right well contented therwith, etc. Sir, I have sente 
you by your servaunte a huk ; such as he ys, I pray you lake yt 
in good parte. And ther had ben eny better that I could have 
gotten, you shuld have hadd yt. Good Mr. Giffard kyllcd yt for 
you yest«rdaye, and I begged yt ; 1 wold yt werre a stage. I 
pray you have me hartely recommended to my good mistres your 

* The lord pmiileiit oF (he Mirchcs nud Principnlitj of Wolu, which oOce «w at 
tUii time held hj biibDji LiCi. 
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wyffe, and to Mr. Monyngton and Mr. Danaey, your sones in 
Uwe, with tlier good wyfl'es. And thus I am always holdr off 
you, as off one whome 1 wold shuld commaunde me. From Tliel- 
lesferd, tlie vj'" daye off Julii, 

The kynges majestic will take his journey this yere into Sussex, 
and 80 be the coate, and to Wodstoke and Grafton, and so re- 
tume. 

Your owue, to the uttermoste off his little power, 

ROBBRT BUROOYN. 
To iLc right vonhippffall Job* a 
ScadcBmorc anajer, one ulT 
the kjmgci ncejioiuef, gevc 
tmM. 



miLIP tlODY TO JOHN SCUDAUOBB. 
[From MS. AddiL No. 11,041, fol. 57.] 

After my right hartty commendacions hadd, whereat my last 
communycacion hadd with yow I desyred vow tliat I myght have 
hadd some partt off the stone that sliuld be sulde at Evisham ffor 
my money, the princj'pall and best whereoff, as I am informed, 
ys sold, yetl fforasmoche as my necessyte which shall shorttely 
happen in buyldyng wyll requyre a grett partt off that stone that 
ys unsold tliere, this shalbc, therefore, right harttely to desyre 
and praye yow that yc wyll sell mc resydcw that there reniaynyth, 
and I wyll poyc thcrefforc yevcn as ye shall tbynkc reasonable. 
And iff ye shuld nott shew uie this pleasure, I were lyke in tyme 
of my necessyte to Iro very destitute. .\iid as coiiscmyng the 
^Ipoyle or waste that yc wmte to me off that hatli be done there, 
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I assore fow both I and myne be gyltles thereoff, besydes that 
hit did cost me monejr to persons ffor a long tyme nyghtly to 
weche and to take bede lest any thyng sliuld to be myaordered 
there. I trust alsoo that att your there beyng and others the 
'*>'"g*' highnes commyssyonersj ye remember that there was no 
lytell spoyle made, and I promyse yow sythens then your depar- 
ture therehence there hath byn nothyng mynyshed to my know- 
lege ; and iff it bee, I wold the offenders were ponysshed to the 
example of other. Thus I wyll leve to wrytt unto yow any more 
at this tyme, trustyng that we shall mete shorttely and talke 
thereoff more largely, commyttyng yow to Goddes tuycion, who 
preserve yow with as good health as I wold to my setff, desyryng 
to use me as ye know ffor your assuryd to my power. Wrytten at 
the courtt, the last off October : 

Your lovyng ffrend, 

Phklyp Hqby. 
Tn Ibe right wonbipfull 
■nJ mj oapecjalJ f OOd 
(trend, muter Johui 
SoudoTnore eiqujcr, 
til IB be deljrvereil. 



The priorf of Worceater, nttiched to the cathedral, wag rounded in 971. Bearr 
llolb<^cb i> Mid in the Moniiaticoa la have been tbe last prior, More hsving been hii 
prEdccciMur. Tlic munor of Batcnhall niu one of the {loueuioag of the priory. 

cxxxviii. 
bobbut buboovn to joun scudauobe. 

[From MS. Ad.Ht. No. 1 1 ,041 , lol. 37.] 

Right worshippffull, I commend me unto you and to good 
mistres Scudamore, etc. Sir, thies shall be to advertise you tiiat 
I have Buld as much off the stuffe off the late priorie off Worcester 



RKs. 
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as remayned in the custodye off the deane there, by inventorie, as 
is appoynted by Mr. cliauncelloures note made in the aeid inventorie 
to be sold, and liave receyved money for all the same, sayyng 
xiij'. ij**., for such parcelles as your servaunte Baston hath taken 
for you, which be such as he wold chuse ; he hath a bill olF the 
parcells therofi". The council bord in the greate chamber was 
bought and taken upp or he cam to Worcester ; you have another 
in manner as good as that. Sir, there be dyvers parcelles oflf 
stulfe remaynyng at Battenhall, which Mr. Borne hath in fferme, 
which be praysed at Iviij', x"., and olde Borne hath desiered daye 
tyll candelmasse to knowe whether his sonne will have them or 
no. He is bounde to paye ffor them then, or elks to bryng a dis- 
charge. There be dyvers other parcelles which Mr. More quondam 
prior off Worcester hath in his custodye, wheroff you shall re- 
ceyve a bill off parcelles with ther prjses by your servaunte berer 
hereoff. He is at no poj-nt with me for them ; his chapleyn was 
with me, and have promised to give me an aunswere off the thyngea 
this daye at Glessam ; he claymyth them by his pattent ; neverthe- 
lesse I shewed his chnplejii that one off his beste beds with one 
off the lyke coverlettes werre sold, and I mente them for you. I 
entend to cause hj-ra to come to you to take an order for the 
same. Ferder I have receyved to the kj-ngs use cxliiij. oz. off 
plate, which I do carry with me ; and where ben reserved to the 
kynges use x. copes off grene velvett, a coope off nedle worke 
wrought with gold, and a coope priest dean and subdean off rede 
velvett cmbrodered, which I assure you be but corse and base 
thynges, the seid deane hath requyred me to have the delyvery 
off them to Mr. chauncellour hj-m selff, consyderyng that wherthey 
lake omamentes to ffurnysshe the churche, and the thynges off 
them selff but course, he trustyth to obteyne them nt Mr. chaun- 
cclloures hand agen to the use off the churche. 1 liave a remem- 
brannce off his hand for them, that he hath the custodye off them 
to the kynges use ; and he standeth bounden other to delyver thera 
to the seid Mr. chauncellour betwene this and the purification off 
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our lad ye next commyng, or elles to bryrg a discharge forthem from 
the seid Mr. chauncellour by that daye ; and to all such parcelles 
as ben appoynted in the seid inventorie to the church, to the 
deane, and to the bodye off the house, the deane standyth charged 
with thes parcelles styll by the seid inventorie delivered hym at 
the surrender off the seid late priorie, unto such tyme as the ffuU 
establyshement off the coUef^e shall be forth, and commissioners 
appoynted to sett the same in an order, etc. And nowe, sir, to 
Lorrymers dowghteris mattier ; Mr. Packingtons opynion is that 
she shall nott clayme jti by her graundefather, to whom she is off 
hole bludd, because off the ffeoffement ; and she can nott be heyre 
to her syster Mergerie, because off the halff blodd ; and seyth 
fferder that in his opynyon yff ther be none off the hole btodd to 
inherrytt that, then yt shall exchete to the lord and not goo to 
eiiy off the halff blodd. Mr. Packyngton and his wyffe have them 
hartely recommended unto you, and wold verry ffayne have senc 
you in ther house. Mistres Packyngton ys hungry, but she can not 
be fede: she hadd provyded a. ffatt swane for you. And thus I 
committ you to God, as my selff. My lord suffragan hath hym 
hartely commended unto you. Written in haste, this preaente 
Wendesdaye, at my departyng ffrom Worcester. 
Your ouite assuered, 

ROBEBT BuaooTN. 
To the right worshippffall 
Jolisn Scudcamore csqiiyer, 
one off the byagei reoejrvonrs 
off hia coorle off aogmentBtioQa 
be thiea ddjnercd. 



The following letter siso relates ta the priory of Wor. 
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nODERT BUROOYN'E TO JOHN SCl'DAUORE. 

[Proni MS. Addit. No. 11,041, fat. 35.] 

Kght worahippffull, I commend me hartely unto you, and I 
pray you that I may be the same to my good mistres your wyffe, 
aaaertenynge you that I have perused the copie off the councelles 
lettres which you sente unto me, wheruppon I have sente you an 
abstracte off such arrerages as liare growne in the laste audite for 
such rentes and ffermcs as werre dewe betwene Michaelmas anno 
xxxij^ H. viij''. and Michaelmas anno xxxiij"" ejuadem regit, 
that ys to nytt such as I thynk to be good and trewe dehtes, 
requyryng you accordyng unto your lettres to use some diligence 
in thaccomplisshyng off the councelles lettres theryn, as yt shall 
beste seme your wysdome. And as to the kynges lede lyeng in 
the kynges castell at Worcester, yff the waltes theroff be close, 
then 1 thynk the same well enough, and yfl' not, I thynk jt 
myght be layed verrey well into the great belfrey within the newe 
college in Worcester, where 1 suppose yt might lye verrey sauffe. 
I thank you right hartely for my ij. baked salmons, which werre 
verrey well carried and well baked, and lykewyse seasoned, and 
came to me in verrey good tyme. And, sir, as for the table at 
Worcester, which I thought to have hadd home to me, I am right 
well contented that my mistres your wyffe shall have the same ; 
neverthelesse 1 thynk I shall not bye soche anotliere for money ; 
at my commyng to London 1 shall so ; neverthelesse, I wold yt 
werre so good as I cowlde fynd in my hartc yt werre for her. I 
muate pray you to take no displeasur with your servaunte for his 
long tarrj'eng ; his horse dyed at Dunstable, and I tarryed liym 
tyll Muiidnye after the xij"". daye fur the makyng oiF the seid 
nbstracte off arrerages, etc. You muste send to Mr. Brougham 
my lettre horwitb scute, when you send for the seid tabic; 
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WILLIAM CHOBLTOir TO JOHK ftCCDAMOKB. 



rrraaiMS. i 



lKw. ll^l.lbLil.] 



Jhem. 

Bigbt woantbipfnU Mr. Scodamor, in my bardest idukt I com- 

mend me unto you, ever ntore tliankTDg yoo for your kjmdDea 

abewid onto m«, trj-Myng to God that ye be uoendyt of yoor 

fever, wtche shold be gret comfortfae onto me and many otber, 

and so long to coritencw to Oodes pleasure. Sir, where hit pleased 

yoa to wryt your letter to Bostok and to Byst, that they shold 

pay luche money aa was in tiier handea for the payment of the late 

abbott of Lilleshuli and the brether tlier for ther pencioons onto 

n%y bandes, and farther your pleasure was that I shuld pay them, 

hit was no that Bostokc promysed to come unto me, but tnithe 

hit y» tfiat >ytlic the tymc of bis promyse makyiig lie ys to London 

ftbowt be*cne» of his maysters, and he hatlie recevid part of the 

/VAt and ottier part dothe remayne styll in the tennance handea 

un gedredc; and also as yet he; ys not come home, nor no knolage 

ly ^W '*c had Wftt tymc he wyll come liomc. Moreorer William 

jff ^Afft laythe that at his heyng with your mastership he payd all 

■^ '■ . .1 lie. had to pay by yuur appoyntraent, and bathe no more in 



his hands for to pay. In conaideracion wlierof, that hit may 
please your mastershipc to he so good master unto the late abhotC 
and brether to pay them ther pensions, and rattier at this my 
request by thes bereres, they ar moche bownden to pray for you. 
And ao to retayne in your handes the fee wiche the late abbot 
hathe with guode will granted you, and the brether, as ye shall of 
your goodnes thynke convenyent at your pleasure. Sir, the late 
abbot hathe set to his seale to the acquittance, and other of the 
brether with ther names subscribed ; and for the rest of the acquit- 
ance the bereres herof ar put in tryst in lyke maner. No more, but 
Jhesu have you in his blessed kepyng. At Wombrige, by yours 
ever to his litle power, 

per me Wvllvm Choblton. 
Ta the right wonhipfull 
Mr. iabaa Scuclamour, ciquier, 
thcii be dcliTi^rtd. 



.- TO CROMWELL. 



[Ptom MS, ColWD. Titi 



1. 394.] 



Yt may pies your good lordshipe to understond, that in the 
makynge of this half yeres resaite in Lincolnshicr, I well parsayve 
of the gj-vyn owte of late, not oidy there but also throwghowte the 
realme, thies superfluus ffees gj-ren by the lat« surrendcrd bowses. 
Whiche ffees be gj-ven in three sortes. The ffurst to bailies, ho hath 
for smale somes resayving large ffees, and where they have made a 
dosen, one war sufficient. Secondlye, they have gyven to gcnerall 
resayvors greater ffees, whiche sortc shall never resayve no money; 
fur the particuler bailies doth gather the rentes and so brynges it 
to the kinges resayvor, who stondes charged with the same. And 
the tbirde sorte liaith their ffees to be accounseill with the howse. 



CAUD. aoc. 




leade vithin Us rcdac, vf it void pies Ins p>ee to nrnkr ades 
dbetof it sbttld tnnw hjBt to a grest proffite. Their be i iwicliMitn 
vidnn Ins rcaln^ I Ainke m. great sorte, wold gyrv turn i^. for ■ 
foAer, and fyad hss grace wmtigi auffici ent to be pad ycriy «oe 
poroon tbaro^ wfaidw 1 tUakc wold be do less than xx.ii*., a jere 
for the space of bran yeres, vindte war a goodlre payment ; and 
Jtt or the foure yeres war expired their wold erery fbder be wvrtfae 
to the Idnge xx. noUes, consideriag the costoine in aod owte^ 
Aad further 1 tfainke that cm', of his pore stigetes sfaold be 
benefite taken of their retonu, whither it war in ntaoey or ia ware 
And also the ^eres beynge expired, it wold qwyken wdl agane one 
of the commodities of hU realme that nowe is ded, whiche is the 
nyndes of his leade. Tt may pies yow to consider that, and yf 
other owtward prynces wold take apoa tbeym to redrea their idell 
fayned relije^oose howses, as the kinges higfanes hath done, as I 
mystmst not bat and their powers war accordinge as the kinges 
was and is they wolde so do, and than shall they hare socbe 
abnndance of lead of suche like bowses that they woll than sett 
liteUbyonrs. Besechlnge your lordship for myfoUyshe oppynyon 
so boldlye to yon to write of, that ye wold lake with me no dia- 
pleasore. And thos I remaya your pore man. From Low 
the x"". day of May, 

Yours, 

John Frehak. 

Tu Uw richt Loaonblc mad bii nogoler 




BUFPBESSION OP MONA8tBRIE8. 

II ippEBn that manjr of the accouaU of Ibe saiRa, Xc. of the reltgious hoiuei le- 
niiDed long UDietlled. Tbe rollawiag letter wu writtea in the reign of Philip and 
Marj. 

Scleral of the plscei enumerated in the foUowiog letter h«*e been preiioualy men. 
liODed. At Ludloir in Shropshire there were bouaee of Aoitin and Wliite friara, and 
a hoapilal of St. John tbe Baptiat, of the butor; uf which Terj little is kaonn. Tbe 
■bbej of Dieulacres in StaSotdahire was founded by Randulpb earl of Cheater in 1914; 
iti lait abbot wm Thomaa Wbitnejr. The Benedictine priorji of Tntbury in Staltord- 
ahire oai founded by Henry de Ferrers, about the year lOHO ; the last prior arac Arthur 
Mererell aliai Throwley. The prBmoDstrateoaiai] abbey of Haleioiren, of nbicb 
tbe niiDi are itiil iolereeting. was founded by king John ; the last abbot wia Wil- 
liam Taylor. Dudley priory, in Worceitersbire. nag foanded abont the middle of tbe 
twelfth century by Getvise Paganell ot Painel, who placed in It a parly of Cluniac 
raonkg from Wenlock, of which houae it waj coaiidered as B cell ; tbe last prior WM 
John Webley. At Westwood, in Worceaterebire, there was an alien nunnery, dependent 
an the abbey of Fontevrault, but its hiatory ia obscure. 



CXLII. 
LETTER TO JOHN SCrDAUOBE. 



[Fr. 



nMS. Addit. No. 11,041, fol. 7B.] 



After our harty comendacyons, theise maye be to advertyse you 
that we have perused the indentures made bytwyxte Mr. Sheldon 
iind you, and accordynge to tlie tenure of the same have charged 
t]ie sayed master Sheldon with all the leade, bell mctalle, and 
redy money mencyoned and conteigned in the sayed indenture, 
which beynge deducted oute of youer charge, yett there dothe re- 
■nayne to be aunsweryd by you bothe leade and bell inetalle as 
Boll owy the, that ys to sayc, for leade att Bristoll, iij.ff. iiij'. quarter, 
3(.lb. ; Wygmore, liij. ff. j. quarter ff. de. cxxij. lb. ; Ludlowe, v. ff. 
iij. quarter, ff. ccciij, quarter c™. ; at Seveme, in the custodye of 
Thomas Irelonde, j. ff. ; Rocestre, vj, ff. ; Croxden, xiiij.ff.de.; 
Delacres, iiij. ff. ; Tuttberye, vj. ff. j. quarter; nuper pr'toratut 
CO no nicorum (/< Stafford, xliiij.ff. ; Lylleshull, v. ff. ; Halesowen, 
x. 8. ; the late monestarye of Shrewsborj-e, Ixvij. ff. de. ccc. lb. ; 
the celle of Dudley, iiij, ff, ; and ffor belle metalle att Westwoode 
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in the couniv of Worcestre, cecc. lb.; ffor the aunswere whereof 
we requyer vhu, by tbe vertue of the kyngc and queues majesties 
comyssyon in us dyrected, that withe as convenyente spede as yon 
mar after t]ie receyte hereof you aende nnto qs youre sadycycnte 
deputie to acconmDte bvfore us for the same, so as bcreuppon 
tlieir majesties d of the dett that shall faul 

out uppoii t!ie SBi K moche callyd uppon to 

reporte youcr es** therefore are coitstrsjiied 

the more crnest tome we dought not wyile 

have suclie rega. eir majesties etpeclacyon 

herein may be >i to for the full ende of this 

charge towarde! h as Ijefore the ende ys 

troblesomc and comberous unto you, so will the ende thereof be 
to youer quyetnes and comforte. Whereof, for that you are ouer 
oulde ffrcndc and of oulde acquayntaunce, we thought to advyse 
you the riittier, for that commyssyon ys nowe oute for the ende of 
those causys, of which you nowe may be dyscharged yf the faulte 
be not in youer selfe. We also adrertysse you that Mr. Sheldone 
wylbe no further charged concernynge the Icade and belles within 
youer late circuytc there thenne ys conteyned in the indentures 
bytwyxte you and hym ; and therefore you muste aunswere the 
reste youer selfc, whereunto we dought not but you wyll have 
suclie respccte as we may receyve youer aunswere withe expedy- 
cyon. .\nd so we bydde you hartely ffare well. From Westminster, 
laste of February, 1555. 

Youer very lovynge ffrendes, 

William Bernehs. 
Tho. Mildmay. 

JOHAN WySEMAN. 

To the worshippfull Johau 
Skudemore, esqufer, in haste. 
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1 CiTe, Prancii. 150, lS3. 


, iniorrection at. 135. ^H 


1 Ca*er.ham, relici at, 291 , 394, 995. 


. the prior of, 148. ^H 


1 Cbacomb priorr, 139. 


1 religions honaea in, 193, 299, ^^| 


1 Clu>iu>Dd,>lr John. 131. 


934. 936. ^H 




. the archdeacoory of, 343. ^H 


^^^L , the, 40. 169. 


Coterham, IJH. ^H 






^^^H 


Ctadoek, Thomaa, 868. ^H 


^^^^H Ciiartcr-baiue, prior of the, 169. 


Craiford, Dr. 319. ^H 


^^^^B CbertMj abbey. 




^^^H Cbc*bir«, the arahdeaconry or, S4.1. 


tsrbary, 36. 113, 113. ^^M 



^^HV^HI 


BH^IH 


^^H ^^^^^1 


^^H CrokeadcD abbey. 3TT, '291. 


town ^^^^^H 


^^H Cromnell, Thomu, hii Utter to bUhop 


. religions bouses in, 193. ^^^^^H 


^^^H Piaber, 97 ; bia molncs for dittoW- 


Dudley priory. S9I. ^H 


^^^^ iog tbe moDiuteries, 1 IS. 


Duns Seotus, the works of, banished ^M 




fromOiford, 71. ^H 


^^^1 CrojUnd (bbey, 1&3. 


DuDsUble, town of, SBT. ^H 


^^^1 Combcrlmd, the eul of, 101. 


Dutton. sir Peter, 53. ^H 


^^^P CDnone, hther, 45. 


^H 


^^H^ Curyeu, 


^H 


^^H 


Eccius, homilies of, 54. ^M 


^^V 


Edgar, charter of king, 88. H 


^^^^ DaneB, Hubert, S70. 


Edgecumbe, sir Peter, 117, 131. H 


Daiuej.Mr. 983. 


Edmund, St. B5. H 


Darhj.-bidj, 47. 


Edward tbe VUb. king, 846. ^H 


^^^ Darcj, BIT Arthur, 158. 


Ellerton priory, 168. ^^^^^^H 


^^^ , sir George, 333. 


Ely, ^^^^^H 


^^H Dirley, 


. the ^^^^^H 


^^H Darrel Gatlicren. tbe imtp, of, l.W, 


, bishop 1 47 ^^^^^H 


^^H 


Elyele, Mr. 36. ^H 


^^H Datid-i, St., disorders io the dioceae of, 


Eljot. sirTboma*, 140. ■ 


^^H S08. 


Emery, Henry, abbot ofWarden, S3. ^M 


^^H , relicBst, 1B4. 


Ensbam abbey, 333, 335. ^^^^M 


^^H Dawtree, ur John, ISO. 


Eipec, Walter ^^^^H 


^^H DeUprx nunnery, 233, 835, 


esrl ^^^^^H 


^^H Denbigh, toon 


Evans, Thomas. ^^^^^H 


^^H Derby, lord, 1 75. 


Eresham abbey, ^^^^^H 


^^H , tbe archdeacoDrr of. 343. 


Exeter, marquis ^^^^^^H 


^^H Derereni, Riehard, IBB. 


^^^^^H 


^^H Dieulacres abbey, 301. 


Fsnoe, Thomai, ^^^^^H 


^^H Dobeoo, sir Tbomst, S74. 


Farley. WUtsUre, ^^^^^H 


^^^P Doncailer, the " Fnan," ItiB. 


ParryDgeDk. Henry, ^^^^^H 


^^^B DaDDingtoD priory, nesr Newbury. 333, 


Paterabam abbey, ^^^^^H 


^^H 






^^^H Dorington. Robert, 2^7. 


^^^^H 


^^H Dorset, Tborou, 


Feme. ^^^^^| 


^^^1 Dover pHory, SB. 


FerreU. lord, 188. ^^1 


^^^1 , Richard bishop of, 191, 193, 196, 


Flneshed priory, 13S. ^^H 


^^^P 303. 303,910. SSH. 




^^^^ Drewi, John, 3, 10. 


^^1 



Fitiherbcrt, Alicia. abbeH of Pollet- 
worth. \39. 

, sir AnthoDf, 154. 

Piti-Junn, Jaha. 63. 

, NicLoUa. 261. 

FiCnriiren, John, 216. 

PolkCBtone priory, lH, BB. 

Ford, Richard, 201. 

Pormui, Joha, 377. 

Fowe nunnery, 21-1. 

Patter, John, 160. 

FouatUDi abbey, Gl, 166. 

, mttl-praotiCM of tha 

abbot of, 100. 

Fnocii. Mint, 43. 
FMman, John. SBS. 

, Mr. 163, 215, 

Frian. liat of, oho deiire to cbug« their 

habit, SOO. 
Frodahatn, Jaha, 1ST. 
Farncii abbey. Ij3, 
PjrloUe, Jaipar, 6*7, 90. 



•a abbey, 136. 
OaoDt. air Gilbert it, 81. 
Gaont't hospital, at Bristol. SB. 
George, John, 2<)t. 
GibaoD, Benry, SS. 
Gilbert, airThomi., 377- 
Glaatoobury abbey, i%, 9SS, S57. 
— , abbot of, ass, 259, 

960. 3S1. 
GTm, John ap, ?74. 
Glonceiter, religious hoiuei in, 193, 

196, 199. 
^ — , imTender of the friara, 202, 

«T. 
Goditaw Donnery, 338, 23C. 

CAUD. sac. 



Godatow, abbeia of, 229. 

Ooldwell, Tbomaa, prior of Chriat'i 

Church, Canterbury. 19. 
Goldjiborowe, Thoniaa, SOI. 
GoDdale, Mr. 216. 
Ooodrich, D. 12. 

Gooraon, a monk of Weatmimter, 147. 
Goatwick. M. 331!. 
Gracediea nunnery, 359. 
Grafton, 2B3. 

Grantbam, houtes of friari In, 199. 
Gregory, M. 236. 
Grenefelde, Mr. 71. 
Greenwich, 42. 
Gmley, Nich. 198, 
Grerille, John, 140. 

, Folke, 266. 

Grimaby, hoDaea offrimat, 192. 
Gwent, Richard, 338. 
G^ITard, George, 130, 136, 140. 282. 
Gyabumo, prior of, 2-19. 

Hadley, Wm. 19. 

Hale, John. 52. 

H>lcw>wea abbey. 291. 

Ham pole monaaterj, IS6. 

Uarewold priory, 93. 

Harolde, John, 170. 

Harper, Tfaomaa, 136. 

Hartlebury palace, ISO, 

Harwood, John, abbot of Vale Rojal, 

244. 
Haiard. William. 203. 
Hiverfordweat. the towa oT. 913. 
, priory of. 77. 
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f rt^a is, S37. 
Hajnei, Robert, 901. 
Headle, Waller, 166, 
HcBiMfe, Joha, ^4, 233. 



,ei4. 



Heary tU VIIL propoMs a law i^aiaat 

klkiieae,38. 
Hereford, dtjof, 199. 

, friara' htmam is, S81. 

Herenjnge nsBoerf, 214. 
Hexham moiiafUrj, 194. 
HejBBi, Dr. 37. 
HiO, Mr. 131. 

, Chriatopber, 201. 

, Michael, 276, 

Hilton abbej, aa!e of the gooda, &e. of, 

287. 
Hohy, Philip, 214, 283. 
Hodgea, Mr. 138. 
Holcroft, Mr. 244. 
Holte, Thomaa, 140, 204, 213. 
Hooper, or Hoper, John, 200, 201. 
Hopkins, Jamea, 170. 
Hopwood, Harrj, 276. 
Hore, Thomas, prior of Cardigan, 186. 
Homer, Thomaa, 261. 
HoneweU, Mr. 36. 
Horton, prior of, 25. 
HoweU, Ralph, 200. 
HowUt, John, 276. 
Hnbberdin, the opponent oi Latimer, 

7.12. 
Hull, honiea of frianin, 192. 
Hontiogdon, honae of Anstin friara at, 

192. 

, earl of, 262. 

Hnatej, sir John, 215. 
Hays, Dr. 78. 



Hjde mowatvy, 219. 
Hylaej, Jobs, bfabop aT 
11,37. 



Dcbcater, 260. 
Ingham abbey, 86. 
IngOby, John, 901. 
Ipawidi,36. 
IieloDde, ThoBM, 291. 
Irfiiffd Bmmeiy, 214. 



Jaket, Henry, 201. 
Jannyna, Robert, 52. 
Jeaninga, John, 274. 
JenraabL abbey, 158, 164. 
Jobaon, Mr. 239. 
Johna, Mr. 192. 
Jolyment, Mr. 159. 



Kempe, air ^Hlliam, 220. 
Kendall, town of, 179. 
Kenett, Wimam,201. 
Kenflworth abbey, 134. 
Kirkby Beler priory, 136. 
Kirkham priory, 168. 
Kni^t, Thomaa, 201. 

, Mr. 224. 

Knyghtley, Edmnnd, 130. 
Kyme priory, 214. 
Kyngaton, air William, 150. 



Lamberte impriaoned for hereay, 37. 
Lambeth palace, 36. 
Laneaater, bontea of firian in, 192, 
202. 



^^^^r itinmx. 299 ^^^^H 


^^^^P I«ne, JohD, 


LJchfield. religiou. hoQiei in. 91. 93, 


^^V Lugdoo, .bber of, 75. 88. 


203, 339. 


P L>»gl.T MejDeU, 144. 


, tale of the goods, &c. of Xha 


1 I^thoDj priory, 177. 


grey fri«.iD, 374. 


■ L«ldnier. Hugh, biihop of Wonkier. 


Lightfool, WiUlun. 301. 


^^^1 11,36, 147. MB. 


LillchuUibbey, 38H. 391. 




LiDcobi. boiueiof friania, 193- 


^^^B Paul-t 


LiteU, toook of Sion. 49. 


^^^^ Liund priory, 151. 


Llaufey CuUe, 300. 


r Laugbton, John, 375. 




1 L«-arr, lord, 1 19, 120. 




^^^^ Lman, George, 168. 


Lok. W. 130. 


^^^L layton, Dr. Ridurd, 47, 49. 50, 57. 


LoodOD, Dr. JohD, 313, 317, 331, S34, 


^^^H SB, 70, 7fi, 90, 91, 95. 97. 100, IbB. 


337,230,233,235,238. 


^^^H IGCi, 169, 171, 174, 176, 356, 


, Tboinai, 55. 


^^^H 


Longford, Mr. 138. 




Longluid. Jobn, biihop of Liocalo, 93. 


^^^H 


94. 


^^^H , John 


Lorrymer, Mr. 286. 


^^H . R>cb»d 


LoTBion, Mr. 269. 


^^^P .Bryan, 177. 


Lucy, Mr. 149, 335. 


^^^r , Ralud, biibop of Lichfield, 34, 


Ludlow, town of, 199, 303, 313, 291. ^^^^H 


P 41,339.382. 


Losone, J*mn, 370. ^^^^^^H 


1 Lejborne priory, 116. 




ft Legh. Dr. Thomiw, .iS, .^6, 65, 74, 83, 


^^^^^M 


^^H M, 91, 95,98, 100, 13G, 145, 1S6. 


^^^^^B 


^^B 166, S43. 351. 


Maid of Kent, (>ee BarCoo] . ^H 


^^H ■ , Thomu 1. 


MaidBD Bradley, prior of, 58. ^H 






W , inoniitery of, 163. 


Malvern, Great, priory, 149. ^^M 


1 , N««k collcgB, 93. 


Maaay, air Walter, 39. ^^M 


h ■ , FriBcit. 170. 


Markham, Mr. 366. ^H 


^^^1 Leu, Ridurd, i6e. 


Marlborough, mayor of. 198. ^H 






^^^^P LcTyoei, Cliriitopher, 90. 


Marihall. Wm. 68. ^H 


^^^^ Lowe, priory, 180. 


Martin, Robert. 170. ^H 


r Le.rU, John, 188. 


Malhewe. John, pnor of Coketfurd. ^H 


1 Lewwn, June*, 379. 


^^1 


^^^ LojliDd, lir Willi»m, 1S4. 


. Willi«n.30.1. ^^^^P 




„o«>i»''-='"° •^,s,,^...• 



Mr ^*' 

Offer. '^'^ 

°l„,ort«* «■■"'• 

-■*'"'■.', T.ee- _„ 




Ptji, Philip, 145. 

, Thomu, 301. 

Fubui, Mr«. 14B. 
PutOD, John, 5S. 
hyne. ThomM, S03. 
Ttajaoa, Mr. 330. 
Penhore moDUterr, 133, 
PeUcborough ■bbcf, ITH. 

, abbot Of, 860. 

Fetre, Willum, 177, 3S1. 

Fctworth, town ot, 906. 

Kcto, Thomu, 373. 

nrlOD, nr WUIiuD, 939. 

Pleuu*. WillitB, 301. 

Pollard, Richird, 145, 147, 990, 2S6, 

958,359,361. 
PoUetworth nanncr;, 138. 

, lovaof, 13B. 

PoU, ciir<)in>], 50,939. 
PoUtcd, Htarf, 99. 
foalerrsct, town of, 15», 

priory, 166. 

, hODtM 0/ frUn at, 168. 

Pope, Mr. 34a 

Popler> Williun, 18B. 

Portioiri, Jofan, ISO. 

Frio, Elii, 190. 

Poulet, Richanl, 939, 338. 

Powall, Dr. 19. 

P7C, Mr. I9S. 

^la, Roger, abbot of Fwdm, IS3. 



Rabj, father, 34. 
RaiDhold, father, 45. 
lUmwT abber, 9B, 147. 
tUwlini, monk of the Charter-hooa 
RawBOn, Rktiard, 374. 
Rcadlot, town of, WO, 333, 3SS. 



Readint, grey tHan ia, 917, 383, 394. 

335. 

abbej, l[rtoraerdktln,««. 

RebnU, Jabn, 201. 

Rece, or Rice, 53, 85, 938. 

Rede, lord chief joiUm, 68. 

Rewlej, abbot of, 73- 

Rayiialdi, John, 300. 

Rice, Mr. ?75, 

Rich, Ho(h, 14, 18. 

Richard, kins, Uw teeond, 114. 

, M. 936. 

Riehe, lir Richard, 183, 994, 935, 278, 

979. 
Richmond, warden of, 911. 

, AUn Niger eari of, 8. 

Rieranlx abbe;, 61, 168. 
, leandaloBa lift of tk* 

abbot of, 61, 
Ripon catbedral, 101. 
Riaby, Ricbard, 18, 19, 91. 
RoditllFr. JabD,6B. 
Ra(er«, EdwaH, 968, 
Rokebf, Jamea, 168. 
Rombni^b priory, anpprewad by Wol- 

•ey, 1. 
Rote, John, 170. 
Rowoeater abbey, 137, 991. 
' ' ' , aale of the gooda, lu. 

of, »77. 
RnaaeU, air John, 195. 

, lord J., 959, 963. 

Rutland, Thomai, cut of, 69, 94. 
Ry*e, Robert, 774. 



Sachereraii, air Henry, 198, 
Sadler, John, 315. 
SalUbury, city of, '103, 919. 
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Sallaj abbey, 158. 

Sanctuary, right of, 39. 

Sandelond, John, 374. 

Sanim, Old, religious houses in, S16. 

Sarage, John, 268. 

Sawtrey abbey, 99. 

Scarborough, houses of friars in, 19S. 

Schom, John, 318, 824. 

Scudamore, John, 966, 373, 378, 379» 

380, 381, 383, 384, 387, 388, 391. 

, Edward, 367. 

, William, 381. 

Selby abbey, 166. 

Sereme, 391. 

Seynteler, sir John, 339. 

Shazton, Nicholas, bishop of Salisbnryy 

36. 
Sheldon, Mr. 891, 393. 

, Ralph, 266. 

Shene, prior of, 174. 
Shesford, 54. 
Shrewsbury, town of, 303. 

, religious houses in, 304 

311. 

abbey, 391. 

SilTcster, Robert, 349. 
Skipwith, M. 314. 
Smyth, John, 145, 150. 
, Thomas, 170. 
, Agnes, 50. 
Southampton, town of, 303, 313. 
Soutfacote, William, 171. 
Southwell, collegiate church of, 93. 

, Richard, 138. 

, Robert, 169, 171, 332, 338. 

Spenser, Dr. 61. 
Spratt, Edward, 375. 
Stafford, Humphrey, 121. 

, religious houses in» 804. 



Stafford, archdeaconry of, 343. 
— , town of, 367. 

, sale of the goods, &C of the 

grey friars in, 367. 
, , of 



the Austin fnars in, 870. 
Stamford, Mr. 373. 
StaTordale monastery, 51. 
Stewarde, Dr. 4. 

Stokesley, John, bishop of London, 38. 
Stokwitfa, Henry, 175. 
Stonyng, Greorge, 376. 
Strete, Mr. 374. 
Stykeswolde nunnery, 335. 
, Richard, 137. 
Sudboume, sir Thomas, 5. 
Sussex, the earl of, 154. 
Swan, William, 800. 
Swinnerton, Mr. 869. 
Sydnam, John, 361. 
Syon monastery, 45, 50. 



Talboys, lord, 214. 

Taunton abbey, 51. 

TsTemer, Mr. 198. 

Tenby, mayor of, 78. 

Teshe, Tristram, 348. 

Tewkesbury, town of, 837- 

Thackre, Mr. 314, 838, 834. 

Thelesford friary, 193, 835. 

Thomberry, 158. 

Throgmorton, sir George, 379. 

Tickhill, house of friars at, 168. 

Timmes, Mr. 101. 

ToUisop Crosfryers, near Warwieii, 889. 

Totnes priory, 118. 

Tresham, sir Thomas, 179. 

Tunell, Richard, 8. 
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Turner, John, 813. 

, Richtrd, 2«3. 

Tnrwhjte, M. 314. 
Tntbury priory, S91. 
Twynham priory, 831. 
Tyrell, ThomM, 160. 



Underhill, Mr. 58. 
Uxbridge, town of, 47. 



Vachell, Thomu, 881. 

Vagan, Simon, 801. 

Vale Royal abbey, 844. 

Vernon, Margaret, 55. 

Villeri, Stephen, 81. 

ViTian, lliomaf, prior of Bodmin, 130. 



Walden abbey, 841. 

Walea, relics in North, 818. 

Walker, Thomaa, 10. 

Wall, Thomaa, 19. 

Walle, William, abbot of Kenilworth, 

134. 
Walley, Edmnnd, abbot of York, 8. 
Waliingham abbey, 138. 
Walton, William, 800. 
Ward, William, 171. 

, Richard, 871. 

Wardon, lliomaa, 54. 

, Chriitopher, 55. 
, abbey of, 53. 
Warham, Wm. archbiihop of Caiiter« 

bnry, 19^ 80. 
Warren, a goldamith, 100. 
Warwick, reUgioiis bontei in, 193. 



Watkina, Richard, 166. 
Watton at Stone, 887. 
Webb, John, 868. 
Welbeck, commendator of, 83. 
Welles, John, abbot of Croyland, 158. 
Wells, city of, 860, 861. 
Wenlock abbey, 878. 
Westacre priory, 171. 
West-chester, 808, 805. 
West Dereham, abbey of, 83. 
Westminster, abbot of, 148. 
Weston, John, 876. 
Westwood nunnery, 891 . 
Wetheryns, Edmund, 877. 
Wetwood, Robert, 870. 
Whadboroogh, Leicestershire, 151. 
Whalley, John, 69. 

abbey, 153. 

Wharton, Richard, 86. 
Whitby, abbot of, 108. 

abbey, 848. 

White, John, 801. 

Whitfield, Margaret, 278. 

Whitford, a monk of Sion, 49. 

Whitgrere, Robert, 869. 

Whiting, Richard, abbot of Olaston. 

bury, 854, 860. 
Wigmore, 891* 
Wigmon castle, 839. 

abbey, 888. 

Willesdon, 36. 

l^niliam the Conqneror, 184. 

Rnftis, 184. 

Williams, John, 145, 147,880,833,885, 

, Thomas, 868. 

l^nniamson, Mr. 180. 
Winchoombe abbey, 837. 
Winchelaet, reUgions house at, 800. 



WlDcbe(t«r, eitj of, 71. 

, houa of irUte trUit in, 
195. 203. 
, , bluk friua, 198. 



~. relict at, SIB. 
-, St. Huj'i Mttj, 319. 



Windior, lord, 49, 

Wiiinui, Mr. 214, 

Witlieoto, LncntenUre, 153. 

Wobnrn ■b1>eT, 149. 

Wolneitoa abber, 136. 

Wolnr.ordiiul, 1,118. 

Wombrige, 289. 

WoodhODie, a fliujMwClMbury.SSl. 

WoodhouM, William, se. 

, Robert, 349. 

Wooditock, town of, SB3. 
Woolitrope priorfi 136. 
WOTceater, reiigiou boniei Id, 193, 
303, 284, 985, SST. 



VorapriDg prioiy, \f2. 
Wraiall, Tliomaa, SOI. 
WrfoUicaleT, air Tbamat, 819. 
W jereaope moDaitarj, 168. 
Wjgaton, Roger, 140. 
Wjlmrdow, Baudal, S3. 
Wrrle, Mark, 374. 
Wjaemaa, John, 392. 

York, St. Har^'a abbey, 9T, 166. 
, archbiahop of, 133. 

, city of, 123. 

, SL Leonard'a hoapital, 166. 

, St. Asdrew'a priorj, IfiF. 

, bOHMt of frian at, 168. 

, Mr. 198. 
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